Named One of the Ten Best Graphic Novels of All Time by TIME MAGA 
“I love BONE! BONE is great!” Matt Groening, creator of The 5 








HEY! YA HEAR 


STILL NO THAT, PHONEY? TH’ 


SIGN OF THE ’ 
TOWNSPEOPLE. COAST |S CLEAR: 


LOOK AT HIM! WE GOT CHASED JME... OH, WELL... I GUESS 
OUTTA BONEVILLE OVER TWO _/ YOU CAN WHINE ALL YOU 
WEEKS AGO, AN’ HE’S STILL <4 WANT, WHEN YER TH’ 
MOPIN’? AROUND’ | RICHEST GUY IN 
eel <TH’ WHOLE TOWN. 


; 
\ 


SILLY ME. 
EX- 
RICHEST,’ 





ey CANT DO THIS To 
Me! YOU CAN’T DO 

5 ANYTHING TO A RICH 

PERSON THAT HE DOESN’T 


WANT 


- SO A COUPLE OF SHADY 
sash DEALS WENT SOUR. . 


IS THAT any REASON 
TO RUN TH’ MOST 


BELOVED BONE 'N 


BONEVILLE OUT 


ONA RAILS 


INGRATES! 


OH, THEY LL RUE TH 
Y THEY CHAS 


PHONCIBLE P BONE 


OUTTA THEIR CRUMMY 
OL’ TOWN! 


5 SNIFF! E 


L~ q 
I’M A RESPECTED 
COMMUNITY LEADER! 


A SHINING PILLAR 
OF 


GASP! OH! 1H’ 
HORRIBLE INSUSTICE 


sm SUL REEL G 
wn SHOCK 


BELOVED? TH’ MAYOR DECLARED 
A SCHOOL HOLIDAY JUST SO TH’ 
KIPS COULD COME AND THROW 


ROCKS at you: 


NOW, NOW, LITTLE BUCKAROO! 
DON’T BE SAD! IT’S A BEAUTIFUL DAY! 


THERE’S NOT A CLOUD IN TH’ SKY/ 





< HEY, I’M P TRY THINKIN’ 
7 JUST TRYIN’ ABOUT SOMETHIN’ 
GOOP POINT, f TO CHEER HIM BESIDES YOUR TAKE ME FOR 


SMILEY. MONEY? EXAMPLE! I NEVER 
IF WE DON’T FIND 4 UP, OKAY? HAD A PENNY 


n 
SOME SHADE SOON, eal IN MY LIFE! 
I’M GONNA a 2 
HAVE A 
STROKE! 


BUT I’M NOT SAD! IL GOT A BIRD? HA’ WELL ... TRUE,’ 


NO RESPONSIBILITIES’ I’M \ MORE LIKE A j 

FREE’ FREE AS A BIRD? \mancy, stray| [OUT “OU GET MY POINT: 
DOG WHO 

DOESNT EAT 

VERY OFTEN! 


<= 
HAVE YOU I’M WORKING ON IT. 
FIGURED OUT WHERE HMMMM .... 
WE ARE, YET? THAT’S STRANGE... 
WHAT’S TAKIN’ THAT MOUNTAIN RANGE 
SO LONG? ISN’T ON ANY OF OUR 
CHARTS - - 





THAT’S AS BIG AS MAPS 
GET! WE’RE IN UNCHARTED beac ee 
TERRITORY! 


DON’T GET ME WRONG, 
FONE BONE -- I’M GRATEFUL 
YOU WERE ABLE TO GET ME 
OUTTA TOWN -- BUT TELL TORTURE 
ME... WHY DID YOU HAFTA 
GO AN’ BRING HIM WITH US? 


HERE’S YOUR PROBLEM, 
FONE BONE. WE’RE OFF 
THE MAP! GET A BIGGER 


HEY, PHONEY/ BAD 
NEWS ... WE’RE OUT 
OF WATER! 















THAT'S THE LAST STRAW ! 


DON’T GET MAD AT SMILEY BONE! 
THIS MESS ISN’T HIS FAULT 


THAT’S RIGHT! TH’ TOWNSPEOPLE 
AREN’T MAD AT US’ THEY RAN 
yOu OUTTA TOWN 
"CAUSE 
> YOU/RE A 
») SELFISH, LITTLE 
GREEDBAG 









I CAN’T BELIEVE IT! OH, You’RE Not | | WATER! x, NEED HEY, COUSINS, LOOK 
BROKE - - NOW I'M JUST HOPE YOU 
GONNA DIE BROKE! ie AN ee MY 


THINK IT’S A MAP/ 


G J TESSON’ TONGUE 
nei CKNCKING/ 83 @ 


O 
to} 
0 °VD , Neat 
°o 


SURE ENOUGH/ LOOK’ IT’S GIMME A 
A MAP OF THAT MOUNTAIN DOLLAR FIRST. 
RANGE,’ 


WE’RE 
LOST IN THE 
MIPPLE OF 
TH’ DESERT 
GINE HIM 
A DOLLAR,’ 















ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHT. ... HEY,” 
WHAT IS THIS? THIS LOOKS LIKE 
IT WAS DRAWN BY A FIVE- 
YEAR-OLD! THIS THING IS 


WORTHLESS / 






LET ME GO! I’M GONNA 
KILL HIMZ 


IT’S WORTH 
A DOLLAR! 





COUSINS’ 
HEADS UP WE 
GOT COMPANY! 





OMIGOSH! it’s 
THE TOWNSPEOPLE! WAIT A 
QUICK! HIDE ME! MINUTE! 


PRETTY NEAT, HUH? 








We & 


PHONEY ARE 
YOU OKAY? 


WHAT EVER YOU 
DO - - DON’T STICK 
OUT YOUR TONGUE, 


Pitt! Poo! yuck! 
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yeeee! 


I CAN’T 
BELIEVE I 
WASN’T JUST 

KILLED! 


PHONEY! SMILEY! J] Ee PHONEY BONE! 
t .- « MAYBE THEY’RE 
tenn | aay | Clad 
ITS A CLIFF! 


HEY, GUYS! TM 
DOWN IN THIS 
GULLEY! CAN YOU 
HEAR ME ?7!/ 





HUH’ I WONDER IF THIS 
REALLY 1S A MAP OF THAT 
MOUNTAIN RANGE. .. MAYBE 
I BETTER HANG ON TO IT! 


PHONEY--* 


SAY THERE’S THAT MAP! 


I MIGHT NEED IT 
TO SAVE PHONEY BONE... 


WELL, COUSIN OR NOT... 
WHEN WE GET BACK TO 
BONEVILLE, PHONEY’S 
GONNA HAVE TO FACE 
THE MUSIC BY 
HIMSELF 


I’VE HAD IT! 
FROM NOW ON, HE 
CAN OUT RUN 
ANGRY MOBS, AN’ 
FALL OFF CLIFFS 
WITHOUT MY 
HELP,’ 


WHERE IS 
EVERYBODY? 
WHERE’S 


J, 


T 
LOocuSTS?/ 


I’M ALWAYS 
GETTIN’ HIM 
OUTTA 
TROUBLE, 


WHAT KIN? OF A 
PATSY DOES HE TAKE 
ME FOR?! a 
URNE / 


IT’S ALWAYS: 
”FONE BONE, YOU 
GOTTA SAVE ME.” 

OR: ”’"FONE BONE, 

YOU GOTTA 

HELP ME” 


M0 WAY! I CLIMBED 1 


UP THE WRONG SIDE! 


PHONEY! HELP! / 
YOU GOTTA SAVE 


Me !! 





OH, MY GOSH! 
THEY’RE NO WHERE 
IN SIGHT! 


ANOTHER ONE! 
MVE ft) 


) 
<a fr 
Ae / Afi i 
(Mins / } 
Me al Si / 
} } 
lee 


SS , 
sd 


Yi Soe 


WN 





THE LAST THING 
I WANT TO DO IS 
SPEND THE NIGHT 
OUT HERE BY 
MYSELF! 


WHERE TH’ I HOPE I 
HECK ARE CATCH UP TO ’EM 
THOSE GUYS? BEFORE IT GETS 
WE’RE GOIN’ DARK .... 
STRAIGHT INTO 
Y\ TH’ MOUNTAINS’ 


. OF COURSE, AFTER A DAY 


LIKE TODAY, IT’S HARD TO 
IMAGINE THAT ANYTHING 
WORSE COULD HAPPEN... 





fonds CAN NOT TELL... LOOK steNO STAR 1. meus NOw. ( {Ss Not AE vars 
FOR THE STAR ON ITS CHEST... THIS ISN'T at VERY WELL... t KILL Aan ae 
— THE ONE... IT WILL BE OUR SUPPER... 


PO NOT M 
AFFAIRS ral KKE eS 
BIG FOR you, BOY! 


wno you | AIEBEEEEEEE! 


CALLIN’ BOY? THE GREAT 
: RED DRAGON ! / 





OOG... 
I MUST’VE 

FALLEN 

ASLEEP. 


WHERE 
AM L? 





THANKS 
FOR 
TH’ LIGHT. 


OH, MAN 
LI GOTTA 


Quit 
GOIN’ TO 
SLEEP ON AN 
EMPTY 
STOMACH 


ALE, 
\ 


Mt 


l | 


Ml 


eff 
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NI I ACTUALLY THOUGHT 
oH, MAN: THIS MAP WOULD TAKE ME 
| THROUGH TH’ MOUNTAINS 


THIS AIN’T 
| TO THIS WATERFALL 
GONNA CUT IT/ ON HERE... 










..- BUT IF THIS THING WERE REAL, I 
WOULD’VE COME TO TH’ PASS BY NOW! 
ERRR! I’M SO STUPID! I BET THIS 
MAP WAS JUST ONE OF SMILEY’S PRANKS 
- - AND I FELL FOR IT’ 


ANP TO TOP IT OFF, I HAVEN’T 
SEEN ANY MORE CIGAR BUTTS ALL DAY... 
HOW DO I GET MYSELF INTO THESE THINGS? 





OH, WELL... D’LL UNTIL THEN, 
FIND THOSE GUYS I JUST GOTTA 
SOONER OR 
LATER... 
IF LT DON’T DIE 
OF THIRST... 








THAT STUPID MAP WAS 

RIGHT! YESSIREE, BOB 

THERE’S WATER ON TH’ 
MENU TONIGHT! 


SMILEY BONE FOR KISS PHONEY RIGHT 
FINDING THAT MAP! gale BEFORE I STRANGLE 
HIM, | 


( I COULD KISS yy I MIGHT EVEN 





) wii. 
DLOOK! =X Wf in i 
au be SMILEY’S is HEY! WATC Hir! 


CIGAR STUBS! 
. YOU ALMOST 


STEPPED ON ME’ 











YOU LOOK 
MORE LIKE 
A LEAF’ 


HEY, HOLD ON! I DION’T 
MEAN ANY HARM, 
BESIDES, WHAT COULD 
YOUR BIG BROTHER 














HELLO! WHAT 
ARE YOU SUPPOSED 
TO BE? 








A LEAF?2, 














THAT’S A 

NSULT/ 

I’M TED! WHERE'S 
iM A MY 
BUG. BIG 






BROTHER? 








i — 
i WHAT ARE YOU? A TROUBLE- 


4 MAKER? WE DON’T NEED YOUR 
KIND IN OUR VALLEY! 





eA, lie Al 
fi) 
MV 









I GUESS HE 
DIDN’T MEAN NO 
HARM, BIG 
BROTHER! YOU 
DON’T HAS TO 
HIT HIM IF 


I’M NOT TRYIN’ TO CAUSE \ BONEVILLE? 
TROUBLE! I’M LOOKING NEVER HEARD | 
FOR MY COUSINS’ PIT wes 
WE GOT SEPARATED, AN’ 
NOW I’M LOST! YOU 
WOULDN’T KNOW HOW TO 
GET TO BONEVILLE FROM 

HERE, WOULD YA? 


f LISTEN WELL, OKAY, TED, IF 


10 HIM | yOU SAY SO.... 
LISTEN 
TO HIM! 
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BUT YOU BETTER FIND IT - - FAST? it’s 
AUTUMN NOW, AN’ WINTER STRIKES QUICK 
IN THESE PARTS ... AN’ WHEN IT DOES, 
NOBODY CAN GET THROUGH THOSE 
MOUNTAINS ... 


--- IN OR OUT! 


SO I SUGGEST YOU MAKE YOUR 
i>, VISIT HERE A SHORT ONE, OR YOU’LL 

BE STUCK FOR TH’ WINTER. AN’ I 

DON’T THINK YOU WANNA 8O THAT,’ 


DEFINITELY 
NOT. 





GOOD. I’LL LET 

YA GO FOR NOW, 
SINCE TED SEEMS 
TO LIKE YA OKAY... 
BUT DON’T FERGET! 


NO DAWDLIN’! 


FOR NOT 
HITTING ME. 


ACTUAL A REAL 


WHAT TA BO 
WITH YA... SAY! 
I KNOW! L’LL TAKE YA 
TO SEE THORN 
C’MON, WHAT’S 
YER NAME, MISTER? 


FONE BONE. BUT, LISTEN, BONE! BIG BROTHER 
SO WHO'S THIS J HO Ho! No! WAS RIGHT ABOUT WINTER! SHE HITS 
THORN? ae day FAST ’N’ IF YOU WANTS TA GIT HOME, 
HE’S NOT ANOTHER THORN KNOWS JES’ YOU GOTTA DO IT BEFORE SHE SNOWS/ 
BIG BUG, |S HE? ABOUT EVER’THIN’ 
IN TH’ WHOLE DON’T WORRY! 
I’M JUST GONNA 
FIN? MY COUSINS, 
AN’ THEN I’M 
OUTTA HERE! 





GET SOMETHING WE CAN STOP 


TO DRINK? I’M 


BY TH’ BARRELHAVEN.’ 


DYIN’ OF THIRST! AX THEY BREWS TH’ 


Wi J 2, |! 


> 
v4 
a 
2 


i 
la 


CAN’T YOU 
SHOW ME 
OUT HERE, 

WHERE I’VE GOT 

RUNNIN’ SPACE? 


BEST STUFF AROUN’/ 


COMRADE! we ARE AgouT To FEAST / 


Quick! GET youR FAT CARCASS 
BEHIND THIS BUSH AND GET READY ! 


HELLO, SMALL MAMMAL...., COULD 
YOU STEP IN HERE FOR A MOMENT 7 


T'VE GOT SOMETHING To SHOW YOU.... 


; HEY, TED! 
~~ WHERE YOU 
STEP IN HERE -- 
YOUR FRIEND THE 
DRAGON ISN'T 
AROUND, IS HE ? YOU/RE 


QUICK, COMRADE! START 
THE COOKING FIRE,! 





WELL, WELL... LOOK NO. // AND IT'S 
WHO's SOINED Us FoR NO ZI WHAT wore sr 
SUPPER... GO START CALLED TIME YOU'VE 

LT DONE IT, 


OOK\ ie 
THE COOKING FIRE EITHER... 


7 7 

COMRADE... BE REASONABLE! PLEASE, COMRADE!! AND THAT‘S 
LI WASN'T THINKING--- IL TAKE IT I JUST WANT ANOTHER THING! 

L WAS TRYING To CATCH BACK.... YOU'RE To CHOP HIM L'M TIRED OF 
OUR DINNER --- NOT FAT. UP FOR THE Stew! L WANT 

‘ pee TO PUT HIM IN 

THIS ISN'T THE TIME -- =": paeclieed 
BAKE A LIGHT 
FLuFFy auicHe! 


Q U | C HE 7! WHAT WHY DIDN'T WHY SHiourd 


Dee ce retilieg FOR You STOP ME? ff 17 ben Se 
O BAT Se sseees Ye) ! 
LISTEN, Do YOu THINK You 

COULD COME BACK IN HALF 

AN HOUR 7? WE'LL HAVE THIS 

STRAIGHTENED out BY THEN ! 





q 
- - I’M SORRY Lt 
CALLED YOU A 


WHAT AM I GONNA BO? 
\, WHAT IF L CAN’T FIND MY 
COUSINS BEFORE |T 
SNOWS? WE COULD 
BE TRAPPED HERE 
FOR TH’ WHOLE 
WINTER! 


WINTER! Mam 
WATER! 
WATER! “mmm 
WATER / 
WATER! 


WMMMMM 
MM up, 
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I GOTTA GET 
OUTTA HERE 
THIS FOREST IS 
TOO WEIRD 
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STICK, AND I’LL HAVE 
ENOUGH/ 


QA 
i 
N 
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-HOo / 


OH, BONE ! MISTER 
BONE / 
yoo 





HELLO, MIZ “POSSUM! 
I HAVEN’T SEEN yOu 
IN A COUPLE OF MONTHS’ J 


OH, I DON’T GET 
OUT OF TH’ 
HOUSE MUCH Z 
IN WINTER 
“SPECIALLY WITH 
YOUNGUNS’ 


HOW YOU GUYS 
DOIN’? 


yOuR KIDS! 
THEY’RE ALL 
GROWN UP! 


WOW, THANKS 


WELL, IT’S ALMOST 
SPRING! THEY SHOOT UP 
FAST THIS TIME OF YEAR/ 

YOU BOYS REMEMBER 
FONE BONE? 


Y DON’T YOU 


I DON’T KNOW “ worry ABOUT 


HOW LI WOULD’VE 


IT/ AS LONG 


MAVE IT THROUGH 


WHERE’D 
YA GET TH’ 


DIP YOU EVER FIND 
THOSE COUSINS OF 
YOURS? 


NO, NOT YET. 
HAVE YOU SEEN TED 
SINCE I TALKED TO 

YOU LAST? 


TH’ WINTER 
WITHOUT YOU 
MIZ “POSSUM! 


BLANKETS 
‘N’ STUFF! 


if 
NOPE. DON’T KNOW MUCH ABOUT 


WHAT BUGS BO IN TH’ WINTER, 
BUT I HAVEN’T SEEN WING NOR 
ANTENNEA OF TED SINCE TH’ 


SNOW HIT... « 


SAY... 
WASN’T 
THERE 
SOMEONE 
ELSE YOU 
WANTED ME 
TO FIND OUT 
ABOUT? 


AS YOU’RE 
STUCK HERE 
IN OUR VALLEY, 
Z’LL TAKE CARE 
OF YOU! HERE! 
I PACKED A 
PIE IN CASE 

YOU’RE 


OH, THAT’S 
RIGHT! 
NOPE, 

Y HAVEN’T 
FOUND OUT 
A THING’ 
YOU SURE 
YOU HAVE 
ENOUGH 
BLANKETS? 





. = = 
YES, MA’M. SIGH. AS A MATTER OF ME?! : IT’LL JUST BE 
WELL, THANKS FACT, I’M ON BUT... Z DON’T 
ANYWAY, MIZ “POSSUM! BMY WAY OVER TO KNOW ANYTHING 
IF THERE’S EVER MIZ HEDGEHOG’S 
ANYTHING I 


FOR AN HOUR OR 
TWO! YOU BOYS 
ABOUT BE GOOD 
PLACE, ’N’ I WAS BABY “POSSUMS/ 
CAN BDO - - WONDERIN’ IF 
N yOU’P MIN? 
WATCHIN’ 
TH’ KIDS? 


ALL RIGHT? 
WE’RE GONNA = 
STAY WITH fs 


(st = 


DON’T WORRY 
S74 ( ABOUT US, MOM! 


ES 


WELL... C’/MON, GUYS; INSIDE WHERE IT’S 
YOU CAN HELP ME PUT WARM... Z’LL JUST BE A 
THE FINISHING TOUCH SECOND! 

ON MY HOUSE, 


THERE WE GO! COZY AS AN HEY, GUYS ! 
IGLOO! BY THE TIME THIS MELTS, TAKE IT EASY IN 
IT’LL BE SPRING, AN’ THEN 1’/M 

OUTTA HERE, 





WHAT TH’ HECK 
WAS THAT 7 


WHAT ARE YOU TRYING TO 9O?/! 

KILL EACH OTHER? C’MON, LET’S SIT 

BY THE FIREPLACE, AN’ L’LL TELL 
YOU A STORY! 


LOOK OUT! IT'S A 
GIANT POSSUM: EATING 
BEAR // 





WI Oo 
PLAY? 
w 
HAT 
a ’POSSU 
S PLA 
“DEAD 


[ \ 


HEH, HEH.’ LOOK AT “EM! 

THEY LOOK LIKE LITTLE ANGELS! 

I KINDA L GUESS BABYSITTING WON’T 

LIKE THIS BE SO TOUGH AFTER ALL’ 
GAME. 


NERS CONES, EAR 
‘M GONNA BAT YOU UP! 


PRRRRRERRR/ 


Bue 


CHASIN’US/ 









> 9 } 

CATCH US IF I’M SERIOUS! 

yOu CAN’ QUIT FOOLIN’ 
AROUND! 


COME BACK 
HERE! 









AHA! Tiong inta. 


> BUSHES ARE You 7// 
WELL, MR. BEAR Pilea 


HUNGRY/, 





YOU DON’T SAY / 
WELL, NICE TALKIN’ WITH YA! 
THANKS FOR WATCHIN’ TH’ 
KIDS! GOTTA GO! . 


— 


QUICK! you Kips run 


HOME, I’LL SLOW “EM 
DOWN.’ 


KL 


THE RAT 





5 THAT LITTLE DEAD 
THING WE FOUND UNDER 
A BUSH... YOUHAD 
SOME, DIPN’T YOU? 


YOU EAT FOR 
LUNCH?/ 





STUPID, STUPID § 


PRETTY STUPID TO 
FOLLOW ME ON TO 

\ THIS FRAIL, LITTLE 
BRANCH! 


Y THOSE ~< 
RAT CREATURES / R AT CRE ATURE S fd S 








KES! 


THIS TIME L REALLY 
DID HURT MY ANKLE! 


WHAT 9O you SAY, YOU KNOW HOW 
COMRADE? SHALL WE MUCH TF LIKE QuI---\¢ 
BAKE HIM IN 
OR SHOULD WE EAT A QUICHE! 

HIM RAW? 









WHAT ARE } 
YOU POING? 


GET AWAY! 








WHY DIPN’T YOU 
DO SOMETHING? 
IF I WAS A DRAGON 
I WOULDA BLASTED 
“EM WITH FIRE? 


y NX 
YOU’RE LETTIN’ 
“EM GET 





DO YOU KNOW WHAT / THEY TRIED TO 


"Via 7 | VIN VAUD 
WHAT'S TH’ | I) : lh {| 

MATTER? h ‘ 
CAN’T YOU ' 
BREATHE 


THAT’S RIGHT, KID. 
NEVER PLAY AN 
ACE IF A TWO 

WILL DO. 





UH... WELL...IT 

WAS NICE MEETING 
yOu, BUT I BETTER 
GO FIND TH’ KIDS! 


GO STRAIGHT DOWN THE 
Lact WORRY HILL. IT’S A SHORTCUT TO 
A OUT THE KIDS. MIZ ’POSSUM’S HOUSE. 
THEY’RE SAFE. I 
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BONE! THERE YOU 


ARE’ WE CAME AS 


FAST AS WE COULD’ 


ARE YOU ALL RIGHT? 


TURNED IT INTO A 
YARN WITH A 
DRAGON IN IT’ 


WHAT HAPPENED 
TO YOUR HAT? 
DIP THE PRAGON 
DO IT? 


\/ 
WHAT HAPPENED, 
FONE BONE? 
DID YOU KILL 
TH’ DRAGON? 


HE’S PULLIN’ 
OUR TAILS’ 
EVERYBODY 
KNOWS 
DRAGONS ARE 
MAKE BELIEVE! 








I’M OKAY... I HAD 
A LITTLE RUN-IN WITH 
A DRAGON, BUT THE 
IMPORTANT THING IS 

THAT WE’RE ALL SAFE! 


A DRAGON? 
REALLY? 


SEE HOW 

HE IS WITH 
TH’ KIDS? HE’S 
ALWAYS GOT 

A STORY’! 


AN’ TELL TH’ 
BOYS ABOUT 
TH’ FEROCIOUS 
FIRE 
BREATHING 
DRAGON’ 






THAT’S ENOUGH QUESTIONS 
FOR NOW. UNCLE BONE MUST 
BE VERY TIRED. LET’S ALL GO 
HOME WHERE IT’S WARM AN? 
SAFE, AND THEN BONE CAN 
TELL US ALL ABOUT HIS 
ADVENTURE, 


MAYBE HE’? 
LIKE TO STOP, 


AND CLEAN 
UP FIRST. 
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OH, YES/ BY ALL MEANS! 
THERE’S A NICE, HOT SPRING JUST 
BACK OVER TH’ HILL’ WHY DON’T YOU 
STOP THERE TO FRESHEN UP’ 
C’MON ALONG, BOYS! SAY THANK 
YOU TO UNCLE BONE! 
NOW 
DID HE DEAR... 
REALLY SEE 
A DRAGON? 


\C WHAT DO THEY 


| 


THINK? I LIT MY NL DRAGON KNEW I WAS * 
HEAD ON FIRE TO* BABYSITTING TH’ ‘POSSUM 
KEEP WARM? KIDS? WHAT’S HE DOIN’? 


FOLLOWIN’ ME AROUND? 


ae 


4\ 
N 
leis 
rwWA 
q 
1H 
I 


we ~. 


HMMF-.’ DID 
TOO SEE A 
DRAGON’ 


THIS PLACE IS TOO WEIRD! 
THE FIRST SIGN OF 
SPRING I SEE... POW! 
I’M TAKIN’ OFF RIGHT 
THROUGH THOSE MOUNTAINS, 
WITH OR WITHOUT 
MY COUSINS’ 








Z 
So << 
: HAPPENED? a 


L p/ @& af 





I WON’T HURT YOU! 
OO 
l lip | 
y | \ 
LE \\ 

S| | 
4 
: A y 7 / 





7 





LITTLE 





RE THORN 7 





THORN 
BUG NAMED TED 7/ 


YOu 
DO YOU KNOW A 





ARE YOU 


we 
WY 
v 
Ww 
pa 
Q 
Ze 
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~O 
% 
be 
> 
uw 
Zz 





UM 





WHY, YES! I KNOW 
TED! HE’S A VERY 
GOOD FRIEND OF MINE’ 


I’VE BEEN LOOKIN’ 
FOR YOU ALL 


WINTER! ! 


CERTAINLY GREAT! THEN YOU 
SOUNDS CAN HELP ME AND MY 


COUSIN’S? YOU 
MEAN THERE’S 
MORE OF YOU? 
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YEAH! THEY’RE STUCK 
IN THIS VALLEY, TOO! 
BUT I HAVEN’T SEEN 

EITHER ONE OF ’EM 

SINCE WE GOT HIT 

BY THAT SWARM OF 
LOcusTs/ 


LIKE TED. COUSINS GET BACK 


TO BONEVILLE? 


Y’KNOW... 2 
SHOULD’VE ASKED 
THAT DRAGON 
IF HE’P SEEN 
MY COUSINS! 





YOU SHOULD’VE THE DRAGON! 
ASKED WHO? OH... WAIT A MINUTE, NEVERMIND’ 
Z GET IT’ yOu q I DON’T CARE! 
DON’T BELIEVE IN 
DRAGONS, BVO YOU? 


ONCE I’M BACK IN LL WELL, C'MON / 


BONEVILLE, I’LL NEVER 


EVEN HAVE TO THINK ABOUT THERE'S NO 


DRAGONS OR THIS CRAZY 


VALLEY AGAIN? | TIME TO LOSE!!! 


...BUT... . . WHAT’S 
I’VE NEVER HEARD WRONG? 
OF BONEVILLE. 
THERE IS A LITTLE 
VILLAGE DOWN 
THE ROAD CALLED 
BARRELHAVEN ... 
DOES THAT HELP? 





\/ 
I’M SURE WE CAN IT’S NOT JUST 
: GET YOU THROUGH THE THAT! EVEN IF £ 
OH... LI DON’T MOUNTAINS AS SOON <\COULD GET THROUGH 
BELONG IN THIS AS THE SNOW MELTS! THE MOUNTAINS, 1/2 
FOREST. NEVER FIND MY WAY 
MY HOME’S ON BACK ACROSS THE 
THE OTHER SIDE OF DESERT. YOU WERE 
THE MOUNTAINS... MY LAST HOPE. 


WELL, LET’S DID YOU SAY 
JUST CONCENTRATE RAT CREATURES? LET ME GUESS... 
ON FINDING YOUR PRETTY SURE, YOU DON’T 
COUSINS. YOU’RE UNLESS THE ‘ BELIEVE IN 
SURE THEY’RE HERE /\ RAT CREATURES RAT CREATURES. 
IN THE VALLEY? GOT ’EM. 


OH, YES I pO! = SAW TWO nowustento ) ( YEAH! x reay 
HAVE YOU SEEN OF VEM! ME... THIS IS SAW A DRAGON, TOO! 
ONE RECENTLY? TH? DRAGON IMPORTANT! YOU’RE LOOK AT MY HEAD! 
CHASED ’EM 
YOU REALLY SAW THIS IS? A TAN?! 
TWO RAT CREATURES? 





SOOT OFF YOUR a 
I THINK WE BETTER GET 
OUT OF HERE’ 


OKAY WITH ME’ 
WHERE WE 
GOING? 


LI LIVE WITH MY GRANDMOTHER JUST 
THROUGH THE WOODS. WE’LL GO THERE. 


WHAT ABOUT 
YOUR BUCKET? é OT THA 
WANT ME TO FILL é SCARY! IN FACT, 
IT? / THEY’RE KINDA DUMB, 


MY! AREN’T YOU BRAVE! 

I FEEL SAFER ALREADY! 

C’MON! GIVE ME YOUR 
HAND,’ 


WELL, I DON’T 
ipl en BRAG 
u 





WELL, DON’T JUST 
STAND THERE! 
l LET’S GO! 


Ws Far 
SaaS 
eo eG ZL 


OH, LISTEN, 
HE FIRST BIRDS 


COUSINS BACK IN 
BONEVILLE 
BEFORE YOU 
KNOW IT! 


rT <-> ’ Nl 1) \ | ) —~) _ 
ey Ne ie —S— = | eer 


Wi hy es Kt om x van 


AeA 
ARH ltl 








erumpP! 
6orunp! 
GRUMP! 


HUH ? 
WHA-- ? 


\% 
WAKE UP, SLEEPY HEAD! YOURE IN GRAN’MA BEN’S aaa 
y HOUSE! C’MON! GET UP! 
ay) fa I FIXED YOU SOME CAKES 
| I) i FOR BREAKFAST! 


SS, 
<7 





MY! YOU MUST/VE ENJOYED eee] | HERE'S YOUR CAKES! 
YOUR FIRST NIGHT INA HOUSE Wessel | AN? HERE’S SOME TEA! 
AFTER SLEEPING IN THE WOODS/ 
YOU DION’T EVEN HEAR ME 
WHEN I CAME DOWNSTAIRS! 7 


ens 


HELLO? ARE YOU AWAKE Ve 
YET, FONE BONE? IT’S Ao 
THORN! 


, é a | 
ME, pam| 


_ 


f/f 
Yi oe 
y 


| 
} 
(/ y 
y | 
4. 
\ 

' 
/ 





AH! YOU’RE AWAKE’ GOOD! NOW EAT YOUR BREAKFAST/ 
WE'VE GOT A LOT TO BO TODAY! GRAN’MA BEN IS COMING HOME 
FROM THE VILLAGE, AND I WANT TO CLEAN THE PLACE UP 


BEFORE SHE GETS HERE/ 


THAT’S RIGHT! SHE GOES INTO 
BARRELHAVEN EVERY SPRING TO 


SHOW OFF HER BEST RACING COWS’ 


YOUR 
GRAN’MA 
RACES 
cOwS?/ 


OH, IT’S A BIG EVENT HERE 
IN THE SPRING. PEOPLE BET CHICKENS 
ANP GOATS - - SOME FOLKS BET 
THEIR WHOLE LIVESTOCK ON HER! 
IF YOU WANT TO MAKE A GOOD 


HER ON HER COWS! SHE’S REAL 
PROUD OF HER COWS’ 











YEAH! SHE’S PRETTY 
GOOP, TOO! THERE’S 
HARPLY A COW IN THE 
WHOLE VALLEY THAT: 
CAN BEAT HER IN A 
100 YARD DASH’ 


DEFINITELY 
LOOKING FORWARD 
TO MEETING 
THIS LADY! 


Ee 


i. 





NOW, IF YOU’RE DONE Ni B® 
EATING, WHY DON’T WE GO 


OKAY BY 
ME! LET’S 


| r ia ‘) 
i! ee! + IKE: 







WHERE ZT COME ay CHOPPIN’ FIREWOOD 
FROM, WHAT YOU on IS A MANLY THING’ 
JUST SAIP IS “ny, AN’ SINCE 2’M THE S 
BACKWARDS! MAN, 2’LL BPO THE 
MANLY THING! 





HOW ABOUT IF WE GET | 
THE FIREWOOD LATER? 


SHE WON’T MIND! SHE 


OUT IN THE WOODS - - 
ESPECIALLY WITH THOSE RAT 
CREATURES AROUND’ 


BECAUSE DRAGONS DON’T 


EXIST, THAT’S WHY! WHAT PO 


YOU MEAN? 
YOU BELIEVE 
IN RAT 
CREATURES! 
WHY DON’T YOU 
BELIEVE IN 
DRAGONS? 


SO ...9O YOU THINK 
YOUR GRAN’MA WILL 
MIND ME STAYIN’ WITH 
YOU GUYS? I MEAN-- 
I DON’T WANNA CAUSE 
ANY PROBLEMS, 


JUST BO ME ONE 
FAVOR.’ WHEN GRAN’MA BEN 
GETS HERE, TRY NOT TO 
MENTION YOUR FRIEND 
THE DRAGON! 


BECAUSE EVERYBODY 
BELIEVES IN RAT CREATURES’ 

BUT YOU’RE THE ONLY 
ONE WHO’S EVER SEEN IT! 
A PRAGON! ‘ 


BELIEVE 





PO YOU 
HAVE PRAGONS 
BACK IN 
BONEVILLE? 


AN’ YOU KNOW 
WHAT ELSE? £ 
THINK THAT PRAGON 
IS FOLLOWIN’ ME 
AROUND! 


FONE BONE’ 

WE’VE BEEN 

OVER THIS A 
HUNDRED 


THANKS FOR THE SUPPORT, 
THORN, YOU KNOW, THAT’S 
WHAT THE PRAGON WANTS YOU 
TO THINK’ HE DOESN’T WANT YOU 
TO KNOW HE EXISTS/ 


WELL WE DON’T HAVE 
BIGMOUTHE?, PROOLING, 
RAT-LIKE MONSTERS, 
EITHER’ UNLESS YOU 
COUNT MY COUSIN 

PHONEY BONE! 


DRAGONS ARE 
MAKE BELIEVE, 
YOU WERE 
SEEING 
THINGS! 


BUT I’M TELLIN’ YA, © 
I SAW ONE! HE 
HAD A GOATEE, ’N’ A 
CIGARET, ’N’ BIG 
OL’ HAIRY EARS 
LIKE THIS! 


ACTUALLY, I 
JUST WANT HER 
TO THINK YOU’RE 





FONE BONE? 


COME BACK bree WHAT ARE YOU DOING? 
WITH MY BUCKET, 
you ! 


OH! THAT’S MY YOU HAVE 
KNAPSACK/ BOOKS 
I RAN BACK TO MY IN HERE? 
PLACE LAST NIGHT 
TO GET MY BOOKS! 


I LOVE BOOKS’ JUST SOME I’VE NEVER 

OOH! WHAT ARE COMIC BOOKS. / SEEN ONE BEFORE, 
THESE?” > ft BROUGHT 
THOSE FOR 

SMILEY BONE. 





YOU HAVEN’T? YOU MUST’VE Y DIDN'T you 


HAD A DEPRIVED CHILDHOOD. BRING 


THESE I BROUGHT FOR ANYTHING 4 
FOR 


PHONEY BONE... 
THEY’RE FINANCIAL YOURSELF? 
MAGAZINES! 


UH ... ARE YOU 
SURE YOU WANT TO 
KNOW? EVERY TIME I 
TRY TO TELL PEOPLE 
ABOUT MOBY DICK 
THEIR EYES GLAZE 

OVER’ 


WHAT ELSE HAVE 
HA. HA. YOU GOT IN HERE? 
VERY FUNNY. 


SURE! THIS IS MOBY DICK! 

IT’S MY FAVORITE BOOK! WHAT’S IT 
I’VE READ IT ABOUT? 
THREE TIMES! 


OKAY! IT’S ABOUT 
A WHALING VOYAGE, AN’ 
THIS GUY ISHMAEL F 


LET’S SEE... 
A BLANKET... 
AN OLD MAP 
THAT SMILEY 





THAT’S ABOUT IT! 

THE ONE THING I DIDN’T 

BRIN@ ENOUGH OF WAS 

FOOD AND WATER! 
WELL, TH’ TWO 
THINGS 











I DON’T KNOW .... 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
THIS MAP 
IS FAMILIAR ... 


WHY ARE 
YOU MAKING 
THAT FACE? 






I’M FINE, LET’S JUST 
FORGET IT. C’MON, GRAN’MA 
WILL BE HERE SOON... 





I CAN’T BELIEVE FONE 
BONE WOULD JUST LEAVE 
ME OUT HERE WANDERING 

AROUND HELPLESS 
ANP? HUNGRY! 


OOOH! WAIT’LL I GET MY HANDS 
ON THAT COUSIN OF MINE/ 


I’LL BET HE’S BACK IN 

BONEVILLE RIGHT NOW. 

SITTING IN MY HOUSE, 
EATING MY FOOD! 





WHAT A TRAVESTY! TH’ MOST FORCED TO EKE OUT A 


CHERISHED AND RESPECTED MISERABLE EXISTANCE 
(Not TO Bnabile WEALTHIEST/ 

ONE IN BONEVILLE-- OUT IN TH’ mee 
WOODS-- FENDING OFF ROCKS'N’MUD!! 
TH’ ELEMENTS WITH HIS 

BARE HANDS! 


HEY, YOU, 
WAKE UP/ 















THE NAME’S PHONEY BONE... ™ 
TH’ RICHEST BONE IN BONEVILLE! 
YOU’VE PROBABLY HEARP OF ME’ 
I’M LOOKIN’ FOR A 
GUY NAMEP FONE BONE. 
YOU SEEN HIM? 










N 
HEY/ LET’S KICK THAT PEA-SIZED 
DINOSAUR BRAIN INTO HIGH GEAR, HUH? 


WOULD IT HELP IF I ASKED TH’ 
QUESTION AGAIN SLOWER? 


UH, HEY, THERE, MAYBE LI BETTER! 
MISTER?’ IT COULD BE DAYS 

MAYBE YOU BEFORE TH’ MESSAGE 
BETTER REACHES THIS GUY’S 
LET ME BRAIN 

HELP YOU! 




















HOW ’BOUT WE TAKE OH, YEAH? 
A FEW STEPS OFF TO AN’ WHO eg 
STARBOARD. .. OUTTA ARE 
FIRIN’ RANGE... AN’ 
Z’LL ANSWER YER 
QUESTIONS FOR YA. 


I’M TED! 
I’M A BUG! 


SPARE ME TH’ DETAILS, 
FRIEND.’ I’M LOOKIN’ FOR 
A GUY NAMED FONE BONE. 
YOU SEEN HIM? 





\/ YOU HAVE?! 


GONE 7 \ x’M SAVED? 
° | WHERE IS -LQ “TAKE ME TO 
HE? YOUR LEADER! 


I GUESS I BUT I 
COULD TAKE TAWARN YA 


YA TO SEE 
THORN’S 
GRAN’MA ... 


NOT TAKE ALIVE WHO 
TO YER CAN RESIST 
ATTITUDE MY CHARMS! 
MUCH... 





WELL, MOVE IT 
, BUG! 
THIS IS TAKING 
FOREVER ON “ 
THOSE LITTLE 
LEGS OF 
YOURS! 


HI, GRANM\A ! 


HOW YOU POIN’? 


. 
WSS OS AS 





OH, HE LOOKS LIKE SUCH A NO, LI DON’T 
NICE YOUNG MAN. WOULD WANNA RIDE 

HE LIKE TO RIDE ONE OF ONE OF YER 
MY RACING COWS? STUPID 
cOwSs! 


WELL, HELLO, GRAN’MA, 
TED, DEAR! THIS HERE FELLA 
BEEN ASKIN’ TA 
MEET YA! 















TED, DEAR, I THINK YOU’D YES, M’AM. 
BETTER LEAVE. I’M GONNA ( SEE YA 
TEAR THIS LITTLE FELLA APART ) AROUND, PAL.) 
FROM THE INSIDE OurT. 





DO YOU LIKE KE IT? IT’S 
APPLE PIE, ei my "EAVORITE 
? : 
FONE BONE? OBBY. 


4 
a 


OO 






THIS IS FOR GRAN’MA -- .-- AND WE WANT TO BE REAb NICE TO 7 
SHE LOVES MY SPECIAL GRAN’MA BEFORE WE ASK ABOUT YOU 


APPLE PIE... STAYING —_ 









IT’S GRAN’MA! 
SHE’S HOME! 


YOUR GRAN’MA?! 
IT SOUNDS LIKE 

A STAMPEDE! /) 
nN 






WEY / wnars Goin’ 
ON?! TH’ WHOLE 
CABIN'S STARTIN’ 
TO SHAKE! 
















LOOK OUTSIDE! 
THAT’S HER 
FASTEST COW 

4 
THE CLEARING. AG 


omuere’'S OH, MY GOD! IT'S 
RIDING ’ PHONEY BONE I 








WHAT HAPPENED tJ N ; OH, MY 
TO PHONEY? “MA. GOOPNESS’ HE’LL 
RUIN TH’ DINNER! 
-- UH, OH -- 


I 
THINK HE’S 


IN TH 
FIREPLACE! 





; SAVE ME ! THAT 
TLL GET CRAZY OLD LADY 
TRIED TO 


HANG ON/ | | FONE BONE! (ctrrrons? ar 
YOU Out / He 
KILL ME !! 





N‘ 
LIKE TO 
KIDEEM, 
YOU Ov 


WATCH OUT / DO YOU LIKE 
DON’T LET COWS? I KNOW 
HER GET YOUR FRIEND 
A HOLD OF DOESN’T. 
YOU! 






‘ 
NO BUTS. I GRAN‘MA! CAN YOU MILK ‘EM? 
DON’T WANT ANY THEY’RE NOT PETS! IF YOU CAN’T MILK 
PETS RUNNING “EM, THEYRE 
AROUND TH’ HOUSE. 


YES! x BAKED ONE WHAT A 
OF MY SPECIAL SWEET THING 
APPLE PIE PIES JUST FOR YOU ARE! 
I SMELL? you, Z 


WHILE SHE’S 
DISTRACTED, 


(' | 
Es Sor 
PZ 
ne 


HOLD IT! ITSNor | | oveiee...> HELP! HELP’ 


THORN THINKS THEY’VE DESTROYED 
MY COUSIN’: 


GRAN’MA BEN CAN VRQ . EVERYTHING,’ 
HELP US GET BACK ] | 


TO BONEVILLE/ / p! 


OH, MY GOP! 
THEY'VE ALREADY 
YOU, HAVEN'T 

AMEY 222 
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GRAN’MA, THEY’RE BONES! 
THEY COME FROM A PLACE 
CALLED BONEVILLE’ AND 
THEY NEED OUR HELP, 
TO GET BACK! 


YOU HAVEN’T TH’ LAST TIME I 
SEEN HIM SINCE WE SAW THAT 
SPLIT UP? CHOWDER HEAD, 
BUT I KNOW HE’S IN HE WAS SAYIN’ 
TH’ VALLEY!’ I FOUND HOW COOL IT 
ONE OF HIS WAS THAT WE 
CIGAR BUTTS’ WERE ABOUT TO 
BE PULVERIZED 
BY INSECTS’ 


OH/ UH... SO, WHAT’VE YOU BEEN 
PHONEY, THIS DOIN’ WITH MY COUSIN? 
IS THORN’ YOU TWO GOT A 
THORN, LITTLE THING GOIN’, 
PHONEY. OR WHAT? 


SMILEY 7 
I THOUGHT HE 
WAS WITH 
you! 


YEAH! THAT’S TH’ AW, @uit vER 
LAST TIME £ SAW WORRYIN’/ 
HIM, TOO... 


INTRODUCE 


FRIEND, HERE? 


NO, HUH? 
FIGURES’ 
WHAT’? YA 
DO? BORE 
HER TO DEATH 
TALKIN’ ABOUT 
MOBY DICK? 
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I’M GOING TO BED. 
YOU CAN KEEP ’EM IF YOU 
WANT, BUT THEY HAVE TO 


SLEEP IN TH’ BARN. 
G’/NIGHT 


MA’M 
IT WAS 
NICE 
MEETING 


THIS ISN’T GOING QUITE 
THE WAY WE PLANNEP, |S IT? 
TELL ME. ..IS HE ALWAYS 
LIKE THIS? 


DON’T GO BACK IN THE HOUSE AND 
WORRY! KEEP AN EYE ON HIM. I HAVE 
z TO GO GET SOME FRESH 
CAN WATER FOR GRAN’MA TO 
HANDLE WASH UP WITH... 
PHONEY/ a 


FONE BONE, COULD 
I TALK TO YOU 
FOR A MOMENT? 


OUTSIDE? 


HMM. GRAN’MA’S GOING BACK 
TO BARRELHAVEN IN A FEW 
DAYS FOR THE SPRING FESTIVAL. 
IF WE CAN JUST KEEP THOSE 
TWO CALM UNTIL THEN, WE 
CAN ALL GO INTO TOWN TOGETHER 
TO LOOK FOR YOUR OTHER 
COUSIN. 


OKAY, PHONEY / 
WE HAVE TO GET A 
COUPLE OF THINGS 
STRAIGHT---:::: 





WHAT IK YOU 
DOING 7// 


THAT PIE WAS FOR 
GRAN’MA BEN! 
THORN WILL KILL US 
WHEN SHE FINDS 
OUT YOU TOOK IT’ 


FONE BONE’! 
PHONEY BONE.’ 


YOU BETTER NOT 
BE EATING THAT 
PIE! 


WHAT’S TH’ MATTER? 
YOU AFRAID OF GETTIN’ 
CAUGHT? QUIT BEIN’ 
A CHICKEN? 


WELL, BOYS... 
I CAN SEE WE’RE 
OFF TO A GOOD 
START! 
WE HAVEN’T 
SEEN IT! 
HONEST! 
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THAT’S TH’ 
SECOND TIME IN 
TWO DAYS THAT 
YOU’VE SPILLED 
TH’ MILK! 


LI CAN’T HELP IT. 
IVS A 
DISGUSTING 
WAY TO 
GET MILK? 


IT’S HOW YOU 
GET MILK’ IT’S DISGUSTING 
THERE’S THAT E HAVE 
NOTHING TO DO IT’ 
DISGUSTING 
ABOUT IT/ 





COME ON! A LITTLE?’ THAT 
A LITTLE, HONEST CRAZY OL’ LADY IS 
WORK ISN’T GOING & RUNNIN’ OUR BUTTS 
TO KILL YOu’ OFF! MILK TH’ COWS! 
FEED TH’ COWS’ 
TAKE CARE OF TH’ 
CHICKENS! 


WE’RE GONNA 
END UP IN TH’ 

WOODS IF YOU 
DON’T CLEAN 


I SHOULD’VE KNOWN YOU 
WOULDPN’T UNDERSTAND, 
YOU NEVER HAD ANY REAL 


THIS UP AN’ GET \WHAT IT’S LIKE TO LOSE 
ANOTHER BUCKET } EVERYTHING’ YOU DON’T 
KNOW WHAT IT’S LIKE TO 


OF MILK? 
BE BROKE! 


THEY ZE GETTING 
WRINKLE? / 
I'M TELLIN’ YA, 
® FONE BONE, L 
CAN‘T TAKE MUCH 
MORE OF THIS/! 


MONEY! YOU DON’T KNOW 


GRAN’MA BEN IS 

FEEDING US AND 

LETTIN’ US STAY IN 

HER BARN/ TH’ 

LEAST WE CAN DO 
IS HELP OUT! 


TH’ BARN STINKS, 
AND IT’S DRAFTY/ 
WASN’T FOR TH’ 
FOOD, I’D RATHER 
TAKE MY CHANCES 
BACK OUT IN TH’ 
woOops’ 


I’M HERE, 
AREN’T L? 
BESIDES, YOU’RE 
NOT BROKE! 
YOU’VE STILL GOT, 
A WAD OF BILLS 
ON You’ 


ONLY A COUPLE OF 
THOUSAND. .. STILL, 
THEY DO GIVE ME 
SOME COMFORT.’ 
LOOK’! AREN’T THEY 
BEAUTIFUL? 


IT’S NOT FOR MUCH LONGER! 
AS SOON AS WE FIN? SMILEY BONE 
WE’RE GONNA GET OUTTA HERE, 
UNTIL THEN, JUST TRY NOT TO 
GET US KICKED OFF 


ALL RIGHT, 
TH’ FARM, OKAY? 


ALL RIGHT. 
COOL YER JETS’ 
I’LL TRY NOT TO 

CAUSE ANY 
TROUBLE. 




















GOOD! I’NE GOTTA GO 
FIND THORN ... I PROMISED 
I’D HELP HER CHURN 


i YEAH, YEAH. 
BUTTER TODAY: STICK SOME 


HAY IN MY 
TEETH AN’ 
CALL ME 
GOOBER! 


CHEER UP, 
PHONEY,’ 

BREAKFAST 

WILL BE READY 








GOOP MORNIN’, GRAN’MA! 
YOU ALL SET FOR OUR BIG 
TRIP TO BARRELHAVEN 






- > 
I’M STILL PACKIN’- - HMMF. HOW ARE 
I SEEM TO BE MISSING A PAIR OF THINGS GOIN’ IN TH’ 
BLOOMERS, THOUGH... YOU BARN THIS MORNIN’? 
AN’ YOUR COUSIN WOULON’T ANY MORE TROUBLE? 
KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THAT, 
WOULD YOU? 





YES, MA’M! 
THORN ANP I ARE 
GOING TO CHURN 
BUTTER, AND BAKE 

THESE LITTLE BREAD 

THINGS WITH STUFF 

IN “EM TO TAKE ON 
TH’ JOURNEY- 


THAT’S GOOD. WE’VE 
GOT A TIGHT 
SCHEDULE ----3/% 


IT’S NOT TH’ BREAD, BONE! 
IT’S TH’ GITCHY FEELIN’/ 
--|IT JUST COME AT ME 


TH’ 
GITCHY 
FEELIN’? 
WHAT’S 

THAT? 


.. -THERE...IT’S STARTIN’ TO 
PASS. MAYBE WHATEVER’S GOIN’ 
TO HAPPEN WON’T BE SO BAD... 


ARE YOU 
OKAY? 


DON’T YOU 
WANT TH’ 
BREAD 
THINGS? 


TH’ GITCHY?! IT’S A TERRIBLE FEELIN’ 
THAT MAKES YOUR HEAD SWIM, AN’ 
YOUR LEGS WOBBLE! IT’S A POWERFUL 

OMEN OF BAD THINGS TO COME! 


IT’S GONE NOW. BUT TH’ 
GITCHY FEELIN’ IS NEVER WRONG! 
YOU KEEP AN EYE ON THAT 
COUSIN OF YOURS, YOU HEAR? 





PHONEY/ DIP YOU 
DO SOMETHING WITH 
GRAN’MA BEN’S BLOOMERS? 


you Bey I KINDA MADE A 


LITTLE HOLE IN TH’ 
WALL, AND THOSE 
WERE THE BIGGEST 
THINGS I COULD FIND 
TO COVER IT UP! 


YOU WERE TH’ DO YOU HAVE TO KEEP 
RICHEST BONE IN BRINGING THAT UP?/ 


BONEVILLE, AND A 
LYNCH MOB CHASED US 
SCHEMES THAT FOR TWO WEEKS! 
GOT US INTO THIS JEEZ! ONE LITTLE 
MESS, REMEMBER? / MISTAKE, AND I GOTTA 
HEAR ABOUT IT TH’ REST 
OF MY bIFE?/ 


YEH, L TOOK ’EM 
OFF TH’ CLOTHES- 
LINE AND NAILED 


“EM UP ON TH’ 
SIDE OF TH’ BARN. 


you 


CAN’T TALK THAT 


YOU’/RE WAY TO ME! I’M 
REALLY PUSHIN’ YOUR COUSIN? I’M 
IT, THIS TIME, TH’ RICHEST BONE IN 


PHONEY,’ 


MAYBE YOU/’LL THINK 
TWICE NEXT TIME 
BEFORE YOU BUILD _AN 


OR PHANAGE 


HAZARDOUS 
WASTE 
LANDFILL /! 


BONEVILLE/ 


WHAT IS 
WRONG WITH 
THAT?’ 
THAT’S TWO 
COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 
ROLLED INTO 
ONE’! 

IT WAS TH’ 


ULTIMATE 
TAX 





WHAT? COMBINING A 
SLAUGHTER HOUSE 
WITH A 
PETTING ZOO?! 
OH, YEA! THAT WAS 
BRILLIANT! 


YOU NEVER 
LEARN, 
DO YOU? 


I SHOULDA STUCK 
WITH MY FIRST 
IDEA? 


CAN’T YOU MAKE IT 
THROUGH ONE MORE 
DAY WITHOUT GETTING 
US IN TROUBLE? 
WE’RE GOIN’ INTO 
TOWN WITH GRAN’MA 
TOMORROW! 


TOMORROW |S TH’ 
FIRST DAY OF TH’ 
SPRING FAIR’ 
THIS’LL BE OUR 
BEST SHOT 
AT FINDING 
SMILEY BONE! 


WHAT ARE 


GRAN’MA SAID THAT 
WE WAITIN’ 


LAST WEEK PEOPLE 
WERE ALREADY COMIN’ IN 
FROM ALL OVER TH’ 
NALLEY- - - SETTIN’ UP 
BOOTHS AN’ GETTIN’ 

READY! 
POPSICLE 
STAND 
NOW, 


WELL, I FIGURE - IF : 
SMILEY’S SOMEWHERE BACK UP. 
IN TH’ VALLEY, HE’S BOUNP\ YOU MEAN 
PEOPLE 

ACTUALLY 


OKAY, 
FONE BONE! 
L/LL BE GOOD! 


SOME FOLKS BET I POSITIVELY 


YOU KNOW HOW 
MUCH HE LIKES TO BET 
ON RACES! 


EVERYTHING 


BET MONEY THEY’VE GOT! 


ON THAT 
> OL’ BAG TO 
BEAT A COW 


INA 
FOOTRACE? 


GUARANTEE YOU 


WON’T HEAR 
ANOTHER PEEP 
OUTTA ME 
ALL DAY! 





YEAH, NOW GET ' 
OFF MY BACK! 
NOTHING! I SAID I 
Seca ectibe P oWHAT ARE > WON’T MESS UP YOUR PLAN 
f YOU UP TO GO INTO TOWN TO LOOK 
THORN: FOR SMILEY, AN’ 


| 9 
I’VE gor Sture TO: ay = MEANT IT! 


AND I WON’T & 
I THINK £ 
eae ACE Me ee Probes \\ EME TOR 
; pov HAVE A PIECE CALLIN’ YA 
TH’ REST OF \ OF PAPER? ‘ 
TH’ DAY, in WANT : 


A IT IN 
RIGHT? \. writing?’ 





KEALLY 27/ 


OKAY, PHONEY? 
SEE YA 
TONIGHT! ¢ 







YEP, YOU WON’T HEAR 
A PEEP OUTTA ME, 
“CAUSE fF AIN’T GONNA 

BE HERE,’ 


SOUNDS LIKE A LOTTA MONEY’S GONNA 
CHANGE HANDS TOMORROW, AN’ I DON’T 
SEE WHY GRAN’MA BEN SHOULD HOG 


FONE BONE WON’T MIN? 
IF LT BORROW A FEW OF HIS 
THINGS ...I MIGHT NEED “EM 
ON MY WAY TO TOWN... 


NO, SIRREE! ic 


THERE’S BOOKMAKIN’ TO BE 
DONE, 2’M TH’ MAN TO BO IT! 





DOWN TO OH, Soil BONE, YOU’RE GOING 
TO LOVE THE FESTIVAL! 
WHERE WE GOIN’? TUMBLERS, ANP SINGERS! AND 
eZ MY FAVORITE PART- - THE BOOTHS” 


y THERE ARE ROWS AND ROWS OF AN 
BOOTHS, AND? YOU CAN BUY THE MOST LOOK- - BUT THIS YEAR 
AMAZING THINGS! THEY HAVE HONEY, I’M GOING TO GET A 
AND PEACOCK FEATHERS, BOTTLE OF DYE FROM 
ANP SILK ROBES! THE SOUTH, ANP I’M 
GOING TO MAKE A 
BEAUTIFUL BLUE DRESS! // 


y 
HOW COME WE DIDN’T A BATH? 

BRING ANY BUCKETS TO| |. WHAT KIND OF BATH? 
CARRY TH’ WATER 7 


CHMYGOSH 


yOU WANT 
A TO GET [Ss 

NOT po CLEANED UP /& 
GETTING ‘ ‘ FOR THE & 
FESTIVAL, 
DON’T YOU? 





7 


, 


- FONE BONE 
COULD YOU BE A 
LITTLE MORE 
CAREFUL WITH 
THE SOAP? 
THE SOAP, 
SILLY! yOu 
JUST ATE THE 
WHOLE BAR/ 


--eUM.. 


Buk Yo 

eth 
woe uW> 
S2O7KES 
be5395 
ZNO Aa 
§22 8 


ME THE SOAP? 
I LEFT IT IN THE POCKET 


I’VE 
NEVER 
DONE 


WOULP YOU BRING 
THIS 
BEFORE... 


OF MY DRESS 


a 
EEN SAA Yrs 





RRERR. THERE WAS A 
PATH HERE A SECOND 
AGO/ WHAT HAPPENED? 

TONT? 


\ 7 
WHY DOESN’T SOMEBODY I COULP BUILD A 
BUILD SOME ROADS TOLL ROAD’ 
IN THIS HMM. MAYBE I SHOULD 
PLACE?! LOOK INTO THAT.... YEAH! x CAN ALMOST 
HEAR THOSE LITTLE COINS 
CALLING OUT TO ME NOW- - 


OVER HERE! 
IN TH’ TREE/ 


THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
FONE BONE’ 
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WW His cousin2 J [NO, THANKS. YX ? Bp 1) 
ALL RIGHT? I’M ON MY HEY, MISTER . ) 
YOU WANNA PLAY 

ITH US? 


AY tee hm YOU KNOW TH 
TOWN. YINTO vq 


LEARNIN’ 
HOW TO 
HANG BY OUR 
TAILS! 












THANKS, KID/ 

WHEN I COME 
BACK, T’LL 

BRING YOU 

A CARROT! 


LUCKY THING I RAN 
INTO THOSE KIDS’ 
y AS SOON AS I’M BACK 
ON TH’ RIGHT PATH, I 
SHOULD GET TO | 
BARRELHAVEN IN 
NO TIME! 








TH’ FIRST THING LI GOTTA 


DO IS HIT TH’ LOCAL TAVERN SWE of / / JEEZ | 

AN’ FIN? OUT WHO’S IN TOWN SMT. OooH! MAN: : 
TO BET ON TH’ RACE... SOMETHING AROUND : , 
HERE SURE STINKS! ees 





UH, OH: 
SOMEBODY’S 
COMIN’! 





QUIET ! 


I’VE HAD SCOUTS OUT 
LOOKING FOR YOU TWO’ 


Y¥-YOU HAVE? 
HOW 


FLATTERING!’ 
I’M FLATTERED! 


ARE YOU 
FLATTERED? 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING HERE? 
MAYIKISS of 
YOUR FEET? ¢ ) 
I WISH I HAD ~ 
SOME QUICHE | 
ICOULD 
OFFER YOU-- 


YOU TWO ARE STARTING 
TO MAKE ME LOOK BAD. 
THE HOODED ONE HAS 
SUMMONEP YOU BOTH 
TO A HIGH COUNCIL-- 

TONIGHT! 


W-WOULPD YOU 
LIKE SOME OF 
THE SMALL DEAD 
THING I FOUND 
UNDER A BUSH? 
I WAS SAVING 
HALF FOR 

LATER, BUT 2% 
YOU’RE MORE 
THAN WELCOME-- 





HE HAS RECEIVED WORD 
THAT THE ONE WE SEEK-~-- 
THE SMALL, BALD CREATURE 
WITH THE STAR ON IT’S 
CHEST-- HAS BEEN SEEN 

IN THE VALLEY’ 


HE HAS?/ 
BUT-- 
BUT-- 


SEEN IN YOUR 
TERRITORY! 


COME WITH ME / 


YES, SIRE! 
RIGHT 





EVERYTHING’S DIP yOu HW NO. AN’ MY BOOTS AN’ 
READY FOR FIND TH’ KNAPSACK ARE MISSING, J WE LOOKED FOR HIM, BUT 
TOMORROW. I LITTLE W/m TOO! LI THINK HE THERE’S NO SIGN OF HIM 
JUST WISH I SQUIRT? 7 “A WENT INTO TOWN ON THE ROAD. WE WENT 
COULD SHAKE WITHOUT US! ALL THE WAY TO OLD MAN’S 
THIS GITCHY . CANE BEFORE IT GOT 
FEELIN’ I TOO DARK. I’M SURE 
GOT! Z WE’LL FIND HIM AT THE 
: FAIR TOMORROW. 


HMM. I BPON’T LIKE IT. AN’ THERE’S RUN BACK TO TH’ BARN, AN’ GET YOUR 
A BAD MOON OUT TONIGHT, TOO. BLANKET. I THINK YOU BETTER COME IN 
TH’ HOUSE WITH US TONIGHT. 








ssseZL HAVE RECEIVED WORD THAT THE ONE 
WE SEEK HAS BEEN SEEN IN YOUR TERRITORY.... 
+e HOW 1S IT THAT YOU HAVE NOT BROUGHT HIM TO ME ? 


BuT ON SEVERAL WE FIRST SAW DID YOU THINK 
WE -- WE HAVE NOT OCCASIONS WE HAVE HIM ON THE WESTERN THIS WAS 
SEEN THE ONE WHO SEEN ONE WHO 15 RIDGE -- ON THE INSIGNIFICANT ? 
BEARS THE STAR-- MUCH LIKE HIM IN DRAGONS’ STAIR-- WHY DID You NOT 
DESCRIPTION.... WE HAVE SEEN THIS CAPTURE THE 
HE |S CALLED NEW CREATURE CREATURE AND 
FONE BONE.... TWICE MORE IN BRING (tT TO 
THE VALLEY THE 
NEAR THE COUNCIL 7 
WATERFALL.--- ! \ 


WE TRIED TO CAPTURE 
HIM, MASTER....BUT HE IS 
ee HE BEARS CHARMED ! 
NO STAR... HE 1S UNDER THE PROTECTION 
OF THE GREAT RED 
DRAGON ! 
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THE CREATURE IS ON 
A SMALL FARM NEAR THE 
HOT SPRINGS... HE STAYS 
WITH THE OLD COW WOMAN 

++» MOTHER BEN..-.-- 


WE TRIED TO 
SPy.... BUT THE 
DRAGON TREDS 
A WIDE CIRCLE 
AROUND HIM... 


+eas THESE ARE GRAVE 
TIDINGS....1T WOULD NOT 
BE WELL FOR THE DRAGON 
TO LEARN OF OUR PLANGS..--- 


.. IE WE MUST RISK A KINGDOK... PREPARE TWO WITH THE FIRST. «+. 
WAR PARTIES ..-. TAKE A SCOUR THE COUNTRYSIDE. 
THOUSAND WARRIORS SEARCH THE ROAD AND THE 
1 BAER ae LANDS BEYOND THE 
WATERFALL...» FIND 
THE ONE WHO BEARS 
THE STAR 


CONFRONTATION..««>+- 
WE MUST DO IT NOW... 
WHILE THE DRAGON'S 
SUSPICIONS SLEEP...- 


see SE THE DRAGON IS STILL le SEND THE SECOND PARTY 

WATCHING.... THIS ACTIVITY ; TO THE FARM HOUSE....- 

WILL DRAW HIM OFF,.. LEAVING S DESTROY IT. 

THE OLD COW WOMAN | «. KILL THE NEW CREATURE... 
UNGUARDED 


LET US HOPE THAT THE DEATH 
OF THIS FONE BONE WILL CAUSE 
THE DRAGON TO LEAVE 

THE VALLEY AND RETURN 


TO DEREN GARD.... 
oee GO NOW..-- 


WE ATTACK TONIGHT 
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Pf 7 | WX FILL 
THEY’VE TIT Ilr 4 EVERY 
GONE TO JOIN 11 ii7 o @ VESSEL 
THEM ON | WITH 
THE WALLS’ | im J WATER! 


“ONLY WHAT 
YOU CAN 
CARRY... 


Ne AIP 


Qe tn 


N THEY’VE ON , HURRY! 

BN) ENTERED THE AAO Per ¥ TAKE 

8] COURTYARD | ; a | THE 

\) : : CHILD! 

. \ ad iS : 
\ 





\N 
\ 


\ 





FONE BONE,’ I HAD THE DREAM 
A@AIN, THE RAT CREATURES 
WERE ATTACKING! iT’ 


NO 
oe j 


HAPPENING! / 


THE RAT CREATURES HAVE 
SURROUNDED TH’ FARM !! 
HURRY ! GRANMA'S 
WAITING FOR US 
POWNS PIR S/ 








DO YOU THINK 
IT’S SAFE TO HAVE 
ALL THESE LIGHTS 

BURNIN’? 
MAYBE WE 
SHOULD 
DOUSE ’EM! 


NO. TH’ LIGHTS 
ARE KEEPIN’ 
TH’ MONSTERS 
BACK! 


GRAN'MA7/ 
_ aaa 


THEY’VE SURROUNDED 
THE HOUSE ... HURRY 
DOWN HERE’ 


IF IT WAS DARK IN HERE, AN’ THE 
RAT CREATURES THOUGHT WE WERE 
ASLEEP- - WE’D BE 
DEAD 
RIGHT NOW. 





HOW MANY DON’T KNOW... ’ THORN, DEAR ... BRING 

ARE THERE? HERE, BONE. HOLD SH, AEN, ME A POKER FROM THE 
THIS! Pemuene FIREPLACE - - AND YOU 

Tat oD BETTER PUT SOME 
SHOES ON... 


DO YOU HAVE I HAVE AN OKAY, CHILDREN.’ LISTEN 
A PLAN, GRAN’MA? IDEA THAT CLOSELY! THIS IS WHAT WE’RE 
MIGHT WORK. GOING TO DO... 


~- - WHEN I SAY RUN... 
YOU RUN! - 


“GOT THAT? 





DON'T WORRY | | J FOUGHT TH’ 
ABOUT ME] | RATS BACK 











WHAT 
WAPPENED 7 
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BARTENDER! 


PRING ME A BEER / 


© YA ACT 
LIKE YA NEVER 
SEEN A GUY ORDER 
A BEER BEFORE! 


WHATS EVERYBODY 
STARIN’ AT 7! 


ZARTENDER! 


WHERE'S MY ----- s 





YA MEAN 
IT, PHONEY? 


YOU’RE 
HAPPY TO 
SEE ME? 


THIS CALLS FOR 
A TOAST! 
LET ME Buy 
YOU A 


WHADDYA SAY 
WE HAVE ANOTHER 
ROUND ON yOu, 

OV’ FRIEND! 


DARN RIGHT !! 
FONE BONE WOULDN'T 
LET ME LEAVE THIS 
STUPID VALLEY 
UNLESS 1 FOUND 
YOU FIRST! 


SURE’ WHY NOT? 
I GOT A FEELIN’ MY LUCK’S 
ABOUT TO CHANGE! 
- - GUESS WHERE 
FONE BONE |S RIGHT NOW, ME TOO: 
HE’S WITH GRAN’MA BEN! THERE’S GONNA 
YOU KNOW - - TH’ OLD BE SOME 
LADY THAT RACES aN as 


cows! f  ) \ caw’ on’ 





SO I’NE 
HEARD, 


Is 
ANYBODY 
DOIN’ TH’ 
BOOKMAKIN’? 


EXCELLENT / 
I GOT AN IDEA 
THAT’LL MAKE US 
A LOTTA 
MONEY! 


THAT WASN’T A 
SILLY IDEA’ 
TH’ 
LETTUCE 
WOULPN’T SPOIL 
FOR DECADES! 


NOT YET... BUT 
FROM WHAT I’VE 
PICKED UP- - 
YOUR FRIEND 
GRAN’MA IS 
TH’ OPPS ON 

_ FAVORITE! 


UH, OH! I HOPE THIS 
ISN’T GONNA BE ONE OF 
THOSE SILLY IDEAS 
YOU USED TO PULL 
BACK IN 
BONEVILLE/ 


GREAT! PERFECT, 
HOW MUCH TIME 
DO WE HAVE? 


REMEMBER TH’ FIRST 
TIME YOU GOT US RUN 
OUT OF TOWN? YOU 
OPENED UP A CHAIN OF 
FRANCHISES - - BONE 
ENVIRONMENTAL: NUCLEAR 
REACTOR AND ENDLESS 
SALAD 
BARS’ 


OH, YEAH, YOU’RE 
A BRILLIANT 


WHAT 7 I GET 10 
WEAK A COW 
7! COOL! 
NOW- - WHERE NOTHER 
ARE WE GONNA 


FIND A 
cOw suit? 





KEEP IT DOWN, OH, NO/ NoT ANOTHER ONE./ 


YOU CORN HEAD! I DON’T 
wo anvbcer Ta ROng |p" ee Beles BoE FOF 


WE’RE TOGETHER! 


THAT’S FIVE MUGS OF JUST LIKE THIS OTHER IDIOT 
MY BEST ALE!’ YOU OWE WAS GOOD 


ME TWO EGGS, AN’ _/ _ RELAX, 
I WANT | KING KONG’ 


FOR IT?” 


I’VE HAD IT UP TO HERE WITH IT’S MY CUP UNTIL YOU JEEZ / 
YOU DRIFTERS COMIN’ INTO PAY ME THE TWO EGGS . 
TOWN FOR TH’ FESTIVAL -~2- QUIT YOU OWE ME! WHAT A 
TRYIN’ TO GET BEER BREATHIN’ : HOTHEAD! 
ON CREDIT! IN MY <7 HERE! 
a ; 2 TAKE IT 
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TWO EGGS, PAL! 
WHAT? DID TH” 
PRICE GO UP? 


NOBODY murates A MINT NOTE 
AROUND ME AN’ LIVES TO TELL 
About It’ SAY YER 
sw PKAYEKS, 
CHUCKLES ! 


CHUCKLES WANTS 
REAL EGGS’ 


OKAY, SHORTY/ 

GET IN TH’ KITCHEN, 

YOU CAN WORK OFF 
YER BAR TAB... 


THEY TRADE 
GOOPS 


AND 
SERVICES. 
IVS A 
BARTER 
SYSTEM! 


SMILEY - - WHY DID YOU 
KEEP GIVING ME BEER? 
YOU KNOW I DON’T CARRY 


DAIRY 
PROVUCTS J? 


LOOKS LIKE 
I MISSED 
SOME OF 

THOSE DIRTY 
GLASSES’ 








L 


SMAUL! 
CREATURE 





«ee + DEFIANCE WILL NOT 
BE TOLERATED 
Ol 


MINUTE / 


DO yOu 
SMELL THAT?/ 


THORN’ 
ENERYTHING’S 


FONE BONE / 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 7/ 


DRAGON / 
HE'S HERE / 


I KNOW YOU DON’T 
BELIEVE IN DRAGONS, 
BUT THESE GUYS 

‘ 


WATCH THIS 





OKAY, FELLAS! PARTY’S OVER! 
BREAK IT UP! LET’S GO! 
TH’ DRAGON’LL BE HERE ANY 
MINUTE NOW, AN’ YOU DON’T 
WANNA BE HERE WHEN 
HE SHOWS UP’! 


ARE YOU 
STILL 
HERE? 

GOON! 


JUST THE SIGHT OF TH’ 
DRAGON SENDS THESE GUYS 
INTO A PANIC’ THEY RUN 
LIKE THEIR FUR’S ON FIRE, 


Sniff / Sn l / 
THAT’S WEIRD! 
I DON’T SMELL 
IT ANYMORE, 
EITHER,’ 





WHY, LOOK, TED. IT’S A 
MEETING OF THE NEW 
COMMUNITY LEADERS. 


W999! one 


OUR NUMBERS 
ARE TOO 


I BELIEVE THIS 
VIOLATES OUR 
AGREEMENT... 


FUNNY YOU SHOULD MENTION 
THAT- - HOW MANY WARRIORS DO 
YOU HAVE BETWEEN HERE AND THE 

WATERFALL? A THOUSAND? 
TWO THOUSAND? 


YOU WOULP NOT § you RUN AND TELL 
BE SO BOLD IF KINGDOK THAT I’M 


KINGDOK 7 HIM! 
A lala WATCHIN’ HIM: 





WE ARE NOT COMRADES! KILL 
AF KAI? OF THE DRA---- 3‘ 





.«- THE RAT CREATURES 
ATTACKED OUR FARM - ~ 


E LEFT MY GRANDMOTHER 
THERE ALONE’ 








Stop! Stor! 
LOOK! 








THEY 
DESTROYED 
YOUR 
GRAN’MA’S 
HOUSE! 


...Z KNOW IT LOOKS BAD 


BUT WE NEED TO BE CAREFUL? WE’RE \ 
NOT GONNA HELP YOUR GRANPMOTHER 
BY RUSHIN’ OUT IN TH’ OPEN’ 


WE NEED TO MAKE SURE 
THERE’RE NO RAT CREATURES 
; HANGIN’ AROUND... 








22+. THEY MIGHT 
BE WATCHING! 


GRAN'MA BEN / 
WHERE ARE YOU 7 
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ARE YOU 
ALL 


RIGHT? 


= 
«+ WHEN YOU AN’ BONE LEFT TH’ 
HOUSE, ALL TH’ FIGHT WENT OUT 
OF ‘EM! ZI WAS MUCH MORE 
WORRIED ABOUT yOu! 


QVy 


THORN? 
IS THAT 
YOu, PEAR? 


OH, GOOD! 
YOU/RE SAFE? 


OF COURSE I AM, DEAR’ 
ZL FOUGHT TH’ RATS BACK 
IN TH’ BIG WAR! BESIDES, 
I WASN’T REALLY IN DANGER... 


WE ALMOST GOT CAUGHT, 
BUT THE DRAGON SAVED US! 





WELL ... LOOKS LIKE 
EVERYTHING’S 
UNPER CONTROL HERE. 
GUESS T’LL BE 
GOIN’. 





\ 
Ra 2 ee. wi 
i ie 
~ NNN 


GRAN/MA! WHAT ARE you y NOT NOW, THORN. MR,BONE FROM 
DOING 7! THE DRAGON JUST BONEVILLE ‘AN’ I HAVE TO HAVE A LITTLE 


SAVED OUR LIVES! ‘ 





AND you 
HAVE A LOT OF 


(tHe FAIR 7’ you're 
NOT STILL WORRIED 


THINGS TO DO BEFORE P ABOUT YOUR COW 


WE LEAVE FOR TH’ 
SPRING FAIR! 


BONE AND I 

WILL HITCH UP 
TH’ CART. yOu 
BE A SWEETHEART 
AND PUT OUT TH’ 


SHE’S NOT EVEN 
LISTENING TO US! 
CAN YOU BELIEVE 

SHE WANTS TO GO 
TO TH’ FAIR?! 


FIRE ON TH’ ROOF! 


ARE YOU 
= KIDDING? 

I STILL CAN’T 
GET OVER TH’ 
FACT THAT SHE 
HAS A FIRST 
_ NAME! 


s\( AN' SMILEY ? 
WE HAVE To 


DEAR... I’M NOT 

A COMPLETE 
NINCOMPOOP! 

WE’LL BE SAFER 

IN TOWN! AND, WITH ANY 
LUCK, WE'LL BE ABLE To 
FIND HiS COUSINS / 


YOU'RE RIGHT! 
I’LL TAKE 
CARE OF 

THE ROOF’ 


LAST NIGHT, SO TH’ LUGGAGE 
IS ALREADY OUT IN TH’ BARN. 
COME TOIN US WHEN YOU 

GET DONE. : 


PLEASE, 
THORN’? 
WE HAVE TO 
GO! WE 
DON’T KNOW 
IF THEY’RE 


WHAT ABOUT THAT SHIFTY 
COUSIN OF YOURS? YOU 
THINK PHONEY BONE 
MIGHT’VE HAD SOME 
DEALIN’S WITH EM? 


DLL ASK TH’ QUESTIONS’ 
ZI WANNA KNOW 

WHY THOSE 

MONSTERS 

WERE AFTER 

you... AN’ 

I WANT TH’ 

TRUTH! 


GRAN’MA? WHAT 
WAS THAT WITH YOU 
AN’ TH’ PRAGON? DO YOU. 

@UYS KNOW EACH 


CREATURES 

BACK WHERE 

WE COME 
FROM! 








WELL, ACTUALLY, Z WASN’T 
RUN OUTTA BONEVILLE - - 


IN FACT, WE 
NEVER EVEN HEARD 
OF RAT CREATURES 
BEFORE WE GOT RUN 
OUT OF BONEVILLE’ 





SO TH’ BONES 


PHONEY DECIDED HE was 
RAN HIM OUTTA 


GONNA RUN FOR 
MAYOR! 

HIS CAMPAIGN SLOGAN 
WAS: “AN’ Z’VE GOT 
TH’ MONEY TO DO IT, 

TOO!” 


HUH? WELL, GOOD 
FOR THEM! 


WELL, HE CAN IN BONEVILLE. ANYWAY, 
HE WANTEP TO MAKE THE OFFICIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT A BIG SOCIAL EVENT, 
SO HE DECIDED TO THROW A PICNIC 
DOWN ON TH’ BANKS OF TH’ 
ROLLING BONE RIVER... 








4 
TOWN FOR THAT, 


PHONEY WAS’ 
SMILEY AN’ I JUST HELPED 
HIM GET AWAY! 























-_ 
THAT GREEDY, 
LITTLE, LoupMOUTH? 
NOT IN MY TOWN 
| ANYBODY HE COULDN'T! 
CAN RUN 
FOR 
MAYOR. 
EVEN 
PHONEY! 


THERE’S A BEAUTIFUL PARK THERE 
WITH GREEN, SLOPING LAWNS THAT 
STRETCH TO THE EDGE OF TH’ WATER. 
IT’S JUST FAR ENOUGH AWAY FROM 
TH’ HUSTLE AN’ BUSTLE OF 
DOWNTOWN BONEVILLE 
THAT THERE WOULDN’T 

BE ANY 
DISTRACTIONS! 








PHONEY INVITED EVERYBODY IN THEN TH’ BIG DAY ARRIVED, AN’ TH’ WHOLE 
TOWN - ~ AN’ HE PROMISED 4 | TOWN TURNED OUT! TH’ KIDS WERE 
FREE FOOD FOR ANYONE WHO PLAYIN’ UNDER TH’ TREES, 
SHOWED UP! PRETTY SOON, AN’ THE WOMEN WORE 
TH’ PICNIC WAS TH’ TALK SUN-BONNETS AN’ FANCY 
OF BONEVILLE! ~ DRESSES! THE PICNIC 
WAS OFF TO A 
PERFECT START! 


THERE’S A STATUE IN TH’ PARK ..- AND? JUST TO ADP TO TH’ 
OF BONEVILLE’S FOUNDER - - FESTIVITIES, PHONEY HAD A SOS, 
“BIG” JOHNSON BONE - - BALLOON MAVE OF HIMSELF! 
AN’ SINCE MY COUSINS AN’ I TH’ BALLOON WAS TIED TO 
ARE DESCENDANTS OF HIS, PHONEY OL’ ‘BIG” JOHNSON! 
WANTED TO MAKE HIS - 


Silliman A FRONT OF / > FASTEN THAT 


ENP THERE, 


EVERYTHING WAS GOIN’ GREAT! YEAH. YOU KNOW PHONEY. 
FOLKS WERE LISTENIN’ TO TH’ HE GOT A GOOD DEAL ON 
FIRE-HOUSE BAND AN’ ENTOYIN’ SOME PRUNES FROM A 
TH’ SUNSHINE! TH’ FOOD WAS DISCOUNT PRUNE BROKER! 
PASSED OUT AN’ THERE WERE 
PLENTY OF PRUNE TARTS 

li 
FOR EVERYONE: PRUNE 


TARTS? 





SO ANYWAY, HE MAKES VV THAT’S WHEN A GUST OF WIND CAME OFF 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT, RIGHT? TH’ RIVER AND PULLED TH’ BALLOON LOOSE! 
HE GETS UP AND THE STATUE CAME OFF ITS BASE AN’ WAS 

DECLARES HIS CANDIDACY DANGLIN’ OFF TH’ BALLOON’S ANKLE! 
FOR MAYOR OF ALL OF A SUDDEN, THIS GIANT, INFLATABLE 
BONEVILLE? PHONEY BONE STARTED MOVING TOWARD 
Fas : THE CROWD! 


TEACHER, MISS GCRAB-BONE, WAS THE _~ ...1T WAS AWFUL? 

FIRST TO PANIC! SHE STARTED EVERYONE WAS STUNNED! 
SCREAMING AND RUNNING BACK AN’ FORTH! AT FIRST NOBODY MOVED! 
THE BALLOON CHASED HER INTO TH’ RIVER 4 \ THEY JUST SAT THERE 

BEFORE SMILEY AND I COULD LET AY \ WITH THIS LOOK OF 
THE AIR OUT OF IT! ] }— HORROR ON THEIR FACES! 


AN’ THAT’S 
WHEN THEY 
RAN YOU THAT’S WHEN 
OUTTA TH’ BAD 
TOWN. PRUNES 
KICKED IN... 
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HEY, SMILEY? TAKE THAT TUB 
OF GLASSES BACK TO YOUR 
/ WE’RE OUT OF MUGS 
N/ 


LUCIUS SAYS YA GOTTA WASH 
THESE, PRONTO! WE GOT ALOT 
OF THIRSTY CUSTOMERS 

OUT FRONT! 


= SA BIS 
the i : 
Barrel~\ PSI 
50000 
5 Haveng 


OF COURSE, I MAKE 
SURE EVERYBODY GETS 
A NEW, CLEAN MUG 
WITH EACH DRINK! 





«+L JUST WANT YOU TO KNOW... 
I’VE BEEN WORKING ON THE PLAN’ 
I BEEN SPREADIN’ RUMORS 

ALL DAY THAT GRAN’MA BEN IS 

TOO OLD TO WIN TH’ RACE 


THIS YEAR! 


OF COURSE, WHEN 
GRAN’MA GETS INTO 
TOWN, EVERYBODY’S 

GONNA SEE SHE’S 

PERFECTLY FIT! 


WELL, NATURALLY, I’M LOOKING 
FORWARD TO WEARIN’ A COW SUIT - - 
BUT WHAT DO YOU GET OUT OF IT? 
AFTER ALL, THE LOCALS DON’T 


USE MONEY? 
THEY TRADE 
Goops 


SERVICES! 


L’VE GOT THAT 
COVERED WITH 
PHASE TWO: 


A GOW THAT WELL 


BUILD UP IN EVERYBODY’S 


IMAGINATION THAT 
CAN’T BE BEAT! 


IT POES SOUR 
MY PLANS FOR 
AMASSING A HUGE 
FORTUNE AND? 
RETURNING TO 
BONEVILLE IN 
TRIUMPH... 


I’M TH’ BARTENDER! 


THEY GOTTA BELIEVE 


ME! 


WAIT/ IS THAT 


TH’ PART WHERE 
LI GET TO WEAR 


TH COW SUIT 7/ 
OH, JOY/ 


STILL, THE PLAY 
IS TH’ THING? 


THIS IS TOO 


EASY! 


WE’LL COVER ALL 
TH’ BETS, AND 
THEN WHEN 
GRAN’MA WINS, 
WE’LL BE 


YEAH, THAT’S TH’ 
PART! BUT YOU’RE 
GONNA THROW 
TH’ RACE! 
REMEMBER 
WE WANT 
GRAN’MA BEN 
TO WIN! 


IF ALL THESE YOKELS 


HAVE ARE 


POULTRY PRODUCTS, 


THEN TLL 


TAKE IT!’ 
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BESIDES, I HAVE 
A HANKERIN’ TO TAKE 
TH’ PROPRIETOR OF THIS 
FINE ESTABLISHMENT 
TO TH’ CLEANERS’ 
YOU WITH ME? 


AN’ QUIT 
BRINGIN’ ME 


-.. YOU SHOULD BE GRATEFUL 
WHO, ME? INDEEO THAT ‘YOUR FRIENDS 


HOW PO INTERFERED ON YOUR BEHALF | 


you LAST NIGHT.... ZT AM 
KNOW FORCED TO USE MUCH MORE 
MY NAME? SUBTLE METHODS OF 


SURE! |T DOESN’T 
MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE 


TO ME! BUT THEN... 


NOT MUCH POES’ 


PHONCIBLE P BONE 


GOOP. NOW 4 

GET BACK OUT 
THERE AND 

KEEP SPREADIN’ 
RUMORS’? 


AT LAST 


I HAVE FOUND you 


oan 


» YOUR COUSIN 


WHAT TH” FONE BONE HAS AWAKENED 


HECK 
ARE YOU 
TALKIN’ 
ABOUT? 


THE GREAT RED 





war povou card T'M WARNIN’ 
FOR FRIENDS....-.-? 0 


cy 


























7) 


é nfo \ ~— / 
ee ee 





... SO THERE HE IS, OKAY? ISHMAEL’S ROSNY | 
LAYIN’ IN HIS BUNK WAITIN’ FOR HIS MYSTERIOUS ali § 
NEW ROOMMATE TO SHOW UP ... SUDDENLY - - 

AT LIKE, SO” CLOCK IN TH’ MORNING - - 
TH’ DOOR SWINGS OPEN ... AN’ THERE, 
STANDIN’ IN TH’ DOORWAY, WITH TH’ LIGHT FROM 
TH’ HALL BEHIND HIM, IS QUEEQUEG! AN’ HE’S 


CARRYIN’ SHRUNKEN 
HEADS // 





ji ea ‘ 
Te WOOT ENE 
I, 4 fpf, eS 
— — Mj a Fas 
a oe Me Y) GL 


ARE YOU TALKING IT JUST SO HAPPENS Y 
ABOUT MOBY DICK THAT GRAN’MA LIKES 
A ? TO HEAR ABOUT 
AG IN . GOOP BOOKS’ 
SHE 
APPRECIATES 
FINE 


LITERATURE’ 


NOT QUITE. 
BUT I THOUGHT 
IL SHOULD 


WHA = - 
ARE WE THERE 
ALREADY? 





IT LOOKS LIKE THE ROAD 


IS BLOCKED UP AHEAD. < 


Is 
SOMETHING THERE ARE SOME TREES 
WRONG? DOWN ACROSS THE PATH. 


THERE’S A MAN STANDING 
UNDER THE TREES JUST OFF 
TO THE SIDE OF THE ROAD. 


you 
SEE THAT? 


GOOD AFTEKNOON, 
JON OAKS / 


WHAT IN TH’ WORLD 
ARE YOU DOIN’? 
WHY ARE THESE 
TREES BLOCKIN’ 
TH’ ROAD? 


WELL, Z’LL BE 
THAT LOOKS LIKE LITTLE 
JONATHAN OAKS! 
LET’S FIND OUT WHAT 
HE’S UP TO! 
TCRNK 6 KIKI LETS 
Oo 


GOOD DAY, GRAN’MA BEN! 

LUCIUS HAP US BLOCK TH’ ROAD’? 
THERE WAS SOME STRANGE DOIN’S IN TH’ 
WOODS LAST NIGHT. TH’ HAIRY MEN 

WERE OUT? 





@OOP LUCK WITH 

TH’ BIG RACE, 
GRAN’MA! EVERYONE’S 
BETTIN’ ON YA! 


I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR STICKIN’ 
WITH ME LAST NIGHT ... ZL VON’T KNOW 
WHY THOSE RAT CREATURES WERE 
AFTER ME - - 

BUT THEY WOULD’/VE 








HOW YA DOIN’, 
ROSIE? 
WAS TH’ ROAP SAFE? 
I WAS WORRIED 
ABOUT YA! 


I HAD A 
LITTLE EXTRA TIME ON MY 
HANDS THIS MORNING... 


WELL, WELL... 
IT’S ABOUT TIME? 


TH’ ROAD WAS OH! ZL GOT SOMETHIN’ 
CLEAR... FOR YA! HERE! I BEEN 
EXCEPT SAVIN’ IT IN MY POCKET 
FOR YOUR ALL PAY! 
ROADBLOCK,’ 


... I GOT A COUPLE OF DEAD BEATS 
INSIDE TAKIN’ CARE OF TH’ CUSTOMERS - - 
IN FACT, THEY LOOK A LOT LIKE THIS 
LITTLE FELLA YOU GOT HERE. 




















[ SMILEY 
BONE! 
pS 


——a 
\ 
‘ g 


AW, HECK, Z CAN TAKE 
CARE OF MYSELF! I’M BIG! 
BUT YOU’RE SMALL, AN’ YOU 
DIDN’T HAVE 

ANYBODY 












WHERE’S PHONEY? 


HE’S RIGHT 
INSIDE! 
T’LL CALL 


| NOW, JUST A MINUTE! I DON’T \ 
WANT EVERYBODY OUT HERE’ WHO'LL \(D 
TAKE CARE OF TH’ CUSTOMERS? ; 
| 


5 ne | 





OH, ALL RIGHT ... CALL HIM OUT! 


THOSE BOYS OWE ME BUT THEN GET BACK TO WORK! 
ALOTTA EGGS, | 
ROSIE ie Z / 





¥ 
< 
a 
= 
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ra 
y 
< 
= 
Fk 
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.» WE WILL CompPLeTte 


YOUR FRIENDS 


ONCE AGAIN, 
HAVE COME TO YOU ....-6 


SO... 
SMALL ONE..- 


OUR TRANSACTION... 


PHONCIBLE P. BONE.... 


YOU HAVE BEEN SPARED...- 


- FOR NOW..... 








LULL Ti 


LLP 


THE SPRING 


IR! pont you 
JUST LOVE IT, FONE 
BONE? THE SMELLS! 

THE COLORS? 


pinto 


As om 


lise 


ea 
' oa 


WAY TO WIND UP 
\ OUR ADVENTURE! 


e ANY Fee ee 
fete 


a 
<o— 


IL. 


i 


SO, CHEER UP! 
C’MON! LET’S ENJOY OURSELVES! 


WE ONLY HAVE A FEW MORE 
- | HEADING BACK TO 


Piss DAYS TOGETHER’ 
BONEVILLE! PHONEY AND 
SMILEY 
FINISH WASHING 
DISHES TO 
PAY OFF 





NI] 


YOU KNOW WHAT Z WANT? I LOVE IT! AT THE 

SOME HONEY? SS I DIDN’T KNOW YFAIR YOU CAN GET HONEY 

LET’S GO FIND A = YOU LIKED HONEY’ FROM THE SOUTHERN END 
HONEY-BOOTH’ JG SO MUCH! A. OF THE VALLEY - - IT’S 

> SWEETER... ae 1 









...AND THE BOYS WHO 
SELL IT ARE CUTER! 





OOOH! THERE’S A 
BOOTH THAT SELLS 
DYES! WE’LL 
ey HAVE TO COME 


BACK HERE 









COULD GET you 
SOME HONEY 
FOR FREE! 






HELLO, WE’D 

LIKE TO Buy A 

COUPLE OF YOUR 
COMBS’ 


SURE 9O! GOT COMBS FROM SOUTH 

VALLEY AND FROM PAWA! BUT A SWEET 

LITTLE THING LIKE YOU PROB’LY WANTS 
HONEY FROM ATHEIA! 


WANNA TAKE A 

WHIFF, LITTLE FELLA? 

YOU OUGHTA APPRECIATE 
IT WITH A NOSE LIKE THAT? 


STEP RIGHT 


MY NAME’S TOM. Y THORN. PO YOU 
WHAT’S YOURS? HAVE ANYTHING 


OVER HERE, MISS’ FROM 
SOUTH VALLEY? 


HERE’? JUST SMELL IT! 
NOTHIN’ IN THE WHOLE VALLEY 
COMPARES TO IT - - 

.. EXCEPT MAYBE YOu... 


WHAT IS HE 
ANYWAY? 
DOES HE ALWAYS 
FOLLOW YOU 


HE’S MY FRIEND. 
AND WE CAN BOTH SMELL 
THE HONEY JUST FINE. 
WE’LL TAKE TWO COMBS. 





WHY DON’T YOU LOSE TH’ 
CUPIE-DOLL AN’ COME BACK’ 

ZL COULD TELL YOU ALL 
ABOUT GATHERING HONEY IN THE 
GIANT TREES DOWN SOUTH... 


WHY DON’T YOU TOPPLE LIKE 
OFF BACK TO THE SHE DOESN’T 
FREAK SHOW? HAVE 
I’M TRYIN’ TO TALK TO ANYTHING 
TH’ LADY? BETTER TO ( 
Y DO THAN 
j USTEN TO 
A CARNIE 
BRAG ABOUT 
CLIMBING 
A 


I’M A REAL MAN! 

I FACE SWARMS OF 
MAN-EATING BEES 
WITH NOTHIN’ BUT A 
LITTLE SMOKE TO PUT 
‘EM TO SLEEP! 


OH, 
, | COME ON! 
\l HOW HARD 
\  CANIT 
BE TO 
STEAL 
HONEY 
FROM 
SLEEPING 
BEES? 


OH, YEAH?! 
WELL, RUNT, WHAT DO YOU 
THINK OF THIS? 


WANNA 
ARM 
WRESTLE? 





THAT’S ENOUGH! 
YOU CAN’T TALK TO COME ON, 
MY FRIEND THAT WAY! FONE BONE! 
\ x 
\ YA 


wae 
I DON’T CARE WHO aN WHEN YOU CAN WALK AROUND THE 
\ STARTED IT! iT wAS J FAIR WITHOUT GETTING INTO A FIGHT - - 


EMBARRASSING! : XK 
) a : 
iM \ | 
| | il i 








=> 


=== 


SS 


———— 


— 
= 
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S== 





=——S 
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—- hee : 
‘... YOU OUGHTA APPRECIATE IT 
WITH A NOSE LIKE THAT...” 
RRRRRR! 
WHAT A SMART ALEC? 
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THIS IS GREAT! 
I’LL GET THORN SOME HONEY 
MYSELF? 


« «+ THEN I’LL WAVE TH’ SMOKE 
IN FRONT OF TH’ HIVE UNTIL 
TH’ BEES FALL ASLEEP! 


THIS IS GONNA BE 
LIKE TAKING CANDY 
FROM A BABY! 


HOW HARP CAN IT BE? 9 <@ 
I JUST NEED SOME GREEN 
GRASS THAT’LL SMOKE REAL 
GOOD WHEN £ LIGHT IT... 


NOW TO JUST 
SHIMEY 
UP TH’ TREE! 








WHOA! 


THERE IT 
Is! 


THAT’S FUNNY. 
I THOUGHT THERE’D BE 
MORE BEES AROUND... 


I WONPER WHY THERE AREN/T A 
BUNCH OF BEES GUARDIN’ TH’ 


HIVE? 





T LET’S GO,LET’S GO! THIS FOOD’S 
BEEN UP HERE FOR THREE SECONDS 
ALREADY! YOU WANT IT 
TO GET COLD? 


COMIN’, PHONEY? 


SCUSE ME A 
MOMENT, FELLAS. 


EY/ x GoT TWO GUYS 
OUT HERE WHO WANT TO 
BET ON TH’ 





YEAH! THEY WERE GONNA BET ON 
GRAN’MA BEN TO WIN TH’ RACE, BUT WHEN 
I TOLD “EM THE RUMOR YOU TOLD ME TO 
TELL ‘EM - - THAT GRAN’MA WAS 

TOO OLD ‘N’ DECREPIT TO WIN 

THIS YEAR - - THEY WANTED TO 

Vy CHANGE THEIR BETS! , 


I’M GONNA NEED A 
PLACE TO HOLD TH’ 
GOODS! UNTIL THEN, 
START TAKIN’ THEIR 
MARKERS! 
THERE’S 
NO TIME TO LOSE! 


“MYSTERY COW .....FOUR TO ONE 
GRAN’MA BEN ...... SIXTY TO ONE 


ALL TH’ OTHER COWS IN TH’ RACE 
WILL BE SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN. 
WHAT PO YOU THINK 
7] OF THAT? 


ONE GUY WANTS TO BET 

A DOZEN EGGS, AN’ TH’ 

OTHER WANTS TO BET A PIG! 

HAM AN’ EGGS, BUDDY? 
RIGHT THERE! Vl 

THAT’S IT? 
WE’RE IN 
BUSINESS’ 


HERE ... GIMME YOUR PAD. 
I’-L POST SOME 
Opps’ 


I THINK YOU OF COURSE I JUST 
TUST MADE MADE THAT UP, 
THAT UP. YOU MORON? 
WE’RE FIXIN’ TH’ 
RACE, REMEMBER?! 





IT DOESN’T MATTER WHAT TH’ 
ODDS ARE, AS LONG AS NO ONE 
BETS ON GRAN’MA BEN! 


RIGHT! AN’ WE’LL 
SPLIT IT NINETY/TEN, 
TUST LIKE ALWAYS’ 


OH, HEY... SMILEY! 
WAIT A MINUTE? 


THERE WAS SOMETHIN’ 
I WANTEP TO ASK 
you ABOUT... 





- - AND THEN WHEN TH’ OL’ BAT 
WINS, WE GET TO KEEP 
EVERYTHING! 


LI LUKE TH’ I KNOW YOU PO. 

CUT OF YOUR NOW GET OUT THERE 

JIB, MISTER? AN’ DRUM UP SOME 
BUSINESS, PARTNER’ 


ASK AWAY, I WAS, UM - - WELL,... 
PARTNER! I WAS JUST WONDERING... 
SINCE YOU’/VE BEEN IN TH’ 
VALLEY - - HAVE YOU EVER RUN 
ACROSS ANY BIG, SMELLY 
MONSTERS? WITH POINTY 
EARS, AN’ GLOWING EYES? 
OR A GUY WITH A HOOD 
PULLED DOWN OVER HIS 
FACE, CARRYIN’ A 
SCYTHE? 


STéRS-- BIG, SHAGGY 
Maw MONSTERS-- MONSTERS t > 
WITH HUGE J 
TEETH... SMILEY / 
THEY MIGHT’VE YOU HAVE TO 


BEEN ASKIN’ ? 
QUESTIONS eu coe m 


ABOUT ME... ANY MONSTERS 
OR NOT?? 


HEY, SMILEY’ Get THIS BLUE PLATE 
OUT TO TABLE THREE’ MY CUSTOMERS 
ARE HUNGRY? 


GO BACK 
TO WORK! 


I DON’T KNOW WHAT YOU TWO ARE BY THE WAY... 

UP TO, BALDY, BUT I’M KEEPIN’ I LIKE TH’ HAT. 

MY EYE ON YOU. IT’S A GOOD LOOK 
FOR YOU. 
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WELL, HOWDY, GOTTA KEEP IN SHAPE, THIS IS SUSAN! 

GRAN’MA BEN! ED! WHO’S THIS? — |I’M GONNA RUN HER 

OUT TRAININ’, LOOKS LIKE YOU AGAINST YOU IN TH’ 

I SEE. BROUGHT A NEW GIRL RACE THIS YEAR’ 
WITH YOU! 
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THIS HERE |S TH’ FASTEST Y’KNOW, NOT FEELIN’ WELL? 
COW I SEEN IN TWENTY , ED! I’M SURPRISED YOU’RE NONSENSE’ <4 
YEARS! I THINK WE MIGHT ) AND YOU, TOO,] |STILL DOIN’ THIS RACE! Y I JUST JOGGED 
EVEN BEAT YA THIS TIME, I HEARD YOU WEREN’T FIFTEEN MILES 
OSE’ FEELIN’ WELL... AN’ I DION’T EVEN 
BREAK A SWEAT? 


WHERE DID YOU EVER WHAT DO CAN’T BE 
HEAR SUCH A SILLY - - Ou SURE. 


Y 
THINK? 


CAN LI HELP 
you BOYS? 





ZL WOULPN’T 
TRY THAT IF £ 
WERE YOU. 


WHAT WAS THAT 
ALL ABOUT? 


MAY BE... BUT THAT’S 
WHAT FOLKS ARE 


I’M PUTTIN’ MY BET ON 
TH’ MYSTERY COW! 


I’M TELLIN’ YA, ROSE, 
WORD’S OUT THAT YOU’RE THAT’S 
TOO OLD TO WIN TH’ RIDICULOUS! 
RACE ANYMORE! T’LL WIN THIS YEAR 
JUST LIKE I WIN J 
ENERY YEAR! 


WELL, GOOD YOU TOO, ED. 
LUCK’ GOTTA GET BACK 
TO TRAININ’’ 





WELL, HELLO, MARYLOU/ WA 
HI, HELEN! A 


ROSE BEN! AS I LIVE 


AN’ BREATHE! WE WERE NY 
TUST TALKING ABOUT YOU! 


WE WERE JUST SAYING 
THAT WE WEREN’T GOING TO 
BET ON YOU THIS YEAR’ 





7 
HELLO THERE, 
TON OAKS! 
GOOD TO SEE 
YOU AGAIN’ 


HI, GRAN’MA! IT’S GOOP 
TO SEE YOU AGAIN, TOO! 


> 
BUT NOW I’M SCOUTIN’ AROUNP FOR 
A YOUNGER CONTESTANT! GOTTA 
@O WITH A SAFE BET, 
DON’TCHA KNOW! 


I WAS 
GONNA BET 
you, 4 
GRAN’MA ... 


SAY, JON, WOULD yOu 


SEE YA LATER, 
GRAN’MA! 





BOY, OH BOY... 

THAT BEE PUT UP A HECK 
OF A FIGHT, BUT I DID IT! 
I GOT SOME HONEY 

FOR THORN’ 


I CAN’T WAIT TO 
FIND THORN! SHE’S 
GONNA BE SO HAPPY 
WHEN SHE SEES THIS - - 


AND WON’T SHE BE SURPRISED! 
I’LL BET THAT HONEY-SELLER 
DOESN’T HAVE ANY HONEYCOMBS 

LIKE THIS SUCKER! : 








A ne, 
4 





U ssemnotadestans an) nid] 
of 8 7 i 
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41017 TO BEAT 
GRAN’MA BEN? SAY... 
THAT’S HARP TO 
WHAT/RE TH’ OPPS ON BELIEVE! WHO OWNS 
TH’ MYSTERY COW? THIS MYSTERY COW, 
ANYWAY? 





I PUNNO...IS I CAN’T SAY - - WOW. OKAY - - 
TH’ OWNER A I’VE BEEN SWORN TO I WANNA BET ‘ 
LOCAL FARMER? SECRECY! BUT I CAN THREE SHOVELS 
‘CAUSE I DON’T TELL YOU THIS: ON TH’ MYSTERY 
WANNA BE BETTIN’ a“ 
ON NO THE MYSTERY COW IS 
FOREIGNERS’ THE MOST FEROCIOUS 


COW TI HAVE EVER 
SEEN! 


OKAY. TLLY atrricut, ) SAY, LISTEN, I KNOW WE’RE 
BETA J THEN-- ~ COUSINS AN’ ALL, BUT YOU'RE 
4 ERE’S YOUR GONNA HAVE TO WAIT IN LINE 
TICKET. PUT TO PLACE A BET JUST LIKE 
TH’ GOAT IN | EVERYBODY ELSE! 
TH’ PEN WITH eq 
TH’ OTHERS... 


ABET! ON 
CAN'T YOU SEE LIKE 3/9 TRUST | — 
CAN’T YOU S | | , 
INE GOT A ~ YOU TO RUN A mee 
BETTIN’ BOOTH BOOKMAKIN’ < | 
SET UP HERE? OPERATION ON 
TH’ UP AN’ UP! 
WHY, £ WOULDN/T 
TRUST YOU TO 
HOLD AN ICE 
CREAM CONE! 





| HEY’ ime you 






CRAZY? I’M TRYIN’ 
’ TO RUN A BUSINESS 


HERE! 


OH, SURE, YOU CAN 
AFFORD TO BE 
VY CRITICAL SINCE 
GRAN’MA BEN |S 
PAYING ALL yOUR 
ROOM AN’ BOARD! 


UH, OH. 


WHERE IS THORN? 
YOU’RE NOT HAVIN’ 
GIRL TROUBLES 
ALREADY, 

ARE YOU? 













TRYIN’ TO 
RUN A 
SCAM IS 
MORE 
LIKE 









SHE’D PROBABLY 


BE PAYIN’ FOR 
YOURS TOO, IF 


YOU HAPN’T mg 


NAILED HER 
BLOOMERS TO 
TH’ SIDE OF 

TH’ BARN! 


GIKL 
TROUBLES 7/ 
OF COURSE 
NOT // 





YOu THINK 
RUNNIN’ A 
GAMBLING 
RACKET IS 
EARNING A 
LIVING? 


WHAT?’ WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKIN’ ABOUT?! I’M 
JUST TRYIN’ TO EARN 

A LIVING! 


HUH? OH, 
THESE ARE 
BEE STINGS’ 
I WAS TRYIN’ 
TO GET SOME 
HONEY FOR 
THORN. 


SAY... WAIT A MINUTE. 
WHAT HAPPENED TO 
you? YOU DON’T 
LOOK SO GOOD! 


SHE’S JUST - - -3;< 


WALKIN’ AROUND TH’ 
FAIR WITH SOME 
OTHER GUY? 
YOU CALL THAT 
GIRL TROUBLES?! 





WELL, FORGET IT, OKAY? HEY, HOWDY, GUYS! 
IT’S PROBABLY I BEEN LOOKIN’ ALL OVER 
NOTHING! FOR YOU! CHECK THIS OUT! 
ILL JUST 
WALK AROUND TH’ 
FAIR WITH HER 
TOMORROW? 


%) LOOK AT ME! I’M TH’ “i SORRY, 4 
MYSTERY COW { 1 WHAT ARE YOU PHONEY, £ 
‘ DOING?! YOU CAN’T \COULDN’T HELP 
LET ANYBODY SEE you \IT’ I HAD TO 
IN THAT GET-UP? TRY IT ON! * 
YOU WANT PEOPLE TO you KNOW 
FIND OUT TH’ HOW MUCH 
MYSTERY COW iS I LIKE 
A FAKE? COSTUMES 
WITH BIG 
HEADS? 


JEEL SMILEY! WHAT’? _YOU WELL, TAKE IT OFF NOT TO WORRY, 
WHERE DID YOU GET THINK, THEY HAVE | |IF ANYBODY FINDS OUT )( OL’ PAL’ NO ONE 
THAT OUTAIT? COSTUME SHOPS | | THAT YOU AREN/T A WILL SUSPECT A 
THATS TH’ HERE? I HAD REAL COW, OUR THING! Z’VE 
worst COW SUIT WHOLE PLAN WILL BE BEEN 
df RUINED? PRACTICING! 


T’VE EVER : 
SEEN? IT WATCH THIS! 








THINK T'LL CHEW ME 


WHY IS 






TM NOT SMILEY/ 












SMILEY } 
WEARING T'M A REAL cOW/ SOME CUD! = 
A 
JUST, UH... 
cow suit? ee ee 
my PROMOTION 
WORLD IS WE’RE DOIN’ 
CRUMBLING FOR TH’ RACE! 
THAT’S ALL! 





I KNEW IT! 
YOU’RE UP TO 
SOMETHIN’, AN’ 
YOU/RE GONNA 
GET US RUN OUT 
OF TH’ VALLEY- - 
JUST LIKE YOU 





OH, HERE WE GO 
AGAIN ABOUT 
BONEVILLE! OKAY, 
SO A FEW OF MY 
BUSINESS DEALS WERE 
A LITTLE SHAKY - - 
IS IT MY FAULT TH’ 


WHOLE TOWN WENT 4 


NUTS JUST BECAUSE 
I THREW A PICNIC AN’ 
ANNOUNCED I WAS 


RUNNIN’ FOR MAYOR? 
GF 


OKAY, PHONBEY, IT’S 
TIME TO COME CLEAN’ 


WHAT ELSE HAVE 
YOU PONE? 


THEY WENT NUTS 
BECAUSE THEY KNEW 
TH’ ONLY REASON YOU 
WANTED TO BE MAYOR 
WAS SO YOU COULD 


PULL OFF EVEN BIGGER 


SHAKY BUSINESS 
DEALS! 


YOU KNOW WHAT £ 
MEAN! EVER SINCE WE 
GOT TO THIS VALLEY, 
GIANT, RAT-LIKE 
CREATURES HAVE BEEN 
AFTER US’ I WANNA 
KNOW WHAT yOu 

KNOW ABOUT IT! 








AND BECAUSE 
YOU SERVED 
BAD PRUNES 
AT TH’ PICNIC 
AND GAVE 
TH’ WHOLE 
TOWN TH’ 
FAST-TRACK 
SALLIES! 


I’M TELLIN’ YA, 
FONE BONE, 

I DON’T KNOW 
ANYTHING _/ 
ABOUT IT! 

I KNOW THE 
RAT CREATURES 
HAVE 
BEEN ASKIN’ 
ABOUT ME, BUT 

I DON’T KNOW 

WHY! 


HONEST? ) 
4 C 





AND YOU HAVE NO IDEA 
WHY THEY WOULD/VE ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHT! 
ATTACKED GRAN’MA OF COuRSE LI SWEAR! 
BEN’S FARM? NOT? iF I HAD ANYTHING TO DO 
WITH THE RAT CREATURES 
ATTACKING GRAN’MA 
BEN’S FARM - - THEN 
MAY LIGHTNING STRIKE 
ME DEAD! 


YOU THINK TH’ TROUBLE SPEAKING OF 
I’M JUST WITH YOU IS TROUBLE - - 
GONNA LET YOU PON’T KNOW LUCIUS WANTED ME 
THIS DROP, WHEN TO TO GIVE YOU A 
DON’T YOU? BELIEVE ME’ MESSAGE, PHONEY! 





... AN’ IF YOU’RE NOT BACK 
BEFORE HE RUNS OUT OF CLEAN 
DISHES, HE’S GONNA TWIST 


HE SAID TO TELL 
YOU YOUR LUNCH 
YEAH? BREAK IS OVER... 


pele ’S YOUR HEAD OFF YOUR BODY! 
SLAVE DRIVER 
WANT? 


SORRY, FONE 


A 
BONE, BUT THIS ae gale 


PHONEY. YOU 


CONVERSATION 
IS GONNA 
HAFTA WAIT! 


THAT STUPID 
COw SUIT, AND 
TAKE OVER TH’ 


CAN KEEP YOUR 
LITTLE SECRET 
FOR NOW... 


BETTING 


.-» BUT WHEN WE 

GET BACK TO BONEVILLE 
YOU’RE GONNA COME 
CLEAN, YOU HEAR ME? 








Sey QUICKLY! oes ee 
WY BRING THE CHILD! ee EY THERE ARE 
WE ARE ALMOST #f Bee SOUNDS IN 

— i a THE PASS _& 


WE ARE ww ay 
BETRAYED! ) BT CANNOT 





YOU MUST TURN Ag . 
BACK. oy iy) HURRY! 


I WiLL GO -| : s HE 
ON WITH THE GIRL. 2 a |S WAITING’ 





BE STILL, 
LITTLE ONE. 








YOU MUST GO INTO DEREN GARD. 
YOU WILL BE SAFE THERE UNTIL I 


wy wy 
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WHAT IS IT, 
THORN? 

yOU HAVE 

ANOTHER 
WEIRD 


DO YOU STILL HAVE THAT OLD MAP 
THAT YOU AND YOUR COUSINS FOUND 
OUT IN THE DESERT? 


L 
THINK SO. 
IN MY 
KNAPSACK. 


WHEN I WAS A LITTLE GIRL, 
LI USED TO HAVE THIS ONE DREAM 
OVER AND OVER AGAIN. IN THE 
DREAM I WAS STANDING IN A 
MAGNIFICENT CAVERN - - 
SURROUNDED BY DRAGONS’ 


... GET UP, BUT DON’T 
WAKE THE OTHERS. 


HERE IT IS. 


YOU KNOW ... WHEN I WAS LOST 


OUT IN TH’ DESERT, I ACTUALLY 
FOLLOWED THIS MAP INTO TH’ VALLEY! 


an 


LET’S SIT 
AT THE TABLE. 


YES. AND 
WHENEVER I HAVE 
IT, IT WAKES ME UP 
IN THE MIDDLE OF 

THE NIGHT. 


AND NOW 
YOU’/RE STARTING 
TO HAVE THIS 
DREAM AGAIN? 





HAVE YOU 
TOLD 
@RAN’MA BEN 
ABOUT THE 
DREAMS? 


YOU THINK IT 
HAS SOMETHING 

TO DO WITH 

THIS MAP? 


I STILL DON’T 
UNPERSTAND WHY 
SEEING THIS OL’ 

MAP WOULD? 
TRIGGER TH’ 
DREAMS. 


LI DID WHEN I WAS 
LITTLE. SHE USED TO 
TELL ME NOT TO BE 
AFRAID BECAUSE 
DRAGONS DON’T 
REALLY EXIST! 


ALL E KNOW IS 
L STOPPED HAVING 
THAT DREAM YEARS 
AGO - - UNTIL YOu 
SHOWEP UP AND 
PULLED THAT MAP 
OUT OF YOUR 
KNAPSACK’! 


HMM. 
THAT’S 
STRANGE. 
GRAN’MA 
KNOWS 
ABOUT 
PRAGONS! 


RIGHT, BUT I DION’T KNOW 
THAT THEN. AND YOU SAW 
THE WAY SHE AND THE 
GREAT RED DRAGON WERE 
ACTING THE OTHER DAY! 
THOSE TWO KNOW SOME- 
THING THAT WE DON’T? 


EVER SINCE THEN 
THE DREAMS HAVE BEEN 
BACK - - AND THEY’RE 
MORE VIVID AND REAL 
THAN EVER BEFORE, 





I DREW THAT MAP 
a Le ee WHEN Z WAS IN THE CAVE 


I’M STARTING TO 
REMEMBER IT. WITH THE PRAGONS. 


YOU’/RE 
KIDDING! 


We h 


a Oe 
wi \ wi We 


=—weA 


WHOA. 


WAIT A MINUTE. 
WHAT ARE YOU 
SAYING? YOU 
REALLY WERE IN 

A CAVERN WITH A 


( 


OH, I DON’T 
KNOW, FONE 


BONE’ 


It’S SO 


CONFUSING! 


BUNCH OF PRAGONS? 


IL THOUGHT IT 
WAS A DREAM! 


WHAT DO you 
MEAN HOLDING? 
WERE YOU A 
PRISONER? 


a ni wh 
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I DON’T 
REMEMBER 
ANYMORE... 
BUT AT THE TIME 
I WANTED TO 
ESCAPE. 


OKAY, OKAY. 
WE’LL GO SLOW 
WITH THIS... 
SO - - WHY DID 
YOU DRAW 

THE MAP? 


HOW DID 
YOU ESCAPE? 


THE DRAGONS WERE 
HOLDING ME IN THE 
CAVERN. I DREW 
THE MAP BECAUSE I 
HOPED SOMEONE 
WOULD FIND IT AND 
COME RESCUE ME. 


ESCAPE? OH, THIS 
IS RIDICULOUS, FONE 
BONE! I WAS NEVER 
IN A PRAGON’S CAVE! 

IT WAS JUST A 





WELL, THERE’S TH’ MAP! 
I SAY WE WAKE GRAN’MA 
UP AND SHOW IT TO HER’ 


... IF IT WASN’T FOR THAT MAP, L/D 
SWEAR I’D BEEN WITH GRAN’MA BEN 
SINCE THE DAY I WAS BORN. 


NO. LET’S WAIT UNTIL 
AFTER THE RACE. SHE’S GOT 
ENOUGH TO WORRY ABOUT 

RIGHT NOW. 


RY AT 


V8 N ag, 
AIR HWY 
NI Y 
\ \ \* i \ i 
ue i 


uy 


LET’S KEEP THE MAP A SECRET FOR 
NOW ...TUST BETWEEN YOU ANP ME, 
OKAY? 


GOOP. LET’S GO 
BACK TO BED. 


OKAY. 
IF THAT’S 
WHAT YOU 











mrs. 


= Sa. 

ge % - , 4 a 
fcc CoMITH 
s . , 
seed a 4 | Vv 1 i i Ga! 


\@ GOOD MORNING, 
PS EVERYONE / 


a 
' HEN : 


=e ' ; 1 


v —EE 
| GOOD MORNING, YEAH! TODAY’SMM@@L (I DO FEEL PRETTY CHIPPER 
GRAN’MA BEN! <4 AA THE BIG DAY! THIS MORNING! MAYBE I'LL GO 
FOR A SOG ~ - FIFTY OR SIXTY 
MILES - - JUST TO LOOSEN UP? 








WOULD you y NO, THANK YOU, 
LIKE TO "\ DEAR. L’LL JUST 


OF TEA! SEE 
YOU AT TH’ 
S=( RACE! / 










| 


GOOD MORNIN’ 
PSS. FELLAS! "4 


OH, JONATHAN, THAT'S 
ALL RIGHT! YOU BET ANY 
WAY YOU WANT! IT DOESN’T 


MATTER TO ME! 
n} 








NOW, YOU BOYS DON’T HAVE TO 
STOP YOUR TALKIN’ ON MY 
ACCOUNT? 


YES, WE DO! 
WE WERE TALKIN’ 
ABOUT BETTIN’ ON 
TH’ MYSTERY COW 
INSTEAD OF YOU! 





y GIMME A CUP COMIN’ RIGHT 
OF TEA, LUCIUS. UP, ROSIE! 


LI DON’T THINK SO - - YOU’/RE 
USUALLY CHOMPIN’ AT TH’ 
BIT THIS CLOSE TO TH’ 
COW RACE! 


YOU WANT PEOPLE TO BET 
WHAT ON YA, PON’TCHA? WELL, 
DIFFERENCE THEY WON’T UNLESS YOU 
DOES IT LOOK LIKE A WINNER’ 
MAKE? NOW SIT UP? 


ARE YOU OKAY? YOU LOOK 


KINDA DOWN. 





LOOK AT YOU! YOU/RE ALL 
SLUMPED OVER! C’MON, ROSIE, 
YOU DON’T WANT FOLKS TO 


SEE YOU LIKE THIS’ 


L APPRECIATE 
WHAT YOU/RE DOING, 
DEAR. BUT IT’S 

TOO LATE. 
NOBODY’S BETTIN’ 
ON ME ANYWAY! 


OH, THEY’RE NOT, 
ARE THEY? 

WHO TOLD you 
THAT? 





EVERYBODY! YEAH, WELL, .«. AN’ NEITHER SHOULD YOU! 
L DON’T YOU CAN’T LET ‘EM GET YOU POWN, 
LISTEN... ROSIE! TH’ ONLY WAY YOU CAN 
IN TH’ BAR. WIN TH’ RACE IS IF YOU 
BELIEVE IN YOURSELF 


HE’S RIGHT, 
@RAN’MA! 
ON’T LISTEN TO TH’ 
RABBLE! THINK 
POSITIVE? 


PAY NO ATTENTION 
TO WHAT THESE FARMERS 
ARE SAYING’ YOU CAN 
WIN! I HAVE 
FAITH IN YOU’ 


SINCE WHEN ARE 

YOU ONE OF MY 
BOOSTERS, . 

PHONEY BONE? 


WHAT ARE 
yOu uP TO, |] NOTHING? 
YOU LITTLE 





Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 








YY LUCIUS, DEAR... > 
T/LL BE IN MY ROOM 
UNTIL TH’ RACE STARTS. 
BRING ME THAT TEA WHEN 
YOU GET A CHANCE. 


POOR OL’ SAP! SPEAKING OF WHICH... 
ti SHE’S GONNA A WELL-TO-DO MAN LIKE 
A GET CREAMED THIS YOURSELF MUST BE THINKING 

AFTERNOON! OF MAKING A WAGER ON TH’ 
IF YA WANT MY RACE - - A REALLY, REALLY 
ADVICE, YOU’RE BIG WAGER! LIKE... 

BETTER OFF w OH, SAY... 
BETTIN’ ON TH’ ; ' YOUR ENTIRE BAR? 
MYSTERY COW! 


... BUT THERE’S NO RUSH’ 
WHEN YOU’RE READY TO BET - - 
YOU KNOW WHERE TO 
FIND ME! Z’LL BE 
TAKING BETS 
RIGHT UP TO 
THE STARTING 
BELL’ 
THINK “Gd 
ABOUT 





BOY! THAT WAS PELICIOUS/ 

LUCIUS’S MENU CERTAINLY HAS YEAH, PHONEY ALWAYS 

IMPROVED SINCE HE HIRED YOUR WAS A GOOP COOK... 
COUSINS TO WORK IN THE 


SAY, UM... 
THORN? 
YOU WANNA WALK 
AROUND TH’ FAIR 
TOGETHER 


OH. GEE, FONE BONE. WELL... 


I’M SORRY. I ALREADY RA I GUESS I BETTER 
PROMISED TOM I/D WALK ps GET GOING. SEE YOU 
AROUND WITH HIM. YOU pes enpes AT THE COW RACE, OKAY? 
REMEMBER TOM - - HE’S es 

THE BOY AT THE ; 

HONEY-SELLER’S BOOTH. 


HEY! WHAT’S THIS I 
HEAR ABOUT NOBODY BETTIN’ TRYIN’ TO HURT 
ON ROSE? WHAT’S TH’ HER FEELIN’S. BUT 
MATTER WITH YOU GUYS? yOu HEARD TH’ 


YOU TRYIN’ TO HURT , RUMORS. <| 
HER FEELINGS?! RAN’MA BEN 
IS WASHED uP! 





WE KNOW YOU/RE SWEET ON 
HER, LUCIUS, BUT NOBODPY’S 


GONNA BET ON ROSE WHEN TH’ 


OPDS ARE A HUNPRED TO ONE 
AGAINST HER! 


YEAH? ASK HIM? 
HE’LL TELL YA! FOLKS 
ARE LINED UP FOR 
MILES AT HIS BOOTH 
PUTTIN’ BETS ON 
TH’ MYSTERY COW/ 


ANYBODY 
ACTUALLY SEEN 
THIS MYSTERY 

cow? 


A HUNDRED TO ONE?’ 


=——, SEZ WHO?! 


THE MYSTERY 
cow, HUH? 


< 


I MEAN HAVE ANY OF 
YOU JOKERS LAIP YOUR 
OWN EYEBALLS ON 
THIS COW YOU BET 
YOUR LIFE’S SAVINGS 


ON? 


ASK YER 

COOK! 
HE’S GOT A 
BETTIN’ BOOTH 
SET UP ON TH’ 
FAIRGROUNDS! 


EVERYBODY’S TALKIN’ 
ABOUT IT! FASTEST COW 
THAT EVER LIVED! YOU 

OUGHTA GET IN ON 

IT, Lucius! 


YEAH! SURE? 
WELL... 2 
HAVEN’T SEEN 
IT - - BUT 
SOMEBODY 
MUST HAVE! 





THAT’S WHAT 
IL THOUGHT... 
 f 


HERE YA GO, BOYS’ 
COFFEE’S ON ME THIS 
MORNING! DON’T FORGET 
TO TELL YOUR FRIENDS 
TO BET ON TH’ 
MYSTERY COW! 





WE WANNA SEE 
TH’ MYSTERY COW! 


SPOIL TH’ 
MYSTERY! 


OKAY, OKAY! I’LL TAKE YOU! 
SPOIL YER HEAD BUT DON’T SAY I DION’T WARN YA! 
IN A MINUTE! OUR LIVESTOCK AN’ TH’ MYSTERY COW IS TERRIBLE AN’ 
TURN YOUR BETTIN’ DANGEROUS! I GOTTA MAKE SURE 
BOOTH INTO A PILE IT’S SAFE! GIMME TIL NOON - - 
OF SPLINTERS! THEN MEET ME AT TH’ OL’ LEANIN’ 
BARN AT TH’ EDGE OF TOWN’ 


YOU GOT Tit NOON, BALDY! 
AN’ THIS BETTER BE 
ONE SCARY COW! 













Vy 


[ 


i YOU ARE, TOM! 
LOOKING ALL 
R FOR YOU! 
6" \ 


HERE 
I WAS 
OVE! 
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OH, YEAH! TH’ 
LITTLE Guy WITH 
, 


TH ! 
OKAY, THORN, 
CATCH YA LATER! 





HI, TED! 
HAVEN’T SEEN yOu 
IN A WHILE! WHATCHA 

BEEN UP TO? 


SAME OL’ 
STUFF. 
HOW ABOUTS 


you? AT SAME OL’ 


STUFF. 


WHY DON’T YA 
JES TELL THORN 
THAT YA LIKES HER 
- - INSTEAD OF < 
MOPIN’ AROUN’ 
OUT HERE 
IN TH’ WOODS? 





SURE! WHY NOT? 
IN FACK, THA’S JES 
TH’ VERY THING! 
A POETRY WOULD 


WRITE HER? 

YOU MEAN 
LIKE A 
LOVE 


SHY, HUH? 

WELL, IF YA CAN'T 
TELL HER, THEN MAYBE 
YOU SHOULD OUGHTA 


r COULD 
NEVER 


DO THAT. 


WHAT’S TH’ POINT, 
TED? I MEAN... 
SHE’S SO 
BEAUTIFUL... 
AN’ I’M SO 
FUNNY LOOKIN’. 


MAYBE YOU/RE 
RIGHT. 
L’LL GIVE 
ITA GO. 


WRITE HER! 


RIGHT! RIGHT! 

YOU WRITES A ™ 
A REAL ROWZER OF 

A RHYME, SEE? 
THEN THORN GETS 


POEM 
OR 
SOMETHIN’? 
NO WAY! 


TH’ ROMANTIC ‘ho 


WITHOUT YOU 
STANDIN’ THERE TO 
REMIND HER HOW 
DOOFY LOOKIN’ 
you Is! 


NOW YEK 
TALKIN’. 


SWEEPS HER 
OFF HER FEET! 


LET HER KNOW 
HOW YA FEELS’ 


FACE IT, BONE! 
A LOVE POETRY 
iS “BOUT TH’ 
ONLY CHANCE {\ 
YER GONNA 
GET! 


¢ YOUR LIPS IS LIKE Jy 
SWOLLEN POOLS... 


ALL RIGHT. 
ALL RIGHT. 
I CAN BO 


IT 
MYSELF? 





OKEE 
DOKEE, PAL! 
T/LL BE BACK 
TO HELPS WITH 
TH’ JUICY PARTS! 


ine Ae My : 


... THE MOIST, 
SUCCULENT, 
MARBLED 
WITH FAT, 

LITTLE BONE 
CREATURE’ 


FORGET KINGPOK! 

IF WE KEEP HIM FOR 

OURSELVES, WE CAN 

DO ANYTHING WE 
WANT WITH 


ARE YOU SURE 
WE’RE 
ALLOWED TO 
EAT THAT ONE? 
THEY ALL 
LOOK ALIKE 


OH, REALL Y?/ 
DOES THAT 
INCLUDE BAKING 
HIM IN A 
QUICHE? 


AT LAST! 


LOOK! LOOK! COMRADE, 
IT IS HE? THE LITTLE 
BONE CREATURE... 


YES, ’M SURE! THE ONE WE’RE NOT 
ALLOWED TO EAT HAS A STAR ON ITS 


YOU/RE 
RIGHT? 
IT’S THAT 


AND TAKE HIM 
TO 
KINGPOK/ 


NO, IT DOES NOT 

INCLUDE THAT/ 
IT INCLUDES 

EATING HIM 


THAT’S TOO 
BAD. HE 

WOULD/’VE 

MADE A FINE 


PASTRY 
FILLING. 





i UPON Your feet 
You have ten toes, a 
they look ‘just like... a 


IM) Po-tda- toes / 





: | 


ALL RIGHT, PHONEY BONE! IT’S NOON? < 
. SHOW US TH’ 


) 
nn (mystery cow? 
CTY, Cy (\, sun: "4 


ll 
is 
aS 


I DON’T WANNA HAFTA KEEP 
REMINDING YOU GUYS NOT TO 
MAKE ANY NOISE? I CAN’T BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT HAPPENS 
. IF YOU UPSET THE COW! 
NOW, WE’RE JUST GONNA TIP-TOE 
UP TO TH’ BARN AN’ PEEK IN 
r z THROUGH TH’ CRACKS! 








BLOODY STARS!’ — HEY PHONEY/ 


ITS GONNA KICK 

DOWN TH’ FRONT 7 eT ; 

OF TH’ BARN! TIED UP <\ Winey coe we 
GO HAVE os eEoeMs 


NOT ME, BROTHER! \ 
I/VE SEEN ENOUGH? 


THAT MONSTER’S 
GONNA KILL POOR 
OL’ GRAN’MA BEN! 


UH, OH! 

YOU HEAR THAT? 
SOUNDS LIKE THEY’RE 
RINGIN’ TH’ BELL ON 

TH’ VILLAGE 


y! 

4 DON’T FORGET! 
rae aie TH’ BETTIN’ BOOTH 
PRETTY SOON? WILL BE OPEN 


RIGHT UP TO 
TH’ STARTIN’ BELL! 


WE BETTER 
GET BACK 
TO TH’ TRACK IF WE 
WANNA GET GOOD 
s U 
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PUT ON YOUR 
WARM-UP BLANKET! 


( smootH ) | 
\ as Sik! J | 


THIS’LL BE A PIECE 
OF CAKE IF YOU DON’T 
MESS IT UP? 


HOW DO AND HIDE THIS ) 
MAYBE YOU BEAUTIFUL, 


I LOOKIN We 
MY SHOULP? LEAVE HANDCRAFTED 


IT ON FOR Ow SUIT?’ 


WARM-UP | c 
BLANKET? | TH’ RAGE. YOU'RE CRAZY! 





OH, HELLO, THORN’ 
I’M ON MY WAY TO 
TH’ STARTING LINE. 4 


THANK YOU, SWEETY, NOT SINCE 
BUT I BETTER P HAVE YOU BREAKFAST. 


GET GOING. 
IS MY 


NUMBER ON 


WISH ME 
LUCK, 
STRAIGHT? ; DEAR! 





OOP LUCK, GRAN’MA! 
YOU CAN DO IT? 
\_ KNOW YOU CAN! 


Lucius’ HAVE YOU SEEN FONE BONE? LAST TIME I SAW HIM, HE WAS SITTIN 
BY HIMSELF AT TH’ BREAKFAST 


TABLE. 


I WONDER WHAT 
HAPPENED TO HIM? 


! FONE BONE 
WOULDN'T 





— 
So Ey SI 








HOLD IT, SMILEY! 
YOU’RE NOT GOIN’ 
ANY WHERE UNTIL 
YOU TELL ME 
EXACTLY WHAT 
YOU’/RE GONNA 

po! 


LOOKY THERE, PHONEY! 
TH’ COWS ARE AT TH’ 
STARTING LINE! 


PERFECT, 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE 
TO SLIP YOU IN, 
BUT IT IS TOO LATE 
FOR ANYONE 
TO GET A GOOD 
LOOK AT you! 


ALL THOSE PEOPLE 
PLACED BETS WITH ME 
ON YOU TO WIN, 





“JA THINK £ FORGOT TH’ PLAN? ONCE AN’ TRY NOT 10 
DRAW ATTENTION 


ON GRAN’MA BEN, AN’ THEN WHEN SHE / 
WINS, YOU GET TO KEEP EVERYTHING THAT 10 YOURSELF; 
WAS BET ON ME. SATISFIE?, CUZ? 





PHONEY! HAVE YOU 
B SEEN FONE BONE? 
AN’ PICK UP ANY HE’S MISSING? 
MINUTE SUCKERS 
AT MY BETTING 
BOOTH! 
















WELL, WELL’ NE x MADE IT BACK sUST 
THERE YOU ARE! J FOR YOU, LUCIUS, 
I WAS AFRAID Ov’ BUDDY! THAD A 
’D MISSED YOU! YOU MIGHT 
<a SHOW UP! 


TWO MINUTE 
WARNING, FOLKS! 








AN’ = 
FOR YOUR SAKE, 
-.. OL’ Buppy... 
YOU BETTER HAVE 


TH’ FUNDS TO 
COVER THAT BET! 





COULD WE HAVE EVERYONE 
BEHINP TH’ ROPES, PLEASE? 
WE’RE ABOUT TO START 
TH’ COW RACE’ 


ae 


’ 
Wiese N= 


EE 
DID TH’ MYSTERY COW 
SHOW UP, YET? GOOD’! 


CHANGE OF PLANS! 
LUCIUS BET ON 
GRAN’MA BEN! 


TO WIN NOW! 





WHAT ARE you \ NJ 
DOING?! 8 


r 
) y a. ( 


\- 
hus 
F 
Pe = 





WHAT’S TH’ 
MATTER? 





‘ ~ 


se sy) . 
Va 


GOOD START, EH, 
THORN? LOOKS J 
LIKE YOUR GRAND- 
MOTHER’S IN TH’ 
LEAD! - 


THIS RACE 
MIGHT BE 
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WE’RE PRETTY 
HIGH UP, 
AREN’T WE? 


STUPID. STUPID 


RAT CREATURES! 
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RUN, Kips / 
THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE AFTER ME/ 


WN 


WHAT’/RE 
WE GONNA 
DO?! WE GOTTA 
HELP HIM! 


THEN WE COULD 

HANG BY OUR TAILS GOOD IDEA! 
AN’ PULL BONE 

UP INTO TH’ 

SMALLER 


SOMEBODY 
SHOULD 





re aii 


ALL RIGHT, LITTLE MISS 
MYSTERY COW... 
a 
S ay ¢ (/ 2 . ‘ me 8] 
— 


Y Cy ‘ / 
phe ite 


{7 
—_. 


=~ 
b (SW 


— 
= = 


a 
Ui 


2 Z THINK IT’S | 
TIME I GOT A GOOD 
LOOK AT YOU! 





1 ) 
: D) i, 
\ C’MON, Cuz’ 
WE’RE NOT OuT OF THIS 
RACE YET! 
' () a \ 
St e a x | CO 


ag 
HI 
o 


5 QO 
a P B 
LZ 


SAY... THAT WASN’T 
A REAL COW. IT WAS ONE OF 
THOSE BONES IN DISGUISE’? 
SJ Oo 


Ww 








ON 
Mes 


ey 








HOLD IT 
‘ I THINK I CAN 
EVERYONE! HEAR THEM! 


Vi 
A 


(0 
gi) +A 


Ni 48 ey - (\ CY bs 
‘4 AND IN RECORD 
TIME, TOO! 


WOUL 
PAY OFF’ 


HERE THEY 
COMES 


WHO'S IN sg bill 
“K 


TH’ LEAD?) 
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NOW TO 


GET MY HANDS 
ON THOSE 
BONE BOYS’ 











| gre Sut 


THE VILLAGERS 
WON’T FOLLOW US 
THIS FAR AFTER DARK’ 
L THINK IT’S SAFE 
TO BRING ' 
PHONEY BONE Jf 


DOWN NOW. | 


a. | | 


— Az 


) 


I THINK SO. 

IT LOOKS LIKE 
SOME OF THE 
EGG |S HARDENING 
AND HE CAN’T MOVE 

HIS MOUTH! 





L SAY WE 
LEAVE HIM 


PHONGCIBLE P. BONE’? YOU SHOULD 
BE GRATEFUL WE GOT YOU AWAY 
~ FROM THAT ANGRY MOB AT ALL? 
WHY, IF GRAN’MA HADN’T PROMISED 
TO COVER YOUR DEBTS FROM 
THE COW RACE, THINGS MIGHT’VE BEEN 
A LOT WORSE THAN BEING TIED 
: TO A STAKE AND HIT 
WITH EGGS’ 


AN’ A STRIKING 
FIGURE OF 
A COW 
I MADE 
AT THAT? 


HOW COME THEY 
DIPN’T TIE SMILEY 
TO A STAKE? 
HE WAS TH’ ONE 





It’s ABOUT TIME!) GET 
ME DOWN FROM HERE// 


THIS IS AN OUTRAGE!’ MY HANDS ARE 
GOIN’ TO SLEEP! 


OUT FOR BLOOD? 
SOUNDS TO 
ME LIKE THEY 
WERE OUT FOR 
STAKE 


THAT MOB WAS OUT 
FOR BLOOD’ WE BARELY 
HAD TIME TO THROW 
YOU IN TH’ CART 
BEFORE THEY CHANGED 
THEIR MINDS! 


AN’ TO WORK OFF YER DEBTS, 
YOU AN’ SMILEY ARE GONNA 
SPLIT YER TIME BETWEEN FARM CHORES 
AT GRAN’MA’S, AND WASHIN’ DISHES 
FOR ME AT TH’ TAVERN! 


NEVER! 


Z WON'T DO IT! 
YOU CAN’T MAKE ME! 


KEEP YOUR VOICES ‘Sip 
DOWN! WE GOT AWAY N 
FROM TH’ VILLAGERS, JM 
BUT WE GOT WORSE 

TROUBLES, NOW! 

THESE WOODS 

ARE PANGEROUS I 

AT NIGHT! 


THEY FOR ALL 
i WE KNOW, 
ae ea THEY MIGHT BE 
FOREST. WATCHING US 
RIGHT 


TH’ WAY Z SEE IT, 
YOU BOYS ARE 
LUCKY TO BE ALIVE! 7) 


WHAT HAPPENED 
TO ALL THE 
RAT CREATURES 
AFTER THE 
RACE? 





/ hee MAYBE FONE BONE’S : 
AT LEAST I’VE GOT DRAGON WILL PROTECT US. 
yOu BACK, FONE BONE! 
I’M NEVER LETTING 
YOU OUT OF MY 
SIGHT AGAIN’ 


STILL BELIEVE IN DRAGONS, 


© YOU, BONE? 
WELL, DON’T WORRY. iF THE 
HAIRY-MEN BO ATTACK, 
ME AN’ ROSIE WILL 
PROTECT YA. 


MAYBE IT’S 
THE DRAGON - - 





RIGHT THERE 
WHERE YOU’RE 
LOOKIN’. 


I DON’T SEE ‘EM, cA 
BUT THEY MIGHT NY 
BE ON TO US. 


ALL RIGHT. 
LET’S GET MOVING. 
AN’ NO MORE <~ 
TALKING UNTIL 
WE GET TO TH’ 





! = 
A chip APP LIP clOPCLIPeLop cir < 
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ALL CLEAR’ 
COME ON! 





rf 
BELIENE WE WHAT’S GOING TO 


DID IT! HAPPEN TO US, 
OH, I JUST COMRADE? 


CAN’T BELIEVE IT! 


THIS HOLLOw 
WILL BE A GOOD 
PLACE TO HIDE WE’LL HAVE TO HIDE 
FOR A FEW DAYS! FOR THE REST OF 
BURNT AEAN FOR IT PO IT: 
WE DIDN’T 
sae cand IT WAS YOuR 
WHAT’LL WE DO 
IF KINGDOK FINDS OUT? 


NO ONE IS GOING TO 
FIND OUT ANYTHING! 
NOW GET IN THE 
HOLLOW AND STOP 
YOUR BABBLING’ 





1) WE SHOULD HAVE NEVER 
TRIED TO GET AWAY 
WITH IT? 


WE WERE SUPPOSED TO TAKE 
IT TO KINGDOK! 
yOu WANTED TO CATCH IT 
AND KEEP IT FOR OURSELVES!” 


(j UNLESS, OF COURSE, WE 


RUN INTO ANOTHER PATROL 
AND ENP UP IN THE MIDPLE OF THE 


COW KACE// 


oe 


ALL I WANTED TO DO 
WAS CATCH THE LITTLE 
FONE BONE CREATURE’ 


._ FORGET KINGPOK,” YOU SAID! 
“IF WE KEEP THE BONE CREATURE 
FOR OURSELVES, WE 
CAN DO ANYTHING WE WANT 


WITH IT,” YOU SAID? 


YY N 


GAswnl] 


WE WERE UNDER STRICT 
ORDERS TO LAY LOw, AND 
YOU HAD TO GO AND 
START A RIOT? 
oc00on! 

WE’RE DEAD! 





/ WILL YOU 
S oetTuUS 
SOMETHING 


L SUPPOSE Lf 
COULD TAKE A 
LOOK AROUND. 

MAYBE FIND A 
BABY BIRD OR A 
DEAD SQUIRREL, 
OR SOMETHING. 





WHILE YOU/RE 
UP THERE, TRY TO FIND 


SOME NICE, SOFT yj 
GRASSES WE CAN SIT ON 
AND BE MORE 
COMFORTABLE. 


HERE. I FOUND 
OME EGGS TO DID YOU 
SUCK ON. 4 REMEMBER TO 
fs GET THE 
GRASSES? 


ARE YOU GOING ve 
TO GET THE 2 WHY YOU SAY. 
GRASSES? YOU'LL PO 
THINGS IF YOU 


DON’T MEAN IT. 


Z MEANT IT! 
I JUST 
FORGOT? 





YOU CAN GET EF ee | 
GRASSES AFTER Y YES, COMRADE! 
FINISH EATING. THANK YOU. WATER. WE'RE ANYTHING ELSE? 


Y'KNOW, 
WE COULD’/VE 
HAD THESE 
EGGS INA 
QUICHE! 





THIS PLACE 
LOOKS LIKE A 
BATTLEFIELD! 
YOU/RE LUCKY 
YOU ESCAPED 
WITH YOUR 
LIVES! 
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<3 


WELL. . . THE 
BEAMS ARE 
SOUND. 
MOST OF TH’ 
DAMAGE IS 
TO TH’ 


IT WAS A 

BIT SCARY, BUT 
DON’T FORGET 
Z FOUGHT TH’ 
RATS BACK IN 
TH’ BIG W 


AND, OF COURSE, 
THERE’S A GIANT 
HOLE IN TH’ WALL. 
WHAT TH’ HECK 
DIP YOU PO 
TO THOSE POOR 
MONSTERS, 
ROSIE? 


ROSE, I’M SERIOUS? 
THIS WASN’T SOME 
BACKWOODS RAID 
ON LIVESTOCK! 
THIS WAS A FULL- 
FLEDGED ATTACK! 


THE RAT CREATURES 
HAP US SURROUNDED, 
DEAR. I HAD TO 
GET ALITTLE 
ROUGH. 


ZI KNOW THAT, 
DEAR. THAT’S 
WHY I ASKED 
YOU TO 
COME ALONG. 


— 





THAT’S ALSO WHY I ASKEP YOU 


( TO HELP ME RESCUE THE BONE COUSINS 
: FROM TH’ FOLKS THEY SWINDLED! 


i i 


+ KNEW IT! CC teoustemacer, 


ALL RIGHT, BUT 
FE Gu Pr DON'T TANK 
PHONEY BONE WAS A | HE’S GOT ANY 


MORE IDEA 
TROUBLEMAKER?? ABOUT WHAT’S 


GOIN’ ON 
THAN 
WE DO! 


FONE BONE’S 

A GOOD ONE. 
ANP I 

THINK HE HAS A 


CRUSH ON THORN’ } 


IT WAS RIGHT NOW, 
AGAINST THEYRE THE 
MY BETTER ONLY CLUE I’VE 
JUDGEMENT! GOT. TH’ RAT 
WHY DID WE CREATURES ¢ 
SAVE THEM? ATTACKED TH’ 
FARM HOUSE 
BECAUSE THEY 
WERE LOOKING 
FOR THE 

BONES! 


I GRILLED HIS COUSIN 
FONE BONE TH’ MORNIN’ 
AFTER THE ATTACK. CLAIMS 
THEY NEVER EVEN HEARD 
OF RAT CREATURES BEFORE 
THEY CAME TO OUR VALLEY. 


HMM. 
WHAT ABOUT TH’ 
GOOFY ONE? SMILEY? 


HE 
HAS 
NO 
BRAIN. 





NOT ONLY THAT, BUT THORN 
THINKS THEYRE ALL INNOCENT! 
SHE’S A GOOD JUDGE OF 
CHARACTER, ANP I TRUST MY 
GRANDDAUGHTER’S 
INTUITION! 


THEN WHAT ARE WE 
POIN’ HERE? IF THOSE 
CREATURES COME BACK 
WITH A BIGGER WAR PARTY, 
WE WON’T BE ABLE TO 
HOLD ‘EM OFF? 


WORK, AND MY 
@UESS |S THAT 
THEYRE GONNA 
LAY LOW FOR A 
WHILE. 


YOU CAN’T 
FIGHT “EM 


BY 
YOURSELF. 


YOU TELLIN’ 
ME 
EVERY THING, 
ROSE? 


LAY LOW?! 
THEY ATTACKED 
TH’ COW RACE 

IN BROAD 

DAYLIGHT? 


THEY DION’T 
ATTACK TH’ RACE. 
THEY WERE 
AS SUPRISED AS 
WE WERE)’ 





SO, LITTLE FONE BONE 
REALLY DOES KNOW ABOUT 
THE DRAGON’ 


I THINK WE’RE SAFE 
FOR A WHILE. LET’S 
WAIT AN’ WATCH FOR 

A FEW DAYS... 


IN THE MEANTIME, GOODP. 
I’M GONNA ENJOY THEN WE CAN 
EVERY MINUTE OF START 
KEEPIN’ THAT RUNT REBUILDING 
PHONEY BONE BUSY! TH’ 

FARM 


Hy! L opts DECIDED 
WHAT TO DO, LUCIUS. 
TOLD laid SHE MIGHT BE IN MORE 
TH’ REST? DANGER IF SHE KNOWS! 
SHE HASN’T REACHED THE 
TURNING, YET. 


«+. THERE’S STILL TH’ POSSIBILITY 
THAT THIS IS BETWEEN THE 
RAT CREATURES AND THE BONES, 
ANP HAS NOTHING TO pO 
WITH THORN. 


BUT FIRST, WE BETTER 
TRY TO GET SOME SLEEP 
WHILE TH’ SUN IS OUT? 








OKAY, KIDS’ LISTEN UP! 


WE’RE ALL BEAT FROM TRAVELING 
ALL NIGHT! LET’S TRY TO GET Al 
SOME SHUT-EYE! —_—— was 


DID ANYBODY oa OKAY, BONE. 

MANAGE TO & | YOU GOT 
GET bas y \ TH’ FIRST 

SOME SLEEP 

ON TH’ ROAD? 


Siw , 
Vn el 
SSA - 


= —~> 















L know that I am short, 
bald, and have a | 


Signed, 
a secret admirer 





HIGH ALOFT IN TH’ 
CROSS-TREES WAS 
THAT MAD TASHTEGO! 


AS HE STOOD HOVERING OVER YOU 
HALF SUSPENDED IN AIR, SO WILDLY AND 
EAGERLY PEERING TOWARDS THE HORIZON, 
YOU WOULD HAVE THOUGHT HIM SOME 
PROPHET OR SEER BEHOLDING THE SHAVOWS 
OF FATE, AND BY THOSE WILD CRIES 
ANNOUNCING THEIR COMING~- -- 


THAR SHE BLOWS! 
THERE! THERE! THERE // 


SHE BLOWS! SHE BLOWS! 


f WHAT IN TH? 
WORLD IS GOIN’ 
ON HERE?! 


OH, HELLO, WHY NOT? YOU 
N ’ = 
oie. . ial WERE READING IT 
, 
READING OH, My! YOU WANT Te aneen 
FROM IS THAT WHAT TO HEAR 
MOBY DICK? YOU WERE ABOUT 
DOIN’?! MOBY DICK?! L’/VE 
READ SOME ARE YOU BUILT UP 
MORE SOT SURE?! A 
CAN HEAR IT, TOLERANCE. 
TOO’ 





4 MAYBE F’LL 
READ IT LATER. 
SO, WHAT BRINGS 

YOU By, 
MIZ’POSSUM? 


WE’RE MAKING PROGRESS. 
THE RAT CREATURES DID 
A LOT OF PAMAGE/ 


@RAN’MA THINKS 
TH’ RAT CREATURES 
WILL STAY AWAY 

FOR A WHILE. 


OH, YOU KNOW ME, BONE! 
I’M ALWAYS GHECKIN’ UP 


ON THINGS - - 
MAKIN’ SURE 
EVERYBODYS 

OKAY! 


OH, I KNOW! 
ISN’T IT 
TERRIBLE? 
AT LEAST 
YOU PATCHED 
THAT HOLE 
IN TH’ 


WELL, YOU’RE 

PROBABLY ALL 
RIGHT DURIN’ 

TH’ DAYTIME, 


BUT DON’T TAKE 


CHANCES AT 
NIGHT! YOU'RE 
NOT STILL 


SLEEPIN’ OUTSIDE, 


I SEE YOU BEEN 
WORKIN’ ON TH’ FARMHOUSE’ 
HOW’S THAT GOIN’? 


AN’ NOT A MOMENT TOO SOON! 
YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN THOSE 
HOOLIGANS MIGHT COME BACK’ 


INDOORS’ 
IN TH’ BIG ROOM 
DOWNSTAIRS! 


AS SOON AS 
LUCIUS AND SMILEY 
FINSH THE ROOF, 
WE’LL MOVE INTO 
THE BEDROOMS 
UPSTAIRS. 


THAT’S 
GOOD, 
ANYWAY... 





AN’ WHAT ABOUT THAT GREEDY GOUSIN SERVES HIM RIGHT! WELL, I/D LOVE 
OF YOURS? PHONEY BONE? I HEAR HE ee en a Ee 
CAUSED QUITE A RUCKUS AT THAT TH’ KIDS WITH MIZ HEDGEHOG, AN’ £ 

ainsi PROMISED I WOULDN'T BE GONE LONG. 


GRAN’ MA’S 
MAKIN’ HIM 
SHOVEL OUT 

TH’ BARN... 


SILLY ME! 
IL ALMOST FORGOT 
TO ASK... 
TH’ BOYS WANTED ME TO 
FIN? OUT HOW YOUR 
GRANDMOTHER DID IN 
TH’ RACE, DEAR! 


OH! AND THAT 
STUFF IN TH’ PAN? 
IF YOU HAVE ANY LEAKS 
IN THAT NEW ROOF 
OF YOURS - - -- 


HERE, BONE,’ 
L BROUGHT 


THAT’S WONDERFUL! 
OKAY! NOW I REALLY 
MUST BE LEAVING 
IF YOU NEED ANYTHING 
AT ALL, YOU JUST 
HOLLER, 

YOU HEAR? 


oe et SMEAR THAT 
GOO OVER IT! 
SEALS UP ANYTHING! Eanes Pig 
GUARANTEED! DROPPING BY, 
‘ MIZ’POSSUM. 





SHE’S RIGHT ABOUT NOT 
TAKING CHANCES AFTER DARK. 
WE SHOULD START BACK. 


~ SL -. 


—SA'D’QQ]~ _ 


YOU SHOULD GET 
SOME SLEEP. 
LI DON’T MIND 
STAYING UP BY 
MYSELF. 


I’LL STAY UP 
WITH YA IF 
YA WANT. 


Wa 


| 
! 


\ 


\\ lh 


) 


I HAVEN’T HAD ONE FOR A FEW 
DAYS NOW, BUT I KEEP WAITING. I’M 
ALMOST AFRAID TO GO TO SLEEP 
AT NIGHT! 





WHOSE TURN 

IS IT TO STAY 

UP ON WATCH 
DUTY? 


BESIDES, AS LONG AS I’M 
AWAKE, I CAN’T HAVE ANY MORE 
OF THOSE PREAMS/ 


DID 
you HAVE 
ANOTHER WEIRD 
DREAM? 













Y’KNOW, IL CAN’T 
THINK OF A 

SINGLE DREAM I’VE 
HAD SINCE I CAME 
TO THIS VALLEY. 


g 
amen 


p> : a ae 















NOT ONE? 
DO YOU USUALLY 
REMEMBER YOUR 
DREAMS? 
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a —_ ME?! 
I ALWAYS : HMM. a 
REMEMBER MY | WELL, THINGS ARE | eae ae lag oo 
DREAMS’ A LOT DIFFERENT HERE A LITTLE ADJUSTING! 
) | THAN THEY ARE IN PHONEY BONE? 
BONEVILLE! MAYBE WHY? HE’S FINALLY 
YOU JUST NEED SOME STARTING TO FIT IN 
TIME TO ApsUST. AROUND HERE/ 
AT LEAST HE’S STOPPED 
COMPLAINING ABOUT 
HIS CHORES! 





























THAT JUST Y YOU’RE TOO HARD ON HIM. YEAH. PHONEY SURE 
MEANS BACK WHERE YOU’RE FROM, LOVED HIS MONEY! 
HE’S UP PHONEY WAS WEALTHY! IMAGINE] | WHAT I WOULON’T HAVE 






TO WHAT IT MUST BE LIKE TO FIND GIVEN TO SEE HIS FACE 
SOMETHIN’! YOURSELF IN A PLACE WHERE WHEN HE FOUN? OUT YOU 
HE 


EVERYTHING YOU VALUE IS </ DON’T USE MONEY HERE’ 
COMPLETELY WORTHLESS! / 


[ 







NEVER 
LEARNS? 


YOU’RE RIGHT! 
A LITTLE 
HONEST WORK, 
AN? 
CLEAN, SIMPLE 
LIVING WILL 
DO HIM 
GOOpP! 


HEH. 
HIS FAW 
MUST’VE HIT : 
TH’ FLOOR WHEN \ \ ABJUSTED 
HE FIGURED OUT , | WELL. 
YOUR WHOLE 7 
ECONOMY 
IS BASED 
ON POULTRY 
PRODUCTS! 





N 7 

HEY, FONE BONE, PHONEY’S WHAT TH’ HECK IS 

COME UP WITH A NEW PLANS | TAKIN’ YOU SO LONG?! 

TO GET US OUTTA HERE! C’MON! C’MON! 
PRETTY SOON WE’LL BE ABLE YOU GOT ANY IDEA HOW 

TO PAY OFF GRAN’MA BEN HARD IT IS TO GET ‘EM ) 
AN’ LUCIUS, AND THEN WE CAN TO SIT IN THOSE [ 

GO HOME! _—_ LITTLE CHAIRS?// 





OH, YEAH. 





HE’S ADJUSTED 
WELL. 














wee 





= Cg ie 
Ia MN MG 





pip you 
HEAR THAT? 
THERE’S SOMEONE 
OUT THERE 
WE’VE BEEN HOLD ON’ HOLD ON’ 
LT’LL TAKE A 
LOOK’ 





ARE YOU SURE? =a 
5 THOUGHT 5 HEARD Segue Zo 
SOMETHING MOVING 
UP THERE’ WOULD YOU RELAX? 
NOBODY IS GOING TO 
FIND US! 
QUIT BEIN’ SO 


WELL, YOU’D BE I HAVE BEEN L CAN'T! I HAVEN’T 
TUMPY, TOO, IF YOU’D & HIDING IN A I HAVE THIS FEELING STOPPED 

BEEN HIDING IN A HOLE IN TH’ GROUND THAT WE’RE BEING pu/ CHECKING 
HOLE IN TH’ GROUND FOR FOUR DAYS! _ WATCHED! IN FOUR PAYS!’ 

FOR FOUR PAYS! 4 WHY DON’T 


PROMISE ME YOu 
YOU'LL KEEP CHECK FOR 
CHECKING’ A WHILE?’ 


BUT IF THERE’S 
SOMEONE OUT THERE, 
IT WAS YOU WHO STARTED THAT 
RIOT AT THE COW RACE’ 


YOU'RE A 
PAIN IN TH? 
Butt, you 

KNOW THAT? 





WASN’T ANYBODY OUT THERE, 
WAS THERE? 


NO. BUT THERE 


COULP’VE BEEN. KINGPOK WILL NEVER FIN? US! 
WE’RE SAFE HERE’ NOW SHUT UP 
AN? GO TO SLEEP! 





I CAN’T SLEEP! 
wes ae 
SHOT’ 
AN? IT’S ALL NERVES ARE 
BECAUSE OF SHOT BECAUSE 
YOURE A PAIN 
IN TH’ BUTT! 


DON’T yOu 
TAKE THAT 
TONE OF 
VOICE WITH PAIN IN TH’ 


Butt! 


I HEARD 
SOMETHING,’ 
@O UP AN AGAIN?! 
YOU JUST 
LOOKED’ 


PLEASE’ 
PLEASE GO 
CHECK’! 


ALL RIGHT. 
ALL RIGHT. 





THERE’ SATISFIED?! 
THERE’S NO ONE 


NOW, GO TO SLEEP, 
YOU BIG, FAT PAIN 


IN TH’ - - - =), 


YOUR MAJESTY! 
FANCY MEETING 
yOu HERE! 





KINGDOK’ 
IT WAS 
HIS IDEA! 
I TRIED TO 
STOP HIM! 
¢ 


:. 
. 3 y 
Vai” 


IT WAS AN 
ACCIDENT, SIRE’ 
WE DION’T MEAN TO 
UPSET THE VALLEY 
CREATURES’ 

COW RACE! 


BUT YOU KNOW a E 
hye FOR ONCE, 


YOU TWO 
IL HATE THE MESSED UP, AND 
FLAT-LANDERS, AND I I’M HAPPY 
HATE THE OLD COW 
WOMAN, AND I 
REALLY HATE THOSE 
stupip 
COW RACES’ 


AM £ NOT KINGPOK?? 
I WILL DISCIPLINE MY TROOPS 
THE WAY & SEE FIT?! 


I SHOULD 


KILL 
yOU BOTH... 


TH - THEN... 

YOU’RE NOT 

GOING TO 
KILL US? 


BUT- - BUT WHAT 
ABOUT TH’ 
HOODPED ONE? 
WE WERE UNVER 
ORDERS TO 
LAY LOw’ 





IVS A 
SACK FULL 
F 


RABBITS’ 


THOUGHT YOU MIGHT 
ENT. GOOD, HOT 

Ae cone? HEH, HEH, HEH. 
THEY’RE ALL SKINNED 

AN’ EVERYTHING! 


GOOD JOB, 
BOYS! CARRY ON! 





\ 
\ 
' 


"a 





I AM LEARNING q 
TO PLAY. THE wan GOOD 
RED DRAGON |S — 1) \ TEACHER. 


AND 
YOU ARE 
PRACTICING. 
YOU ARE A 


GOOD 
PUPIL. 





MAY £ GO 
THE GARDEN? 


Ve 


PS wy 
J OS Lr 


Ss 
sats Pi. 
= See Se 


So 


DSSS SSRs | 
PO AS 





COME TO ME, 


WHERE ARE 
you? 
I CANNOT 


SEE YOU. STEP A 
LITTLE 


you WILL... 


CLOSER... 


«+. YOU SEE? 
I HAVE... 
COME 
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{NO MILES OFF 
W LEE-BEAM! 
A WHOLE 
SCHOOL 


THERE! THERE! 
THERE ! 


Sue Blows / 


she BLOWS! 





\ 





THAR 
SHE 
BLows/ 
THERE! 
THERE, 
SHE BLOWS’! 


THERE GO 
TH’ FLUKES/ 


% 


_N 


Vie 
" GAY, 
Vf V7 


677 
| io) 


Siphy \ 
9 7 1 


WA 
WW Sg 
Y, iy jal) 
4 


ON TH’ LEE-BEAM! WE DON’T WANT HIM TO 
TWO MILES OFF GET AWAY, MR. ISHMAEL! 


BUT, PHONEY! 
MY NAME’S NOT 
SHMAEL/ 





PHONEY BONE/ DON’T WHEN YER ON MY 
YOU RECOGNIZE ME? SHIP, YE’LL APDRESS 
IT’S ME! Sy ME AS CAPTAIN AHAB’ 
NOW HELP ME GET THIS 


FONE BONE! Ja . 
BOAT OVER TH’ SIDE! 
ISX U 


THIS ISN’T IT’S HIM! IT’S 
oo MOBY DICK! 


COFFIN! 


Y PHONEY! STOP! 
THAT’S NOT MOBY 
DICK? IT’S 


SMILEY if 
Or) \ 
, DW Or 7 


BONE’ 


HANG ON, LAD! 
WE'RE GOIN’ FER TH’ 
RIDE OF OUR LIVES!) 
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JEEZ! TH’ SUN’S 
BEEN UP FOR HOURS! 


WONDER WHERE 
EVERYBODY IS? 
PHONEY? 


HELLO? 


GRAN’MA? 
THORN? 








ZA 


, PURTY GOOD! 
ceil HOW “BOUTS YOU? 
BEEN WORKIN’ 
ON YER 
LOVE POETRYS 
FOR 
THORN? 


~~ a eee 


Sr. ~ 
~ AS 


Pe . =A 
Ss 
e & 


Y tf 
cites We GOY! TL say’ | [ surge coger 
VERY GOOD I READ THAT ONE YOU RAT CREATURES 


POET, LEFT IN TH’ FOREST? INTERRUPTED il eh 
THOUGH. q ME! kar 
“UPON YOUR FEET bis i 
YOU HAS TEN TOES, Lae 
THEY LOOKS JES LIKE Ao es 
PO-TA-TOES!” ; 





I/LL BE SURE AN’ DON’T WORRY SO WHAT 
TO MENTION IT, “BOUT NO ONE ELSE | deal YOU DOIN’ HERE, 
NEXT TIME THEY READIN’ THAT > INSTEAD OF DOWN 
TRY TO LOVE POETRY! <| < GET TH AT TH’ SPRINGS 
EAT ME? I TORE THAT IDEA FETCHIN’ FRESH 
STINKER UP TO ° WATER WITH 
KINGDOM COME? 


yyy 


Aw 


Bu. 


WELL, I KINDA GRANNY AN’ LUCIUS 
OVERSLEPT. IS PLOWIN’ UP TH’ HEY, TH’ DAY'S 
, f L HALF OVER 
<= WASN'T BACK FIELD, AN eae oa 
SURE WHERE THORN IS DOWN pe fae E eer aan Kt 
EVERYBODY GETTIN’ WATER, AN’ ? , 
WAS! YER COUSINS (S 
OFF SOMEWHERES 
TAKIN’ A BREAK! 


> = . 
kx i : = . 
Py a 17 BREAKTIME! 
OH, BOY? T’LL 


N GET MY STUFF AN’ 
WELL, I’SE OFF! I WORK ON MY Riss 
A BUG’S DAY IS NEW POEM ZN 


CHOCK FULL OF FOR THORN! of ug 
IMPORTANT LITTLE PS | \ 
V4 OETAILS TO ATTEND ww al Wi 

TO! SEE YA, | =I | i { 





NOW TO FIND A NICE, 
QUIET SPOT TO 


THIS LOOKS GOOD! A SUN- DRENCHED 
MEADOW BESPECKLED WITH WILD 
FLOWERS, AN’ TH’ AIR FILLED WITH 
WAFTED SCENTS OF HONEYSUCKLE 
AN’ MARIGOLDS! 


ae % 
Z 
eS 


eS 


Wy 
W 


oN a 


BOs 


PREFERABLY 
SOMEPLACE 
PRIVATE! 


ENNIS 


YEAH, YEAH! THIS IS TH’ PERFECT 
PLACE TO WORK ON MY ULTIMATE 
EXPRESSION OF LOVE FOR THORN? 
LET’S SEE... A ROSE |S A ROSE 
ISA ...HUM TE DUM... 


...A ROSE! 
RIGHT! 


x 


SK, 


” HI, FONE BONE! 


OH, YES! THIS IS GOOD! 
THIS IS REAL GOOD! 


I WONPER WHAT RHYMES WITH 
SMOOTH, BROWN 
THIGH? 
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WHATCHA WORKIN’ 
ON? 





, THAT’S OKAY. 
NUTHIN I AE OT IT... SO n= PO Oe 


NEED SOME 
HELP WITH 
THAT 

WATER? 


YESTERDAY YOU TOLD ME YOU COULDN’T 
REMEMBER A SINGLE DREAM YOU’VE HAD 
SINCE COMING TO THE VALLEY - - 
WELL, THIS MORNING WHEN I SAW YOU 
WERE HAVING A BREAM, . ; 
I LET YOU 
SLEEP IN/ 


: WEIRD! VISITOR IN MY 
“Vion HUGE ! DREAMS LAST NIGHT, 


a x , TOO! AND HE LOOKED 
A SHIP HIKE A MOUNTAIN: fis eget 
AN’ RIGHT BEFORE I WOKE UP, LOOKIN’ AT ME 
THE DRAGON ROSE UP OUT : WITH THESE 
OF TH’ OCEAN! REALLY INTENSE 
AN’ HE WAS EYES’ 
BIG! ; 
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REALLY 7 


YOU HAD A 
DREAM ABOUT 


ME 7 


OKAY! 


GOSH’ 
WHAT WAS TH’ 
DREAM ABOUT? 

IF YOU DON’T 
MIN? ME 


HOO, HEE ae 
I HOPE YOU 


DON’T THINK 
I’M BEING 


TOO 
FORWARP ... 


IT LOOKED LIKE YOU, 
BUT IT DION’T FEEL 
LIKE YOU. I DON’T 
THINK OUR TWO DREAMS 
ARE A COINCIDENCE! 


BELIEVE IT/! 


Y WAIT! BEFORE 
YOU TELL ME! 
HERE? HAVE SOME 
VIOLETS? THEY’LL 
LOOK SO LOVELY 

NEXT TO 
YOUR EYES! 


™~| 
WE SHOULD TALK 
ABOUT THIS 
TONIGHT, 


DON’T YOU THINK 


MY, 
WHAT A 
BEAUTIFUL 
BARITONE 
VOICE 
YOU HAVE. 


DAISIES WOULD HAVE 
SET OFF MY EYES 
BETTER? 





LOVE LIFE HASN’T NO. FAIR ENOUGH. 
VED MI NOT THAT IT’S I’/LL BE ON 
IMPROVED MUCH, roe note 
BUSINESS’ 


HEY, WAIT A MINUTE, I SAW THIS GIANT 
DRAGON! YOU GOTTA s IMAGE OF YOUR HEAD! 
HEAR ABOUT THIS DREAM ff | |YOU DIDN’T SAY ANYTHING- 
I HAD LAST NIGHT! YOU WERE JUST 
you WERE IN IT! STARIN’ AT ME! 
/ WHAT BO YOU THINK? 
YOU THINK IT’S 
WEIRD THAT I/D 
HAVE A DREAM 
LIKE THAT? 


Va THORN HAP AN 
INTRUDER IN HER 
DREAMS LAST NIGHT. 


SO DID YOU. 


WELCOME 
ABOARD, 
ISHMAEL. 





Wey, YOU! 
NOW OUST 
A MINUTE--- 
DON'T YOU 


STAY OUTTA 
Y DREAMS! 


o ms 


ro) Bi 
ee S ff 
4 


Co 


gd? 


SNE | 
=e 


= SSS 
a = a 


we 
Ss SS 


MAN! 


THAT IS SPOOKY? 
THAT IS REALLY 
SPOOKY! 


SSS * - sss ce L ee 
= WO eee es = ~~ 
2 WR ~ LL eng 


WSS. 5 


SSS = 





HOW TH’ HECK DID DON’T THINK 
HE KNOW I WAS ISHMAEL ABOUT IT. 
IN THAT DREAM? 
THAT’S IMPOSSIBLE? 
IT’S A COINCIDENCE! NOW, WHERE WAS 1? 


OH, YEAH! 
MY MASTERPIECE! 
A ROSE IS A ROSE 
IS AROSE... 


SS ss : 
SSS SSS ae ee 


~~ 


= 


HOWDY, FONE BONE! AS LITTLE AS WE 
FINALLY GOT UP, CAN GET AWAY 
L SEE’ WITH! WHAT’RE 
you DOIN’? 
WRITIN’ SOMETHIN’? 


HEY, GUYS. 
WHATCHA UP 
TO? 





WELL. WELL, WHAT HAVE 
WE HERE? POETRY! MISSIVES 
OF LOVE TO OUR DEAR AND 
INCREDIBLY GOOD-LOOKING 

FRIEND THORN? 


FONE BONE, FONE BONE, 
FONE BONE! A 
WRITIN’ LOVE POEMS COUPLE 
TO A GIRL, HUH? HUNPRED. 
HOW MANY OF THESE THINGS 
HAVE YOU WRITTEN TO HER? 


SHE DOES 


NOT! 


“A ROSE IS A ROSE 
IS A ROSE, 
BUT YOU, MY SWEET 
PETUNIA, 
IS A ROSE THAT MY 
NOSE ONLY KNOWS!” 


WHAT’S THAT 
SUPPOSED TO 
MEAN? 


JEEZ! THORN 
MUST THINK YOU/RE 
A DROOLING IDIOT 
By NOW! 





YOU'RE LETTIN’ THESE 
WOMENFOLK GET TO YA, 
FONE BONE’ 


WHAT DO 


PHONEY! GRAN’MA BEN 
AND THORN ARE GIVING US A 
PLACE TO LIVE! WE 
HAVE TO HELP OUT 

WITH TH’ CHORES! 


Iv’S TH’ 
DINNER 


I SEE HOW YOU JUMP WHENEVER 
THORN WANTS YOU TO DO SOMETHING! 


SP ot: 
Ave 


FONE Boy. E CARRY eo 
WATER = HELM Zone, IT's 


OH, FONE 
Tl f 
ME +5 Do TH’ LAUNDRY,/ 


OH, YEAH? WELL, YOU DON’T SEE 
ME AN’ SMILEY PROP EVERYTHING 
AN’ GO RUNNIN’ EVERY TIME 
THORN AN’ GRAN’MA BEN 
SNAP THEIR FINGERS! 


GRAN’MA! 
WE’RE 
COMIN’! 





HOLD iT, Boys! 


NOT IN TH’ HOUSE! A 
E WANT YA BACK _ 
2 3 


A i 


IN TH’ YARD 
WITH ME’ 








LI DIDN’T CALL YA TO EAT DINNER, YA 
IDIOTS! TI WANT YA TO 
MAKE DINNER’ 
YEAH, WHAT’S 
GOIN’ ON? 
IT’S WAY TOO 
EARLY FOR 
DINNER? 


FILL THIS KETTLE WITH WATER AND 
BRING IT BACK TO TH’ CHICKEN 
COOP, AN’ BUILD A FIRE UNDER IT. YOU TWO 
I NEED THAT WATER BOILIN’, COME 
YOU GOT THAT? WITH ME. 





I WANT YOU BOYS TO CATCH 
YOURSELVES FOUR CHICKENS! 
WHEN SMILEYS GOT THAT WATER 
GOIN’ NICE AN’ HOT, DIP TH’ BIRDS 
INIT! ZL WANT EVERY ONE OF THEM 
FEATHERS 
GONE, SO SOAK 
‘EM GOOD! I BETTER 
BE SMELLIN’ 
WET FEATHERS 
BACK HERE! 


OF COURSE NOT, DEAR. 
YOU’RE GONNA CUT THEIR HEADS 
OFF FIRST. 


WHAT’S TH’ MATTER? 
AIN’T YOU BOYS EVER CHOPPED 
TH’ HEAD OFF A CHICKEN 


OHMYGOSH. 


WE’RE GONNA 
BOIL ‘EM 
ALIVE?! 


ARE THEY 
GONNA... 
Y'KNOW ... 
RUN AROUND TH’ 
YARD? SGUIRTIN’ 
BLOOD AN’ 


OH, FER HEAVEN’S SAKES! IF YA 
CAN’T HANDLE A LITTLE FLAPPIN’ 
AROUND, JUST GRAB TH’ CHICKEN 
BY TH’ NECK AN’ GIVE HER 
A GOOD 
CRANK 
OVER YOUR 
HEAD - - 
THAT’LL KILL 
HER FIRST! 





Si \\ VIAN \\ ae 
AN \ Wren, 











> io 
q f 
: J 





BY SJecre Smit 


Q 


WE’RE HEADIN’ BACK TO 
BARRELHAVEN, AN’ Z WANNA 
GET AN EARLY START! 


TODAY?) 
RIGHT NOW? 
AW, JEEZ! 
IT’S STILL 

DARK OUT! 


THAT’S RIGHT! ALL TH’ CHORES ARE . AS OF THIS MOMENT, 
DONE - - ALL THE SPRING PLANTING’S : YOU BOYS ARE 
DONE - - AND YOU KNOW WHAT > MINE | 
THAT MEANS! YOU TWO ARE COMIN’ : ‘ 
WITH ME TO START WORKIN’ OFF 
THAT 100 TO 1 LONGSHOT BET! 





THIS IS ALL YOUR FAULT, 
NOBODY WHAT ELSE BALLAST? 


WAS THAT’S ALL 
aeetinse I GONNA DO?! YOU WERE! 
feng Z CAN'T TRUST 
u TO 
= all ANYTHING B-A-L-A- -S-T! 
ily RIGHT!! 


SOCK OF Cale Man LK HAT INESS | 
HIS TH WHOLE WAY TO JM i fm AGOUNDING: 
NOW, C’MON, : ROAD RATIONS? 
LET’S GO! 
I LOVE THOSE 
HARD, STALE, 
STUFFED BREAD 


YEAH, YEAH. THINGIES! 


ARE WE GONNA 
EAT BREAKFAST [ 


HOW vip you L DION’T EVERYBODY, NO NEW DREAMS FOR ME, 


SLEEP LAST NIGHT, J HAVE ANY MORE / 
FONE BONE? WEIRD DREAMS. OUTSIDE. 
WHAT ABOUT 
YOU? 


EITHER. 





GOOP MORNING, 
EVERYONE! MY! DON’T 
WE LOOK BRIGHT 
AND BUSHY-TAILED! 


OF COURSE, DEAR. 
I MADE THEM TWO 
DAYS AGO, SO THEY’? 
BE EXTRA STALE - - 
JUST TH’ WAY YOU 
LIKE ‘EM! 


WE’RE ALL 
READY 


WHAT DO YOU 
THINK, ROSE? 


IS TH’ WEATHER 


GONNA 


PHONEY! YOU AND 


HEY, GRAN’MA! 
DID YOU PACK 
ANY OF THOSE HARD, 
LITTLE, STUFFED | 
BREAD THINGIES 
FOR ME? 


IT’S TOO EARLY 

TO SAY. IT MAY 

RAIN BEFORE YOU 
GET TO TH’ VILLAGE. 


SMILEY BONE GET IN TH’ CART. 
WHAT ABOUT YOU, FONE BONE? 


YOU WANNA STAY WITH 


ME AN’ THORN, 
OR GO WITH 
YOUR COUSINS? 


IL GET TO 
CHOOSE? 





Ou N GEE 
A Md A WELL .... I GUESS YOU ; 
CHOOSE! yOu DIPN’'T NW couvp USE MY HELP WiTH SOME OF J SEAT A, 


BET ON TH’ COW RACE’ 7 TH THORN 
YOU’RE WELCOME TO ite ileal oo 


STAY HERE ON TH’ FARM 
WITH US’ I MEAN, 
yOu ANP THORN! 
I MEAN I’LL 
STAY WITH 


= 
" 


/ / 
ae 


/ 


GOOD-BYE, WE’LL BE BACK 
va! IN A FEW DAYS, 
KEEP A SHARP ROSE. 
LOOKOUT TAKE CARE OF 
ON TH’ ROAD! YOURSELF. 


I/VE GOT A FEW N THAT’S A FINE 
THINGS TO FINISH UP CuI IDEA! BUT FEED TH’ 
BEFORE BREAKFAST. ABOLIC CHICKENS FIRST! 
YOU TWO KNOW WHAT STARTING > 

YOU’/RE GONNA UP A 


OuT By 





BD al OS 
eee 
ig va 


ay (c 





IT WAS A LONG WE WERE IN LOVE, 
TIME AGO.... A AND WE COURTED. 
SHE WAS A A LOT OF FOLKS THOUGHT WE 
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN - - WERE GONNA GET HITCHED... 
TH’ MOST 
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN IN TH’ 


THERE’S SOMEONE 
FOLLOWING US! 





WHERE? 
L DON’T IT WENT INTO TH’ 


SEE BUSHES’ IT WAS A 
ANYTHING! RAT CREATURE’ 


ARE YOU SURE? ROSE ISN’T ALWAYS ... BUT THAT 
MAYBE IT WAS RIGHT. WE’RE MEANS WE’RE 
TH’ WIN? FAR ENOUGH AWAY cut OFF’ 
BLOWIN’ TH’ L THOUGHT FROM TH’ DRAGON’S 
BUSHES GRAN’MA BEN PROTECTION THAT 
AROUND... SAI? IT WAS SAFE THEY MIGHT VILLAGE ON 
TO MAKE THIS ATTACK US... ‘ OUR OWN’ 


SMILEY!’ GET OUT AND 
RIDE TH’ EXTRA COW - - 
I-F- WE HAVE TO MAKE A 
RUN FOR IT, WE NEED TO 
LIGHTEN UP TH’ CART! 
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LOOKS LIKE A STORM 
IS BLOWING IN. 


HEY, CHECK THESE YEAH! THESE ARE GRAN’MA’S 
ROCKS OUT - - G@OOP LUCK CHARMS 

THEY HAVE LITTLE SHE BROUGHT WITH HER 
CARVINGS ALL FROM THE SOUTH. 


OVER THEM. 


SHE SAYS IT’S A CUSTOM WELL, YOU ’ 
WHERE SHE COMES FROM TO KEEP THEM HAVE TOO MulcH ce Sur Oe ee 
IN YOUR GARDEN. GOOP LUCK. THEY WON’T 
WARP OFF 
GHOST CIRCLES! 





a HAVE YOU EVER WALKED 
WARD OFF ee ea IN THE WOODS AT NIGHT 
WHAT? GHOST CIRCLE AND COME ACROSS A 
‘7 COLD SPOT? AND 
SUDDENLY A CHILL RUNS 
UP YOUR SPINE? 


, THEY’RE SUPPOSED TO BE OPENINGS 
THAT’S A TO THE SPIRIT WORLD. 
GHOST CIRCLE! I GUESS IN THE OLD DAYS, 
THEY WERE PRETTY DANGEROUS. 


I HEARD A STORY ONCE 
THAT A LITTLE GIRL STEPPED 
INTO A GHOST CIRCLE AND 
WAS NEVER HEARD FROM 





Wis 


I FELT 
A 
DROP? 


I THINK TH’ 
RM 


LENA \ Vy) 
WW AW \ 


NY ‘N WW AY 


ne 


Aw \S Ke aN Ny \ 
= AW 
\ 

SAY 


K\ 
an 

SAAN O85 
WV 


HERE IT 
COMES’ 


RUN FOR 
THE BARN’ 





WE GOT 
CREAMED! 


SIT DOWN. 


I LOVE BEING IN 
THE BARN WHEN 
IT STORMS. 


I HOPE PHONEY 
AND SMILEY ARE 
OKAY. 


A LITTLE 
RAIN WON’T 
HURT 
THEM. 


IT ONLY RAINED 
ON US FOR A MOMENT, 
AND I’M SOAKED! 


LISTEN TO ALL 
THE DROPS LOOK OUTSIDE! 


HITTING IT’S LIKE 
THE NIGHT 
ROOF. OUT THERE’ 


IL WASN'T 
THINKING 
ABOUT 
THE 
RAIN. 





I’M SURE THEYRE 
SAFE. LUCIUS WIL 
PROTECT THEM... 


IT’S TIME TO 
TALK ABOUT THE 
EAMS . 





LI DON’T KNOW WHAT’S 
WORSE! WAITIN’ FOR TH’ 
RAT CREATURES, OR < 








/ 


f 






THAT TREE 
[ WAS UP 
AHEAD. 

4 / oS 


THAT WAS A TREE 
FALLIN’ BOWN SOMEWHERE! 
oO! 


SE, TOO: 
WORRIED ABOUT IT 





HERE. TAKE THIS KNIFE AN’ KEEP 
Nee eo he é / YER HEAD DOWN... I’M 


GONNA TRY TO STALL ‘EM 
pal sone ae SO SMILEY CAN GET PAST US... 
ANY SUDDEN MOVES. roe, 


ad 





-.- GIVE IT TOUS... 


GINE US THE 
CREATURE ... 
. +» WITH THE 


.- AND WE WILL LET YOU 


GO ON YOUR WAY.... ff 
STAR ON ITS 








SMILEY! GO! 
j RUN TO TH’ TAVERN - - 
he GET HELP! 
hae 
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ARE WINPOWS 
TO THE SPIRIT 
WORLD... 


I’M NOT SURE.. 
GRAN’MA 
NEVER LIKED 
TO TALK ABOUT 
DREAMS. 
ESPECIALLY MY 
DREAMS ABOUT # 
> DRAGONS. 


THAT’S 
WHAT OUR 
ANCESTORS 
BELIEVED, 


A 
WORLD 


FROM WHICH 
EVERYONE 


WHICH 
EVERYONE 
MUST 
ONE DAY 
RETURN. 


WELL, I DON’T KNOW 
ANYTHING ABOUT 
SPIRIT WORLDS, BUT 
IT SURE SEEMS LIKE 
THE DRAGON PAID ME 
A VISIT THE OTHER 
NIGHT. .. 


IN THE OLD TIMES, IT WAS 
BELIEVED OUR ANCESTORS 
COULD MOVE THROUGH 
THE SPIRIT WORLD AND VISIT 
OTHER PEOPLE’S 
DREAMS. 


HIS HEAD APPEARED IN MY DREAM 
BREAKING THROUGH THE SURFACE OF 
THE OCEAN ... WHEN I TOLD HIM 
ABOUT IT THE NEXT DAY, er 


ONLY 
THE WEIRP THING IS 
I NEVER TOLD HIM 
THE DREAM WAS ABOUT 
MOBY DICK! 





HE SAID SCARY, HUH? HOW’D HE 
ISHMAEL? KNOW WHAT I WAS 
DREAMING ABOUT? 


AND HE 
KNEW ABOUT 
THAT CREEPY 
GUY IN YOUR 
DREAM, TOO! 

SO WHO 
WAS THAT? 


AND A 

HE HAD YOUR GROUP OF 
FACE, BUT I THINK... HOODED PEOPLE 
HE WAS JUST USING IT . WERE TAKING YOU 

TO LURE ME TO HIM. OVER THE 
MOUNTAINS TO 

LIVE WITH 
THE DRAGONS... 









GRAN’MA BEN KNOWS 








you 


DRAGONS AREN’T REAL - - 





THE TRUTH ABOUT WHERE YOU 


HEAR WERE RAISED! HOW COME 
SOME- SHE’S NEVER TOLD YOU? 
THING? INSTEAD, SHE TOLD YOU THAT 






IN MY DREAM? LI DON’T 








KNOW... 


IT WAS A HOODED 


FIGURE. WHOEVER - - OR 
WHATEVER ~ - IT WAS, 
















I WAS VERY 
FRIGHTENED. 


YES. THAT WAS 
THE DREAM I USED 
TO HAVE AS A 
LITTLE GIRL. 


I WONDER HOW 
SAFE IT IS FOR US 
TO BE TALKING 
ABOUT THIS... 


ALL THE DREAMS 
ARE ABOUT DRAGONS 
AND HOODED PEOPLE! 
THERE’S A PATTERN 
HERE, THORN! 
SOMETHING’S 
GOING ON! 
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GRAN’MA, YOU... 
YOU SCARED 
, 


us’ W 
DIDN’T HEAR YOU 
COME IN THE 


i” 


\) 
PERE ] 
yp OOD 2S pe oH}, 
AN ww be we, ii 4, 
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WHAT TH’ 
HECK WAS 
THAT ALL 
ABOUT?) 


SHE MUST 
HAVE! BUT WHY 
DIP SHE GET 
SO MAD? 


I DON’T KNOW. 
SHE LOOKED REALLY 


DO YOU THINK 
SHE OVERHEARD US 
TALKING ABOUT 


WELL, E DO! SOMEONE’S 
I DON’T KNOW, BEEN PLAYIN’ AROUND IN OUR 
FONE BONE’ HEADS GIVIN’ US NIGHTMARES, 
Z DON’T KNOW! AN’ YOUR GRANPMOTHER 
KNOWS SOMETHIN’ 
ABOuT IT! 
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(i ee a oe el it rip iim 
SHE’S NOT IN 


SHE’S GOING INTO 
THE WOODS 
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WE’LL NEVER 
EB 


Sue WAS i | 
HEADED THIS 

WAY! WE’LL | ti 
FIND HER! 


nae mI 


pies | 
‘| a : Nl i 


\ i i vy 
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GRAN’MA, 
WHAT ARE 


x 
DOING? 


AN’ 27M NOT 
GOIN’ BACK UNTIL 
YOU TELL US 
WHAT’S GOIN’ 
ON! 





HOW MUCH DID 
YOU OVERHEAR 
OF ME AN’ THORN 
TALKIN’ ABOUT 

OUR BR 


EAMS? 


NOW, YOU TAKE MY 
GRANDDAUGHTER BACK 
TO TH’ FARMHOUSE 
WHERE IT’S SAFE, AN’ 
START MINPIN’ YOUR 
OWN BUSINESS, 
BONE! 





FIRST YOU COME WHAT UPSET YOU JMMEV x Know HE’S 
SNEAKIN’ INTO TH’ BARN | | SO MUCH? m_ SUPPOSED TO 
Py 4 STAY Out 
SOMETHIN’ ABOUT . 
THE PRAGON BEIN’ PEN 
IN MY PREAMS? gf 


ie 
ve 


YOU'RE GOING TO 
oe SEE HIM RIGHT NOW, 
THESE WOOPS AREN’T YOU? WHAT PO YOU 
ARE PANGEROUS’ MEAN HE’S 
SEE THE SUPPOSED TO 
DRAGON’ h STAY OUT OF MY 
DREAMS? 
| 


FOR TH’ LAST TIME, 
BONE, GET BACK TO TH’ 
HOUSE BEFORE - - 


























































































































WHOA! WHOA! 
MppIyUP? lai vhs 




















| ee az 
CIRCLE TH’ J 
WAGONS // ) 


ci 



























































IT’S NOTA ae 
YOU NUMB: 
U4 


























es "Mp 





a 











me hn Des 
AN’ WHAT TAAKES 








> 
IL HAD YOU P| 
FROM TH’ VER 













~ on veAH? ON Y_ARE yOu 
E SAYIN’ THIS 
iS MY 
} GENIUS TO FAULT ?/ 
E STROLL | aii U 
OUGH - (po 0 
f' ae 1 q o 
S e LZ =) 
1 N= 
| Ae 
i 


H 
es 
' 
\ 
i 





Vg Pp 
you era ies \$ ‘CAUSE YOU 
ME A 


OWE 
LOTTA EGGS... 











YOU THINK YOU 
CAN RUN THE BARRELHAVEN 
TAVERN BETTER THAN 
Z CAN? 











. AND I’M REALLY LOOKIN’ 
FORWARD TO BUSTIN’ YOUR 
CHOPS ALL SUMMER LONG 

J 


OH, PLEASE! 
DON’T EVEN 


GET 
STARTED! 


NV CARE TO MAKE A 
LITTLE WAGER ON 
THAT? 











Y ~! 
L SAY MY CUSTOMERS VY Wer SPLIT TH’ BAR RIGHT DOWN 
LIKE TH’ WAY I RUN TH’ MIDDLE! YOU TAKE ONE END, AND _J 
MY PLACE! 54 T/LL TAKE THE OTHER! WE’LL JUST frepe 
aS | SEE WHO TH’ CUSTOMERS LIKE | 
BETTER! ti 


Y 














WASHIN’ DISHES FOR THE RES 
OF YOUR LIFE? 
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LOOK! 
MR. DOWN IS 
BACK / 


aN 


wreck 


ae Ze 
v= 
S\? 
~—=. 
2 


rv, 


a 


IT’S THOSE 
BONES! 


TH’ ONES 
THAT RIGGED 
TH’ COW 





HOLD IT RIGHT THERE! 





BESIDES... THEYRE 


ALL RIGHT, EVERYBODY JUST SETTLE 
DOWN! THESE FELLAS OWE ME A 
LOTTA EGGS -= THEYRE GONNA BE 
bage ie am HERE FOR 

IL 


WHAT PO YOU THINK YOU/RE DOIN’? 
ME AN’ GRAN’MA BEN SETTLED ALL 
YOUR LOSSES’ 
YOU GOT NO MORE BEEF 
WITH THESE 
BOYS’ 





YOU GOT A LOT 
OF NERVE SHOWIN’ YEAH! YOU 
YOUR FACE AROUND MUST HAVE 
HERE AGAIN, BONE’ SOME 


SORTA 
DEATH WISH! 


TONATHAN! SET EVERYBODY UP 
WITH A ROUND ON TH’ HOUSE’ 





LOOKS LIKE you 
GOT YOUR WORK 
CUT OUT FOR YA 

IF YA WANNA BE 
TH’ MOST 
POPULAR BARTENDER 
AROUND HERE, 
WOULPN’T YOU 
SAY SO, 














ONE. GET YOUR HEAD 
Qn TREE AN’ TAKE 
ALO 4 


OK ARO 





DO YOU THINK THE 
RAT CREATURES SAW US? 

MAYBE THEY DON’T 

KNOW WE’RE HERE. AN’ IT WON’T 
BE LONG 

BEFORE THEY 

FIND US, 
EITHER. 


WERE WE WERE 
I WISH YOU pits WORRIED YOU 
TWO HADN’T ABOUT 
FOLLOWED ME you! THING CRAZY! 
OUT HERE. LIKE RUN OUT HERE 
AN’ PICK A FIGHT 
WITH TH’ (iA 
<ul 1 WHY ARE YOU 
4 SO MAD 
AT HIM? 





I DON’T WANNA HEAR KEEP STILL, THORN! 
ANOTHER WORD OUT OF YOU, haue EVERYTHING WAS 
BONE! THIS WHOLE THING IS ie MA! UNDER CONTROL UNTIL 
your FAULT! NOT HE CAME TO OUR 
VALLEY AND WOKE 
THE DRAGON! 


you KNOW KNOW ABOUT 
MORE ABOUT THE TH’ DRAGON 
DRAGON THAN 
HE DOES? 


RAT CREATURES. 


I CAN’T TELL 
HOW CLOSE. 





IT’S JUST ONE... 
MUST BE A SCOuT. 


HE’S COMING THIS WAY, 

BUT FROM TH’ NOISE HE’S 
MAKIN’, LZ PON’T THINK HE 
KNOWS WE’RE HERE, YET. 


ZL WANT YOU 
TO SIT HERE AND NOT 


MOVE A SCLE! 
DO YOU UNDERSTAND 
ME? 





OH, MAN. 


THIS IS 
NOT GOOD. 


| Tree iu 
Min Wy ee i 


L 
WISH THE 
DRAGON pIpD YOU 
WAS HERE. HEA 
THAT?! 





- - AND THE 
THUNDER’ 


WHAT DID 
you 


IT CAME 
FROM WHERE SOUNDED LIKE 
GRAN’MA BEN ee 
WENT! , SCREA 


MAYBE 
IMAGINED 
IT. 


: (\ — 
Fe M y ~~ D) 


YOU’RE JUST 
GOING TO STARE 
AT THE PLACE 
WHERE SHE 
DISAPPEARED? 





I KEEP 
THINKING 
I SEE 
SOMETHIN? | FIVE SECONDS, I 
NOTHING. SAY WE GO 


IF SHE 
DOESN’T COME 
BACK IN 


AFTER HER. 
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IT’S BAD, 


TH’ FOREST IS 
SWARMING WITH 
RAT CREATURES. 

ANP THEY’RE 
MOVIN? 
THIS WAY! 


i fim i 
R 
ult a. eD.- rh Le 


WE CAN’T STAY 


nee een | WERE GONNA HAFTA 
BACK sfolas 


OUTRUN ‘EM 


SQN 





| f 
GRAN’MA | TOOK CARE 


OF HIM. M THE BODY? 
WHAT HAPPENED 
eine oar One WITH ANY LUCK, 


WE'LL BE 

? 

aie GONE BEFORE THEY 
IND TH 


SCREAM? BODY! 


WHERE DO 
YOU THINK YOU ARE? 
SAFE AT HOME IN BONEVILLE? 
IT’S ABOUT TIME YOU 
REALIZED THIS ISN’T 
A GAME, BONE! 


SHE DION’T MEAN 
ANYTHING. 
SHE’S SCARED, 

TOO. 
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THE DRAGON’ 
IT’S THE 
DRAGON! 


GET BEHIND 
TH’ TREE. 











a 
Za 
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ae 
Ya 
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AND WHEN WE 
GET THERE, 
TRY TO FIND YOUR 
KNAPSACK, 
OKAY? 


I THINK 
IT’S TIME 
WE SHOWED 
GRAN’MA 
OUR MAP. 
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Ww 


a 


JEFF Smith 


a 


Saas Fd 
<a Pan 
ne Mame 
4 es) rarity, 
bY s 
iu 


WHAT ARE 
THEY SAYING? 


I CANNOT 
HEAR THEM... 





GRAN’MA BEN? 


CAN WE TALK 
TO YOU? 


TALK AWAY. 


I CAN LISTEN AN’ 
MEND FENCES 
AT TH’ 
SAME TIME. 


JUST A MOMENT, 
THORN. 
THERE’S SOMETHIN’ 
LI HAVE TO SAY 
TO FONE BONE... 


AREN’T THOSE 
FENCES KINDA THESE ARE COW FENCES, 
SMALL FOR KEEPIN’ BONE. 
OUT RAT BUT I’M FIXIN’ “EM TO 
CREATURES? LET THE MONSTERS 
KNOW WHERE 
TH’ BOUNDARIES 


YOU SAVED OUR LIVES DURING THAT 
STORM YESTERDAY. IF YOU HAPN’T CALLED 
OUT FOR TH’ PRAGON TO COME AN’ 
CHASE OFF THE RAT CREATURES, WE 
MIGHT NOT’VE MAPE IT. 

AND, WELL... 

THIS ISN’T EASY FOR ME, BUT... 

I OWE YOU 
AN APOLOGY FOR TH’ 

WAY I BEEN 
TREATIN’ YOU. 





YES, I po. L’VE BLAMED YOU BOYS 
EVER SINCE YOU FOR ALL THE RAT CREATURE 
CAME TO OUR VALLEY, ATTACKS AN’ EVERYTHING ELSE 
I’VE BEEN SUSPICIOUS THAT’S GONE WRONG... 
OF YOU AN’ YOUR 
COUSINS... 


F ‘ TRUTH IS, OUR 
“f Bee wou oe TROUBLES HERE IN TH’ 


7 VALLEY STARTED A LONG 
Ga, TIME BEFORE yOu 


GOT HERE, 


j FONE BONE HAS 
APOLOGY SOMETHING IN HIS 
ACCEPTED, \ KNAPSACK 
GRAN’MA. THAT I WANT 
| \\ HIM TO 
SHOW YOU. 








~...S0 Say youll be mine, i 
my sweet Valentine! 
from the Duke of Pook 
to the Duchess. 


My heart beats for you, | 
my Pookie So true... 









T love you so MUCHer 
and MUCHess... 


YOU WANTED ME = 
TO READ A LOVE ss 
POEM? Z 





HERE! HERE! 


THIS Is IT! 











MY COUSINS AN’ I 
FOUND IT AFTER WE GOT 
RUN OUTTA BONEVILLE! 


WHERE DIP you 
SAY YOU FOUND 
THAT MAP? 


IN TH’ DESERT AN’ 
SMILEY BONE FOUND IT 
RIGHT BEFORE TH’ 
LOcuSTS CAME 
AN’ SEPARATED US’ 


WELL, NOW... 


IT CAN’T MEAN WHAT CAN’T = 
LOCUSTS. THAT’S ~ - THAT ANYMORE... IT MEAN?/ C 


HMM. 
LET’S THINK GRAN’MA? a 
ABOUT THIS... IT’S TIME TO > 
TELL US 4 
THE TRUTH! 





GRANPMOTHER, 


FONE BONE... Z 
BE A DEAR - - ZA Z Yd >. WAITING. 


RUN AND FETCH 
ME A BRINK OF 
WATER... 


«IT’S JUST SO DIFFICULT 
TO KNOW WHERE TO START. 
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you TOLD ME 
PRAGONS WERE 
MAKE-BELIEVE, BUT 
YOU KNEW THAT 
WASN’T TRUE/ ( 
a tN \\ 


THE TWO OF US NEEDED 
TO DISAPPEAR. 





THE DRAGONS KEPT YOU WHY DID YOU 
SAFE WHILE I SEARCHED LIE = 
FOR A SMALL TOWN WHERE TO ME?! 
NO ONE WOULD? 
RECOGNIZE US. WHY DIP YOU TELL ME 
THAT IT NEVER HAPPENED?! 

THAT DRAGONS DON’T 

EVEN EXIST?// 





I WAS TRYING TO PROTECT YOU. 


I WAS TRYING TO PROTECT THE WHOLE VALLEY. 





YOU NEEDED TO BE HIDDEN SO 
T WOULDN’T START ALL 
ONER AGAIN. 


IT STARTED BACK 
IN THE BIG WAR... 





I HAD A LOT OF 
RESPONSIBILITIES IN 
THOSE DAYS. 





DON’T RUSH ME, BONE. I’M 
NOT TOO FOND OF 
DISCUSSING FAMILY 
MATTERS AS IT IS. 


WE WERE FIGHTING THE 
RAT CREATURES OVER WHO 
OWNED THE VALLEY. 


WE HAP IT 
ANP THEY 
WANTED 





BACK THEN THE VALLEY WAS 
RULED BY THE KINGDOM OF 
ATHEIA... 


THE RAT CREATURES LIVED IN 
THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS ANP 
THE DRAGONS LIVED 
IN THE WEST. 


THEN ONE DAY, 
THE WAR WAS OVER. 
THE RAT CREATURES WITHDREW 
ANP DISAPPEARED INTO THE 


MOUNTAINS. 


I WAS UP HERE IN THE 
NORTH, TRYIN@ TO WORK AN ALLIANCE 
BETWEEN PRAGONS AND MEN, WHEN T 
HEARD THE 
NEWS... 


ATHEIA HAD 
FALLEN AND ALL 
OF THE ROYAL 

FAMILY 
HAD BEEN 
KILLED. 


ONCE WAR BROKE OUT, THE 
KINGDOM FELL INTO TURMOIL 
AND LIFE WAS HARD. 

NOBOPY WAS IN CONTROL. 


FAMILIES FELL 
APART 
ANP WE ALL 
LOST 


IT WENT ON FOR ERIENDS. 


WE KNEW THEY’? BE BACK - - 
BUT WHEN THEY PID COME BACK, 
SOMETHING HAD CHANGED. 
THEIR NEW ATTACKS WERE 
MUCH MORE vicious. 


ATTACKS SO 
FAST ANP BRUTAL 
THEY BECAME 
KNOWN AS THE 
NIGHTS OF 
LIGHTNING. 


SLOWLY, WITH THE HELP OF THE 
DRAGONS, WE FORCED THE RATS 
OUT OF THE VALLEY AND 
A TREATY WAS SIGNED... 
THE RATS AGREED TO STAY IN 
THE MOUNTAINS, ANP THE 
VALLEY PEOPLE AGREED NOT TO 
REBUILD THE KINGPOM. 
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i IN ONE OF MY DREAMS - - - 
I AM TAKEN OVER 

THE MOUNTAINS AT NIGHT 

BY PEOPLE WHOSE FACES I 

CANNOT SEE... 





BECAUSE 
THE ROYAL FAMILY DOES THAT EXPLAIN 
WAS COMPLETELY HER DREAMS ABOUT 
WIPED OUT... BEING KIDNAPPED? 


TELL HER, 
THORN’ 





..» THEY HAVE | GRAN’MA, 

HOODS PULLED f { << THINK ONE OF THEM 
DOWN OVER oe S yOu. 

THEIR FACES. We ER ZA 


THE OTHERS X 
ARE ATTACKED BY RAT 
CREATURES, BUT YOU 
GO ON ALONE ANP HAND 
ME OVER TO THE 
DRAGONS - - 
YOURSELF! 


THEN, 
SOMEWHERE 
HIGH IN 


THE MOUNTAINS, 
WE ARE 


BETRAYED! 


I THINK YOU 
SHOULP SIT DOWN. 





THE OTHER HOODED FIGURES 
Im YOUR DREAM WERE YOUR PARENTS . 
Ris AND THEY DIED THAT NIGHT 
y ON THE MOUNTAIN PASS. 
ATHEIA WAS BURNING AND THEY, ALONG 
WITH A NURSEMAID, MANAGED 
TO SNEAK YOU OUT OF 
THE CITY. 


MET THE 
ROYAL PARTY 
THERE 
ON THE 
PASS .. 


A BAND OF RAT CREATURES 
LED BY THEIR CHIEFTAIN KINGDOK 
APPEARED IN THE PASS BEHIND US. 
YOUR PARENTS CHOSE TO STAY 
AN? FIGHT THE MONSTERS 
WHILE I WENT ON TO DELIVER YOU TO 
THE GREAT RED DRAGON. 


TRAVELING ONLY AT NIGHT, 

AND IN COMPLETE SECRECY, THEY 
MANAGED TO MAKE THEIR WAY NORTH 
ALONG THE FOOTHILLS OF THE 
MOUNTAINS TO THE PASS 
CALLED THE PRAGON’S STAIR. 


ESCORTING THEM TO 
THE DRAGONS’ 
STRONGHOLD IN 
DEREN GARP WHEN 
WE WERE 
BETRAYED! 


IT 
WAS THE 
NURSEMAID 
WHO 
BETRAYED 


I. RUSHED BACK, BUT 
THE MASSAGRE WAS OVER. 
NO ONE WAS LEFT ALIVE. 
EVEN THE 
us. TRAITOROUS MAID 

WAS TORN IN TWO. 


YOUR FATHER WAS 
DEAD ... KILLED By 
THE RAT 
CREATURES. 





AND YOUR MOTHER... 


GRAN’MA ... 
MY ONLY CHILD, gay Coy. meres 


««e ALSO LAY STILL AND FATHER... 
IN THE STARLIGHT. 


WL I \y \ 
CQdsnani A \Y YOUR MOTHER AND FATHER 
WA AWA were KING AND QUEEN 
NK OF ATHEIA. 
\ AND Z WAS QUEEN 
OF THE LAND 
BEFORE THEM. _/. 
\ \ 
GW WAS 
WA 
AND YOU, THORN HARVESTAR, ARE 
HEIR TO THE THRONE, AND I 
WILL NOT LET ANYTHING HAPPEN 


Wl 
eae 
i WM / 


SX 


Ss 

. IN | Ne 

N AA \, | i 
Bee 





I THOUGHT WE COULD KEEP 
YOU SAFE. LIVE OUT OUR DAYS 
HERE ... RAISING THE COWS, 
FARMING A LITTLE 
PLOT OF 


~+e AND LT 
HAVE 
FAILED. 


BUT IF THE LOCUSTS 
ARE BACK 


THEN WAR IS 
UNAVOIDABLE ... 











WE HAVE WORP FROM 
THE VALLEY... 
THE GIRL WHO LIVES 
WITH THE 
OLD COW WOMAN... 
SHE IS THE ONE. (ff 


\\ 
\\\ | \ 


\ | 


pIp you 
THINK I DID NOT 
KNOW...7 








..- IF IT WAITED... 
FOR YOUR COWARDLY UNPERLINGS TO BRING ME 
INFORMATION WE WOULD ALL GROW OLD 
USTENING TO SILENCE 


I SUSPECT THAT 
IF YOU, KINGPOK... 
SHOWED LESS FEAR FOR 


THE RED DRAGON... 
YOUR WARRIORS MIGHT 
FOLLOW YOUR 
EXAMPLE... 


Pony 


Nieh 








WE HAVE OUR ARMY. 


THE POPULATION OF THE 
CAMP IS NEARING 
TEN THOUSAND ... 
MORE RECRUITS ARRIVE 
EACH MORNING ... 


THE GIRL... 

HER DREAMS ARE LIKE 
A BEACON... 
AND YET I CANNOT 
REACH HER... 


ENEN IN HER 
IGNORANCE, HER STRENGTH 
\S GREAT... 

BUT THERE |S SOMETHING 
MORE... 


THERE IS 
SOMETHING 


BLSB 
YOU WISH TO 
ASK US 
ABOUT? 


THB 
DRAGON SBAKS 


TO BRING A PAWN 


INTO PLAY. 


BO NOT GONGERN 
YOURSELF. 


WHAT N2BWS PO 


AS I REACHED OUT 


STRENGTH TO HER...A NEW 
SO 


BEACON APPEARED ... 


@RBAT? YOU us 


OF THE STAR= 
BZARBR 


THE ONE WHO MY LORD... 
BEARS A STAR IS AGAIN THE RED DRAGON |S 
WITH THE VILLAGERS ... DANGEROUS. 

IF IT IS YOUR DESIRE... SHOULD WE NOT 
WE WILL ATTACK PREPARE - - 


THE TOWN. AWAIT 
ASK 


OUR 
INSTRUE TIONS. NO MORE 
QUESTIONS. 





BUT WHAT OF THIS 
NEW LIGHT IN 
THE DREAMING ......7? 


DO WE NOT.... 
IGNORE THIS AT OUR 
PERIL? 





$2.45 
No.13 











sX-¥-eL@xe)anli@laliial:y 


Read more FREE comics on 


EVERYBODY GATHER 
‘ROUND! 


I GOT ALITTLE 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
TO MAKE’ 


ALL RIGHT NOW, 
LISTEN UP! 
I’M GONNA TELL YA 





I KNOW HOW YOU 
FELLAS FEEL ABOUT THESE 
BONE BOYS... 


THAT MEANS I DON’T 
WANT NO TROUBLE FROM 
you Guys. 

YOU GOT ME? 


WHY NOT, 
LUCIUS? 
THEY GOTTA 
PAY FOR WHAT 
THEY DID! 


LI SAY WE 
TEAR THEIR 
LEGS OFF! 


«+. YOU WANNA KILL ‘EM 
FOR MESSIN’ WITH 
TH’ COW RACE! 


WELL, SO DO %, BUT 
THEY OWE ME A LOTTA EGGS, 
AN’ SO THEY GOTTA STAY 
RIGHT HERE AN’ WORK 


YOU MADE 
FOOLS OUTTA 
SELVES! 





P YOU LET THIS 
FAST-TALKIN’ SQUIRT 
TRICK YA INTO BETTIN’ ON 
A COW THAT DIDN’T EVEN 

EXIST! s 


YOU LET YERSELVES 
BE TALKED INTO 
BETTIN’ YER 
LIFE’S SAVINGS 
ON THIS IDIOT 
DRESSED IN A 
cOw suit! 


THAT’S RIGHT! 

AN’ WHEN GRAN’MA BEN 
WON THAT RACE, = WAS TH’ 
ONLY ONE WHO BET ON HER! 

ME AN’ GRAN’MA COULDA 
SPLIT THAT POT, 
BUT NOOOCOO.... 


WE FELT SORRY FOR YA! 


<a 


ISN’T THAT 
WHAT HAPPENED, 
PHONEY BONE? YEAH, 
YEAH, 
THAT’S 
IT. WE DON’T 
NEED TO 
DWELL 
ON IT. 


BUT I WARNED YA’ 
LI TOLD YA YOU WERE 
BEIN’ PLAYED FOR A 
/ BUNCHA SAPS, BUT 
YA DIPN’T LISTEN TO ME, 
PIDSA? HUH? 


ALL BETS WERE OFF, AN’ 

WE LET YA HAVE YER 
LIVESTOCK BACK! ALL TOLD, 2’D 
SAY YOU GIRLS GOT OFF 
PRETTY EASY? 





OKAY, NOW THAT THAT’S 
SETTLED, T WANNA TELL YA 
ABOUT THIS LITTLE 
CONTEST WE’RE 
GONNA HANE... 


HERE’S TH’ DEAL, SEE? 

AS LONG AS PHONEY BONE AN’ HIS 
COUSIN SMILEY BONE ARE WORKIN’ 
HERE, NOBODY LAYS A FINGER 
ON ‘EM OR THEY ANSWER 
TO ME! CLEAR?! 





--. NOW, THIS CONTEST I WAS TELLIN’ 
yOU ABOUT - - IT’S BETWEEN 


ME AN’ MISTER PHONEY BONE HERE. 


HE THINKS HE CAN RUN THIS JOINT 
BETTER THAN 2 CAN’ WE’RE 
GONNA LET yOu 
DECIDE’ 


HERE’S TH’ RULES: YOU CAN TAKE YER 
= BUSINESS TO WHICHEVER END 


7 OF TH’ BAR YOU WANT! 
AFTER ONE MOON, THE ENP? THAT EARNS 
TH’ MOST EGGS 
FOR TH’ TAVERN WINS?! 


FROM NOW ON, THIS BAR 

a, WILL BE DIVIDED IN TWO! 
Z’LL RUN THIS END, AN’ TH’ 
BONES’LL RUN THAT END. 


YOU CAN EITHER 
VOTE FOR 
ME, OR 
you CAN 


EVERYBODY 
UNPERSTANP TH’ 
RULES? 





I KNOW, I KNOW. BUT WE’LL 
THIS WASN’T ONE THINK OF 
SOMETHIN’, 
RIGHT? 
WE ALWAYS 


L’VE EVER MADE. po! 


WHAT ARE WE GONNA DO, PHONEY? 
NOBODY’S GONNA ORDER ANYTHING 
FROM US’ IF WE LOSE THIS 
CONTEST WE’RE GONNA BE WASHIIN’ 
DISHES FOR TH’ REST OF 
OUR LIVES? 


SURE! ALL WE RIGHT, I’M ON IT! 

GOTTA DO iS WE’LL HOLD A 

COME UP WITH LECTURE SERIES! 
SOME WAY NO, WAIT/ WE’LL USE 


TO LURE F 
TH’ TOWNSPEOPLE Oe hs ee eens 
BACK DOWN 
oe coe. WITH HIGH, SQUEAKY 
HOW HARP CAN 
THAT BE? 
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‘4 
GRAN’MA BEN? 


\h Ns 


ALL THOSE PREAMS ... 
THEY WERE REAL. 





THOSE DREAMS WERE 
MEMORIES OF THINGS THAT 
REALLY HAPPENED 
TO ME 


IN MY DREAMS 
I WAS TAKEN OUT OF A 
BURNING PALACE AS 
ALITTLE GIRL... 


I EVEN PREAMED ABOUT 
THE AMBUSH ON THE 
DRAGON'S STAIR’ 

LI DREAMED ABOUT THE 


MURDER OF MY PARENTS AND 


I DION’T EVEN KNOW IT! 


THEY WERE JUST 
LIKE YOU SAID... 


... AND IN THE DARK OF 
NIGHT, ZT WAS BROUGHT 
OVER THE MOUNTAINS TO 
THE DRAGONS’ CAVE... 


HOW CAN THIS 
BE?! 


HOW CAN I DREAM ABOUT 
THINGS THAT HAPPENEP TO ME, 
BUT NOT REMEMBER THEM 
HAPPENING?/ 





SOMETIMES 
DREAMS KNOW 
MORE THAN 
WE DO. 


THORN, WHAT 
HAPPENS IN YOUR 
DREAM AFTER YOU 

GET TO THE 
DRAGONS’ CAVE? 


..-.BUT THEN MY EYES 
GET USED TO THE BLACKNESS ... 
I’M AWARE OF SHAPES IN 
THE CAVE AROUND ME... 


MAYBE THERE’S 
MORE WE COULD 


THE DRAGONS 
TAKE ME ON A 
LONG, LONG 
JOURNEY... 
WE GO 
UNDERGROUND TO A 


SPECIAL 
CHAMBER. 
IT’S VERY 
DARK AT 

FIRST... 


.»+ LZ CAN SEE NOW... 
THERE IS LIGHT... 


I AM IN A HUGE CAVERN... 


SURROUNDED BY DRAGONS. 
DOZENS OF THEM. 

AND WE’RE ALL LOOKING 
AT SOMETHING ... 





ae I CAN'T SEE 
WHAT ARE oe Gere IS L THINK 
YOU LOOKING PA aes teageolig bane THE DRAGONS 
? 
AT? SEE SOMETHING, 
WANT ME TO KEEP “5 4 
LOOKING ... MT» COM Ts 
It’S TOO 


BRIGHT. 


WHAT ABOUT THE GARDEN? 


AFTER THAT £ 
DON’T YOU WANT TO TELL GRAN’MA 
STAYED WITH THE BEN ABOUT THAT? 


DRAGONS. 
BUT I NEVER 
SAW THAT CHAMBER 
AGAIN... 


SHE HEARD IT. 
SHE WAS LISTENING IN YES, I CAN’T 


ON OUR CONVERSATION I HEARD YOu. BELIEVE IT... 
OUT IN THE ALL THESE 


BARN. YEARS OF 
HIDING FOR 


NOTHING. 





4 
I DON’T KNOW EXACTLY arb tic eeu 


WHAT’S GOING ON, 
GRAN’MA, BUT YOU’VE GOT BURL Ce fae 
FRIENDS HERE. WON’T THEY CREATURES, BONE! 
PROTECT YOU? THIS IS THE LORD OF 
THE LOCUST’ 


AN ENEMY MORE DANGEROUS AND YOU’RE SURE IT WAS 
THAN A LEGION OF RAT CREATURES. THE DRAGON IN YOUR 
THE LOCUST IS AN ANCIENT SPIRIT DREAM, RIGHT? 
. BURIED DEEP IN THE berate - 
UT EVEN SO, HE CAN BEND 
PEOPLE TO HIS WILL. pier Ma aie CONT 


UNDERSTAND - - 


MMMM. WHAT? 


HE’S WHAT’S HE )) BEING IN MY 


DOING 
eee LI DON’T GET IT. 





C’MON, GRAN’MA! 
WE HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOW! 


THERE’S STILL 
SOMETHING YOU’ 
NOT TELLING US’ 








YOU FEEL 
OKAY? 


LI DON’T 
FEEL 
ANYTHING. 


DO YOU WANT 
ME TO 


T 
LEAVE YOU 


LISTEN. 

IF YOU NEED 
ANYTHING, 
JUST...UH... 
JUST TELL ME, 
ALL RIGHT? 
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PUPPETS 
WOULDN’T 
WORK. 


ARE YOU CRAZY? 
THAT GORILLA 
CAN’T BEAT ME’ 
ESPECIALLY WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
TURNIN’ A PROFIT! 


Wey, EVERYBopy/ 
CONE OVER HERE 
AN Tey 


WELL, THAT’S IT! 
WE’RE BEATEN! 
NOBODY WANTS 
ANYTHING 
FROM US! 
READY TO THROW 
IN TH’ TOWEL, 
cuz? 


YOU KEEP 
TRYIN’ TO THINK PUTTIN’ 
OF SOMETHIN’! r) ON MY 
I’M GONNA GO THINKIN’ 
DOWN AN’ 
TAKE A LOOK 
AT WHAT 
HE’S 
DOIN’. 





WELL, WELL, 
WELL, WELL... 
LOOK WHAT SLITHERED 
UP! READY TO 
CALL IT QUITS, 

Mt SMART-GUY? 


~ 


WHAT TH’? 
WHAT’S GOIN’ 
ON? 


I ADMIT 
THIS MIGHT BE 
A LITTLE 
TOUGHER 
THAN £ 
THOUGHT. 


YOU’RE WELCOME TO HANG 
AROUND THIS ENP. YOU MIGHT LEARN 
SOMETHIN’ ABOUT RUNNIN’ A 
BUSINESS HERE ON TH’ 
WINNING END OF TH’ BAR’ DON’T GET 
SMUG! 
IT AIN’T 
OVER YET! 


HEY - - 
WHAT’S EVERYBODY 
DOIN’? 


WHERE’S 
EVERYBODY 


LOOKS LIKE TH’ TABLES 
HAVE BEEN TURNED, 


PAL, 
EXCUSE ME WHILE I GET 
BACK TO TH’ WINNING END 
OF TH’ BAR! 





WHADDYA DOIN, ~ 
SMILEY? GIVIN 
THIS STUFF 
AWAY 2 


WHAT, ARE YOU CRAZY 77 
HOW ARE WE SUPPOSED TO 
TURN A PROFIT IF YOU 
GINE TH’ BEER AWAY 2! 


8 


fai Cc We 
g\.° ; i 
puyol [sa at 
vk 

al 


M x’ve Hap it \ 7) 


HERE! HERE! YOU! 
GIMME THAT! 





WHAT DID 
you 


» 
yy) 


U 


pIP you 
JUST SAY 
SOMETHIN’ 

ABOUT A 

DRAGON? 


= 








WHAT DID 
yOU SAY 
ABOUT A 
DRAGON? 





I--L--uUH-- 
I JUST SAID I WISH 
FONE BONE’S PRAGON 
WAS HERE... 


HE’S THAT 
OTHER BONE! 
THEIR \ 
cousin’ Y/ 


WHO’S 
FONE BONE? 


SO WHERE |S 
THIS COUSIN OF 
YOURS NOW? 


YEAH! AN’ 
WHERE’S THE 
DRAGON?! 


FONE BONE 
HAS A 
DRAGON? 


YEAH, RIGHT... 


TH’ ONE WHO’S 
ALWAYS HANGIN’ 
AROUND WITH 


ALL RIGHT, 
THAT’S ENOUGH! 


CROWDIN’ TH’ 


L DON’T 
BELIEVE IT. 





DON’T TRY TO 
sToOP US, LUCIUS! 
IF THERE’S A 
DRAGON WALKIN’ 
AROUND OUT THERE, 
WE WANNA 
KNOW! 


WHAT FOR? 
YOU DON’T 
BELIEVE IN 
DRAGONS, DO 
YOU? 


LI DION’T SAY 


L BELIEVED IN ‘EM... 


BUT THERE HAVE 
BEEN SOME PRETTY 
STRANGE THINGS 
GOIN’ ON HERE 


STRANGE 
ENOUGH TO 
MAKE YOU START 
BELIEVIN’ IN 
CHILDREN’S 
STORIES? 


LATELY! 


I KNOW IT SOUNDS CRAZY, 
BUT PEOPLE BEEN SEEIN’ 
STRANGE THINGS IN TH’ 

WOODS AT NIGHT! FOLKS ARE 
AFRAID TO GO OuT! 


AN’ TH’ HAIRY MEN? 
THEY’RE SURE GETTIN’ A LOT 
BRAVER/ YOU NEVER USED TO SEE 
THEM AROUND ... AN’ NOW 
YOU HEAR STORIES ABOUT ‘EM 
EVERY DAY! 


YEAH! THEY 
EVEN ATTACKED 
TH’ COW RACE 

IN BROAD 

DAYLIGHT! 


IL WAS 
THERE, 
REMEMBER? 
WHAT’S YOUR 
POINT? 


IT ALL 
STARTED JUST 
ABOUT TH’ SAME 
TIME THESE 

SHOWED 


NOW ALL 


WE GOT LOOK HERE, BUB, 
Is 


I DON’T KNOW WHOSE 
DRAGON THIS IS, 
BUT IT AIN’T OURS! 
TH’ ONLY 
DRAGON %’VE 
SEEN IS A BIG, LAZY 
ORANGE ONE, AN’ 
HE WAS ALREADY 
HERE! 


EVERYTHING 
WAS FINE UNTIL TH’ 
BONES CAME TO 
OUR PART OF 
TH’ VALLEY! 





BIG AN’ WHAT’S TRUE? 
. oASrINS. cone ORANGE! YOU’RE NOT GONNA 
YOU GOT A LOTTA WEIRD THEN IT’S BELIEVE ANYTHING 
STUFF IN THIS CRAZY TRUE! PHONEY BONE TELLS YOU, 
VALLEY, SO DON’T ARE YA? YOU CAN’T 
GO BLAMIN’ US FOR TRUST THIS RUNT 


, AS FAR AS YOU 
YOUR DRAGON PROBLEMS: — CAN THROW 


HE’S TELLIN’ TH’ YOU TAKE TONATHAN! UM... 
TRUTH, LUCIUS! WE GOT TH’ CAKE, TELL Lucius ONE NIGHT 
US A REAL, LIVE DRAGON WENPELL, WHAT YOU WHEN I WAS 

YOU KNOW WALKIN’ 
THAT? f HOME... 
UH... 
I SAW 
SOMETHIN’. . . 


THERE WASN’T HARDLY ANY MOON THERE, SEE? 
OUT, SO IT WAS KINDA DARK. WHAT DO ‘you ‘SAY AAH? 
AN’ REAL QUIET. TO THAT, LUCIUS? 
MOVIN’ BETWEEN TH’ TREES! ARE JUST GOT 
IT WAS BIG AND IT CHILDREN’S STORIES? i NOTHIN’ 


WAS ORANGE - - 
AND WHEN IT WAS GONE, ALL 
THAT WAS LEFT WAS 
TH’ SMELL OF BRIMSTONE! 


TO SAY... 





WELL, WELL’ NOW, THIS 
IS INTERESTING ... 


YOU SAY YOU’VE 

SEEN SHAPES IN 

TH’ WOODS... 
HEARD BUMPS IN 


TH 
NIGHT... 


YESSIR, I’VE SEEN 
THESE SYMPTOMS 
BEFORE! 


2+. YOU SAY 
IT’S NOT SAFE TO 
GO OUTSIDE AFTER 


NEVER HAPPEN IN A NICE, 
QUIET, LITTLE TOWN LIKE THIS... 
BUT YOU CAN’T STOP “EM! 
THEY’RE HERE 
TO STAY! 





WELL, I HATE TO 
SAY THIS, BUT I THINK 
IT’S SAFE TO ASSUME THAT 
IF YOU HAVE ONE PRAGON, 
THERE’S BOUND 
TO BE OTHERS! 


WHAT 
ARE yOu 
TALKIN’ 
ABOUT? 


WHO KNOWS? 
THIS COULD BE A 
MAJOR INFESTATION, 


NOW, YOU CAN 
EITHER IGNORE THIS 
PROBLEM, OR 
YOU CAN DO 
SOMETHIN’ 
ABOUT IT! 


THE SAME THING YOU 
DO WHEN YOU GOT 
ANY KIND OF PEST 
CONTROL PROBLEM ... 
YOU GET AN 
EXTERMINATOR! 


OH, MY GOSH’? 
THERE’S 
PROBABLY 
DRAGONS 
EVERY WHERE! 


I KNEW IT! 
THEY’RE 
TRYIN’ TO 
TAKE 
OVER! 


HE’S RIGHT! 
WE GOTTA 9O 
SOMETHIN’ BEFORE 
IT’S TOO 


WE’RE NOT 
, GONNA TAKE 
THIS 


YER 
LOOKIN’ AT 
ONE,’ 


AN? WHERE 
DO WE GET AN 
EXTERMINATOR? 
PHONCIBLE P. BONE: 
DRAGONSLAYER! 


AT YOUR 
SERVICE! 





ene YOU KNOW THIS 
DO YOU THINK BCT Bee ui 

YOU’RE DOIN’? | 
ST 

5 _ 

ed 
¢ A 
a > es 


NOTHIN’ LIKE A LITTLE 
ALCOHOL TO GREASE TH’ 


THE FIRST \ 
ROUND’S 
ON ME? 


BUT 
AFTER THAT, 
you 


ypoy 
x Af / 


| La (Ae 





THIS HAS GONE 
FAR ENOUGH? 
Li 


Ten -5 





WELCOME, STRANGER. 
CAN I HELP YOU? I BRING 
YOU NEED A ROOM, NEWS FROM big Ml 
OR JUST LOOKIN’ TO SLAKE THE SOUTH. 
YOUR THIRST? 





HEY THERE, 
FONE 
BONE! 

HOW YOU 

DOIN’ THESE 
FINE DAYS? 


OH, YEAH? 
HOW ARE 
THEY? 

ARE THEY CAUSIN’ 
ANY TROUBLE? 


THEY’S KICKIN’ 
UP SOME PUST, 
yOu KNOW, JES 

LIKE THEY DO. 

BUT 
WHAT’S ALL 
THIS YOU SAYIN’ 
‘BOUTS 
GRAN’MA AN’ 
THORNY? 
SOMETHIN’ 

WRONG? 


HELLO, TED! 
I’M DOIN’ OKAY... 
THORN AN’ GRAN’MA BEN 
COULD BE BETTER... 


Goop! 
JUST 
BEEN TA SEE 
Lucius AN’ YER 
COUSINS’ 


WELL, THORN IS OUT 
IN TH’ BARN LAYIN’ FACEDOWN 
IN TH’ HAY. SHE’S PRETTY UPSET. 
SHE GOT SOME BAD NEWS ABOUT 
HER PARENTS, AN’ SOME OTHER 
STUFF ABOUT HER PAST... 
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OH, UH, 

L PROBABLY 
SHOULDN’T 
SAY, TED. 

I MEAN, I TRUST 
YOU, BUT I 
THINK THEYRE 
KINDA 
SECRET - - 


UM, 
YEAH. 
SHE KNOWS. 
GRAN’MA 
TOLD HER. 


SHE WAS 
IN TH’ HOUSE 
LAST I SAW 

HER. 


SHE FIND OUT 
HER FOLKS WAS KILLED 
BY RAT CREATURES? 


THORN HARVESTAR. 
CROWN PRINCESS OF 
TH’ WHOLE SHOOTIN’ 

MATCH! 
BIG STUFF, 
BIG STUFF. 


OH, Boy. 
GRAN’MA TOLD HER, HUH? 
SO I SUPPOSE SHE 
KNOWS HER REAL LAST 
NAME IS 
HARVESTAR... 
THA’S A 
ROYAL NAME, 
Y’KNOW. 


HOw DID you 

KNOW THAT? 

THORN DIDN’T 
EVEN 
KNOW! 


BUGS KNOW A 
LOTTA STUFF FOLKS 
WOULDN’T S’POSE 
THEY’D KNOW. 


SAY, THAT 
REMINDS ME, I 
GOT AN IMPORTANT 
MESSAGE FROM 
Lucius FOR 
GRAN’MA BEN! 
WHERE IS 
SHE? 
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HEY, BONE! 
@O GRAB YOUR KNAPSACK 
AN’ MEET ME IN TH’ BARN’ 
NOW! 





I JUST RECEIVED 
WORD THAT TH’ SITUATION 
DOWN SOUTH HAS 
CHANGED... 





HERE'S YOUR 

EDROLL AND A 

WE HAVE FEW OF YOUR 
TO PERSONAL 
THINGS ... 


ACCORDING TO MY SOURCES, 
SOMEONE |S GATHERING AN ARMY 
C’MON IN IN THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS AN? 
HERE, THAT PERSON IS WEARING A 


BONE. 


IF IT’S THE SAME HOOPED FIGURE 
FROM THORN’S PREAMS, THEN THE IT SEEMS LARGE 
RAT CREATURES KNOW WHO WE ARE. NUMBERS OF RAT CREATURES 
ARE HEADING 
THERE’S MORE THIS WAY. 
BAD NEWS... 





THEY’RE NOT OUT ON A PICNIC, BONE! 
IT’S NOT SAFE HERE ANYMORE. WE HAVE TO 
LEAVE NOW. ANYTHING IN TH’ HOUSE YOU 
NEED BEFORE WE GET STARTED? 


i L’/LL GRAB 
Pre tee YOUR CLOAK WHEN I 
ate \ GO BACK IN FOR TH’ 
E és . FOOD. ANP WHILE 
SOMETHIN I’M DOIN’ THAT I WANT YOU 
WARMER TO CLEAR AWAY ALL THIS 


TO 
WEAR... J W STRAW, 


THERE’S A SECRET 
DOOR UNDER THERE, AN’ 
INSIDE IS AN OLD TRUNK. 

HAUL IT OUTTA THERE 
AN’ L’LL BE RIGHT 
BACK! 
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YOU GOT IT? 
@Oop! 





HANP ME YOUR 
KNAPSACK, 
BONE. 


BETTER 
COVER THIS 
UP WITH 
SOMETHIN’. 


TAKE GOOD 





WHAT ARE 
YOU LOOKIN’ AT? 
I USED TO WEAR 

THIS THING 
ALL TH’ TIME’ 


THAT’S IT? 
WE’RE JUST 
GONNA 
LEAVE?! 


ALL RIGHT, LOAD UP! 

AN’ MAKE SURE YOUR PACKS 
ARE TIED POWN GOOD AN’ 
TIGHT! WE GOT A 
LONG WALK AHEAD OF 
us! 


YOU/’NE BEEN 
AWFUL QUIET, 
THORN. YOU 
GONNA BE 
OKAY? 


I’M FINE 











MAN! WE’VE BEEN 


CLIMBING FOR BAYS, THORN’ 
CAN’T WE GO 
PART OF THE WAY TO 
BARRELHAVEN ON LEVEL 
GROUND? 


I KNOW WE GRAN’MA 


CAN’T WALK OUT WANTS TO 
IN TH’ OPEN, HAVE A LOOK 
BUT WHAT ARE AROUND. 
WE DOIN’ UP 


IS THAT 
BARRELHAVEN? 


It’s 


O 
BEAUTIFUL’ 


WE HAVE 
TO STAY OFF 
THE ROAD! 
WE CAN’T TAKE 
ANY CHANCES 
ON BEING 

SEEN. 


“ JUST A LITTLE 
FARTHER, BONE. 
ON A CLEAR NIGHT 
LIKE THIS, WE SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO SEE 
THE WHOLE VALLEY. 
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IT LOOKS SO 
QUIET... 


AND 
PEACEFUL. 


WE’RE 
NOT OUT OF 
TH’ WOODS 

YET. 


ARE WE STAYING 
INBARRELHAVEN, STALKING UNTIL We 


AFTER WE WARN THEM 
ABOUT THE RAT 
CREATURES? 

OR ARE WE 
MOVIN’ ON - -? 





OUT BY TH’ WOODSHED AN’ 
_ HEARD SOMETHIN’ MOVIN’ 
AROUND? BACK IN TH’ 


NO, BUT 
SHE SMELLED 
IT! 
BRIMSTONE! 


YOU GUYS 
WANT 
ANOTHER 





SO WHAT HAPPENED? 


BY TH’ TIME 
TANNER GOT OUT TO 
THE SHEP, TH’ PRAGON 

WAS GONE? 


HOW ‘BOUT 
you, 
MR. EUCLID? 


BRING US 
SOME OF 
THOSE HARD, 
STUFFED, LITTLE 


BREAD THINGIES 
YOU’RE SO 
GOOD AT 
MAKIN? 


YEAH, GIMME TH’ 
DRAGONSLAYER 
SPECIAL’ 


FLAME-BROILED 
CHICKEN! YOU GOT IT’ 
BE RIGHT BACK’ 


SMILEY? _ 
mone hte Conic? 
OVER NEED ANY LITTLE THING 
HERE’ FROM TH’ KITCHEN? 
CHEF PHONEY 
AWAITS YOUR 
ORDERS! 


.. THEN Z SAY, 
TH’ BEST THING YOU CAN 9O 
AT NIGHT IS KEEP YOUR 
FAMILY INDOORS! 


RIGHT! YOU’RE RIGHT! 
YOU CAN’T 
BE TOO 
CAREFUL WITH 
THIS DRAGON 
PROBLEM ... 


IS THAT ALL yOu 
GUYS TALK ABOUT? 
DRAGONS?/ 





WHAT’RE 
YOU GOIN’ 
ON ABOUT 


NOW, 
LUCIUS? 


IT’S PRAGON- 
SLAYIN’ TIME/ 


DRAGONS’? I’M 
SURROUNDED BY GROWN 
MEN TALKIN’ ABOUT 

_ MAKE-BELIEVE AN’ 


I GUESS 

NOBODY. 
YOU WANT 
ANY THING 
FROM TH’ 


ME, TOO! 


AN’ 
BREAD 
THINGIES/ 





HEY THERE, Lt XI KNOW! 
PHONEY BONE! HEE.’ HEE. HEE GOTTA HAND IT HE’S REALLY 
EIGHT MORE BEERS! THIS TO YA, PHONEY! STEAMIN’, TOO, 
WE GOT ALOT OF [DRAGONSLAYER THING IS I THOUGHT ISN’T HE? 
THIRSTY GREAT FOR BUSINESS! LUCIUS REALLY 
CUSTOMERS HAD YOU BEAT 
TONIGHT! WHEN HE MADE HE DION’T 
THAT BET TO COUNT ON HIS 
SEE WHO CUSTOMERS’ 
COULD SELL FEAR OF 
TH’ MOST BEER! ORAGONS! 


I WON’T HAVE TO, 
WHICH, O MIGHTY phate es YOU’RE NOT?! you SIMPLETON! 
-- ! ay 
rmcoraritae aceasta) | ey ST. GEO! OF we once 
GONNA KEEP YOUR Sa ee: ONLY TH’ TOWNSFOLK 
PROMISE TO THE DRAGONS! ARE ee THINK THEY ARE/ 
SRAGONS? reall Nae GONNA GET RID NOW HEADS uP! 
OF ‘EM’ WE GOT A CUSTOMER? 


TONATHAN! NOT YOU, TOO?! 
—= YOU WORK FOR ME! 
YOU’RE NOT GONNA 
TAKE YOUR BUSINESS TO 
THEIR END OF TH’ BAR? 





DON’T YOU GET IT? 
ALL THIS TALK ABOUT PRAGONS 
IS JUST A TRICK TO GET YOU TO 


OH, WELL, GEE, MR. DOWN... 
EVERYBODY ELSE IS, SO 
L JUST FIGURED - - 


HEY, JONATHAN’ HOW WAS 
YOUR CROP LAST YEAR? 


KINDA POOR. 
WASN’T MUCH 
RAIN. 


THEY 90?!) 
OOH! BUT Y’*KNOW? 
THAT MAKES SENSE 

WHEN YA THINK 

ABOUT IT! 


f OH! YEAH! 


ORDER YOUR DRINKS 
FROM HIM! 


YOU KNOW, SOME FOLKS 


CLAIM IT’S DRAGONS 
THAT CAUSE DROUGHT. ? 


MY PLEASURE, 
FRIEND! 





ALL RIGHT, THAT’S, IT/ IN TH’ PANTRY! 
C’MERE! I WANT TO NOW! 
TALK TO YOU, 
SHORTY? 


ALL RIGHT, AN’ IX-NAY ON TH’ 
HOLP ON’ DRAGONS BEIN’ 


SMILEY! GET BEHIND TH’ 
BAR! I DON’T WANNA 
LOSE ANY SALES’ 


FRIENPLY - - 


I NEVER KNOW 
WHOSE SIDE 
YOU’RE ON. 





L HOPE THIS 
IS IMPORTANT, 
LuCcIUS! 

I’M PRETTY BUSY 
OUT THERE! 


YOU DON’T LIKE - I DON’T LIKE 
WHAT I’M - ~- 7 é WHAT YER 
WHAT?/ DOIN’ WITH 
WHAT ARE YOU ; ALL THIS 
TALKIN’ DRAGON STUFF! 
ABOUT? TH’ BET’S OFF! 


JUST LOOK AT TH’ PANTRY! 
DID YOU EVER SEE TH’ 
LARDER OVERFLOWIN’ LIKE 
THAT? I DID THAT IN 
TWO DAYS WITH 
ALL THIS PRAGON STUFF 


LIKE WHAT 
YOU’RE 
DOIN’. 


NOW I KNOW 
YOU'RE CRAZY/ 
THIS BET IS 
TH’ BEST THING 
THAT EVER HAPPENED 
TO THIS 


YOU ALMOST STARTED 
A RIOT TH’ FIRST NIGHT! 
YOU THINK RILIN’ UP A 
MOB IS WORTH IT JUST TO 
WIN A LOUSY BET?/ 





FORGET, TH’ BET - - WE CAN’T L WHAT’S TH’ BIG DEAL? 
Quit NOW! LOOK AT ALL THIS DON’T EVENTUALLY TH’ TOWNSFOLK’LL 
STUFF! WE’RE GETTIN’ RICH! WANT IT. REALIZE THE DRAGONS AREN’T A 
DON’T FORGET HALF THIS IT AIN’T THREAT, AND EVERYTHING WILL GO 
HONEST BACK TO NORMAL - - 
WHAT’S THE HARM? 


WHAT’S THE HARM? YOU DON’T I KNOW THAT ONE DRAGON 
KNOW WHAT YOU'RE IN PARTICULAR HAS SAVED YOU AN’ 
MESSIN’ WITH, BONE! < YER COUSINS’ BUTTS MORE THAN A 

FEW TIMES! 


AN’ I KNOW 
TH’ DRAGONS 
DON’T WANT 
ANYBODY TO 
KNOW THEY 
EXIST’ 


: ... BUT DON’T YOU THINK IT’S 
NOT THAT YOU’D = STRANGE THAT 3’M TH’ ONE 
HAVE TH’ TELLIN’ FOLKS THAT DRAGONS 
DECENCY EXIST, AN’ YOU’RE TH’ ONE 
Torespect “WLS TRYIN’ TO CONVINCE EM 


SOMEONE ELSE’S : THAT THEY DON’T? 
WISHES/ ‘ 


Y’KNOW ... 


TH’ IRONY OF 
ALL THIS MAY BE 
LOST ON 

you... 





I’M TH’ ONE TELLING ‘EM 
THE TRUTH! YOU’RE TH’ ONE 
TRYIN’ TO HIDE IT? THAT’S WHY 
THEY KEEP COMIN’ TO MY 

END OF TH’ BAR - - - ~~ 


OKAY, PAL, I’M 
CALLIN’ YOUR BLUFF! 

IF YOU WANNA CALL OFF 
THIS BET, ALL YOU GOTTA DO 
IS WALK OUT THERE AN’ 
TELL EVERYBODY TH’ 


SMW nav’ 'S WHAT’S 


REALLY BOTHERIN’ YOU, 
ISN’T IT? THAT I’M 
WINNING TH’ BET! 


NO, HUH? 
L DION’T THINK 
so. 


I DON’T SEE 
MUCH DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN YOUR 
HONESTY AND 


GO AHEAD! 
TELL “EM 
DRAGONS 
ARE REAL! 


I GOT 


A 
BUSINESS 
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...TH’ GITCHY FEEDIN’/ 
++ THAT TERRIBLE FEELIN’ THAT 
SWIM... 


HOW BAD 
I , 
\ GRAN’MA? 
Nec \ 


H... ITSA BIG 
ONE. SOMETHIN’ AWFUL 
IS GONNA HAPPEN. 


THIS ISN’T GOOD... 
I CAN’T SHAKE IT OFF... 





WE HAVE TO... ARE YOU .-. DIFFICULT... 


. 
GO STRAIGHT TO see 


u 
TH’ INN. SURE YOU CAN 
Se TRAVEL IN 


BUT WE CAN’T WAIT... 


THIS 
CONDITION? 


GRAN’MA, DOES TH’ 
GITCHY FEELIN’ GIVE YOU 
ANY CLUE WHAT IT MIGHT BE 
WARNING YOU ABOUT? 
MAYBE WE COULD 
DO SOMETHING! 


I JUST KNOW ng 
ITLL BE BAD... IT WON’T BE 
SO BAD... 


NOT IF YOU 
LIKE 
QUICHE... 











GET BEHIND 
ME! 


DON’T LET ‘EM 
SURROUND 
us! 


TM MOVIN’! 
TM MOVIN’! 





/ 


Mal 


uy 


YOUR TIRE OLP 


FRAME CAN PO NOTHING 


TO STOP US... 


DON’T GET GREEDY 
ON ME/ THERE’S 
THREE OF THEM, 

Z JUST WANT THE 
LITTLE ONE 
FOR MY 


PUT DOWN OUR BELLIES ARE 


THAT BLADE EMPTY ANP? OUR PATIENCE 
ANP WE WILL IS SHORT... SUBMIT TO US 
GIVE YOU A ANP WE WILL MAKE OF YOU 


A GREAT QUICHE, 


TO BO WITH 
GREED! 
IT’S A 
MATTER 
OF 


PRINCIPLES 
MONSTERS 


AGAIN WITH THE 
QUICHE?/ 
WHAT KINP OF 
SELF-RESPECTING 
MONSTER WOULP 
EAT A DAINTY 
PASTRY DISH?/ 


STEW 
IS WHAT WE 
WILL MAKE g 
OF THEIR 
BONES! 





AIM A 
; LITTLE TO 
Pa THE LEFT’ 


THORN! WHERE’S THORN?! 
IS SHE SAFE? 


FEELING ANY 
BETTER? 





TH’ SPELL 
I 
STARTIN’ 


WHAT GOOD IS 
THIS GITCHY FEELIN’ 
IF IT WARNS YOU 
ABOUT DANGER, 
BUT IT MAKES 
YOU TOO DIZZY 
TO DEFEND 
YOURSELF? 





MUCH 
WORSE, 
PROBABLY. 





NOT YOu - - 


WHATEVER IT’S WARNING 


TH’ GITCHY WOULD 
NEVER PUT ME IN 
HARM’S WAY. 


on, GREAT! 


YOU MEAN IT 
WASN’T WARNING 
US ABOUT TH’ 
RAT CREATURES? 
THERE’S SOMETHING 
WORSE COMING?/ 


ME ABOUT HASN’T 
HAPPENED YET! 


I NEED TO CLEAR MY HEAD... 
HERE. 












TAKE MY SWORD 
AN’ KEEP AN EYE ON 
THOSE TWO. 





OH - - UH, 
GEE, GRAN’MA, 
L’VE NEVER 
EVEN HELD A 
SWORD 
BEFORE. 
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THAT’S 
INTERESTING ... 
THE MONSTERS DON’T 

LIKE YOU TOUCHING 
MY WEAPON f 


YOU MAY BE 

CLOSER TO THE 

TURNING THAN 
LI REALIZED. 


L DON’T 
HEAR 
ANYTHING. 





. NO, THAT’S BAD. 
THESE WOODS ARE FULL OF 
RAT CREATURES, AN’ AFTER ALL TH’ MAYBE 
RUCKUS WE JUST MADE, THIS MORE 
PLACE SHOULD BE RAT CREATURES 
CRAWLIN’ WITH ‘EM! ARE COMING! 


L GRAN’MA! ¢ 
SO... YOU GOING?! 


SOMETHIN’S 
NOT RIGHT, 


AND 
I DON’T LIKE 
IT. 


... AN’ THESE TWO 
ARE GONNA TELL ME 
WHAT IT IS? 





WHY ARE THE TWO 
OF YOU OUT HERE 
ALONE? 
WHERE ARE THE 
REST OF YOUR 
COMRADES?! 


TRAITOR/ 


IS THIS ALL IT 
TAKES TO MAKE 
YOU SPILL YOUR 
} GUTS?! 
AN OLD 
WOMAN?/ 


BEEN 
ORPEREP 


TO 
EVACUATE 
THE 


VALLEY... 


CHIEFTAIN’ 
MERCY! 
I COULP NOT 
HELP MYSELF - - 


SHE IS 
STRONG 
ANP HARP 
AS A KNOTTED # 
OLD TREE! 





SILENCE / 











LI KNEW IT. 
SLEEPIN’ 
ON TH’ 





BUSINESS 
IS SLOWIN’ 
DOWN’! 
NOBODY’S 
BUYIN’ OUR 
RED DRAGON 


HOW ABOUT: 
PUT A PRAGON 
IN YER FLAGON? 


EVERYBODY 
SPENT ALL 
THEIR 


YOU HAVEN’T? 


Z HEARD ABOUT 
IT FROM bucius’ 
EVERY MIDSUMMER’S 


DAY THERE’S 


A HUGE PICNIC AN’ 
EVERYBODY BRINGS 


ALE! 


YEAH, 
RIGHT. 


LOOK AT ‘EM! 
THEY’RE DELIBERATELY NURSING 


THAT’S NOT IT. 

E ACCEPT GOODS 
AND LIVESTOCK, TOO! 
NO, THERE MUST BE 
SOME OTHER 
REASON THEY’RE 
HOLDING OUT. 


I KNEW IT’ 
I KNEW THAT 


SOME WAY TO 
INTERFERE 
WITH MY 


BIG APE WOULD FIND 


THOSE BEERS! 
I WONPER IF LUCIUS IS 
UP TO SOMETHING. .. 


THEY'RE PROBABLY 


SAVIN’ ALL THE 
GOOD STUFF FOR 
THE BIG SUMMER 

PICNIC! 


DON’T WORRY, 
I’M SURE 
YOU'RE INVITED! 





WHAT COULD 
BE BETTER 
THAN 
IT’S 
PRAGON- 
SLAYIN’ 


PICNIC? 


WHAT PICNIC? 
LI DION’T HEAR 
ABOUT A PICNIC/ 


HE’S DINERTING MY 
FUNDS! AND THESE 
BACKSTABBERS - - 


ZRERR RRRRRI 


HOLPIN’ OUT ON ME, 
AFTER I OFFERED TO 
SAVE THEIR 
CRUDDY LITTLE 
TOWN FROM 
DRAGONS! 


THE ONLY 
DRAGON OUT 
THERE IS ee — 
PEACEFUL! 1D 
ANYTHING! 


\T abe ag IT f PF se wena 

HE / . 
ror HELP . : tar 

‘ / PRAGON/ 


12 
. F; 
6 
D 


GRAN’MA BEN AND ge 
THORN ARE WITH HIM! i 
Ga €@ 





Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


WENDELL, 
GRAB THAT 


EUCLID! 
yOu AND JONATHAN 
} GO TO TH’ SHED 
AND GET SOME 
TORCHES’ 








I DON’T HEAR 
HIM YELLING 
ANYMORE’ 


OH, MAN. FONE 
WE’LL NEVER 7 BONE? 


FIN? HIM! 
WHERE ARE 
you? 








iq, 
lf 
/ 


CRUNCH SN gi CRUNGH 


YOURE 
NOT QUITE 





| . 


C RUIGEACRUNGH 


HOW YOUR 
INFERIOR RACE HAS 
MANAGEP TO RULE THIS 
VALLEY FOR SO LONG 
IS BEYONP ME. 


BUT THIS GAME 
IS OVER. 


FAREWELL, 


YOUR 
MAJESTY - - 


you 
FLAT-LANPERS 
PISGUST ME. 








EARTH....- 


.-- AN? SKY... 








| 
4 
B 


he ret it 


oa 


IT’S OVER, DEAR. 
WE WON’T SEE 
ANY MORE 
RAT CREATURES 
FOR A LONG 
WHILE. 


YES! YES! 
OH, THANK 
GOODNESS! 





WHAT 
HAPPENED? 
I HEARD 
THAT 
SCREECH! 


THERE ARE THINGS 
IL MUST TELL YOU... 
NOW. 


I MAY NOT 


GET ANOTHER CHANCE. 


rie GRAN’MA’S 
NOTHING. HURT, 


TOO. 
IT JUST 


GET TO 
sali THE INN’ 


GRAN’MA, 
LET ME 
SEE 
YOUR 
HEAD. 


THE LORD OF THE 
LOCUSTS IS LOOKING 
FOR YOU. 

ANP YOU MUST 
KEEP HIM FROM FINDING 
YOU --AT 

ALL COSTS... 


LISTEN 








HE’S NOT ]) 
DEAR? S 
HE JUST ¢ 
FAINTED! 


SHUT UP 
ANP 
GRAB SOME 
LEAVES! 


YouR & “22° 
FAULT! > BLEEDING! 





WHAT a JUST HELP ME SHOULD © 
I pO: HOLD DOWN ON IT BLOW ON IT? 
WHAT PO UNTIL THE BLEEDING WOULP THAT 


YOU IDIOT.’ 
HIS ARM IS 


DON’T YELL AT ME! MY FAU LT. [| | We WERE UNDER 
THIS IS ALL YOUR fe ORPERS TO 
FAULT,’ KINGPOK IS EVACUATE THE 
GOING TO IT WAS THAT HUMANS VALLEY,’ 
KILL US WHEN THE OLP COW WOMAN’S YOU SHOULD 
HE WAKES UP’ GRANPPAUGHTER - - HAVE LEFT 
SHE CUT Acti OFF, THE HUMANS 
NOT ME 


you SEE? YOU 

PISOBEYED I COULDN'T HELP IT! Palate Lk ee , 

ORDERS’ THAT LITTLE BONE GUY MARBLED WITH FAT, , ’ 
WAS WITH THEM, LITTLE BONE GUY... 


SOMEPAY WELL 
CATCH HIM 
ANP STUFF HIM 


INA 
QUICHE! 





DON’T YOU TRY TO BLAME ME/ 
THIS IS YOUR FAULT/ 
YOU'RE THE ONE WHO’S 

EA 


IF KIN@00OK 
DIES, 
THEN THE 
HOODEDP ONE 
WILL FINO? OUT 
WE PISOBEYEP 

ORDERS! 


HE’LL MAKE RUGS OUT 
OF OUR HIPES/ 


AND LOOK WHAT 
YOU'VE DONE/ 


s 


THAT WOULD 
BE VERY, VERY 
BAP. 


, 
KIN@POK/ 


WE DON’T WANT 
THE HOOPED ONE 


TO KNOW WE 
KILLED YOU/ 


a, DON’T 
3 EVEN SAY 
THAT? 
IF HE DIES, 
THINGS ARE 


‘HEN 
THE HOOPEP ONE 
LEARNS THAT 
WE GOT HIS 
CHIEF OFFICER 
KILLED, HE’LL 
HAVE OUR 
SKINS PEELED 
OFF./ 


ON THE OTHER 


HAND, 
IF HE POES DIE, 
THE 


HOOPEP ONE 
WILL BLAME 
THE BONES 

ANP THE 
COW WOMAN’S 
GRAND- 
DAUGHTER/ 





KIN@POK IS 
THE ONLY 
ONE WHO 

KNOWS WE 
DISOBEYED 

ORPERS/ 


HOW’S THE OLD 
FELLOW DOING, 
ANY WAY? 


IT LOOKS LIKE 
WE STOPPED 
THE BLEEDING, 
ANP HE SEEMS 
TO BE 
BREATHING 
OKAY. 


LET’S RUN AWAY ANP HIDE FOREVER’ 








GRAN’MA, PLEASE! 
JUST LET ME 
SEB YOUR ¢ 
ARM! 


... THE 
TOWNSPEOPLE 
MUST BE 
LOOKING FOR US 
BY NOW, AN? 
WE NEEP TO 
TALK BEFORE 
THEY GET 
HERE. 


IAM 
HOLDING 
STILL. 


MY ARM IS 
FINE, THORN. “ 
WE’RE LOSING 


PRECIOUS TIME... 


SO TALK. 
JUST STOP 
MOVING 
YOUR 





Oo 
OPENED? UP 
THAT 


CUT AGAIN! 


YES, I KNOW. 


I’M A PRINCESS. 


YOU ALREADY 
TOLD ME. 


LISTEN TO ME, WHAT I’M ABOUT TO TELL YOU, DEAR, 
THORN... CONCERNS NOT ONLY YOU, 
: ik BUT EVERYONE WHO LIVES IN THE 
ZGENNM. . VALLEY. YOU SEE, YOU ARE NOT 
LIKE OTHER PEOPLE - - 


TAKE IT 
EASY THERE, 
WILL YOU? 


THERE WERE PRINCESSES 
BEFORE YOU, AND THERE WILL BE 
PRINCESSES AFTER YOU - - 
LIKE GRAINS OF SANP ON THE 
BEACH, OR STARS IN THE SKY... 


ove 
SHOULD KNOW. 
I WAS ONE OF 

THEM. 





BUT YOU WERE HIDDEN AS A CHILD 
BECAUSE YOU ARE A VENI-YAN-CARI. 
AN AWAKENED ONE! AND YOU HAVE 
A TERRIBLE PATH BEFORE YOU. 


THEY’LL HAVE 
GRAN’MA! TO GO 
WHAT ARE THROUGH 
you ME 
TALKING FIRST 
ABOUT? 


THE DREAMING? IT 1S THE 
ISN’T THAT YOUVE OLD TIME, BUT 
THE NAME FOR HEARD OF &| IT STILL EXISTS. 

IT’S ALL 
TIME? AROUND US. 


THE OLD 


AN AWAKENED ONE CAN WALIK 
FREELY BETWEEN THE WAKING WORLD 
ANP THE DREAMING WORLD! 
AGENTS OF THE LOCUST WILL BE 
SEARCHING FOR YOU. 





I DON’T THINK THEY’LL 
EVEN NOTICE YOU, BONE... wai 
AGENTS OF THE LOCUST jm 
WILL STOP AT NOTHING 4% 
TO FREE THEIR 
MASTER. 






IT’S A FORGOTTEN HUM 
THAT ALL THE ANIMALS 
ANP ALL THE TREES ARE STILL 
. USTENING TO. we 
IT’S JUST US WHO CAN’T 
HEAR IT ANYMORE. é 


OF US, 
ANYWAY. 





THERE ARE THOSE 
WHO ARE TRAINED 
TO USTEN... 


THERE ARE 
REPORTS COMING OUT OF f 
THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS THAT 4m 
THE RAT CREATURES HAVEA & 
NEW LEADER. A LEADER WHO 
WEARS A HOOD PULLED 
DOWN OVER HIS FACE... 


THIS IS IN 
KEEPING WITH THE 
TRADITIONAL MANNER 
OF THE DISCIPLES 
OF VENU, WHO, 

IN THE 
DAYS OF 
OLD, WERE THE 
GUARDIANS OF 
THE KINGDOM. 








MY FEAR |S THAT N 
THIS ROGUE 


= 
THE DISCIPLES OF VENU 
ARE ALSO A MYSTICAL 
SECT. A RELIGIOUS 
ORDER DEVOTED TO 
THE STUDY OF 
DREAMS... 


A RITUAL INTENDED TO 
FREE THE LOCUST USING 
EITHER MY GRANDDAUGHTER, 
OR YOUR COUSIN 
PHONCIBLE. 


DISCIPLE LEADING 
THE RAT CREATURES 
MAY BE PLANNING 
A FORBIDDEN 





THAT’S WHY WE’RE TAKING THORN )7 
TO THE ANCIENT CITY OF / 
ATHEIA, WHERE SHE’LL d 
BE SAFE. 


2’M NOT 
GOING TO 
ATHEIA. 





NO, DEAR! 


LISTEN’ 
WHAT I’M 
TELLING 
YOU IS TRUE! 


THANK YOU 
sO MUCH. 


IT IS TRUE’ ON THE 
DAY YOU WERE BORN, 
THE PRAGONS CAME 

TOUS... 









I’M NOT 
GOING ANYWHERE 
WITH YOu 


YOU’RE 
CRAZY! 


DEAR, YOU’RE UPSET - - 
LISTEN TO ME - S 
TENN 
| \ \ 
é 





THIS IS SUDDENLY THE TRUTH?/ 
MY PARENTS ARE DEAD, AND I’M A 
PRINCESS WITH MAGIC POWERS?// 


WHAT DOES THAT 
MAKE ME?! 


FAIRY 
PRINCESS? 


THEY TOLD US THEY COULD SEE 
YOUR DREAMS ON THE HORIZON 
LIKE A PILLAR OF FIRE. 


SHE’S IN DANGER! 


STOP HER! 


SHE DOESN’T 
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YOU/RE 


HERE. 
TAKE THIS 
SWORD WITH 
Oo 





NOW, GO! QUICK, BEFORE DON’T WORRY ABOUT ME. 
YOU LOSE HER. GET THORN BACK TO vo) YOU GO SEE LUCIUS DOWN? 
THE BARRELHAVEN TAVERN IN ONE BE SURE AND TELL HIM THAT 
O? THE RAT CREATURES HAVE 
: EVACUATED 
THE VALLEY... 


IT TO 
LUCIUS 


ANP TELL HIM 
ABOUT THE 
LORD OF THE 








ARE YOU 
OKAY? 


MM... LT DON’T 
KNOW. 


I’M SORRY 
ABOUT THAT 
FAIRY PRINCESS 
REMARK. 

I DON’T KNOW 
WHAT I WAS 
THINKING - - 
IT JUST 

POPPED 
OuT! 





WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING WITH THAT 
THING, ANYWAY? 


WHAT, THIS? 
I DUNNO. 
ZL JUST WANTED 
IT. 


JONATHAN? YES, WE’RE SAFE! NO, MISS/ 
IS THAT YOU? WHAT IS THIS WALL LUCIUS NEVER CAME 
: DOING HERE? BACK LAST NIGHT - - 
DID Lucius HAVE HE WENT OUT LOOKIN’ 
YOU BUILD IT? FOR YOU AN’ GRAN’MA BEN, 
BUT HE NEVER 
CAME BACK! 


OH, NO’ OH ~ - UH, L’M AFRAID WHAT ARE YOU I’M SORRY, 
THAT’S TERRIBLE! L CAN’T LET YOU IN. TALKING ABOUT? MR. BONE, 
LET US IN’ STRICT ORDERS! WE’RE NOT BUT ACCORDING 
ABSOLUTELY NO STRANGERS/ TO THE NEW 
STRANGERS ARE LET US IN? BOSS, ANYBODY 


ALLOWED T WHO’S NOT INSIDE 
THE emer IS A STRANGER! 
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COME, 


YOU 
WISH TO 
APPEAR 
BEFORE 


BRING YOU 
NEWS OF THE 
SOUTHERN 


YOU 
BRING 
US? 





THE MEN OF PAWA HAVE TURNED 
AN? JOINEP YOUR ARMY ... THE ANCIENT 
CITY OF THE EAST IS ONCE AGAIN 
YOURS, MY LORD .... 


THERE WILL BE A GREAT 
BATTLE THE LIKES OF WHICH ATHEIA 
HAS NEVER SEEN .... 


THE ONE WHO BEARS A STAR 
REMAINS IN THE SMALL NORTHERN 
VILLAGE OF BARRELHAVEN ... 


SHE IS ALSO IN THE VILLAGE... 
ALL OUR ENEMIES ARE THERE .... 
THE QUEEN MOTHER, THE PRINCESS, 
THE BONES... 

...AND THE GREAT RED DRAGON... 


A CONTINGENCY OF TROOPS 
IS MASSING ALONG THE BORDER 
THAT RUNS BETWEEN PAWA 
AND ATHEIA... 
THEY AWAIT YOUR INSTRUCTIONS ... 


WHAT ARE 
YOU BOING 
TO 
FREE 
US? 


THE GIRL. 


WHERZ IS THE 
AIRL? 


ONCE THE FINAL CAMPAIGN 
BEGINS ... WE WILL CRUSH THIS 
VILLAGE ... AND DESTROY YOUR 

ENEMIES IN ONE SWIFT BLOW! 





THANK YOU, 
LORD. 


YOU 
OUR BYBS 
AN? OUR 
MY LOVE. 
ME THIS 
@QUBSTI 


ooo 


KINGPOK WAS BADLY 
WOUNDED IN AN ENCOUNTER WITH 
THE PRINCESS ... A DOORWAY TO 
THE DREAMING WAS TEMPORARILY 

OPENED. 


ANOTHER 
ATTEMPT 
MUST 
MAGE TO 
REAGH 


\F THE 
ATTEMPT 
FAILS? 


PERHAPS. 


lf SHB CANNOT 
OURS o ooo 
SHB MUST 
ROVEAP o50 


@O NOW. 





WHAT PO YOU 
NEED .... 
THE GIRL FOR? 


IS 
STRONG. 


..» BUT HER POWER MAY 
BE USED AGAINST US.... 
WOULD IT NOT BE SAFER 
TO JUST DESTROY HER - - 





THERE IS 
NO NBZP 
TO 

JZALOUS. 


IT Is YOU 
WEB LOVE o oo 


00 0 ANP YOU 
WILE 
NBVAR o oo 
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WHAT’S TAKING © THEY WERE 
) FONE BONE AND PROBABLY 
THORN SO LONG? | 7/ EATEN BY 
DON’T THEY THE SAME DRAGON 
KNOW ITLL THAT ATTACKED 
BEDARK WW \_ THEMLAST 


NOPE. AN’ 

NOT SINCE Lucius 

THEY WENT ISN'T 

OUT THIS BACK YET, JA SOMEBODY! 

MORNING? EITHER? i 
WE’RE 
GONNA 
HAFTA 

PUT UP TH’ 

GATES 
SOON. 


HERE, MR. PHONEY BONE, 
IT’S A BOTTLE OF 
OUR BEST WINE/ 

ME AN’ TH’ MISSUS 
JUST WANTED YOU 
TO HAVE IT. 


MM? 
OH, YEAH, 
GREAT. 
THANKS. 


‘ _ — 


WE TRIED TO KEEP 
THEM FROM GOING 
BACK OUT. SHOULD WE 
START POSTING THE 
NIGHT SENTRIES? 


HOLP ON. 
HEY, 
TONATHAN! 
ANY SIGN OF 
TH’ SEARCH 
PARTY? 


DID YoU FIND 
GRANMA BEN? 


NOTHING. 
NOT A ene 


{e) 
GRAN’MA BEN 
OR 
LUCIUS’ 





I TOLD you PUT THE GATES 


YOU WERE WASTING = BACK UP AT BOTH 
YOUR TIME’ —~ \N ENDS, AN’ POST 
NOW, GET IN HERE SS TH’ SENTRIES/ 
WHERE IT’S SAFE! 


YOU HEARD HIM! C’MON, FONE! BECAUSE HE’S 
GET THOSE LOGS BACK ( 5 GOT SOME HOT FOOD THE DRAGONSLA - ~) 
IN PLACE: AN’ A BOTTLE OF WINE 
BREATHIN’ UPSTAIRS - - 


LI TRUST YOU'LL OF COURSE, YOU 


BE JOINING US TONIGHT. MUST BE EXHAUSTED! 


AS WELL, THORN? L’D LIKE PLEASE’ 
TO BE YOU’RE WELCOME TO 


ALONE FOR ALIN STAY IN THE TOWER 
A WHILE. US|] ROOM - - 


EI 
I’M AFRAID 
I’VE TAKEN OVER 
THE BIG ROOM 
OVER TH’ BAR’ 





BUT YOU'LL BE 
TOINING US, 
RIGHT, 
FONE BONE? 


WE'LL BE 
WAITING IN THE 
BIG ROOM 
OVER TH’ 
BAR! 


OH, FONE BONE. 
WHAT HAVE I DONE? 
I THOUGHT GRAN’MA WOULD 
JUST FOLLOW Us. 
ARE YOU 
OKAY, NOW SHE’S GONE. 
THORN? 





IT DOESN’T 
MATTER TO ME. 
ALL I WANT TO DO 

IS SLEEP! 


PLEASANT 
DREAMS. 


OKAY, THEN. 
SEE yOu 


H’ 


IN 
MORNING. 





WHO DIED 
AN’ MADE yOu 
KING? 


WHAT ARE YOU UP TO? TH’ TOWNSPEOPLE LOVE US, FONE BONE! 
WHAT’S WITH THAT THEY CAN’T GIVE US STUFF 
STOCKADE YOU HAD PUT UP FAST ENOUGH’ 
AROUND? TH’ SQUARE? 
AN’ WHY ARE TH’ 
TOWNSPEOPLE PUTTIN’ YOU THEY’RE PAYIN’ 
UP IN SUCH HIGH STYLE? >" \ USIN SILK AN’ 
CATTLE TO 
PROTECT 


DRAGONS? 
BUT THE 
DRAGONS 

_ WOULDN’T 


\ THEM FROM HURT 
DRAGONS! 


ANYBODY? 


TukreS THEE , YOU GUYS KILL ME! pe Recall 
HAT’S THE BEST PART U GUYS Ki HAVE ANY QUALMS. 


DON’T YOU HAVE TH’ 
SLIGHTEST QUALMS WE’RE JUST GIVIN’ ‘EM 


YA GOTTA ABOUT PROFITING WHAT THEY WANT! 

ADMIT - - IT OFF OF OTHER PEOPLE’S IF THEY WANNA 

SURE MAKES OuR FEARS AN’ PARANOIA? BE VICTIMS, LET ‘EM: 
JOB EASY! 





YOU CAN’T FEEL EXACTLY! BESIDES, AS LONG AS THEIR 
SAFE UNLESS PEOPLE LIKE GUARD IS UP, I'LL BE 
THERE’S SOMETHIN’ TO BE SAFE FROM TH’ 
TO BE SAFE VICTIMS? RAT CREATURES! 
AGAINST! THERE’S A CERTAIN . 
UNASSAILABLE 
MORAL SUPERIORITY 
ABOUT IT... 


AH, Quit I’M WORKIN’ ON A SCHEME RIGHT 
GETTIN’ YER KNICKERS NOW THAT’S GONNA PAY OFF BIG! 
UP IN A BIND. GET US OUTTA PEBT, AND OUTTA THIS 
WE’RE NOT GONNA VALLEY SCOT-FREE - - 
BE HERE MUCH ANP LI SHOULD HAVE ENOUGH 
LONGER, PLUNDER LEFT OVER SO WE CAN 
ANYWAY! LIVE LIKE KINGS WHEN WE GET BACK 
TO BONEVILLE/ 


I’M NOT 
GOIN’ 
BACK. 





NO, BUT FONE, YOU 

YOU'RE JUST . J , Loni eae 
£’M SERIOUS: TTA COME BACK! 

KIDPIN’, RIGHT, I’M STAYIN’ HERE. a Car LEANE ae ae 


FONE BONE? : 
THERE’S TOO MUCH . ' IORN, | 
UNFINISHED TROT welts ene IT: 
BUSINESS. 


FONE BONE, FONE BONE... GET OVER 
COUSIN - - OLD PAL, HER, MAN! 
WHEN ARE YOU GONNA GET YOU’RE NOT 
A CLUE? TALKING HER TYPE! 
YOU DON’T HAVE ABOUT! 
A CHANCE 
WITH THORN! 


I’M JUST SHE’S NOT I’M TALKIN’ ABOUT 
Y SAYING THAT MY GIRLFRIEND, = ALL THE TROUBLE THAT’S 
IF LT WERE YOu, AND THAT’S NOT y GOIN’ ON IN TH’ VALLEY 
L’D START LOOKIN’ WHAT I’M 1 \ WITH TH’ PRAGON AND THE 
FOR ANOTHER TALKING RAT CREATURES! 


GIRLFRIEND! ABOUT! 
WE’RE MIXED 


UP IN ALL THIS? 





OH, YEAH? I DON’T KNOW, THAT’S 
THEN WHY ARE THE AN’ I DON’T GREAT, 
RAT CREATURES CARE! AFTER PHONEY. 
LOOKING FOR MIDSUMMER’S DAY, sust 
you? I’M OUTTA HERE GREAT. 
AN’ WHY IS TH’ WHETHER YOU COME YOU DO 
RED DRAGON OR NOT? THAT. 
APPEARING IN 
MY DREAMS? 


a 
WHAT. YOU Teer 
ALWAYS 20, Sher 
ISNT IT? 
TAKE CARE 
OF 
YOURSELF 


WHAT ABOUT OUR 


MIPSUMMER’S PAY PLAN? I THINK WE’RE 


HOW WILL WE GET GONNA HAVE TO FIND 
HOME WITHOUT SOME OTHER WAY TO 
HIS HELP? GET A DRAGON... 





PHONEY’S UP TO 
SOMETHING - ~- AN’ WHEN 
IT BACKFIRES, HE’S 
GONNA EXPECT ME TO 
GET HIM OFF TH’ HOOK - - 
AGAIN’ 


JEEZ. I WONDER 
WHAT, THAT WAS? 
SUEKE = PROBABLY JUST 
MOVIN’ AROUND ‘ SOME LITTLE 
IN TH” TRASH 


ANIMAL LOOKING 
FOR FOOD. 





wuos, No! 


“ Re =O CCn a 


ate Be 


RRR - re 
Be 


> 


EXCUSE 
ME... 
YOU’RE 
CRUSHING 
ME. 


\_} 
Cs ll 


2, oui 
CREE = Ce _ 


awe = _ wv 
i a 





GRANDMOTHER? 





GRANDMOTHER? 
DO NOT GO IN THE 
CANE: 


FEEL THE 
WARM PULL 


ZL yYOUMAY seek sue-ter ) J ff 
FROM THE COLD = Ok 








I WILL HELP YOU. 
GINE ME YOUR 


WE WILL GO 
TOGETHER. 
WE WILL BE 


SAFE. 
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WERE YOU HAVING I’M A LITTLE UM 
Saag ONE OF THOSE WER? DIZZY - - 
oh, THAN DREAMS? ‘CA WE HAVE A 
: LoODNESS / BO aed gent HARD WHY’? YOU WAKE LITTLE 
G O WAKE YOU UP! ME UP? PROBLEM ... 


YOU KNOW HOW WELL, I THINK 
TH’ RAT CREATURES THEY MIGHT’VE 
EVACUATED THE LEFT SOMEBODY 
VALLEY? BEHIND. 


GET THAT THING THOSE THINGS KILLED MY 
PARENTS // HOW COULD 
OUT OF HERE! YOU BRING ONE INTO 
: MY ROOM?// 


rr S HARMLESS’ 4 
HE’S EVEN 
FRIENDLY! 





GET \T OUT OF 


od 


HERE 
ORTWKILP IT! 











SORRY TO WAKE YOU, SIR, 
BUT IT’S LucIuS! HE’S BACK AN? 
HE’S APPROACHING TH’ GATE! 


SMILEY! GET DRESSED 
AN’ GO ROUND UP TH’ 
MILITIA! 





HURRY! ; HE SAID 
WHAT’D TH’ mS GET THESE 
HE’S ALMOST BOSS SAY? 4 LOGS OUTTA 
GATE? } HERE! 


Lucius’ 
YOU’RE BACK! 


AN’ YOU’RE 
SAFE! 


MOVE IT, WHERE YA BEEN, &\ WE HAD A 
Boys! LUCIUS? yOu SEARCH PARTY BACK NOW, 
GET THIS WERE GONE FOR OUT LOOKIN’ _ AND 
GATE TWO DAYS! ‘ y/ WE’RE 
CLEAR! “a Ay GLAD, 


‘C’MON IN! 
WE GOT 
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WHAT DO YA MEAN : NO, 2’M WHILE YOU WERE OUT 
you al JORvERS TO SORRY, LOOKIN’ FOR GRAN’MA BEN, WE WERE 
T ME IN? JONATHAN, BUSY PUTTIN’ UP THESE GATES! 


Z DIDN'T 
WE GOTTA GET cine HER, 


PERMISSION FROM 
TH’ BOSS BEFORE WE 
LET ANYONE PASS 
TH’ GATE! 


THANKS TO 
TH’ NEW BOSS, 
WE’RE FINALLY DOIN’ 
SOMETHIN’ 
TO PROTECT 
OURSELVES 
FROM DRAGONS! 


IS THAT RIGHT? 
AN? JUST EXACTLY 
WHO IS THIS NEW BOSS - - 
AS IF I DIPN’T KNOW? 


: C’MERE! 
MORNIN’, YOU GOT SURE, CUZ! IT’S BACK IN 
FONE BONE! A MINUTE? WHAT’S UP? THE STABLES! 


I NEED YOUR HELP 
WITH SOMETHING! 





\ICIUS f WHAT DO YOU THINK 
\ ’ OF OUR SECURITY FENCE? 
PRETTY GOOD FOR SUCH SHORT 


ne dg ae NOTICE, DON’T YOU THINK? 


JUST A PRECAUTION, FRIEND. I’M DOING THIS 
UNDERSTAND YOU CAN’T BE TOO CAREFUL AND THIS IS A OUT OF CONCERN, 
I NEEDED your \ THESE DAYS - - WE WANT TO] | DECISION YOU’VE THAT’S ALL. 
PERMISSION KEEP THE INSIDERS IN, AND MAPE IN YOUR THE WORLD IS A 
TO GET BACK THE OUTSIDERS OUT! CAPACITY AS VERY DANGEROUS 
INTO PLACE, AND WE WANT 
TO KEEP IT AT 
A DISTANCE! 


WELL, I DON’T LUCIUS, LUCIUS, LUCIUS! 
LIKE IT! AS A RESPONSIBLE MEMBER OF YOU 9O CARE 
LI WANT IT THIS TOWN, YOU SHOULD BE ABOUT THE SAFETY 
TORN DOWN! IN FAVOR OF ANY PROTECTIVE OF YOUR NEIGHBORS, 
MEASURES THAT WE HAVE DON’T YOU? 
IN PLACE! 





YOU'RE NOT 
[> FOOLIN’ ANYONE, 
PHONEY BONE! 
; YOU PLANNED THIS 
1 AREEES NEVER BEEN wie Genconceaver YE MES! 
WE CONT NEES YOU THING JUST TO PUT ? 
YOURSELF IN 
TO PROTECT US! ees 





IF YOU THINK 2’M ARE YOU DONE? NOW, WE’? LIKE TO OFFER YOU 


GONNA CHECK WITH YOU GOOD. BECAUSE I SOME SHELTER FOR THE NIGHT ... 
BUT UNFORTUNATELY WE’RE USING 


IN OR OUT, YOU’RE WOULDN’T WANT TO YOUR ROOM AT TH’ TAVERN 
COOPERATE WITH FOR OUR COMMAND CENTER. 
SOMETHING THAT 
GUARANTEES SO! WE 
TH’ SAFETY FIXED UP A 
OF YOUR LITTLE PLACE 


NEIGHBORS. FOR YOU TO 
S SLEEP IN 


THE 


N ey 





WITH TH’ BONE 
ON THIS! 
OVER MY BAR?! i WE WANT HIM TO 
= PROTECT 


WHY IM GONNA-- 










d 
SINCE WHEN PO YOU SINCE HE 
GUYS LISTEN TO ANYTHING 
PHONEY SAYS? 


IS THAT TH’ WAY 
ALL YOU BOYS FEEL? 


oY ory? 


EUCLID? 


NOW THAT THAT’S SETTLED, 
I THINK YOU’LL FIND THE 
ACCOMMODPATIONS IN TH’ KITCHEN 
TO BE SUITABLY SPARTAN... 


L’M SORRY, 
LUCIUS, BUT WE 


I’LL SLEEP 
IN TH’ BARN’ 





HURRY UP, FONE BONE! 

LI WANT TO SEE THIS BABY 
RAT CREATURE CUB 
YOU’RE 

HIDIN’’ 


IT tS A CUB’ 


HAVE YOU 
SHOWN THIS 
TO THORN? 


THAT’S TOO BAD. 
HE LOOKS KINDA 
SWEET! 


HE’S RIGHT HERE. 
HOLP ON, 
I’LL LIGHT A 
CANPLE... 


YEAH. 
SHE FLIPPED 
OUT. 


BIS TIME. 


SAY, LOOK 
AT THAT! HIS 
EARS AREN’T 
POINTED! 
THEY MUST 
CROP ‘EM 
WHEN THEY GET 
OLDER! 


HUH. 
YEAH, YOU 
MUST BE 





TRICKS? 
GEE, I DUNNO, 
SMILEY. 
HE’S NOT A 
PET, HE’S A 
RAT CREATURE! 


CAN HE DO 
ANY TRICKS? 


OKAY, LITTLE FELLA, 
ARE YA HUNGRY? 
HUH? ARE YA? 


HEY, HEY! 
SEE? I TOLD YA 
HE WAS SMART! 


UH, OH! 
SOMEBOPY’S 
COMIN’! 


L BET HE’S SMART! 
LET’S SEE IF 
L’VE GOT ANY 
FOOD ON ME... 


AH! 


HALF A CHEESE 
SANPWICH! 
PERFECT! 


HIDE TH’ CUB’ 
SOMEBODY’S 
COMIN’ 

IN TH’ 





SPEAK UP! 
WHO’S THERE? 
IT’S US, 
MR. DOWN? 
FONE BONE AN? 
SMILEY BONE! 


t ‘g 
FONE BONE! THORN IS SAFE - - WHEN PID YOU eee oh) are 
GnrHEts HSE? SHE’S SLEEPING SEE HER LAST? eae 


HAS ANYTHING Gees eee GRAN’MA WANTED ME TO 
HAPPENED TO THEM? ee FOLLOW HER! WHEN I 
; LEFT GRAN’MA BEN, SHE 
WAS STANDING OUT IN 
THE WOODS! 


BUT BEFORE YOU GOT YES. SHE WANTED ME 


<I WENT THIS FROM TO TELL YOU THAT THE 
SHE HANDED GRAN’MA BEN? RAT CREATURES HAVE 
ME THIS! EVACUATED TH’ VALLEY! 





MMMM, . « 
EVACUATED THE VALLEY... 
IT’S THE NIGHTS 


OF LIGHTNING 
ALL OVER AGAIN... 


THIS IS TH’ TREATY ZONE. 


DID ROSE TELL YOU 
ANYTHING ELSE? DID SHE 
SAY WHERE SHE WAS GOING? 


OH/ AND I’M 
SUPPOSED TO 
TELL YOU IT’S 
THE LORD OF 
THE LOCusT. DOES 
THAT MEAN 
THORN’S A 
PRINCESS? 


IT’S A VICIOUS ATTACK BY THE 


RAT CREATURES/! 


ROSE MUST 
THINK THE RAT 
CREATURES ARE 
GOING TO BREAK 
TH’ TREATY. 


BUT SHE 91D TELL US THE TRUTH ABOUT 
HER BEING THE QUEEN OF ATHEIA, 
AN’ THAT THORN IS THE HEIR TO 


THE THRONE! 


THAT’S ODD. THE LORD OF 
THE LOCUSTS WAS AN ANCIENT 
ENEMY OF THE PRAGONS! 

IL THOUGHT HE GOT TURNED 
INTO STONE OR SOMETHING 
BACK WHEN THE PRAGONS STILL 

RULED THE EARTH. 


GRAN’MA 
WAS 
PRETTY 
UPSET 
ABOUT 
IT -- 





WE TALKED ABOUT 
THORN’S PREAMS. 
AND... THORN CAN 
HEAR SOME KIN? OF HUM 
THAT THE REST OF 
US CAN’T HEAR... 


WHAT ELSE DID 
ROSE TELL YOU? 


THE DREAMING! 
THAT’S WHAT GRAN’MA 
KEPT CALLING IT. 

I GUESS 
THESE STICK-EATERS 
STUDY DREAMS. 


THE STICK-EATERS. 
THEY’RE A MILITARY 
ORDER THAT WENT 
UNDERGROUND WHEN 
THE KINGDOM FELL. 


DOL 
LOOK LIKE 
A HOLY MAN 


HEY! IS THORN A REAL 
PRINCESS WITH A CROWN 
A Cd 


N 
EVERYTHING? 


HOW DO Z 
KNOW, SMILEY? 
YEAH, WITH A CROWN 
AN’ EVERYTHING! 
TH’ WHOLE WORKS! 


WE HAD A FEW ROUGH 
DAYS, YEAH. 


ROSE 
TOLD 
YOU QUITE 
A BIT, 
DION’T 
SHE? 


OH! SHE ALSO TOLD US 
ABOUT THE DISCIPLES OF 
VENU - - THESE MONKS WHO 
STUDY DREAMS ANP WEAR 
THEIR HOOPS PULLED DOWN 
OVER THEIR FACES! 


STICK-EATERS BELIEVE THAT 
OUR PREAMS CONNECT US ALL 
BACK TO SOME 
ORIGINAL 
SOURCE. 


ARE yOu 
A DISCIPLE OF 
VENU? 


WHAT HAPPENED THE OTHER 
NIGHT, BONE? 

WE HEARD YOU YELLIN’ ABOUT 
A DRAGON, BUT BY THE TIME 
WE GOT THERE, ALL WE FOUND 
WAS BLOOD SPATTERED 
ON THE GROUND. 





I WAS CALLING OUT TO 
TH’ DRAGON FOR HELP, BECAUSE 
WE WERE BEING ATTACKED BY A 
GIANT RAT CREATURE CALLED 
KINGDOK/ 


SHE CUT OFF 
KING@DOK’S ARM 
WITH GRAN’MA’S 

SWwOrpD! 


I MEAN, WHO’2 HAVE THOUGHT 
THAT OUR LITTLE THORN - - 
LIVING IN A COTTAGE WITH HER 
GRANDMOTHER OUT IN THE MIDDLE 
OF AN OLD, DARK FOREST - - WOULD 
TURN OUT TO BE 
A PRINCESS?/ 


I THINK 
KINGDOK HAD 
IT OUT FOR 
G@RAN’MA BEN, 
BUT THORN 
WAS ABLE 
TO 
RESCUE HER... 


I KNOW THAT 
MONSTER. 


SHE CUT HIS ARM OFF? 
WITH GRAN’MA’S SWORD?! 
== WOOF = 
WELL, THE CAT’S REALLY OUT 
OF TH’ BAG NOW. 


WE BETTER GO FIND x dust 


CAN’T GET 
OVER IT’ 
A PRINCESS’ 


UNBELIEVABLE! 


SHE’LL 
LET ME WEAR 
THE CROWN? 

LI BET I'D 
LOOK COOL 
WITH A 





YEAH? 
WHAT’S THAT? 


Y’KNOW ... 
LUCIUS WAS RIGHT 
ABOUT ONE 

THING... 


THERE’S 
NEVER 
BEEN A 
DRAGON 
IN THIS 
TOWN. 


JUST GOT ME 
THINKIN’, THAT’S 
ALL. 





SO WHAT IF THERE’S NEVER 
BEEN A DRAGON IN THIS TOWN? 

LI LIKE THE FENCE ‘CAUSE IT MAKES 
SURE THERE AIN’T NEVER 
GONNA BE NO PRAGONS 

IN THIS TOWN? 


WHY SHOULD WE BE AFRAID? 
TO GO OUT AT NIGHT? 
ARE WE GONNA LET THOSE 

DRAGONS RULE OU 


WHAT’RE YOU 
GETTIN’ AT, 
WENDELL? 


THE MID- 
SUMMER’S DAY 
PICNIC IS 
COMIN’ UP, 
AN’ WE’RE 
TRAPPED IN 
HERE! 


LET’S MAKE HIM GO OUT THERE 
AND GET RID OF THOSE DRAGONS! 


I LIKE THE FENCE, TOO, BUT 
DOES IT SEEM RIGHT TO YOU 
THAT WHILE WE’RE HIDIN’ IN HERE, 
THOSE DRAGONS ARE OUT 
THERE WALKIN’ 
AROUND 


WELL, WE 
HIRED A 
DRAGONSLAYER, 
DION’T WE? 


BLOODY DRAGONS’ 
BUT AS LONG AS 
THEY’RE OUT THERE, 
WHAT CAN WE 
00? 


.-- FOR OUR WIVES 
AND KIDS... 
IT’S TIME FOR THE 
PDRAGONSLAYER TO 
START EARNING 
HIS KEEP. 


WE’RE AGREED. 


FOR OUR 
FAMILIES ... 





THORN? 
ARE YOU AWAKE? 
IT’S LUCIUS. 


— YOU HAVE 
ALL RIGHT. NL YOUR GRANDMOTHER’S 
DISTURB MR. DOWN: SWORD, I SEE. 
YOU THIS COME 
LATE - - ; 


AND YOU’RE 
WEARING IT 
IN BED. 





. 
uw 
< 
YW 
My 
& 
3 
0) 
x 


YOU’RE SAFE. 





222 TONIGHT... 
+... WE BEGIN ANEW .... 





.-.FAR TOO LONG HAVE WE BEEN 
FORCED TO LIVE ON THE BARREN SLOPES 
OF THE HIGH PLACES... 


MEN OF PAWA, WHO COME FROM 
THE STURDY HILLS OF THE SOUTH.... 
NO LONGER WILL YOUR FAMILIES TOIL IN 
THE DUST AND ROCKS OF YOUR FARAWAY LAN? ... 


FOR THE LORD OF OUR DREAMS AND THE KING 
HAIRY MEN OF THE MOUNTAIN TRIBES/ OF ALL MISTS SPEAKS TO YOU THROUGH ME... 
YOUR WEARY YEARS OF OPPRESSION AND DELIVERS US THESE LAWS ... 
AN? HUMILIATION ARE NEAR THEIR END... : 


LAWS WHICH ARE PROCLAIMED LAW THE FIRST: 
FOR ALL TO HEAR ALL THE VALLEYS AND ALL THE LANDS BETWEEN 
-- SO SPEAKS THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS - - THE MOUNTAINS OF THE RISING SUN, 
AND THE MOUNTAINS OF THE SETTING SUN, 
BELONG NOW AND FOREVER TO THE PEOPLE 
OF THE HOLY HOUSE OF MISTS. 
- - SO SAYETH THE LORP OF THE LOCUSTS - - 
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SO SAYETH 
THE LORD 
OF 


THE LOCUSTS! 


SAYETH 


THE LORD OF y 


THE 
LOCUSTS! , 


THE LORD 
OF 
THE LOCUSTS! A 


LAW THE SECOND: 
ALL THOSE WHO LIVE IN THE VALLEY WITHOUT 
THE PERMISSION OF THE HOLY HOUSE OF MISTS, PO SO 
NOT WITH THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF THE PEOPLE, 
BUT AS TRESPASSERS AN? BURDENS ON 
THE HOUSE OF MISTS. 
- - SO SAYETH THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS - - 


FOR THE LORD OF OUR BREAMS AND THE KING 
OF ALL MISTS SPEAKS THROUGH ME UNTO YOU... 
AND DELIVERS US THESE LAWS... 


SO SAYETH 
THE LORD 


OF 
THE LOCUSTS! 


THIS DAY 
PORTH = - 











bY Serr SMITH 





E CAN PUT MORE TENTS 


Ww 
ALONG THE EAST WAbb, MR. BONE. 
WITH ANY LUCK, THAT SHOULD 


THE VILLAGE. 





COULD BE 
TODAY, 
TOMORROW 
AT TH’ 
LATEST. 


EUCLID’S GOT 
SOME OF TH’ 

») BOYS HELPIN’ 
HIM MOVE THE 
FORGE THIS 
AFTERNOON. 


VERY GOOD, 
WENDELL! 
LOOKS LIKE 
EVERYBODY'S 
UNDER MY, 
CONTROL - =) 


I MEAN, 

IT LOOKS LIKE 
YOU HAVE 
EVERY THING 
UNDER 
CONTROL! 


SPEAKING OF 
MEALS, WENDELL, 
I NOTICED THAT MY 
OMELET THIS MORNING 
WAS A LITTLE SMALLER 
THAN USUAL. AND AT 
LUNCH, THE SERVING 
OF HAM WAS 
A BIT STINGY... 


y YOUR COUSIN 
MISSED A MEAL? 
L THAT IS STRANGE! 


ACTUALLY, SIR, 
THE BOYS WANTED 
ME TO TALK TO 
you ABOUT 

THAT. THE BOYS 
ARE WORRIED 
ABOUT MY 
HEALTH? 


WHAT ABOUT THE 
BLACKSMITH? 

IF WE’RE GONNA DEFEND 
THIS TOWN AGAINST 
DRAGONS, WE NEED TO 
START BEATING THOSE 
PLOWSHARES INTO ¢ 
SWORDS, YOU KNOW’ J) 


SAY, WENDELL, 
HAVE YOU SEEN 
SMILEY BONE? 4 
HE TOOK OFF 
AFTER BREAKFAST, 
AN’ HE NEVER 
SHOWED UP FOR 


THE VILLAGERS AREN’T 


HOLDIN’ OUT ON ME, ARE THEY? 
A DRAGONSLAYER HAS TO 


s 


NO, SIR. 
NOT EXACTLY, 


KEEP UP HIS STRENGTH’ 
I COULD BE CALLED 
UPON TO FIGHT A 


DRAGON AT ANY MOMENT! 
| | 3 4 
Brae ] ) 
ye 


= 
I SHOULD WARN 
YOU, WENDELL, 
THAT MOOD CAN 
EFFECT A 
DRAGONSLAYER’S 
READINESS, 
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IT’S JUST THAT . 
TH’ BOYS THOUGHT Vy SO THAT'S 
THAT ALOT OF TIME \ GoNNM BE. HUH? 
AN’ EFFORT COULD BE | OOOO oud 

SAVED IF YOU ley 
P” ACTUALLY WENT racy 
OUT AND SLAYED < 

A DRAGON! 


NO, IT’S JUST THAT 
WE’VE BEEN FEEDIN’ YOU 
AN’ YOUR COUSINS FOR 
OVER A WEEK, AN’ YOU 

HAVEN’T GONE OUT 

TO KILL DRAGONS 
EVEN ONCE! 


DON’T GET CHEAP 
ON ME, WENDELL/ 
IF YOU CAN’T 
AFFOR?P TO HAVE 
A PRAGONSLAYER 
AROUND, 
JUST SAY SO, 
BUT DON’T GO 
HOLDIN’ OUT ON 
ME! 


Soe, 


ee. . 
Crp WEES 


WE’RE NOT HOLDIN’ OUT FOR 
ON YOU! WE PAID YOU TO SHAME/ 
BE A PRAGONSLAYER, YOU THINK £ 
AN’ WE WANT YOU TO DON’T KNOW 
m SLAY A DRAGON? YER 
Sw, HOLDIN’ OuT 
ON ME? 
YOU THINK £ 
DON’T KNOW 
ABOUT THE 
MIPSUMMER’S 
DAY PICNIC? 


B-BUT THE PICNIC IS 
A TRADITION! IT 
MEANS SO 
MUCH TO THE 
CHILDREN! 


NOW, YOU AN’ THE BOYS 
GATHER UP ALL THESE GOODIES 
YOU BEEN HIDIN’ FROM ME, 
AN? BRING “EM TO TH’ 
CENTER OF TH’ COMPOUND 
AT DUSK... 


OF COURSE 
I DO! I KNOW THAT 
YOU AND THE VILLAGERS 
ARE HOARDING 
YOUR BEST 
GOODS AN’ 
LIVESTOCK FOR IT! 
IS THAT ANY 
WAY TO TREAT 
YOUR 
PROTECTOR?! 


= GASP!= 

you KNOW 

ABOUT TH’ 
PICNIC?/ 


OF EMERGENCY, MISTER? 
WE DON’T HAVE TIME FOR 
FRIVOLOUS CELEBRATIONS! 


«+ AND? BRING 
TH’ VILLAGERS’ 
IT’S TIME YOU ALL LEARNED 
ABOUT MY PLANS FOR 
MIDSUMMER’S DAY! 
ener, 4 (2 yyy Ai 


sr mmagapn ena te 


| i: f 


1) YMA 


VA 





ene, ee 
A LOUSY INGRATE JUST PLAN IS READY. 


, 8 , 
et ie ee ey Cee WONDER BUT THERE ARE 
pee on WHERE) STILL A FEW 
pene cL we nel SMILEY THINGS THAT NEED TO 
sbebinls BONE |S? | BE TAKEN CARE OF. 
HE’S NEVER 
AROUND WHEN £ 
WANT 
HIM 


OH, WELL, GUESS AN WHAT PO yOu TAX 
ISING, YOUNG WANT? y 
DRAGONSLAYER’S WORK acct ls 
IS NEVER DONE! GOOD THIS TOWN 
AFTERNOON, AIN’T FREE 


YA KNOW! 
EVERYBODY’S 
GOTTA 
CHIP IN’ 


HEY, WE GOT A THEY’RE DISPLACED 
DOZEN DISPLACED BECAUSE YOu 
FAMILIES LIVING IN DISPLACED THEM. 

TH’ COMPOUND! 

WE GOTTA FEED. 

‘EM 
SOMEHOW! 


YA POWN FOR 
TODAY? 
THREE 
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I DON’T HAVE ~ YOU DON’T IF YOU’RE DESPERATE, 
ANY MORE CHICKENS. HAVE ANY L GOT A BARREL OF 
yOu AN’ YOUR SHADY CHICKENS LEFT? TAR OUT BACK - - 

FRIENDS ALREADY ARE YOU WE COULD ROUND UP 

TOOK “EM ALL. A SOME FEATHERS ... 


..- MAYBE WE 
COULD FIX SOMETHING 

uP --? I’LL JUST 
PUT YOU 

DOWN 

FOR 

Six 
CHICKENS 

TOMORROW. 


RRRRR! }) 


oo 


ae a a = — 
i ar 


in wee 
ine 


















































FONE BONE? 

IS THAT YOU? 

IT’S ME-- 
SMILEY! 





SMILEY BONE? LI’VE DON’T WORRY, 
WHAT ARE YOu BEEN HERE IT WON’T GO TO 
DOING HERE? ALL DAY 


SMUGGLIN’ IN 





LISTEN, SMILEY, 
THIS CUB CAN’T 
STAY HERE. 

WE HAVE TO MOVE 
HIM! 


TEEZ, SMILEY! IT’S FOR 
HIS SAFETY! 
JUST THINK WHAT WOULD SO WHAT 
HAPPEN IF bucius ARE WE 
FOUND OUT WE WERE GONNA 
KEEPING A RAT CREATURE po? 
IN HIS BARN/ 


THAT’S NOT 
EXACTLY 
WHAT ZI HAP IN MIND; 
I FIGURED IT 
WOULD BE 
GOOD ENOUGH IF 
WE COULD JUST 
GET HIM OUT OF THE 
COMPOUND? 


BECAUSE HE’S IN 
DANGER HERE. THORN 
THREATENED TO KILL HIM 
ONCE ALREADY? 


HE NEEDS TO GO 
BACK TO THE 
EASTERN MOUNTAINS 
TO BE WITH OTHER 
RAT CREATURES. 


YOU HIDE 
TH’ CUB - - 
L’LL HIDE 
TH’ FOOD! 


BUT L 
LIKE HIM! 
HE AN’ £ 

ARE 


WE COULD TAKE 
HIM BACK TO 
TH’ MOUNTAINS 
OURSELVES! 





IL ALSO 
KNOW THIS 


KEEPING 
THAT 
RAT CUB. 


IN FACT, L’VE COME 
TO APOLOGIZE 
FOR MY BEHAVIOR 
LATELY. 

MAY I SIT DOWN? 


DON’T WORRY. 
I WON’T 
HURT IT. 


IL KNOW YOU’RE 
IN HERE... 


UM... YEAH, 
I’M IN HERE, 
THORN... 


OH, SURE. 
PULL UP 
SOME HAY. 





THANK YOU. 
THORN, THE DREAMS ARE 


I DON’T REALLY you GETTING WORSE. 


DON’T 
SN BEGIN ss HAVE TO - - 


YES. THEY’RE SO I CAN’T TELL. THORN, THIS IS 
BAD THAT I’M AFRAID I’M SO TIRED THAT SERIOUS? 
TO GO TO SLEEP. EVEN WHEN I’M WE GOTTA 
AWAKE IT DO SOMETHIN’ 
ARE you FEELS LIKE A 
OKAY? DREAM. 


WHAT’S HAPPENING, FONE 
BONE? HOME? 
WHY IS EVERYTHING CHANGING?/ z WHAT ARE 
WHY CAN’T WE GO you 


BACK TO THE WAY IT WAS TALKIN’ 
BEFORE? ABOUT? 





I’M GOING THE FARMHOUSE? 
BACK TO THE THAT WON’T HELP 
FARMHOUSE. ANYTHING,’ 

DON’T YOU REMEMBER? 
@RAN’MA BEN SAID 
IT WASN’T SAFE 
THERE ANYMORE! 


2 «. WHY DON’T YOU STAY 
HERE WITH ME AN’ SMILEY? 
YOU COULD HEbP US’ 


YOU’RE 
TIRED! 
YOU’RE NOT 
MAKING 
A RATIONAL 
DECISION! 


WE’RE GONNA SNEAK TH’ 
CUB OUT OF TH’ COMPOUND 
TONIGHT, AN’ SET HIM FREE! 


THINK 
ABOUT IT. .- 
JUST PROMISE ME 
YOU'LL THINK ABOUT 
IT BEFORE YOU 
LEAVE... 





I’M SORRY, BUT BUT THE FARMHOUSE 
L’VE MADE UP IS IN TH’ WRONG 
MY MIND. I’M DIRECTION! 
GOING BACK. GRAN’MA SAID 
YOU NEEDED TO 

GO SOUTH! 

TO ATHEIA! 


WELL, IF YOU 
THINK YOU’RE GOING 
TO SEE HER AGAIN, 
GIVE THIS BACK 


WHY SHOULD WE 
CARE WHAT SHE 
SAYS? SHE 
ABANDONED US’ 


I DON’T 
WANT IT! 


yy Mewar dae 


DON’T 
SAY 
THAT, 
THORN. 
WE DON’T 
KNOW 
WHAT 
HAPPENED. 


att | 





I DON’T LIKE 
TH’ LOOKS OF 
, 


FONE BONE! 


WAIT FOR 
ME’ 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE TH’ 
VILLAGERS 


RE 
GATHERING 
IN THE 


WHERE’D 
SHE GO? 


mem 


EY! CHECK IT OUT! 
T’S GOIN’ ON WITH AL 
THE PEOPLE? 


SHE’S 
GOING BACK 
INTO THE 
TAVERN? 





Y WHAT’S ALL YOUR | PHONEY BONE? 
TH’ EXCITEMENT PARTNER WHAT’S HE 
ABOUT. uP TO? 4 


BIG GUY? 
"yp - MAKE A 
4 ean 
7 


WISH WE 
COULD HAVE GATHERED 
UNPER HAPPIER 
CIRCUMSTANCES... 








BUT IT HAS COME TO MY ATTENTION 
THAT THE TREMENDOUS PILE OF 
WEALTH THAT I’M STANDING ON 

WAS SECRETLY STOCKPILED AWAY 

FOR THE 

MIDSUMMER’S DAY 

PICNIC! 





I’M VERY 
DISAPPOINTED. 











NOT ONLY WERE YOU HIDING ALL THIS THIS IS THE 
IT FROM ME... HOARDING! SORT OF THING 
WHICH IS BAP ENOUGH... ALL THIS THAT ATTRACTS 


BUT LOOK WHAT YOU’VE DONE PECEIT? DRAGONS AND OTHER 
TO YOURSELVES! HOUSEHOLD PESTS 


IN THE FIRST PLACE! 


EVERY SINGLE THING OF VALUE THAT 
YOU OWN, AND BRING IT HERE 
IMMEDIATELY! 


PEOPLE! PEOPLE! DON’T YOU WE MUST ROOT OUT THIS 
SEE?’ YOU BROUGHT MORAL DECAY IN OUR MIDST BEFORE 
THIS PLAGUE OF DRAGONS ON IT’S TOO LATE! 
YOURSELVES WITH GO TO YOUR HOMES AND GET 


ILLICIT BEHAVIOR! 








--- ONLY THEN CAN 
THE HEALING PROCESS BEGIN... 


THAT’S IT, 
STEP ASIDE! 


Ve 
THIS VILLAGE 
HAS A PROBLEM 


WITH ITS 
MORAL 
FIBER! 


I AM THIS VILLAGE’S 


a 
ONS YOU’RE 
your be ‘i GOING SWORN DRAGONSLAYER! 
MORALS COWARDLY TOO EVERYTHING IO, 
ARE AND GREEDY FAR IPOTO 
STARTIN’ SPECIES! THIS PROTECT 
TO GET THEY LOVE TIME, THE PEOPLE 
IN MY PEOPLE WHO PHONEY 
FACE! HOARD 
THINGS! 


WHAT PO YOU CARE, ANYWAY? 
ACCORDING TO YOU, PRAGONS 
DON’T EVEN EXIST! 


PROTECT US? HOW?! 
WITH THAT LITTLE FENCE YOU 
MADE OUT OF TWIGS?! 
THAT FENCE WOULDN’T STOP A 
RAT CREATURE, LET ALONE 
A DRAGON!! THEY EXIST, 
ALL RIGHT, 
AN’ YOU DON’T 
KNOW ANYTHING 
ABOurT ‘EM? 





$0! you FINALLY ADMIT 
THAT PRAGONS BO EXIST! 
YOU APMIT THAT IT’S ME 
WHO’S TELLING THE 
> TRUTH! 


L DON’T 
HAVE TO - - 


IT’S NOT 
LIKE THAT - - 


WHAT’S 
THE 
MATTER, 
LUCIUS? 
CAT GOT 
YER 
TONGUE? 


YES, PRAGONS EXIST! 
AN? THEY’RE ALL AROUND US! 
- - BUT THEY’RE NOT 
LIKE YOU SAY THEY ARE’ 
TH’ DRAGONS ARE GOOD! 


YOU’RE MIXIN’ 
EVERYBODY UP! 


iF THEY’RE 
SO GOOD, 
WHY PO YOU 
HAVE TO 
big ABOUT 
THEM? 


JUST TELL ME ONE THING, 
LUCIUS - - JUST ONE THING - - 
IF YOU KNEW DRAGONS WERE 
REAL ALL ALONG, WHY DID YOU TELL 
EVERYONE THEY WERE 
MAKE-BELIEVE? 


OR 
MAYBE THE REAL 
QUESTION IS: 
DOES A 
DRAGON HAVE 
YOUR 
TONGUE? 





AS ...IF WE 
CAN MAKE 
AN EXAMPLE OF 
ONE DRAGON, 
WE CAN SCARE 
OFF THE 


LI WAS SAYING, 
DRAGONS 
ARE A 
COWARDLY 

SPECIES ... 


I WILL LEAD 
THIS WAGON TRAIN 
OuT OF THE VALLEY 
AND OVER THE 
MOUNTAINS TO 
THE PASS 
CALLED THE 
DRAGON’S STAIR’ 


BUILD AN ALTER, 
AND USE 
THIS TREASURE 
AS BAIT? 


THIS EMERGENCY 
MEETING OF THE 
PRAGONSLAYER 


HIGH COUNCIL... 










7 TOMORROW |S MIDSUMMER’S EVE! 

I WANT ALL THIS BOOTY - - ALONG WITH 
ALL TH’ LOOT UP IN MY ROOMS - - 
LOADED ONTO WAGONS? 


AND WOE TO THE HAPLESS 
PRAGON WHO STUMBLES INTO 
MY TRAP, BECAUSE 
PRAGON-KABOBS 
BEGIN AT SUNRISE! 


--- IS ADTOURNED. 





MR. DOWN? WHY DIP YOU 
TELL PEOPLE THAT DRAGONS THAT DRAGONS DON’T EXIST - - 
ARE MAKE-BELIEVE? A IT’S THE ONLY WAY WE CAN DISCOVER 
’ THEM FOR OURSELVES. 


UNFORTUNATELY, 
NOT EVERYONE 


SMILEY! 

THORN WON’T COME OUT 
OF HER ROOM! SHE 
WON’T 
EVEN 
TALK TO ME’ 


SITUATION 
NORMAL, CAP'N! 
SPIRALING 
Out OF CONTROL! 





KIN@DOK, I HAVE A 
SPECIAL MISSION 
FOR YOU... 


TAKE A PARTY OF YOUR 
BEST WARRIORS ... FIND 
THE PRINCESS AN? THE THREE 
BONES! BRING THEM 


DESTROY YOUR 
ENEMIZS/ 


em 


RRA Ys 


. 1. MASTER 7... WOULP NOT THE WAR 
BE BETTER SERVED IF I WERE TO 
ADVANCE IMMEPIATELY TO 
CONFRONT THE GREAT REP PRAGON? 


WILL DO 
AS 
YOU ARE 
TOLD... 





BUT THE BONES ARE SIMPLE FOOLS, WHY DO YOU QUESTION YOUR ORDERS?.... 
ANP THE PRINCESS IS JUST A CHILD’ THAT CHILD AND HER FOOLS CUT OFF YOUR ARM/ 
THAT SHOULD BE REASON 
ENOUGH FOR yOu 


SURELY, YOU PO NOT NEEP MYSELF 
OR MY BEST WARRIORS 
FOR SUCH A 
MISSION’ 


REVENGE |S DO THEY POSE KINGDOK, MY WORTHY COMMANDER ... 
TAKING LAN? AWAY FROM OUR ENEMIES IS 
NOT ALL THAT THIS WAR IS 


NEVER FAR FROM A SERIOUS 
MY THOUGHTS, O LORP, THREAT TO OUR 
BUT THE WAR CONQUEST 


COMES FIRST... Jw OF THE VALLEY? 


IT tS MUCH MORE 
THAN THAT .... 
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FONE BONE, 
I’VE GOT THE 
CUB WITH ME... 
WE’RE READY 
TO GO. 


OKAY, SMILEY, 
OKAY! ZT JUST WANT 
TO GINE THORN 
A FEW MORE 
MINUTES. SHE MIGHT 
SHOW UP. 


L DON’T 
THINK SHE’S 
COMING. 


= THINK 
SHE’S GOIN’ 
BACK TO HER 
GRAN’MA’S 
HOUSE. 


LI THOUGHT SHE MIGHT 
CHANGE HER MIND. SHE’S BEEN SO 
DEPRESSED LATELY, I WAS HOPING 

THIS MIGHT SNAP HER OUT OF IT... 
GET HER MOVING AGAIN, 
INSTEAD OF SITTIN’ 
AROUND IN THAT ROOM. 


SHE KNOWS WE’VE 
BEEN HIDIN’ OUT IN 
THE BARN’ I TOLD HER 
WE WERE GOING TO 
SNEAK THE RAT 
CREATURE CUB OUT 
OF THE COMPOUND 
TONIGHT! 


PID YOU TELL 
HER WHERE 
WE ARE? 


YOU’RE PROBABLY 
RIGHT. 


BUT WE CAN’T WAIT 
FOREVER’ 
IF EVERYTHING’S CLEAR 
ON YOUR SIDE, WE BETTER 
GET STARTED! 





EY. f SMILEY! HOLP IT! 
\ : WE DON’T WANT TO 
" GO TOO FAR’ 


OKAY, SMILEY! 
THIS IS FAR ENOUGH! 





HEY? STOP! \ SN\VEY ! 
y # WE ARE NOT GOING TO 


LET THE CUB GO ON , : TAKE THAT CUB ALL THE WAY 
HIS OWN? : BACK TO THE MOUNTAINS! 
pee a I MEAN IT’ COME BACK HERE! 


HE’LL BE SAFE NOW - - JI 





Is 
SOMEBODY 
GETTIN’ THAT 
WAGON TRAIN 
TOGETHER? 
WE’RE GONNA 
NEED THOSE COWS 
FIRST THING 
IN THE 
MORNING 


VERY GOOD. 
SAY, TONATHAN, 
YOU HAVEN’T SEEN 
MY COUSINS 
AROUND ANYWHERE, 

HAVE YOU? 


WHERE TH’ HECK ARE 
FONE BONE AN? SMILEY BONE? 
DON’T THEY KNOW I’M ABOUT TO 
PULL OFF THE GREATEST SCAM 
OF MY CAREER ANP GET US BACK 
TO BONEVILLE AT THE 
SAME TIME?// 


DON’T 
WORRY, 
MR. BONE, 
WE'LL 
BE READY. 


NO, SIR, NOT 
FOR A COUPLE 
OF DAYS! 


I DON’T THINK WE’LL 


HAVE ANY MORE TROUBLE 


WITH Lucius, BUT 
POST A COUPLE 
OF GUARDS ON THAT 
PILE OF TREASURE 
JUST TO BE SURE. 


GOOD, BECAUSE THE 
SOONER THAT TREASURE 
IS LOADED UP ON THE 
COWS, THE SOONER 
WE HEAD OFF TO DO 
MIGHTY BATTLE 

WITH THAT 
MARAUDING DRAGON! 
AND THAT’S WHAT 
YOU WANT, RIGHT? 


WELL, SEE IF YOU 
CAN FIND THEM! 
IT’S IMPORTANT 
THEY GO WITH US 
TOMORROW! 


YES, SIR/ 
BOY, THIS IS 
EXCITING’ 
I CAN’T WAIT 
TO GO OFF AN’ SLAY 
THE DRAGON 
TOMORROW! 


OH, YES, SIR! THE 
SOONER WE FIX 
THAT DRAGON, THE 
SOONER WE CAN GET 
OURSELVES BACK 
ON THE PATH OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS! 


YOU CAN COUNT 
ON ME, SIR! 





’ WHO? 
mS OH, YEAH. 


IT’S ME, 
TED! WHAT BO YOU WANT? MAKE 
; IT QUICK - - I’M A BUSY MAN. 


L HEARD THIS IS NO TIME FOR 
YOU WHOA! WHOA! GAMES, BUG! I GOT A 
WAS LAM! PROBLEM? 

LOOKIN’ you KNOW I’M LEAVING FOR BONEVILLE 

FOR WHERE THEY TOMORROW, AND I 
youR ARE? ° GOTTA FIND MY 


COUSINS! COUSINS! 


BONEVILLE? 
I HEARD YOU WAS SEO: BEN er OH, FOR - - 


GOIN’ OUT TO i : 
SLAY THE DRAGON! eee ee LISTEN, YOU’RE 


JUST TELL ME WHERE PLANNIN’ A FRIEND OF 


FONE BONE’S 
! N , 
MY COUSINS ARE a Lionel: 
I DON’T THINK TH 
FONE BONE WOULD PRAGON ~~ 
BE TOO HAPPY ABOUT 
YOU SLAYIN’ HIS 
BEST FRIEND! 
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WHAT’RE I’M JUST TRYIN’ TO GET 










WHAT IF L£ TOLD YOU 






, you THE TOWNSFOLK TO ESCORT 
TE eee BE TALKIN’ ME OUT OF THE VALLEY WITH 
: ABOUT? A WAGON TRAIN FULL OF 






WOULD YOU TELL ME WHERE 
FONE BONE |S THEN? 






TREASURE! 
NO ONE’S GONNA GET 
HURT! TRUST ME! 


EXACTLY! HOW You THAT’S THE BEST PART! 
THE TOWNSFOLK GONNA EVERYBODY KNOWS DRAGONS 
THINK WE’RE GOIN’ INTO THE GINE ’EM LOVE TREASURE, RIGHT? 
MOUNTAINS TOMORROW TO TH’ SLIP? WELL, THESE YOKELS THINK WE 
CATCH A DRAGON, BUT AIN’T THEY NEED THE TREASURE FOR 
REALLY, MY COUSINS AND I GONNA BAIT- - 
ARE GONNA GIVE ’EM TH’ SLIP NOTICE SO WHEN WE GO TO 
AND RETURN TO you SET THE TRAP, WE CAN 
BONEVILLE IN TRIUMPH? GOT TH’ JUST SLIP OFF INTO 
TREASURE? TH’ DARKNESS! 


NO/ THAT’S THE PROBLEM! 
FONE BONE HE DOESN’T KNOW 
KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT IT! 
ABOUT IF LT CANT 
THIS FIN? FONE BONE 
LITTLE AND SMILEY TONIGHT, 
SCHEME? THEY’LL NEVER GET 
BACK TO BONEVILLE! 


WELL... I SEEN 
EM HANGIN’ ; 
AROUN’ THE BARN THANKS, BUG. 
A LOT LATELY. 
MAYBE YOU SHOULD 
LOOK THERE. NOW, REMEMBER! 


CHANCE TO GET 
HOME, 





yOU’S A THIEF AN’ A CROOK, 
PHONCIBLE P. BONE, 
AN’ ONE DAY IT’S GONNA 
CATCH UP TO YA! 


FONE BONE? 
YOU IN HERE? 


FONE BONE? 
IS THAT YOU? 





‘lal / C’MON, Quit 
§ WHO’S THERE? FOOLIN’ AROUND! 


NH! THERE’S NOBODY 
IN HERE’ THAT STUPID 
BUG IS OUTTA HIS MIND! 





eS 


J ae 
ae 
= =e = 
a GG. —< 





= A - | 
en TRE, 


WHoosn! wHoosu ! WHooSH | 
WHOOSH ! WHOOSH / WHOOSH ! 




















‘Rese 


wey 


ONAN. ret iWin't | , B 





DRAGON’ 


YOU ARE AM LI DREAMING? 


RUNNING | —NS 
AWAY. Rr 
ant HLL 


Py OT A (yi AA gh 


YOU HAVE 
TO ASK? 


WHAT DO YOU SEE \ \ IT IS TOO BRIGHT. 
OVER THERE... I CANNOT SEE ANYTHING. 


WAIT ...2 
eee SEE A THRONE. 





ARE YOU 
THE 
QUEEN? 


WHAT ELSE 
Ou 


YOU CANNOT 
MAKE THE 
DIFFICULTIES OF 
THE WORLD 
GO AWAY. 


Sy tuer-- tHey 
1 Kier MY 
PARENTS! 


GRAN’MA? 
IS THAT 
GRAN’MA BEN? 
" THERE IS 





FONE BONE! 


FONE BONE? 


AN? THERE IS 
Lucius’ 
ARE THEY IN 
TROUBLE? 


ANSWER ME, 
RED DRAGON! 
ARE THEY 


YOU ARE 

PLAYING I WANT TO 
WITH i= WAKE UP. 
ME. { 


I CANNOT 
STAY HERE. 
I HAVE TO 
GO BACK. 





NO. 
VERY WELL. I WILL GO 
IF IT IS YOUR DESIRE, \ G\BACK TO MY 
LI WILL TAKE YOU HOME FRIENDS. 
TO THE FARMHOUSE. 


I NO LONGER 
WISH TO GIVE UP. 


IT 
SEEMS TO ME 
THAT YOU ARE 

ALREADY 
AWAKE! 











FONE BONE AND 
SMILEY BONE DIDN’T 
COME BACK 
LAST NIGHT! 
THEIR BEDS 
WEREN’T EVEN 
SLEPT IN’ 
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THEY MUST’VE 
LEFT TOWN, THEN’ 
NOBOPY’S SEEN ‘EM 
ANY WHERE! 


I SHOULDA 
KNOWN THEY’D 
ABANDON ME IN 

MY MOMENT OF 
TRUTH! 


PEOPLE OF BARRELHAVEN! 
WE ARE ABOUT TO GO 
FORTH AND FACE THE 
DRAGON! 


SO LET ME ASK 
YOU ONCE AND FOR ALL/ 


DO YOU WANT TO STAY 
HERE, COWERING IN 


FEAR?// 


TIME’S UP, 


IF YOU WANT 
TO 


BOSS... STICK TO 


MOUNTAINS 
BEFORE DARK, 
WE GOTTA 


ALL RIGHT, 
ALL RIGHT. 


BUT I FEAR THAT THERE MAY 
BE THOSE AMONG 
yOU WHO 
FEEL THAT THIS 
Is A FOOL’S 
ERRAND... THINK 
IT IS NOT 
NECESSARY 
TO MAKE 
SACRIFICES! 


OR WILL yOu FOLLOW ME 
SO THAT WE 
MAY CAST OUT THE PRAGONS 
AN? RETURN TO THE PATH OF 


RIGHTEOUSNESS ?7// 





THE PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN! LI ALREADY SOLD MORE BEER 
IN CASE YOU DIDN’T CATCH THAN YOU, AND 
THAT, LUCIUS, OLD PAL, ACCORDING TO OUR AGREEMENT, 
THEY PICKED ME/ IF THE TOWNSFOLK LIKE THE 
WAY Z RUN THINGS, THEN ALL DEBTS ARE 


CANCELED! 
UNLESS, OF COURSE, 
YOU HAVE 
ANY 
OBJECTIONS? 

: a ie " G3 

. wa: 
as Ly 
= 


ALL RIGHT, 
PEOPLE, 


MOVE 
OuT/ 





Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 














Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


UM - - IT’S JUST 
THAT ... MAYBE 
IT WOULD BE BETTER 
IF WE SET UP 
A LITTLE FARTHER 
DOWN TH’ 
MOUNTAIN ... 


UH, 
WELL... 


IT SEEMS WE’NE 
REACHED 
TH’ 
MOUNTAIN 


SIR? 

DON’T YOU THINK 
WE SHOULD STOP? 
IT’S GETTING 
AWFUL PARK... 


KEEP ‘EM 
MOVIN’, BOYS! 
WE’RE MAKIN’ 
GOOD TIME AN’ 
WE WANT TO GET 
AS FAR INTO TH’ 
MOUNTAINS 
AS 
POSSIBLE! 


FARTHER DOWN? 
THAT’S CRAZY! 
WHAT’S TH’ MATTER 
WITH YOU, WENDELL? 





WERE HERE ! ues THE MATTER, 


mr FELLAS? YOU’RE NOT GONNA LOSE 
EN YOUR NERVE NOW, ARE YA? 


SORRY, BOSS’ 


BUT - - BUT IT’S THIS 
“> PLACE! 


STAIR// 


BLUBBERIN’! 


SOUNDS LIKE THE 


PERFECT PLACE 
TO CATCH A 
DRAGON TO 

, 





THAT’S WHAT = WENDELL, GET ALL 
BUT WHAT IF WE WANT, YOU THE EQUIPMENT 
imeare! WE NEED TO SET UP eee a eee. 
NOW, HURRY uP AE Re ees PY\ BUT LEAVE THE 
AN’ BUILD AN? GET THE R hi TREASURE! 


THE TRAP! IN PLACE! 


’ DON’T WORRY, 
REMEMBER’ BOSS! GOop! DLL TAKE 


A 
ace EVERY THING’LL GOOP! THE TREASURE AND 


CEREMONY, SO BE SET BY TH’ TIME B® START ee IT FOR 


T’LL CIRCLE AROUND 
AN’ LEAVE A TRAIL 
THAT’LL LEAD 
TH’ DRAGON 
STRAIGHT BACK JI 
HERE,  £ 


heh ) heh ! 
SUCKERS ! 
BY THE TIME THE SUN COMES UP, 


I’LL HAVE THIS TREASURE 
HALFWAY TO BONEVILLE! 





WHAT’S TH’ 
MATTER, 
PHONEY BONE? 
AIN’TCHA GLAD 
TA SEE ME? 
IT’S ME, 
TED! 


AH, 
YOU IS GLAD! 


onhhy! 


NO, L’M NOT SLIPPIN’ OFF 
WITHOUT MY COUSINS! 
THEY SLIPPED OFF 
WITHOUT ME! 


WHERE’S 
FONE BONE 
AN’ SMILEY? 
YOU/’RE NOT 
SLIPPIN’ OFF 
WITHOUT YER 
COUSINS, 
ARE YA? 


LISTEN uP, 
AIN’-TCHA UG: , 
GONNA TRY Tee OF YER PLAN? 
TO FIND ‘EM? GONE! vou 
FOR ALL x eae: 
KNOW, THEY’RE au, 
BACK IN SACRIFICE 
BONEVILLE 
ae A PRAGON 
ey AT DAWN? 


WHAT ABOUT L TOLD YOU THERE ISN’T 


GONNA BE ANY SACRIFICE, 
AN’ I MEANT IT! 
NOW BUZZ OFF BEFORE YOU 
RUIN EVERY THING// 


NO 
SACRIFICE, 
HUH? 
THEN WHY 
YOU GOT 
TH’ VILLAGERS 
FIXIN’ TO 
CATCH 
SOMETHIN’? 


THIS?/ 


FORGET IT! 
THIS IS JUST 
TO COVER ME WHILE I 
ESCAPE! 


WHEN THE SUN COMES UP 
TOMORROW, THE VILLAGERS WILL 
REALIZE THEY’VE BEEN HAD, 
AND THEN THEY’LL ALL GO HOME. 





TRUST ME! 
AN’ NOTHING IS 
NOBODPY’S GOING TO 
HAPPEN. 
L’LL SIMPLY 
FADE INTO THE 
NIGHT... 
NEVER TO 
PISTURB 
YOUR PRECIOUS 
VALLEY AGAIN’ 





STEALING 
THE TREASURE 
IS JUST A 
UNAVOIDABLE 
CIRCUMSTANCE. 


\ 7 


TALKIN’! WHILE THOSE 
YOKELS ARE WAITIN’ 
AROUN? TO CATCH 


TH’ SOONER A DRAGON- - 


WE GET YOU 
OUTTA HERE, 
THE 
BETTER, 
















HEY, WHAT 
gn 1M SUPPOSED TO 
OF COURSE 
you BE LAYIN’ OUT TH’ 
TAKIN’ THE BAIT! EVERYBODY 
TOWNS- KNOWS DRAGONS 
PEOPLE’S CAN’T RESIST 
TREASURE TREASURE! 
WITH YOU. 


WANNA GET YOU 
OUTTA THE 
VALLEY AS MUCH 
AS ANYBODY, SO 
WHAT CAN’ I 
DO TO HELP? 


IT WORKED JUST Ss 
LIKE YOU SAID IT WOULD! \ 





THEY WERE MADE TO 
YOUR SPECIFICATIONS! 








Just stp CALM! 
I-- Unen-- 
TILL HANDLE 

\T FROM HERE-- 


WHAT BO WE 
DO NOW?! 


GOL’! LOOK AT 
TH’ SIZE OF 


A 
be —) = 
ib ak | Ne 





ARE YOU SURE THOSE 
ROPES WILL HOLD 


(aA © 





EVERYBODY! STAY BACK! 
DON’T BE AFRAID! 
THE DRAGONSLAYER IS HERE! / 


IT WON’T BE LONG NOW! DRAGON? 
SOON WE'LL ALL 
Aap, BE BACK ON THE PATH 
f OF RIGHTEOUSNESS’ 


or, 


WHAT’S WRONG 
WITH YOU?! 
THAT TRAP WAS 
OUT IN PLAIN SIGHT! 


DIDNT YOU 
See it7! 





YEAH, I SAW IT. Pe | I’M FINE! 
IT WENT RIGHT ACROSS Sy I’M... PERFORMING 
THE PATH. . SACREP DRAGONSLAYING 
RITUALS - - IT’-LL JUST 
TAKE ANOTHER MINUTE, 


ENERY THING 
OKAY OVER 
THERE, 


GET ME OUT OF E THOUGHT 
WE GOTTA HERE? WHY? OOH! JEEZ! YOU NEEDED 


L 
FIGURE OUT A 
I THOUGHT YOU YOU AGAIN! SHOULDA A DRAGON 
Ne ou WANTED TO CATCH KNOWN = 


A DRAGON. YOU WERE FOOL THE 
HERE... 8 BEHIND THIS! BA TOWNSPEOPLE! 


KEEP YOUR 


VOICE DOWN’ YA GOTTA 
APMIT 


I WAS ACTUALLY 
ONLY CATCHIN’ A 
TRYIN’ TA DRAGON 
HELP? VV : ADDS TO 
A TH’ EFFECT! 





HEY! HEY! 
THIS ISN’T A SOKE! 
THOSE 


ROUGHNECKS OVER THERE 
ARE SERIOUS! THEY’RE HOLD HIS 
GONNA WANT A : 
REAL SACRIFICE - - 


STAND BACK, 
EVERYBODY! 


ls 


HERE, YEAH! BEFORE ANOTHER 
DRAGONSLAYER! 


ONE COMES ALONG’ a 
AN? NO MORE 4 THEY TRAVEL IN PACKS, 4 
RITUALS! ms Y’KNOW! rs 
te | <I 7 
me ~ ~~ 
\ : \ 5A 
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THIS IS A 
SUNRISE 
[> CEREMONY, AN’ 
NOBOPY’S KILLIN’ 
ANYBODY UNTIL 
Z SAY SO! 


i YOU GOT THAT? 


KEEP YER PANTS ON’ 


YOU THINK THIS IS 
LIKE SKINNIN’ A 
RABBIT?’ 

WE’RE ATTEMPTING 
TO RESTORE THE VERY 
BALANCE OF NATURE! 


EVERY THING 
MUST BE 
ALIGNED? 


THIS IS 
YOUR 
LAST 

CHANCE! 


WE HEARD YOU 
TALKIN’ TO 
THE DRAGON! 
WHAT PO YOU 
THINK WE ARE? 
FOOLS? 


THE HEAVENS 
THEMSELVES 
WILL 
DETERMINE - - 











WHAT’S SHE 
DOING 
THERE? 


OT 


I’M N 
GOING ANYWHERE 
UNTIL SOMEONE 
EXPLAINS TO ME 
WHAT’S GOING ON 
HERE. 


PHONCIBLE P. BONE! 
ee F\ WHAT HAVE YOU 





fo 
HE WAS MAKING 
A DEAL TO 
SELL US OUT 
TO THE ENEMY! 


WHAT AMM 5 SAYING? ]/ WENDELL! PREPARE 
OUR MEN! 


OF COURSE IT’S 
TRUE! 


IT’S COMING 
FROM 
OUR TOWN? 





IT’S NOT THE DRAGONS... 
IT’S THE RAT CREATURES’ / 


THE HAIRY MEN - - \ 
THEY ARE THE ENEMY! 
ANP THEY’RE ATTACKING 
THE VALLEY AS 
WE SPEAK! 


THORN 


FOR THE GOOD FIGHT YOU, 
OF THE TOWN- - BUT I WILL NOT LET YOU 


FOR THE GOOD OF HARM THE DRAGON! = 
THE WHOLE VALLEY- - —— - 
STAND ASIDE ( a 

OR ELSE! 





VS BEFORE IT’S 
S| TOO LATE! 














oy ANAHcMINIRY MEN (7 Se Ty 


& 
A\S ... THIS WAR IS OVER AN 
\ 


IT HAS SCARCELY BEGUN... 












hot 
oa 


ise on WEF 
j W\ ee ey 





IF YOU’RE 
EVER LOST -- 
REMEMBER, 
THERE ARE 
DRAGONS IN 
THE EARTH. 





DRAGON’ WAIT! 
CX\ WHERE’S MY GRANPMOTHE 
Nau, WHERE’S FONE BONE? 









242. 
EY! 
NE B 


PHON 
WHERE’S FO ONE? d 
SY \ ‘ 


sis ff ; 


3 Se. 


EL 
% 
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NY Sere { \G 


you : 
KNNES: PIfCUFORKS. 


DNYTHING: 


THIS IS 
HAPPENING. 
SEEM 








< 
cH &g 
N35 


ge 








---BUT YOU BETTER 
MAKE THE MOST 
OF YOUR SANPWICHES, 
BECAUSE WE 
DON’T HAVE A LOT 
OF BREAD LEFT. 


SERIOUSLY, SMILEY! 
WE CAN’T SPEND ANOTHER 
NIGHT OUT HERE, 
OUR FRIENDS’LL 
BE WORRIED. WE NEED 
TO START BACK TO 
TOWN TODAY! 


BUT 
FONE BONE, 
WHAT 
ABOUT 


BARTLEBY? / 


BARTLEBY? 
DON’T TELL ME 
YOU NAMED 
THAT LITTLE 
CuB? 


SURE, I DID! WE 

HAVE TO CALL 
HIM SOMETHING - - 

DON’T WE, 
BARTLEBY? 





HE’S A RAT CREATURE, 
SMILEY, AN’ WE’RE 
TAKING HIM UP IN TH? 
MOUNTAINS TO TURN HIM 
LOOSE’ 

NOW, PON’T FORGET 
THAT! 


OKAY, 
OKAY. 

I JUST 
THOUGHT HE 
NEEDED 
A NAME, 
THAT’S 


WILL YOU READ US 
SOME MOBY DICK? 
I WANNA TEACH TH’ 
LITTLE GUY 
HOW TO TAKE 
A NAP AFTER LUNCH - - 


BUT WHY 
BARTLEBY, 
FOR 
GOODNESS’ 


THIS IS A 
WORK OF ART, 
NOT A 
SLEEPING 
AID? 


YOU WANT THE 
LITTLE FELLA TO 
THINK WE’RE 
ABANPONIN’ 
HIM? 


HE LOOKS 
LIKE A 
BARTLEBY, 
SEE? 


DEBATING ITS 
| MERITS! 
EVEN 
BETTER! 





THIS BOOK 
FOR YOUR STIMULATES YOUR MIND! 
INFORMATION, THAT NOT ONLY IS THIS BOOK 
MOBY DIC BOOK CAN PUT FULL OF HIGH SEAS ADVENTUR 


FOR YOUR 


IS NOTA YOU INA BUT THE REAL JOY 
BORING BOOK! : IN MOBY DICK 

\S THE PURE ACT OF 

READING ITSELF - - 


HO! HO! THAT’S 
PRETTY FUNNY, Z SAY. 


I ALWAYS LAUGH 
AT THAT ONE, 
YOU BET. 





MAMMAL” 


ANP HIS eli 
COMRAPE/ LOOK’ / AT LAS 
ALL IS NOT LOST IT IS WILL am “eo 
HIM/ ae eel 
E BONE ? 
GORGE 
“eal 





CALL ME ISHMAEL. SOME 
YEARS AGO - - NEVER MIND HOW LONG 
PRECISELY - - HAVING LITTLE OR NO 
MONEY IN MY PURSE, AN? NOTHING 

PARTICULAR TO INTEREST ME / 


ON SHORE...” 


IT’S NOT 


WORKING! 


\...L THOUGHT I 
WOULD SAIL ABOUT A LITTLE 
AN? SEE THE WATERY PARTS 

OF THE WORLD - - ” 


C’MON! 
LET’S GET 





MAYBE IT’S NOT 
MOBY DICK AT ALL - - 
MAYBE IT’S 
you? 


BARTLEBY! 
C’MON! QUICK! 
LET’S GO!! 


WAIT A MINUTE! 
WHERE’S 
BARTLEBY?! 





... IT JUST PRONEP ON 
ANP ON... 
ANP ON’ 


2 WHAT e 
HAPPENED : IT WAS 
HORRIBLE’ 


He GO?! 
\NHERE'? THE Bones, 
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KNOCK 
THE LITTLE 
TRAITOR’S HEAD 
IN 





GO ON!/ 
GET Lost !! 


WE DON’T WANT 


OKAY! 
YOU AROUND HERE’ OKAY! 


THEY’RE 
GONE! 


WHAT’S THE MATTER, CUZ? 
EVERYTHING’S GONNA BE ACES 
FROM NOW ON, RIGHT? 

HE SAVED uS/ 


NOW I 
DON’T KNOW 
WHAT WE’RE 

DOIN’. 


DIP YOU SEE THAT, FONE BONE? 
HE SAVED US’ YOU SAVED 
US, BARTLEBY! OH, BOY! 
ENVERYTHING’S GONNA BE ACES 
FROM NOW ON! 


THE WHOLE REASON WE 
CAME UP HERE WAS TO 
GINE BARTLEBY BACK TO THE 
RAT CREATURES, AND 
LOOK WHAT HAPPENED? 


YEAH. 
THAT DIPN’T 
WORK OUT 

TOO 

GOOD, 

DID IT? 


AT THE MOMENT, 
YOU ARE TRESPASSING. 








WHAT HAVE WE 
WELL, WELL. AW i HERE? 
RAT CREATURE 
WHAT A VERY NY) ~/| ei CUB? 
UNUSUAL GROUP E 
YOU ARE. 


faint = IT WILL 


Ee & Wf ’ TAKE MORE 
ROCKS We : \ THAN A FEW 
ake ’ N : STONES 
TO CHASE ME 
AWAY. 





THE OLD COW WOMAN 
AND THE DRAGONS. 


THE VALLEY 


Is 
PINIDED IN 
TWO 


SURELY YOU 
KNOW OF 
HIM - - 

THE MASTER OF 
THE RAT 
CREATURES - - 


STRANGERS 
IN THE 


VALLEY- - 
ALL WE WANT 
TO DO IS RETURN 
THIS LOST CUB 
BACK TO HIS HOME 
IN THE 
MOUNTAINS, 
MISTER- - UH. 
MISTER~ a 








7 1M ) 
KOQUE JA, 2 


MASTER OF THE EASTERN 


Y, BORDER. 

EVERYTHING YOU SEE 
IN THESE MOUNTAINS 
BELONGS TO 


ME. 


OKAY, 
MR. ROCK JAW! 

WE DON’T WANT TO 

MESS WITH YOUR 
DOMAIN- - 

WE JUST WANNA 

TAKE TH’ KID 

HOME! 


BONE! 
WE DON’T 
LIKE THIS 

Guy... 










FE ANYTHING THAT MOVES 
IN MY DOMAIN, POES SO 
ONLY WITH MY LEAVE... 







ANP THAT 
INCLUDES 
RAT 
CREATURES! 





SO, YOU ARE 
STRANGERS IN OUR 
VALLEY... 


SEARCHING FOR SOMEONE 
NAMED BONE... 


YES. THE ) 
ONE WHO 
BEARS THE 

STAR IS 

NAMED 
BONE. , 


PO YOU 
KNOW 
HIM, 
PERHAPS? 










Y a star? \ 
HEY! I 







pe HE 
EANS ¢ | 
PHONEY \\ THERE, 
BONE! \\ ROCK 
WHAT’S HE 





WANT WITH 
HIM? 


THE VALLEY 
IS DIVIDED, YOU SEE, 

EVER SINCE 

THE FALL OF THE 
KINGDOM, 
AND 

THE HOODED ONE 
SEES IT AS RIPE 
FOR PLUCKING. 


THE VALLEY? 


R-R-ROQUE JA! 
. R-R-ROQUE! 
f YOU/RE NOT 

ROLLING THE R/ 


\ Aw 


THAT THE HOOPED ONE 
THINKS PHONEY BONE 
IS GONNA UNITE 


BUT HE FEARS THAT 
A NEW LEADER 
WILL ARISE AND 
UNITE THE 
VALLEY BEFORE 
HE CAN 
CONQUER IT. 



















HOOPDED GUY 
WANT WITH 





COUSIN LOOKS 
ANYTHING LIKE YOu 
TWO, I HARDLY 
THINK HE’LL 
BE A 
THREAT? 


a 


PHONEY’S NO 
LEADER! HE THAT’S 
GOT CHASED OUT 
OF BONEVILLE JUST 
FOR SAYIN’ HE 
WANTEP TO RUN 







ENOUGH, 
SMILEY. 


WHO’S 
SIDE ARE 


FOR MAYOR! 
YOU ON, 

ROCK 
JAW? 





I THINK f C’MON, SMILEY. 

YOU ARE HARPLY y) VY - My LET’S GET OUT 

IN A POSITION TO ASK yf it OF HERE! 
QUESTIONS... j 


- - ARE CO 
WITH ME 
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L IMAGINE 
THERE WILL BE 
A SIZABLE 
REWARD FOR 
BRINGING THE 
THREE OF 


(( BUT I DON’T WANT ANY MORE ) : 
\_ DIFFICULTIES, SO SEND THE Fy YOU'RE NOT 
CUB UP FIRST. _——“ =§ -§_ @ 


GONNA 
SEPARATE US/ 
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ARE WE 
LOST AGAIN? 


A 

A 
< 
rz 
OF 
Ow 
ne 
Ng 
whl 
za 


LOOK AROUND... 





IT’S THEIR 
TRAIL! WE’VE 
DISCOVERED THEIR 
TRAIL AGAIN! 


EXACTLY! 
SMILEY BONE 
LIKES THE 
CHEESE 


- Pecans ; 
PROVE - BUT HATES 
ANYTHING. ’ THE CRUST... 





LI TOLD you 
WE WERE ON 
THE RIGHT 
TRAIL! 


c'mon! 
THey CAN'T 
FAR Now! 








YOU’RE 
PRETTY FAR NOT SCAREP, 


FROM HOME. ARE YOU? 


JEEZ! WE’VE 
Mons GONNA ALREADY COME 


THIS FAR’ 





WHAT ABOUT BUT MOM 
FONE BONE AND SAID NEVER TO GO 
SMILEY BONE? NEAR TH’ 


WHO’S GONNA EASTERN MOUNTAINS 
“CAUSE IT 


WORRY ABOUT 
? MIGHT BE 


THEM? 
THEY DISAPPEARED DANGEROUS - - 
DAYS AGO! 


——— 


i 


ii aie eee 

Uhh 4 Al | | reer ct! Fo eule 

‘iti i 
Y, 2 Md " 5 | 

— ; = oe. = Diaaee 





LISTEN, 
you! 
WHAT’S A 
RACCOON 
DOING SNEAKIN’ 
AROUND IN THE 
MIDOLE OF THE 


WE’RE FINE! 
WE WERE 


DAY? 


I WASN’T 
SNEAKIN’ UP 
ON yOu! 


THEN WHAT 
WERE YOU 
DOIN’ IN 
TH’ BUSHES? 


HIDIN’ FROM 
YOUR 
MOMMY? 


YEAH, 

WHAT WERE 
YOU DOIN’? 
HIDIN’ FROM 


YER 
MOMMY?/ 


THEY’RE DEAD, 
AN’ FOR THE LAST 
TWO DAYS, L BEEN 

SPYING ON 
THE GUYS WHO 
DIP IT! 


SORRY! 


WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO YOUR 

FOLKS? 


YOU DON’T NEED TO 
BE EMBARRASSED, 
MY NAME IS 
RODERICK. 


I DON’T 
HAVE A MOMMY OR 
A DAB, SO 
SHUT UP! 


WHY’? YOU 
SNEAK UP 
ON US 
LIKE THAT, 
ROPERICK? 


ARE YOU 
AN 
ORPHAN? 


COME WITH 
ME. 
T’LL SHO 
Ou 





LOOK RIGHT 
THERE! 


THE RAT YEP. THOSE WELL, 
CREATURES DORKS! THEY 
KILLED YOUR YOU CAN’T ARE 
MOMMA AND GO AROUND CARNINORES! 

POPPA? EATIN’ 

OTHER 
PEOPLE! 


MAN’ 
THAT’S 
HARSH/ 
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BUT 
WHAT | 
CAN WE 
DO? 
THEY’RE 


WE WERE ON 
THEIR TRAIL 
ANY 


WAY! 
THEY CAN’T BE 
THAT FAR! 








YOULL FIND 
OuT 
SOON 
ENOUGH. 


YOU KNOW, ROCK JAW, 
FOR SOMEONE WHO CLAIMS TO 
BE MASTER OF THE 
EASTERN BORDER, 

YOU SURE SEEM TO 
BE KOWTOWING TO 
TH’ RAT CREATURES 
AN AWFUL LOT. 


HE SAID HE WAS 
GONNA TURN US IN 
FOR A REWARD! 

I THINK OL’ 
ROCK JAW, HERE, 
IS TAKIN’ US TO THE 
RAT CREATURES’ 


MY NAME IS ROQUE JA, 
NOT ROCK JAW, 
ANP YOU NEEPN’T 
WORRY ABOUT WHERE MY 
SYMPATHIES LIE... 





... YOU SHOULD WORRY IT WILL BE MUCH 
ABOUT YOUR OWN EASIER FOR YOU IN 
THE ENP IF YOU 


POSITION, MR. BONE. 
——- JUST CHOOSE 


WHAT WAS RIGHT! 
THAT FOR, ROCK JAW? EVERYONE /[ THERE MIGHT 
WANTS TO BE OTHER 
SIDES THAT 


I THOUGHT Oo SIDES, WE WANT 

I TOLD YOU 
) yA KNOW! TO 

NOT TO WALK | ONSIDER! 

ON THE SAME SO BACK eueanees 
SIDE AS 
THE RAT 
CREATURE 

CUB. 


SUCH AS 
INSIDE VERSUS 
OUTSIDE? 
HOW RUGGED 
OF YOU. 





NOT THEM! 
WE KNOW WHO 
THEY ARE! 
THAT’S FONE BONE 


A 
AND SMILEY BONE, TP, oP 
wi | YOU MEAN 
ROQUE JA? 


HAVEN’T YOU 
EVER SEEN 
ROQUE JA 

BEFORE? 


NO. WE’RE FROM 
THE VALLEY! 
IS HE A GOOD Guy 
OR A BAD Guy? 


IS HE GONNA 
HELP OUR FRIENDS 
OR HURT ‘EM? 





I GUESS THAT 
DEPENPS ON WHOSE 
SIDE YOUR FRIENDS 


ROGUE JA SAYS EVERYBODY 
HAS TO BE ON A SIDE NOW 
BECAUSE IT’S A WAR. 
YOU CAN EITHER PICK 


ARE ON. THE RAT CREATURES 
OR THE PRAGONS. 


NEVER SEEN A WELL, 
PRAGON, BUT I WE’RE NOT ROQUE JA? 
KNOW I DON’T ON THE 

LIKE THOSE RAT 


iA 
RAT CREATURES! CREATURES EVERYBODY KNOWS 


ROGUE JA 
HATES DRAGONS - - 


BUT 
WHOSE SIDE 


IS HE 
ON? 


—I 


I THINK 
THE BONE COUSINS 
ARE IN TROUBLE’ 





THE 
HIT A NERVE, THERE NALLEY PEOPLE ...HA/ 


ROCK JAW? THAT’S RIGHT! 

WELL, IF YOU WE’RE FRIENDS 
THINK WE’RE GOING TO OF THE VALLEY 

DO ar ee PEOPLE 
A 14 
RAT CREATURES, Pls eal 
you CAN 
FORGET IT! 


THIS WAR IS NOW 
BETWEEN TWO OF THE 


THE VALLEY PEOPLE MAY ORIGINAL INHABITANTS 
HAVE RULED IN THE PAST, OF THE VALLEY: 
BUT THEY LOST CONTROL 
A LONG TIME AGO. 


. ++» ANP THOSE 
MISERABLE VERMIN 
THE RAT CREATURES! 





Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


Di 


\ 


i 


| 


TAKE IT 
BASY. 


JUST JUMP OVER 
TO_THAT LITTLE 
BRANCH? 





LI THOUGHT £ 
HEARD 


SOMETHING ... 


NOW WHAT 
WAS I 
SAYING? 
OH, YES... 
THE RAT 
CREATURES ARE 


JUST THE 
SIGHT OF THEM 
ON MY 
MOUNTAIN 
INFURIATES 
ME’ 


... BUT IT MUST 
HAVE BEEN SOME 
FALLING ROCKS. 


THEY’RE A PESTILENCE! 
AND EVERY DAY 
MORE OF THEM ARRIVE 
FROM PAWA AND 
N K 
IN MY BEAUTIFUL THERE 
MOUNTAINS. GOES THE 


NEIGHBORHOOD! 





YOU FIN? ANYTHING 
OVER THERE, 
COMRADE? 


BUT I’M SO 
HUNGRY, COMRADE, 
IT HAS BEEN PAYS 
SINCE WE ATE THOSE 
TWO RACCOONS,’ 


I KNOW, 
COMRAPE. 
I’M EVEN 


WISH WE HAP 


SOME OF YOUR | 


HOMEMADE 
QUICHE’ 


yOu LOOK LIKE 
COUPLE OF HUNGRY 
GENTLEMEN. .. 


BEGINNING TO 


NOTHING, COMRADE. 
THESE TINY BONES 
HAVE BEEN PICKED CLEAN/ 


OH, HEY - - HEY/ 
COMRAPE/ NONE OF THAT.’ 
PO you 


MEAN IT? «\ IF YOU EVER TELL ANYONE 
I SAID THAT, 
I’LL DENY IT/ 


HOW ABOuT 
EATING 
US FOR DINNER? 





IF YOU’RE NOT TOO 


FAT AN’ LAZY TO THEYRE JUST TRYING TO 


; er GET A RISE OUT OF YOU, COMRADE! 
GAICH US, THAT Tee BESIDES, THEY ARE LITTLE ANP 
‘ MUCH TOO QUICK FOR US/ 
WE WILL HAVETO. 
> OUTWIT THEM’, 


WHAT’S TH’ MATTER? 
Z THOUGHT YOU WERE WHO ARE YOU CALLING 
MEAT EATERS, NOT QUICHE-EATING OLD LADIES?/ 
QUICHE-EATING 
OLD LADIES! 


NOW? SHALL WE OUTWIT 
THEM NOW? 


COME BACK HERE, YOU LITTLE BRAT.’ 
ZI’LL SHOW YOU WHO'S A 
QUICHE-EATING 
OLD LADY!’ 


YES! COME BACK WELL 
OUTWIT YOU TO DEATH’ 





IF YOU DON’T LIKE 
RAT CREATURES SO MUCH, 
WHY DON’T YOU TEAM UP WITH 
THE DRAGONS AND CHASE 
THEM OFF? 


BECAUSE THE ONLY 
THING WORSE THAN 
THE RAT CREATURES 

ARE THOSE 
ARROGANT 
DRAGONS’! 





SO, THEY THINK 
THE QUEEN OF THE DRAGONS 
WENT MAP ONE PAY, AND ALL THE 
OTHER PRAGONS WERE FORCED 
TO COME AND RESTRAIN HER... 


SHE RESISTED, AND OUR 
LANDSCAPE IS THE RESULT 
OF THEIR BATTLE - - THEY CRASHED 
AND PUSHED AGAINST THE MOUNTAINS, 
AND CREATED THE VALLEY. IN THE 


END, WHEN THEY COULD NOT STOP HER, 


THEY HAD TO TURN HER TO STONE! 









BO YOU KNOW WHAT THE >» 
VALLEY PEOPLE THINK ABOUT 

THE DRAGONS? THEY THINK THE 
DRAGONS CREATED THE 
VALLEY // 







IF YOU ASK ME, IT’S 
A FOOLISH FAIRY TALE FIT ONLY 
FOR THE WEAK-MINPED. 


pip you 
SAY SHE WAS 


ab 
& al , 


V 
Wk, Kitty GRE a 


~~ 





STOP MOVING, 
IDIOT! 


L THOUGHT 
YOU SAIP THIS 


WAS SAFE/ 









“ : ; | | 
Ieee = 
Mh, AN a 
WS | 
A\\\\ : 
| tH : 
: 
STUPID, STUPID 
RAT CREATURES. 
hi , 5 
z, . 4 , y ON ti : \ , ~ : = Cs 
J = y r 7 ) 
‘MIL 





" Df) o> 


WE JUMPED OFF 
THE LOG BEFORE 
IT SLID DOWN THE 

MOUNTAIN? 





RED AERT? ay 
ory THAT CAT IS 
erent iy uP THE MOUNTAIN 
GOTTA AN’ HE’S CUSSIN’ 
GET OUTTA A BLUE STREAK! 


HERE,’ 


COMING 


I CAN’T LEAVE 
THE OTHERS! 
BUT SINCE WE’RE ALL 
FRIENDS NOW, MAYBE 
WE CAN WORK 
TOGETHER! 





HIS ARMS 






OT SS 
peaked WHAT’S GOING 
ON HERE, GUYS?! 
a 2 


DID UH, OH! 
YOU SEE I’M SO HEY, 
RODERICK FONE BONE.’ 

WAVING SI I THINK 
ROCK JAWS 
ON THAT COMING 

ROCK? BACK UP 

THE CLIFF! 


WE GOTTA 
GO NOW, 


WHAT PO YOU 
MEAN YOU CAN’T? 


YOU HAVE TO 
COME WITH 










THEM! 
THE 
REST OF 


THE 
\ ORPHANS! 


THESE ARE 
MY 
FRIENDS’ 


COME 
Our, 
EVERYBODY 
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SAVE THE 
INTRODUCTIONS 
FOR LATER! 


ROCK JAW IS 
ALMOST TO THE 
TOP OF THE CLIFF 

AN’ I DON’T 

THINK HE’S 
VERY HAPPY! 


MR. BONE? US KIDS HAVE 
HIDING PLACES ALL OVER THE 
MOUNTAINS! YOU BETTER 
COME WITH US/ 





y iW 
i 
Vi 
i 


| Wy 
u 
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IN HERE, 
FONE BONE! 





HE CAN’T REACH US’ 
WE’RE SAFE! 


PEEK OUT AND SEE IF 
HE’S STILL THERE. 





HE’LL SIT 
THERE FOR 
TWO OR 
THREE DAYS! 
HE’S 


OHMYGOSH! 
WE’RE 
TRAPPED! 


NOW HOLD ON.’ 
THIS RAT 
CREATURE 
ANT IS NAME IS 
NAME | 
, HE’S 
BARTLEBY: lest 
A RAT 
CREATURE! 
AN’ RAT 
CREATURES 


EAT 
PEOPLE LIKE 
us’ 


WHAT ARE 
WE GONNA DO 
NOW? 


WE MIGHT AS 
WELL GET 
COMFORTABLE ... 
THAT GIANT CAT’S 
NOT GOING 
ANYWHERE,’ 


SCOoT over! 


1X-NAY/ 
NOT IN 


YOU WANNA 
GIVE AWAY 
ALL OUR 
SECRETS? 


WELL, WE CAME ALL 
THIS WAY TO RETURN 
BARTLEBY TO HIS 
HOME IN TH’ MOUNTAINS, 
AN’ WE’RE NOT GONNA 
ABANDON HIM NOW! 
IF TH’ 
BONES 
SAY TH’ 
KIP Is 
OKAY, 
THEN HE’S 
OKAY! 





THEY’RE re Pah gare TRUE,’ Ble ; 

MY UST L. N/ AVE TO USE : 
FRIENDS, IT DOESN’T MATTER IF ie SECRET us SHOW US 
I TRUST §£ YOU TRUST US OR NOT... PASSAGE OR THE 


SECRET 
WE GAN’T WE’LL STARVE ee 


TO DEATH 
STAY TRAPPED IN 

THIS CAVE FOR IN HERE! 
TWO OR THREE DAYS! 


IT LOOKS ene 
ee AFTER HIM! 
SMALL. i gill 
If WANT THOSE 
‘Lh BiG TEETH 
BEHIND ME! 





WATCH IT. 
WE’RE IN SOME 
HUGE OPEN 
SPACE NOW. 


I HOPE SO. 
IT’S GETTIN’ 
A LITTLE 
STUFFY 
IN HERE. t, 
ei THIS IS IT, 
LITTLE THe IS THE 
Ul 
FARTHER. OPENING? 


WE’RE 7 ' 
ALMOST I’M OUTSIDE: 


WHOA. 























NOW THERE’S SOMETHIN’ | ... YOU REMEMBER YEAH, L 
YOU DON’T SEE EVERY DAY! , \. WHEN WE WERE WITH REMEMBER. 
ROCK JAW, HE TOLD A BUNCH OF 
US A STORY ABOUT DRAGONS HAD 
HOW THE VALLEY A FIGHT AN 
WAS CREATED? PUSHED UP THE 
MOUNTAINS. 


RIGHT! THE QUEEN ANP TH’ 
OF THE DRAGONS WENT MAP ; ONLY WAY THEY 
ANP STARTED ON A RAMPAGE! =i COULD pO IT 
THE REST OF THE DRAGONS “ - WAS TO TURN 
WERE TRYING TO 


STOP HER! = wot HER TO STONE! 


THIS IS THE 
ae OF THE ss NO, NO, NO’ 
DRAGONS TURNED T ie mee ; =z AT LEAST 
THIS ISN’T TH a 
al QUEEN? THIS IS Be LI THINK IT’S 


JUST AN ANCIENT JUST 


AN ANCIENT 
TEMPLE OF 
SOME, YI TEMPLE ... 


KIND - -7< 





LISTEN, SMILEY! BuT I = 
BEING TURNED TO STONE THOUGHT IT WE KNOW SOME PEOPLE 
IS THE SAME THING WAS A FAIRY WHO BELIEVE IN THEM - ~ LIKE 
THAT HAPPENED TO < TALE AN’ GRAN’MA BEN AND LUCIUS DOWN’ 
ANOTHER ANCIENT NOBODY 2’VE SEEN A DRAGON, TOO, 
ENEMY OF THE PRAGONS’ BELIEVED REMEMBER? 
THE SAME ENEMY WHO IN PRAGONS 
IS AFTER PHONEY BONE ANYMORE! 
AND THORN’ 


" THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS 


MEAN TH’ 
QUEEN OF 
THE DRAGONS 
AND THE 
LORD OF THE 
LOCUSTS ARE 
ONE AND 
THE SAME? 


COULD BE. 


IVS A 
WEIRD 
COINCIDENCE, 
ANYWAY. 


YEAH, YOURE RIGHT! =. 
IT’S JUST SOME OLD ABANDONED 
BUILDING! BESIDES, EVEN 
KIC IT WAS AN OL! ENEMY =< 
OF TH’ DRAGONS, HOW 
CAN IT HURT YOU 
IF I7’S TURNED 
TO STONE? 


I DON’T KNOW. 


Za {> \ (_ |S AFTER PHONEY BONE AND 


THORN, ANP? HE WAS AN ANCIENT 
NN ENEMY OF THE PRAGONS 
WHO WAS TURNED TO 
STONE! 


PRETTY SURE 
IT’S JUST 
A TEMPLE! 
MAYBE IT’S 
AN OLD 
RAT CREATURE 
TEMPLE... 


IN ANY CASE, 
IT LOOKS 
ABANDONED 


IS THIS JUST 
A TEMPLE 


SAY, 
WHERE’? THE 
KIDS GO? 


HEY, FONE 
BONE AN? 
SMILEY BONE! 
OVER HERE! 





WE’RE NOT 
OUT OF DANGER 
YET! 
ROPERICK SAYS WE 
WON’T BE SAFE UNTIL WE 
REACH THE TREE LINE! 


ONCE WE’RE 
IN TH’ FOREST 
NO ONE CAN 
FIND US! 


IT’S A PRETTY 
STEEP CLIFF, BUT IT’S 
THE ONLY WAY DOWN 

FROM HERE, SO 
YOU BIG GUYS 
WILL JUST HAVE 
TO BE CAREFUL’ 


WHAT’S 7 HE’S STILL F 
ROCK JAW \ WATCHING 
UP TO? THE 
UPPER 
ENTRANCE, 


BUT HE’S 
STARTING 
TO GET 
suspicious’ 


7 
DON’T WORRY 


ABOUT US! 
WE CAN 
HANPLE IT’ 





HEY, FONE BONE, 
HOW YOU COMIN’ 
WITH YER LOVE 
HEY! HEY! 
I DON’T 
WANNA 
TALK ABOUT 
THAT IN 
FRONT OF 
EVERYBODY! 


YOU WRITE C’MON, BONE! SR 3 Y Z’D LIKE 
LOVE POEMS, TELLUS A ; TO HEAR 
MR. BONE? LOVE POEM! 


YES! A LOVE 
POEM THAT 
YOU WROTE FOR 
MISS THORN’ 


YOU THINK 
MY LOVE POEMS 
ARE FOR 





i OKAY, HERE’S ONE THAT 
WE ISN’T QUITE FINISHED YET. 
WON’T 


MAYBE WE | AUGH! 
a ! 
IN THE STALLS OF MY HEART, DEAR, 
I’VE BUILT A HORSE-CART, DEAR, 
ANP MY DEAR YOU CAN RIDE IT 
ALL BAY... 


I’VE BUILT IT FROM LOVE - - sone At 

- - FROM THE CLOUDS UP ABOVE - - > ayy 

E’EN THE Ain a Nar WASH IT T. ‘ 
WAY. 


BUT MY LOVE YOU CAN’T HEAR, 
SO THE CART WILL NOT STEER, 
ANP I’M LEFT WITH A HEART 
FULL OF HAY. 


EVERYBODYS YOU SAID 
A CRITIC, OU WOULDN’T 
HUH, CUZ? 


ISN’T SO BAD 
AFTER ALL, 





YOU’RE FROM WHAT PO YOU THINK, FONE? 
TH’ MOUNTAINS, I MEAN WE DID LEAVE PHONEY BONE 
ROPERICK,/ I’VE NEVER IN THE VILLAGE, 
WHERE’S TH’ VILLAGE HEARD OF YOU DON’T THINK ANYTHING 
OF BARRELHAVEN BARRELHAVEN COULD HAVE HAPPENED 
FROM HERE? Poe WHILE WE’VE tS hail 
Y. 


I THINK 
WE BETTER GET 
DOWN THERE. WELL, WELL... IF IT ISN’T 
THE BONE COUSINS’ 


\ 


HEH, HEH, EXCEPT THIS YESSS/ 
«+. AND THE LITTLE SNOTS TIME, THERE IS NO GIANT ROQUE SA 
WHO PUSHED US MOUNTAIN LION AROLINP IS STILL 
OFF THE CLIFF/ TO INTERFERE! KEEPING 
| o WATCH ON 
"houses 
us 
OH, NO’ Sa \S HOLE UP 
NOT AGAIN’ : 
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| <> ADAH! 
e 
iy WHERE’? ALL THESE 
INSECTS COME 
S ROM? 
f bigs 
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EEK / 
KINGDOK/ 


; YOUR MAJESTY 


. SO THERE You 
ARE! Z 


\ Y¥-Y-YOL’RE LOOKING 
MUCH BETTER, , 








veby/ 


oy y iF Hes Got ea! 





OKAY, OKAY) NOBODY 
MOVE! DON’T EVEN 
BREATHE, 


ANP ME’ WE’RE A 


ee Was - Y}) we 
, A \) 
Ay ° | Vor q / 
MW ‘ 
— ig oa 
\ Bit 
Ni be 
SCARED! PO SOMETHING QUICK, ) = 
SMALL MAMMAL, BEFORE 
WE ARE ALL KILLEP TO 
DEATH’ 





31 a, 
$4.20 
CANADA 





IM PUSHING 
IM PUSHIN,” 
fn 


De) 
> *)) 
THINK OF SOMETHING, ) 

SMALL MAMMAL,’ wal 


KINGPOK IS GETTING e 
CLOSER WITH __4.7/ | 
EVERY BITE! 

Dox —_— 


YOU THINK OF 
SOMETHING! 
HE’S YOUR KING, 
ISN’T HE?!! 





ae 4 4 





THERE’S NOTHIN’ WHY NOT? 
THAT WAY EXCEPT FOR THE RAT 


ig CREATURES 
SHEER CLIFF FACE? WHAT PO YO ARE 


u 
SUGGEST? DIPLOMATIC DESERTERS! 
NEGOTIATIONS?! id 


WAIT, NOW, 
sao THEY were YO Ler’S TALK 

TRAITORS: THIS OVER! 
MAYBE IF HE HAD os ing 
THEM, HE’D LET Previn ee 
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Hi ee pe 

ARGAINING FO) 

THEIR MEANINGLESS YOU Abb WILL 
LIVES/ 


.-- UNLESS YOU TELL ME 
THE WHEREABOUTS OF i" 
THE ONE WHO BEARS THE STAR’ /) 


THE CHOICE 
IS YOURS... 


DECIDE QUICKLY! 
MY PATIENCE IS 
RUNNING OUT! 


D || Ww 
\. PHONEY BONE! WHY IS EVERYBODY 
o AFTER OUR COUSIN?! 


THEY THINK PHONEY 
WANTS TO BE LEADER 
OF THE VALLEY, 
REMEMBER? 





IF YOU TELL 
ME WHERE HE IS... 
I WILL SPARE YOUR 

LITTLE FRIEND THE 
PRINCESS ... ONCE 
O THE 


PRINCESS? 
YOU MEAN 
THORN?// 


ws 


) 
t V2 /, 
6 {| 








ALL RIGHT, THIS IS GOOD! 
HOLP U 





RODERICK’S I HAVEN’T SEEN HIM. 
MISSING? HAVE YOU SEEN HIM? 


4 


EVERYBODY ACCOUNTED FOR? ( 1 


HERE’S 
RODERICK? 
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WHAT’S THE 
BIG IDEA 
EATING 
OUR 
FRIEND? 


HEY/ WE’RE IN THE 


WHAT PIP MIPPLE OF ESCAPING’ 
YOU HIT ME FOR? CONTROL YOURSELF’ 


WELL, YOU’? BETTER 
START, OR ELSE 
THESE NICE, LITTLE 
CREATURES WON’T HELP 
US ESCAPE FROM 
KINGDOK... 


CONTROL 
MYSELF?// 

IMA 
MONSTER, 
MONSTERS PON’T 
CONTROL THEMSELVES! 
THAT’S THE WHOLE 
IDEA// 


.-« WHO, BY THE WAY, SEEMS 
A LITTLE UPSET OVER THAT 
WHOLE ARM-CUTTING-OFF THING.’ 


HOLD A GRUDGE, 
CAN’T HE? 





BECAUSE \ SEE? COULD WE 
ATE ALL WAS SAYING! FROM A 


PARENTS! NATURAL ee a 
ARENTS t LIKE, SAY, 
ENEMIES, A SLIGHTLY 


WHY TO US, YOU Guys E&Y 
NOT! ALL LOOK LIKE \ lee 
HORS D’OEUVRES! : 


= as 


I DON’T CARE YX” youre I1’S NOT GONNA TAKE 
WHAT ANYBODY NOT TH’ KINGPOK LONG TO FIND US, 
LOOKS LIKE TO YOU § Boss OF SO HERE’S THE DEAL... 
FUZZ-FACE, i 
JUST DON’T STICK ‘EM 
IN YOUR MOUTH, 
GOT THAT? 


UNTIL WE’RE OFF 
THIS LEDGE, 
WE CALL A TRUCE! 
THAT MEANS WE 
ALL WORK TOGETHER’ 


aus WE AGREE 
NOBODY EATS TO YOU 
ANYBODY? , WATCH IT, TERMS, 
NO MATTER WHAT | BREAD- SMALL 

THEY Sy MAMMAL! 

LOOK LIKE! J , ii t /Y NOW GET US 

\ OuT OF 
HERE! 





KEEP AN) 
een I THINK WE 
THOSE ‘ 
THIS WAY... 


TWO, 
BARTLEBY! 


L THINK 
KINGPOK IS 
T 
ABOVE US! 





HE’S JUST 
—— WAITING 
POOMEDY FOR US! 


SOMEHOW 
WE HAVE TO GET TO 
THE SAFETY OF THE TREES 
DOWN THERE... 
BUT WE CAN’T GO 
STRAIGHT DOWN - - 
IT’S TOO STEEP! 


AND WE CAN’T 


GO BACK, BECAUSE |] | 
KINGDOK J | 


DESTROYED 


THE LEDGE! 


ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHT? 
WE’RE NOT POOMED 
YET! 

LET’S JUST 
THINK THIS THROUGH’ 


uP IS 
OUT, BECAUSE THAT’S ; 
WHERE KINGDOK 

IS NOW! 


YOU CALL 
THIS 
THINKING 





WHATEVER 
YOU CALL IT, 
IT LEAVES ONLY 
ONE WAY OUT’ 
FORWARD! 


BUT- - BUT 
WE DON’T KNOW 
WHERE TH’ LEDGE 


HEY, BIRD KIDS! 
CAN YOU SEE WHERE 
THIS LEDGE GOES? 


HEY! NOTHING 
WE’VE DONE SO 
FAR HAS BEEN 
UN-STUPID, AND 
WE’RE STILL 


ALIVE, AREN’T / 


YES! WHAT IF IT 
TAKES US 
RIGHT TO KINGPOK? 


OR BACK TO 
ROCK JAW, 
THE GIANT 

MOUNTAIN LION,’ — 
DON’T FORGET 
ABOUT HIM! 


WHAT CHOICE 
DO WE 
HAVE? 


THE LEDGE GETS 
SMALLER AND SMALLER! 


BUT FARTHER 
AHEAD IS A BOULDER FLOW, 
IF YOU CAN REACH IT, 
YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
WORK YOUR WAY DOWN 
TO THE TREES! 


CARRY ON, FONE BONE! 
MAKE A 


STUPID — 


RIGHT? 


I CAN’T REALLY 
ARGUE WITH THAT, 
BUT I FEEL LIKE 
I SHOULD. 


FOLLOW 





WE’VE HEARD 
f, THAT SOUND 
YI. BEFORE! 









Me FL 


ae. F| 
CD 
“Bk! Y; 


ue 
" We? an 


YOU'RE THE ONE WHO 
MAPE US PESERT OUR 
TS’ 


PO ¢ 
ANP NOW WE’RE GOING TO | 
BE PUNISHED, } 







Wye 





= 
\ 


Ay iy 


THERE’S NO IGNORE THEM! 
ESCAPE! OH, WHY DID WE THEY’RE JUST GRASSHOPPERS! 
PESERT OUR POSTS? THEY CAN’T HURT YOU? 


= nN \y WE HAVE TO 
“ KEEP 
MOVING! 





HOLD ONTO = fg ANP ; | 
THE CLIFF! a WHATEVER & r ‘ 4 - - DON’T OPEN 
you Do. ey eee your MOUTH?! 


BE CAREFUL! THEY’RE 
SWARMING 
ALL Over fC 
THE LEDGE! | 


Si 
oY <a 
Oe 


en en Se -7-~> Sus 





WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


HEY! 
THE LOCUSTS 
ARE 
a hat 


THE LOCUSTS ARE 
ATTACKING 


175 BONE,’ 
AN’ HES 
HURTS 








NY Bhenieey. 
S LET ME GO 








WHAT HAPPENED ?/ 


SOMETHING FELL 
OUT OF BONE’S BACKPACK 
AND SCARED OFF 
THE LOCUSTS’ 






WHERE'S 
INGDOK? 
8 HE 
DISAPPEARED! 
Poof ! 
MAN! Z FELL 
VANISHED ) BS 
INTO 


ON THE EXACT 
SAME SPOT THAT 
THIN AIR’ 


JUST HEALED! 





SOMETHING IN YOUR IT LOOKS A CROWN! 
BACKPACK I BET IT 
SCARED THEM BELONGS TO 
WHAT OFF/ THORN! 
HAPPENED TO ARE YOU OKAY? 
THE 
Locusts? 


WHAT’RE YOU 
DOING WITH 
THAT 
IN YOUR 


BACKPACK, 








Y = HAD NO IDEA 
WHAT WAS 
IN THAT BUNDLE! 
GRAN’MA BEN 
GANE IT TO ME 
AND ASKED 
ME TO KEEP IT 
SAFE! 


THAT IS 
WHAT SCARED 
THE LOCUSTS AWAY/ 
ITISA 
PRAGON-THING’ 


A 
GLOVE, 
SOME KINDA 
METAL 


THE 
MEPALLION/ 
PUT IT 


A 
DREAMING- 
THING? 


ANP THIS? 
AN OLD 
MEDALLION! 


ITIS 
A 


BAp 
THING,’ 


PREAMING 

IS PART OF 

THE LOCAL 
BELIEF SYSTEM. 


GRAN’MA BEN 
WAS TELLING 
ME ABOUT 
IT. 





YOU MEAN IT’S 
IT’S A A RELIGION 
RELIGION? FOR 
GRAN’MA BEN 


DREAMING IS A 
PEOPLE WORD! 
ANIMALS CALL 
IT HUM-HUM! 
IT’S THE HUM OF 
THE EARTH! 


YOU GOTTA HEAR IT? 
HOW ELSE COULD 
yOU LEARN TO 
WALK, OR TALK OR 
FIN? FOOD FOR 
YOURSELF?! 


7 
WELL, ACTUALLY, THAT’S 
WHERE WE COME \ NOT TRUE! 
FROM THERE IS It’s 
NO HUM-HUM EVERY WHERE! 
IT’S STRONGER 
IN SOME 
PLACES, 
BUT IT’S 
EVERY WHERE! 


DIPN’T YOU 
FEEL iT BACK 
AT THE 
OLP STONE 
TEMPLE? 
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\F L DIDN'T 
LEARN IT IN TH’ 
FOURTH GRADE, 
IT DIDN’T NEED 
LEARNIN’? 


OF COURSE IT DOES! 
WHAT A RIDICULOUS 
QUESTION! 
DON’T 
you 
HEAR 


I HATE TO 
BREAK IT UP, 
GUYS, BUT 
WE CAN’T 
STAY HERE. 
WE’RE 
NOT 
SAFE UNTIL 
WE MAKE IT 
TO THE 
TREES! 


) NO VV YEAH! 
THE HUM-HUMS | KIDDING! 


PION’T HE 
LOOK 
REAL? 


ALWAYS CRAZY 
AT THE OLD 
TEMPLE, BUT 

TODAY IT HE WAS 
WAS SCARY! REAL, 


UNTIL HE 
VANISHED! 





OH, MY 
GOSH! 
you 
THINK 
KINGDOK 
WAS PART 
OFA 
DREAM?! 


OH, YEAH, 
FOR SURE! 
SOMETIMES 
WHEN 
YOU GO 
THROUGH 
THE TEMPLE 
YOU GET 


ARE YOU 
SAYING 
KING@DOK 
WASN’T 


NIGHTMARES! 


EVEN THERE?! 


NOW JUST 
HOLD ON - - 
WHAT ABOUT 
ALL TH’ ROCKS 
THAT WERE 
CRASHING DOWN 
AROUND US? 
THE LEDGE CRUMBLING 
OUT FROM UNDER 


/ THINGS 
GET CRAZY 
AROUND 


THAT OLD 
TEMPLE! 


FOLKS 
SAY IT WAS 
BUILT ON A 

GHOST 

CIRCLE! 


CIRCLE! THAT’S 
WHERE THE 
LOCUSTS 

COME FROM. 


LI BET IF WE 
WENT BACK, 

THE LEDGE 

WOULD BE 
IN ONE PIECE! 


WE JUST 
DREAMED 


OH, COME ON! 
WE SAW 
IT - - WE 
FELT IT! 


VERY DANGEROUS 


IF YOU STEP INTO ONE 


YOU'LL DISAPPEAR,’ 


you CAN 
FEEL STUFF 
WHEN YOU 

DREAM! 


you GUYS 
ARE 
SERIOUS! 


OUR FEET? 


MAN! 


WHAT DID 
YOU SAY 
THIS 








Va 
SMILEY, ) RIGHT, 2| e 
THE GUY WHO’S RIGHT! L STILL DON’T 
AFTER PHONEY BONE - - / HE PROBABLY 


~ - HE’S 
CALLED THE LORD 
OF THE LOCuSsTS! 


CONTROLS 
THE LOCuSTS? 
HENCE TH’ 

NAME! 


I’LL SAY! 
THE LOCUSTS 
COULD MAKE 
HER BELIEVE 
ANY THING! 
HECK/ THEY COULD 
MAKE THE WHOLE 
VALLEY 
BELIEVE 
ANYTHING! 


LS THIS GUY IS 
AFTER THORN, TOO! 

SHE DOESN’T 
HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT 
SHE’S UP AGAINST/ 


SHE’S 
COMPLETELY 
VULNERABLE! 


yOu THERE! 


OPEN UP 
YOUR 


MAYBE 


WE SHOULD 
GO BACK AND 
MAKE SURE 
PHONEY’S 
OKAY. 


UNDERSTAND HOW 
HE COULD INDUCE 
A MASS 
HALLUCINATION 
LIKE THAT. 





THAT’S IT! 
GRAB YOUR 
STUFF! 

WE HAVE TO GET 
BACK AN? WARN 
OUR FRIENDS! 


YOU HEARD TH’ 
MAN! LET’S 
ROLL! 


/ 
CHECKING 


FOR 
SMALL 
MAMMALS. 
ANYBODY 
IN HELLO? 
HELLO? 





LET'S GET 
OFF THIS 
MOUNTAIN 


QUICK... 


. -- BEFORE 
SOME 
NEW 
CRISIS 
REARS ITS 
UGLY HEAD! 





$4.20 
JUN] canapa 
















C’MON, 
BARTLEBY! 














LOOKS LIKE 
YOU’RE COMING YOU/RE VERY 
TO LIVE WITH CLOSE NOW’ 






us! 
















JUST A 
LITTLE MORE, 
AND YOU’LL 
REACH THE 
SAFETY OF 
THE 
TREES! 


SMILEY! 
THAT 
RAT CREATURE 
CUB IS NOT 
COMING TO 
LIVE WITH US! 






















.- YOU AND I ARE 
GOING BACK TO 











HE CAN : 
STAY WITH HEY, 
US UNTIL WE GET BARRELHAVEN. WHO ARE 






BARTLEBY CAN STAY YOU CALLING 
WITH THE TWO 
STUPID RAT 


CREATURES! 





UNDER COVER - - 
THEN WE 
SPLIT UP... 
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BUT, FONE BONE, THESE 
TWO CLOWNS CAN’T TAKE 
CARE OF A LITTLE CUB! 
THEY CAN’T EVEN 
TAKE CARE OF 
THEMSELVES? 


ay BARTLEBY CAN’T 
> ( Live IN THE VALLEY, 
SMILEY! HE WON’T 
BE SAFE! 


THAT COLUMN 
OF SMOKE WE SAW 
IS GONE! 

DO YOU THINK TH’ 
FOREST FIRE IS 
OUT? 


SAY! SPEAKING OF 
THE VALLEY- - 





I GUESS SO. 
BUT I’M NOT SO 
SURE IT WAS A 

FOREST FIRE... 


WHAT ELSE 


COULD IT HAVE 


BEEN? 





L DON’T KNOW FOR SURE, ROCK JAW! THAT OL’ 
BUT ALL OF ROCK JAW’S j BLOWHARD? HE WAS SO 
j FULL OF HIMSELF... 


TALK ABOUT WAR IS MAKING 
ME KIN? OF 
NERVOUS! 


... BUT WE SHOWED THAT 
GIANT KITTY CAT, 
DIDN'T WE, 

KIDS? 


L BET HE’S STILL 
AT THE TOP OF THE 
CLIFF GUARDIN’ THE 
ENTRANCE TO THAT 

CAVE! 


HEE! 
OL’ ROCK JAW 
DOESN’T KNOW 
ABOUT OUR 
SECRET 
TUNNEL DOWN 
THROUGH THE OLD 
TEMPLE! 


LET’S NOT OKAY, OKAY. 
CONGRATULATE BESIDES, SMILEY, STILL, I/D 
OURSELVES JUST I’M MUCH } LIKE TO SEE THAT 
YET. MORE WORRIED ABOUT OL’ RASCAL’S 4 
WHAT MAY HAVE FACE WHEN HE 
HAPPENED IN REALIZES WE GAVE 
THE VALLEY WHILE WE HIM TH’ SLIP? 
WERE AWAY. 





MR. BONE, IF YOU’RE 
WORRIED THAT 
SOMETHING MAY HAVE 
HAPPENED WHILE WE WERE 
GONE, WHY DON’T YOU 
ASK THE TWO RATS WE 
HAVE WITH US? 


BORDER YES, 
PATROL?! YESSS, WE 
THE FIRST TIME WERE BREAKING 
I MET YOU WAS ON \ THE TREATY- - 
THE OTHER SIDE OF BUT KINGPOK 


DEEP IN PRAGON 
TERRITORY! 


THAT’S RIDICULOUS! y 
OUR COUSIN PHONEY 
BONE IS NO LEADER! 
I CAN’T IMAGINE WHAT 
GANE YOU GUYS THE 
IDEA HE WAS 
A THREAT! 


KINGDOK DION’T 
HAVE OTHER REASONS 
FOR SENDING YOU 
ACROSS THE 
VALLEY AND 
MIOLATING THE 


WE KNOW 


, 
HEY, YOU TWO! NOTHING’ 


WHAT PO YOU WE fen al 
W AI 
COLUMNS OF SMOKE | FOOT SOLDIERS ON 
WE SAW DOWN BORDER PATROL 


IN THE VALLEY? 


KIN@POK’S APVISOR, 
THE HOOPED ONE, 
TOLP HIM THAT A NEW 
LEADER WAS ENTERING 
THE VALLEY - - 

A LEADER WHO BORE 
A STAR ON HIS CHEST/ 


KIN@POK SENT US 
ACROSS THE VALLEY 
TO THE PRAGON’S STAIR 
TO CAPTURE THIS 
UPSTART THREAT’ 


KIN@POK HATES THE 
FLAT-LANPERS, IT’S TRUE, 

BUT THE TIME WAS NOT SO LONG 
A@O THAT HE WAS CONTENT TO 
ABIDE BY THE TREATY ANP LEAVE THE 
VALLEY PWELLERS ALONE... 


TREATY? 





ALL THAT CHANGED WHEN THE ‘ 
HOOPED ONE ARRIVED. . . pr --. ANP WITH HIM CAME 
HE CAME TO US FROM \\, THE LOCUSTS ANP 

THE VALLEY... ONE OF THE THE PREAMS/ 

WANPERING HOLY MEN KNOWN 

AS STICK-EATERS... 4 


THE POWER OF YOU SAW IT WITHOUT THE HOOPEP ONE 
THE LOCUSTS IS TODAY AT THE TO CONTROL THE LOCUSTS, 
VERY STRONG! OLD TEMPLE! WE MIGHT ALL BE 
THE PREAMS CAN ROLLIN@ SENSLESSLY 
MAKE YOU BELIEVE ON THE GROUNG 
THE SKY ITSELF Jf MAP AS LOONS/ 


IS FALLING/ 


MORE ANP? MORE 
KIN@POK LISTENS TO TO THE POINT THAT 


THIS STICK-EATER ANP KIN@POK MUST OBEY 
HIS LOCUSTS. J THE HOOPEP ONE FOR FEAR 


THAT THE LOCUST WILL 
OVERWHELM HIM/ 













y AND THIS IS THE BARTLEBY IS A 

KIN? OF LIFE YOU RAT CREATURE 

WANT TO SENP LITTLE SMILEY! 
BARTLEBY BACK TO? IF THIS IS WHAT 
SOME KIND OF RAT CREATURES 
INSECT CULT? BELIEVE, THEN 
WHO ARE WE 
TO JUDGE? 












THE HOOPEP ONE BLAMES 
OUR UNHAPPINESS ON THE 
VALLEY PEOPLE ANP THE PRAGONS, 
AN? ON THE TREATY 
WHICH FORCES US TO 
LIVE IN THE MOUNTAINS. 


DO NOT 
LISTEN TO 
HIM... 
HOW WILL 
WE BE HAPPY? 


HE’S NOT 
EVEN ONE 
OF YOU! 
IF yOu 
ASK ME, 
HIS 
MOTIVES 
ARE PRETTY 
SUSPECT! 


THAT’S RIGHT, IF WE } 





NOW WITH THE 
4 COMING OF THE 
LOCUSTS, IT IS 
\ DIFFICULT TO TELL | 
tm, WHAT IS GOOD. f 


IT WAS NOT 
ALWAYS SO. 
IN THE OLP PAYS 
THE HUM-HUM 
WAS GOOP, 
WE WERE HAPPY. 


re 
WE MUST RETURN TO THE 


OLP WAYS... TO THE 
TIME BEFORE THERE 
WERE VALLEY PEOPLE... 
WHEN THERE WAS 
ORDER IN THE WORLD. 


ONLY WHEN YOU TRULY 
UNDERSTAND THE HOODED ONE’S 
MOTIVES 
WILL YOU LEARN 
THE MEANING OF 
HAPPINESS ... 





WHAT THE 
HOODED ONE 
SEEKS, YOU SEE, 


AND POWER IS 
THE TRUE 
SECRET TO 

I\ SATISFACTION! 
Z 


SATISFACTION 
ANP PROBLEM IS... TURN AROUND, PLEASE. .. 
HAPPINESS YOU BELIEVE SOMEONE WE’RE GOING 
ARE NOT YEAH, TRULY CAN BE HAPPY. BACK UP, 
THE SAME ROCK 
THING. TAW! 
4] A PERSON 
CAN BE 
SATISFIED 
\ AND NOT BE 


TUT! TUT! 
NO ARGUING NOW. 
EVERYONE! THAT’S 
RIGHT’ 
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YOU SEE, HAPPINESS THE ONLY THING OF nH! : 
ITSELF IS JUST AN A) SUBSTANCE THAT BAW. rHeRe is. No 6002 Ano EVIL 


EMOTION THAT CAN fa( MATTERS IS Power? fm  WHATIS Evil TO you DEPENDS ON 
BE INDUCED ... WHAT IS GOOP TO YOU IS EVIL TO 
THE RAT CREATURES, AND VICE VERSA. 


THAT’S NOT 
TRUE! 


(SN’T IT, MY LITTLE ORPHAN? 
DO YOU THINK THE SUN CARES 
IF YOUR MOMMA ANP POPPA 
WERE EATEN BY RAT CREATURES? 
IT POESN’T. 


THE SUN WILL SET 
TONIGHT ANP RISE AGAIN 
TOMORROW 
WHETHER YOU AND I ARE HERE 


‘4 


’ 


EY W 


THERE IS NO 
GOOD OR EVIL... 
ONLY NATURE. 
AN? IN NATURE, THE 
ONLY THING THAT MATTERS IS 


IS UTTERLY 
INSIGNIFICANT. 





ONCE WE 

CROSS THIS j WHAT’RE 

PLATEAU AND 

START UP THAT 
PATH, WE 
WON’T GET ANOTHER 

CHANCE TO 

ESCAPE! 


YOU’RE FRIENDSHIP AND TRUST ARE MERELY 
WRONG, MR. ROCK JAW! EARTHBOUND SENTIMENTS THAT 
THERE’S OTHER STUFF ONLY LEAD TO TROUBLE. 

THAT MATTERS! — TRUST NO ONE, 
LIKE FRIENDSHIP AND THAT’S MY MOTTO. 


TRUST! 


TAKE IT 
EASY, 
RODERICK’ 
DON’T LET 


THAT BULLY 
GET TO 


THE LIGHT WILL BE 
“ore OR We Neat on 
HAVE A CHANCE TO PriSr cor 


MAKE A BREAK IN , 
THE DARK! : COMPLICATED. 





ZG 
R 
ths 


THIS SURE 


‘ 
OH, WE ARE IN FEELS REAL’ 


BIG, BIG TROUBLE. 





TURN YOUR PRISONERS ¥ 77) 
OVERTOUS _#/f 
IMMEDIATELY! _f 


WERE YOU. 


PERHAPS YOU 
WERE EXPECTING 
A REWARD... ? 
LI WAS BRINGING 
THEM TO YOU 
ANYWAY! 





| ” Ap — x, x 
as eau G4 


HA’ HA’ MASTER OF THE 
EASTERN BORDER,’ 7, 
LOOK AT HIM RUN/ 





YESS! YESSS/ 
pce WE’RE NOT REALLY 


QUICKLY/ 


THEM BEFORE THE 
HOODED ONE’ 


(+ 


WA Ws 





SPLIT UP WHEN 
YOU HIT THE WOODS! 
EVERYBODY RUN 
AS FAST AS 
you CAN’ 
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STAND ASIPE, 
Z WILL CLEAR THEM 
OUT OF THERE, 








GOOD-BYE, 
‘POSSUMS! 


L’LL 
MISS YOU! AREN’T YOU 
COMING 


HEY, YOU DORKS! YOU BETTER 
BREAK IT UP AN’ GO HOME, 
OR YOU’/RE GONNA BE 
SOMEBODY’S SUPPER! 


NO, Z LIVE IN 
THE MOUNTAINS. YB 
I’M STAYING HERE _ 


THEN GOOD 
LUCK, RODERICK/ 
THANKS FOR THE 

APVENTURE! 


te 
Pa a r 
oe \ S| GREAT TIME: 


GOODBYE FOR 
NOW! COME WE WILL, 
BACK TO TH’ RODERICK/ 
MOUNTAINS GOODBYE! 
AN’ VISIT ME! 


GOOPBYE! 


GOODBYE! 
. ae 





I KNEW OL’ SMILEY, I 
ROCK JAW WOULD DON’T THINK WHAT 
Tu UT TO CK JAW DID 


BE ON OUR SIDE! HAD ANYTHING TO 
pO WITH 
us! 





CMON! 
HE ytd aa SOME. THIN G 
HAPPENED! 


& 


THAT’S WEIRD... 
IT’S AWFUL QUIET. 





NO - - WAIT! 


THEY CAN'T ‘& 
THERE THEY ARE! 
JUST VANISH UP THERE! 


INTO 
THIN AIR! YOU THINK IT WAS 
ANOTHER DREAM?/ 


THEY’RE 
LEAVING! 
AN’ THEY’RE 
CARRYING 
KINGDOK 
AWAY! 


LOOK AT THAT! 
THERE’S TWO GUYS 
RUNNIN’ UP 
BEHIN? THEM’ 


THOSE 
IT’S THE BACKSTABBERS/ 
tTwO STUPID THEY TRIED TO 
RAT HAN? US OVER 


CREATURES! AT TH’ LAST 
MOMENT! 





MAYBE 
THEY’RE TIRED 
OF 
BEING 
DESERTERS. 


Lt 
WONDER 
WHAT THEY’RE 
uP TO? 


SEEMS 
LIKE THEY’RE 
BEING 
ACCEPTED GOOP FOR 
BACK INTO THEM ~ ~ 
THE BUT WHERE’S 
GRrouP. BARTLEBY? 





BUT I 
DON’T WANT 
HIM TO 
REJOIN TH’ 
GROUP! 


IT’S WHERE 
HE BELONGS, 
SMILEY! 
IT’S WHAT HE 
WANTS TO 
pO! 


HE’S TRYING 
TO REJOIN 
THE GROUP 

TOO! 


DON’T BE SAD! 


IT’S WHAT WE CAME 
HERE TO DO! 
THIS IS A HAPPY 
ENDING! 


NATURE 





YEAH. YEAH. 
HE’LL BE FINE. 


WILL HE BE OKAY? 


LISTEN... 


you CAN 
WATCH HIM FOR j 
A WHILE IF YOU P : GOOD-BYE, 
WANT, . BARTLEBY. 
BUT NOT 
TOO LONG - - L 
WE GOTTA GO, eae 
ALL RIGHT? NOW. 











TANNER AND 
HIS FAMILY? 
pant Galati 
THEY MUST’VE STAY N. 
BEEN HIDING THEY’LL NEVER 
IN THE ROOT MAKE IT 
CELLAR. ACROSS TH’ 
CLEARING 
WITHOUT 
BEING SEEN/ 


=} 
1 


ih 
=) 
.) 
SN 
yy 
at 
S 
a 


COME ON, 
THORN, 
COME 
ON... 


HURRY! 
GET IN HERE! 


THERE’S 
TWO PATROLS 
COMING! 











: WE ARE SWEEPING 
WHERE ARE ; THE AREA FOR 
4 ARE YOU ge FLATLANDERS, 
) TO MAKE CERTAIN 
THE FARMS ARE 
ABANPONEP- - 


tS 


| 


THEY ARE ABANDONED’ 

WE BURNEP THIS FARM 
YESTERPAY.’ WHY ARE YOUR 
WARRIORS STILL MOVING WEST? 
HAVEN’T YOU HEARP THE 
REPORTS? 


WE HAVE HEARD 
NO REPORTS. 
OUR MISSION IS 


PRINCESS AN? THE SMALL 
BALD CREATURE WHO 
BEARS THE STAR/ 


THEN YOU HAVE 
NOT HEARD? ABOUT 
KINGPOK? 
YOU DO 
NOT KNOW - -? 





RUMORS ARE RUNNING WILD? 
UP ANP POWN THE FRONT LINES 
THAT KINGPOK IS DEAD’ 


I KNEW YOU WERE 
NO GOOD, BONE! 
I SHOULDA LISTENED 


BACK TO TOWN, 
YOU RUNT, LLL FIX 
YOU GOOD! 





Bu 


THEY ARE TURNING 
AROUND, 
HEADING BACK 
EAST’ 


, \/ ALL THE PATROL AA) 
WAS-THAT ALL.) THEY’RE IN A STATE TEAMS ARE cATRO. 
ABOUT? i OF CONFUSION- - TO THEIR BASE CAMPS 
THEY HOW CAN YOU 
SEEMED PRETTY THERE ARE RUMORS IS GOING ON. TELL THAT? 


UPSET ABOUT \ THEIR CHIEFTAIN HAS THEY WERE TALKING 


SOMETHING! IN SOME KIND OF 
BEEN KILLED, JIBBERISH? 


THEY WERE SPEAKING 7 
NESSEN... OH, REALLY? BUT FOR 
AN ANCIENT RAT ANP SOME REASON 
CREATURE LANGUAGE WHEN DIP YOU I UNDERSTOOD EVERY 


RESERVED FOR LEARN TO SPEAK AN e 
TIMES OF WAR AND ANCIENT RAT CREATURE IRGLE WOR THEY 


MILITARY EMERGENCY. MILITARY LANGUAGE?! 





MRS. TANNER, WE 
HAVE SOME FOOP AND 


WHY IS THIS 
HAPPENING, 


WATER FOR YOUR FAMILY ya, I THORN? 
AT A SMALL CAMP NOT ‘a 
FAR FROM HERE... 


WHY ARE THE 
HAIRY MEN 
DOING THIS? 


.» THAT’S WHERE 
THE REST OF THE 
VILLAGERS ARE. WE’RE 
GOING TO SEND YOU 
BACK THERE UNTIL 
WE CAN DETERMINE 
THAT THE TOWN 
IS SAFE. 


NO. WE’RE GOING TO 
THE TOWN. IT’S A CLOUDLESS 
NIGHT, SO WE’LL KEEP TO 
THE RAVINES. 

SAM _CAN TAKE THE 
TANNERS BACK TO OUR CAMP. 
JON, WENPDELL AND EUCLID, 
YOU KNOW THE ROUTINE, 


LET’S GO. I SWEAR I 


DON’T KNOW WHAT 
THE RAT CREATURES 
WANT, THORN! THIS 
IS ALL SOME KINDA 
CRAZY MIX-UP! 


THEY’RE 
NOT JUST AFTER 
ME, THEY’RE AFTER 
SOME PRINCESS! 

I’M INNOCENT, 

THORN’ 
\ YA GOTTA 
\\ BELIEVE ME! 


WOULD YOU 
BELIEVE ME IF £ 
SAIP THE PRINCESS 
WAS INNOCENT, TOO? 
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I THINK 
WE KNOW 
ENOUGH, 

LET’S 
STRING 
THE LITTLE 
RUNT UP 


I pO 
BELIEVE YOU. 
THAT’S THE 

ONLY REASON 

I HAVEN’T LET 

WENDELL AND 
EUCLID 
STRING 
you UP. 


YOU- - 
YOU MEAN IT? 
YOU BELIEVE 
ME? 


NOW 
LET’S GO 
SEE WHAT’S 
LEFT OF 

OUR 
TOWN. 











THIS CAN’T 
BE Ri 


IGHT. WE 
MUST’VE TAKEN 
A WRONG 
Tul 


I’M SURE IT’S GONE! IT CAN’T THEY COULDN'T 
THIS IS IT... THE ENTIRE j BE... HAVE DESTROYED 
BUT... VILLAGE THERE’S OUR 
is ‘a NOTHING WHOLE TOWN - - 
GONE! fF 


WHERE’S 
THE BARRELHAVEN W 
TAVERN? STANDING IN IT. 





PHONEY, WHERE 
WAS THE LAST 


>? Quick! oe cone? 
YO SpReAy our! 
_)PP 00K FORANY 


by NOY 


WHAT ARE HIM AN’ HIS PRAGONSLAYIN’ SCHEMES! 
THIS ISN’T WE GOING = SAY WE KILL HIM RIGHT NOW, 


HAPPENING!’ TO DO? 


FAULT! 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING, EUCLID? 





STOP ACTING LIKE AN \ HE DIDN’T 
ANIMAL. HASN’T THERE BEEN ATTACK THE 
ENOUGH VIOLENCE? VILLAGE! 





VA 
re racer us nro, cose me su ve pow ow Wl 
AWAY FROM OUR HOMES <4 5 WE HAD BEEN WHAT HAPPENED 
pie oO I kc 
HERE DEFENDING THE 
VILLAGE! ‘ STILL BE ALIVE’ IT WAS, IF 
° pas YOU HAD BEEN 
HERE, YOU WOULD 
\ HAVE SHARED 
HIS FATE/ 









FORCED YOU TO 
FOLLOW HIM! 
YOU WERE A MOB 
LOOKING FOR 
SCAPEGOATS! 








AN? SO WOULD ALL THE WHY ARE YOU 

OTHER VILLAGERS WHO DEFENDING HIM? 

WERE WITH YOU HUNTING YOU HEARD THE 

DRAGONS’ THIS BONE PROBABLY 
SAVED HALF THE VILLAGE By A 
TAKING YOU UP INTO , TH’ WHOLE VALLEY 
THE MOUNTAINS! e7—~ FOR THE ONE WHO 
~ BEARS THE STAR! 


AND A 
PRINCESS! 
y  THEY’RE 
LOOKING FOR 
A PRINCESS, TOO! 





WHAT PO YOU SAY, 
WENDELL? DO WE STRING HIM UP 
OR NOT? 


BEHAVE LIKE 


Sut Ue UY 


YOU DON’T 
“MUCH WANNA 
DESTRUCTION LET HIM 
aac OFF THE HOOK, 
Aye DO YA? 
RIGHT. 
THERE’S BEEN 
ENOUGH 
VIOLENCE. 


rea YEAH, THAT’S RIGHT! 
AN’ THAT MEANS 
PRINCESS GRAN’MA BEN IS HER 
PRINCESS? 
FAIRY GODMOTHER, SO 


YOU’RE IN BIG TROUBLE, 
BUDDY! 


eg HOLD OF AY SELE 
MUCH TO \ RIGHT AFTER 
I TWIST HIS 
SCRAWNY 


O ON, 
YER MAJESTY, 
ORPER THIS 


OKAY, OKAY, THE 
RAT CREATURES (RAT CREATURES 


A PRINCESS, 
PRINCESS... 29) aiag ne ange 





THERE HASN’T 
BEEN A 
KINGDOM 
FOR ALMOST 
FIFTEEN 


A PRINCESS? 
HOW? 
FROM WHERE?! 
THE ROYAL FAMILY 
WAS KILLED IN 
THE BIG WAR! 


YES, 
BUT WHAT DOES 
KIND COOK Tike ) THAT MAKE OL’ ROSE BEN? 
pagent he THE LOST QUEEN 
OF THE VALLEY? 
OL’ GRAN’MA BEN RACES 
COWS, REMEMBER, . . 


THAT MEANS YOU CAN JUST 
KEEP YOUR TRAP SHUT - - 
UNDERSTAND? 


‘we (es 


YEAH, YEAH. 
WE ALL GOT OUR 
LITTLE DELUSIONS OF 
GRANDEUR. I COULD 
TELL YOU WANTED 
TO GET IT 
OFF YOUR CHEST. 


YES, I KNOW THAT. 
EVERYBODY KNOWS THAT 
- - EXCEPT, APPARENTLY, FOR 
THE RAT CREATURES AND MY 
GRAN’MA BEN. 
THEY DEFINITELY 
THINK I’M A PRINCESS. 


BUT THAT 
<\ POESN’T 


AM A 
PRINCESS 
NECESSARILY- - 


LOOK, I DON’T KNOW IF IT’S 

TRUE. .. BUT I AM SURE WE 

SHOULPN’T BE DISCUSSING 
IT HERE! 


LISTEN UP. THIS WAR CLUB 
BELONGS TO MY FRIEN? FONE BONE. 
I FOUND IT HERE IN THE WRECKAGE 

OF THE BARN, ANP THERE’S A 
GOOP CHANCE HE AND SOME 
OTHERS ESCAPED... 
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. I FOUN? SOME TRACKS ! HEY! YOU CAN 
LEADING AWAY FROM THE COMPOUN? FORGET THAT. BLAME ANE ALL 
— INTO THE WOODS. AS FAR AS I’M 4 i 
—{ Z WANT TO FOLLOW THEIR TRAIL. CONCERNED, TH’ PAL, BUT WATCH 
BONES KILLED 4g YER MOUTH WHEN 
/ YOURE TALKIN 


BUT THORN, WE HAVE I CAN’T ABANDON 
” Cc. oO MY FRIEND! 
eee HURT AND FRIGHTENED 
PEOPLE BACK THERE. 
ARE YOU JUST 
GOING TO ABANDON 
THEM? 


Reals 
Oty 
a 

4 i 
ety, 

. a7 
WE 


LOOK WHAT £ THAT’S MY HMM. THAT’S 
FOUND! IT’S A NOTE! | TREE THAT LUCIUS STRANGE. HOW DID IT 
NOTE TO WHERE DID AN’ I USE TO PASS GET THERE? | 
FONE BONE’ you FIN? IT? MESSAGES TO EACH 
OTHER. 





‘ZT HAVE GONE HOME TO Lucius AND HE PUT IT IN 
GRAN’MA’S FARM. MUST’VE THE TREE FOR yOu 
FOUND THE TO FIND, TON. 
I WROTE THIS THE NIGHT NOTE. ? 
I LEFT THE COMPOUND 3 : 
SO FONE BONE WOULD KNOW 
WHERE I WENT... 


WAIT! nw aenoeae 
; os MAYBE ALL OUR ING, WE 
53 KNOW! IF HE’S RIGHT, NEIGHBORS ARE HEAD NORTH TO 
THEN LUCIUS STILL ALIVE! GRAN’MA BEN’S 
BECAUSE HE MIGHT STILL BE ‘2 PLACE, 
WENT TO 

GRAN’MA BEN’S 
FARM TO LOOK 

FOR THORN? 


ea 
Y EAN AT LEAST 
OUT THERE?/ YOU’RE NOT 


I HAVE TO LOOK 
FOR FONE BONE. \ GULP. A COWARD! 
WILL YOU BE COMING \ ceh , 
WITH ME, PHONCIBLE? \ YEAH... 





ME? AFRAID?/ 


YEAH, Right! 


YOU’RE GONNA 
NEED A GUY 
WITH MY SKILLS 
FOR PROTECTION! 


DON’T WORRY, WENPELL, 
I CAN TAKE CARE 
OF MYSELF. 


HMM. . 
ON SECOND THOUGHT, 
MAYBE I SHOULD GO 

ALONE. 


you 
AREN’T INVINCIBLE, YOU KNOW. 
WHAT PO YOU WANT ME 
TO TELL YOUR GRAN’MA 
IF YOU GET HURT? 





UM... 
zt Ter MIGHT BE 


WE BRING A SHE IS 
MESSAGE WAITING FOR 
TO You yOU AT OLD 
FROM YOUR MAN’S CAVE. 
GRANPMOTHER. 


SHE BIDS 

YOU TO 

JOIN HER 
IMMEDIATELY. 





OLD MAN’S CANE... 


HOW DO I KNOW I CAN 
TRUST YOU? 


BEFORE I CAN GO TO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE, I 
MUST FIND MY 
FRIEND FONE BONE. 


YOU HAVE TO HELP ME, 
DON’T YOU? 
IT IS YOUR DUTY. 


YOUR GRANPMOTHER 
BIPS YOU TO JOIN HER 
IMMEDIATELY. 


WE ARE BUT GUIDES. 


YOU ALONE MAY WALK 
YOUR PATH. 


THEN GUIDE 


ME. 
SHOULD I SEARCH 
FOR MY FRIEND? 
OR SHOULD 
I GOTO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE? 





YOUR FRIEND WAS LAST SEEN FAR AWAY IN 
THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS. HE IS RUMOREP TO 
HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN THE DEATH OF THE MIGHTY 
KINGPOK, AND MANY ARMIES ARE NOW 
SEARCHING FOR HIM... 


CHOOSE, 
YOUNG ONE. 
TIME IS 
SHORT. 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
OLD MAN’S CAVE |S I DON’T KNOW. 
FONE BONE ON THE WAY TO YOUR IT’S SO HARD 
WOU? GRANPMOTHER’S TO THINK. 
7 FARM! WE SHOULD T’/LL DECIDE 
GO THERE! IN THE 
PERHAPS LUCIUS AND MORNING. 
THE OTHERS ARE ALREADY 
THERE ee FOR 
Ss’ 


BUT REMEMBER. . . 
YOU HAVE A 
GREATER DUTY TO 
YOUR PEOPLE. 


WHAT BO 


YOU HEARD THE 
PRINCESS! 
WE’RE STOPPING 
FOR THE 
NIGHT! 

JON, YOU HAVE 
THE FIRST WATCH/ 





CAN ANYONE 
HEAR ME? 
I CANNOT MOVE. 


GRANPMOTHER? 
YES! YES! 
IT IS ME’ 


OH, GRANDMOTHER’ 
WHERE HAVE YOU 
BEEN? 

I HAVE SEARCHED 

. EVERYWHERE, 
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Lh | )) af 
AAD Whi ' I AM SO SORRY 
\ \ rie FOR THE THINGS T SAID! 
\ et PLEASE FORGINE ME - - 
j I WILL NEVER RUN 
j AWAY FROM YOU 
GAIN: 


THAT IS EXACTLY + 
WHAT I WANTEP TO 
HEAR... NOW BE A 
GOOP GIRL ANP USE YOUR 
SWORP TO CUT THE VINES AWAY 
FROM YOUR ANKLES. 





DRAW YOUR 
WEAPON ANP? COME 
TOME... 


Kee QUIET, 


CIUS! 
) 


\ sue roo.rep © 
ME ONCE jf 
AS WELL. 


THORN! 
GRANDMOTHER?! a HERE Age your 
CANN 
A 
Ons ON? SEE yOu! 
(3 





GIVE ME 
THE SWORD! 


Ct 


ee 


| —F 


Wy 
fof 


(| 
| c 


/ 
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CAN YA SEE 
ANY THING, 
FONE BONE? 


2 
ones 


<> 
<7 
SEES 








I DON’T 
RECOGNIZE 
ANY THING. 


WHAT’RE WE GONNA DO?” ¥. l 
WE RAN OUT OF C oh: 
BREAD THIS MORNING, I’M SORRY! 


N 
HAD A BATH SINCE - - 


J 
Ps YER 
5) STANDIN’ 


ON MY 
HOLE! 


STAND BY, 
WE MIGHT BE MILEY! 
MORE LOST Z’M COMIN’ 
THAN WE WERE DOWN! 
BEFORE. 
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OH, YEAH/ 
C’MON! I’M 
WATCHIN’ 
YA! 


COMIN’ DOWN IS 
A LOT HARDER THAN 
GOIN’ uP! 


BUT I HAVE TO 
STAND HERE, 
WHAT IF MY 

COUSIN FALLS? 


JUST TRUST 
YOUR 
HANDS. I 
GOTCHA. 





I’M NOT 
BLAMIN’ YOU, 
JEEZ. 
ALL MY 
LIFE I’VE 
BEEN BLAMED 


FOR 
EVERY THING! 


“ thats 
YOUR OWN 
FAULT, YOU 


a 
PAN ou OUTTA 
THERE! 


you GUYS 


TED! 
IS MEP ON WERE WUEMME TELL YAN 
f L YA! 
TED TH’ BUG! SAVED! 
OVER TH’ PLACE... 
AFTER ALL TH’ RUMORS 


I HEARD, IT WAS 
GETTIN’ WORRIED - - 


RUMORS? 
WHAT 
RUMORS? 
AY, TED, 


HERE, WILL 
YA? 








HEY, FONE BONE, 
LOOK WHO’S HERE, 
WE’RE SAVED! 


ONE? 
DID HE SAY 
FONE 
BONE?! 





YEAH, £ KILLED KIN@DOK? 
SAID FONE BONE, _HATIRE YOU 
AN’ THIS IS ? ; 

L DIDN'T KILL 
ANYBODY. 


BUT WAIT! I HEARD THAT 
L DION’T KILL KINGPOK IS DEAD, 
KINGPOK, I SAW } AN’ THERES A 
SWEAR - - HE WAS RUMOR GOIN’ ROUND 
HOW COULD I? ; THAT BONE KILLED 
HE’S GIGANTIC! HIM! 


Pere FROM THE TOP OF THE 
dam A IS THORN OKAY? IS MOUNTAIN WE SAW 


B SAW 
GIANT MOUNTAIN OO, BU EVERYTHING ALL COLUMNS OF SMOKE 


COMING FROM 


LION NAMED 
UE THE FOREST... 


A FEW DAYS 
AGO! 





LAST I SAW THORN 
SHE WAS RESCUING 
THE GREAT RED DRAGON 
FROM PHONEY BONE’S 
LYNCH MOB. 


WAIT’LL I GET MY 
HANPS ON THAT 
NO-GOOP, SELFISH 
COUSIN OF OURS - - 
HIM AND THAT 
STUPIP STAR SHIRT 
HE ALWAYS WEARS’ 


Z KNEW IT! 

] = KNEW IT HAD 
SOMETHING 
TO DO 
WITH PHONEY! 
WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


THORN SAVED THE 
DRAGON, BUT AT THAT 
VERY SAME MOMENT, 
THE RAT CREATURES 
INVADED THE VALLEY/ 


EVER SINCE WE CAME 
TO THIS VALLEY THE RAT 
CREATURES HAVE BEEN 
SEARCHING FOR THE 
ONE WHO BEARS 
THE STAR - ~ 


~- - BECAUSE THEY 
THINK PHONEY’S 
A THREAT TO THEM, 
AN’ NOW THEY’RE 
SEARCHING FOR yOu 
CAUSE THEY 
THINK YOU KILLED 
KINGPOK! 


“THAT’S TH’ SMOKE YOU 

SAW! THOSE MONSTERS 

ARE BURNING EVERY FARM 
IN THEIR PATH! 


LUCKILY, AIN'T NOBODY 
BEEN KILT YET, AS FAR AS I 
KNOWS, BUT LOTSA FOLKS IS 
HOMELESS AN’ SCARED! 


YOU KNOW WHAT THE 
WORST THING IS? BECAUSE 
OF US, THE ENEMY KNOWS 
THORN |S A MEMBER OF THE 
LOST ROYAL FAMILY. NOW 
SHE’S IN DANGER, TOO. 


MAYBE THAT 
GROUNDHOG WAS 
RIGHT. WE ARE 
TROUBLE! 


C’MON, TEP, 
TAKE US BACK. 


LET’S GET TO THE BOTTOM 
OF THIS NONE WHO BEARS 
THE STAR” BUSINESS BEFORE 
SOMEONE REALLY DOES 
GET HURT - - 





L STIL MONE ONER, 


RUNT: 
CAN’T , 
UNDERSTAND aes STEPPIN 
HOW SHE COUL? 
LEAVE US LIKE 
THAT. 


ald . 
eae 


WELL, BELIEVE IT. 
SHE SLIPPED OFF 
IN TH’ MIDDLE OF THE 
NIGHT WITHOUT SAYIN’ 
MY HAND IN FRONT \ 4 4 A WORD, AN’ NOW 
OF MY FACE. ‘ WE’RE WANDERIN’ 


THAT’S YOUR JUST AROUND OUT 


LAST WARNIN’, CAN’T BELIEVE HERE BLIND’ 
BONE! THORN WOULD 


M 
SORRY! 
Serer ' . re 
| x! av y, 
| 7 up Ng, | 





THORN COULD/VE 
FOUND HER WAY 
THROUGH THIS 
RAIN. SHE COULD 

FIND HER WAY IN TH’ 
DARKEST NIGHT 


LIKE SHE 
WAS FOLLOWING 
A MAP. 


YEAH, WELL, SHE’S 
FOLLOWIN’ PRAGONS 
SOMEWHERE ELSE/ 
FORGET HER! 

WE GOT PROBLEMS 

OF OUR OWN- - 3 


PUT HIM STAY BACK! 
DOWN, I’NVE HAD IT WITH 
EUCLID! THIS TROUBLEMAKER/ 


THIS IS ALL HIS 
FRUIT! 


YES, SHE 
COULD. 
IT’S 
UNCANNY. 


SHE 
FOLLOWS THE 
DRAGONS IN 
THE EARTH. 
JUST LIKE TH’ 
DRAGON 
TOLD HER. 


EUCLID’ 


SAVE IT WHERE’S YER 


FOR LATER! 
LITTLE PRINCESS, NOW? 
THERE COULD BE HUH, BONE? 


RAT CREATURES poli 
SHE’S NOT HERE 
eee TO SAVE YA! 


ALL RIGHT, THAT’S 
ENOUGH. I DON’T 
KNOW WHERE THORN 
Is, BUT UNTIL SHE 
GETS BACK, 37M 
ENFORCING HER 
ORPERS/ 


YOU’RE A 
FOOL, WENPELL/ 
SHE RAN OUT ON US 
LAST NIGHT! WHAT DO 
YOU CARE WHAT SHE 





L CARE 


THE HARVESTARS WERE 
WIPE? OUT FIFTEEN YEARS 
AGO WHEN ATHEIA WAS 
SACKED! THERE’S NOBODY 
ALIVE WITH THAT NAME, 


---OR 
LI’LL PICK YOU 
BOTH UP, AN’ 
KNOCK SOME 
SENSE INTO YOU. 


THERE’VE 
BEEN RUMORS FOR YEARS 
THAT THE LITTLE GIRL 
SURVIVED THE MASSACRE-- 


YEAH, £ KNOW, 
AN’ OL’ 
GRAN’MA BEN 


THERE’S A 
WAR ON, GENTLEMEN. 
CONTROL 
YOURSELVES ... 


GRAN’MA 
BEN --/ 


WHERE’S MY 
GRANDDAUGHTER? 
WHERE’S THORN? 





SHE WAS WITH ipa | Lucius’ 
US LAST NIGHT, Va YOU/RE 
BUT WE GOT UP} ALIVE! 
THIS MORNING, 





COME WITH ME. WE’RE ys LUCIUS TOOK OFF THAT’S RIGHT. 
NEAR THE CAVE NOW, AND | AFTER THORN WITHOUT HE’S A VERY 
YOU CAN DRY OFF - - | A SECOND THOUGHT REMARKABLE 
i ABOUT HIS OWN M 


| i | aN ) \! | | | SAFETY. 
a | col | x’M 
lL | 


| | ii I} you 
\ NOTICED, 
PHONCIBLE. 


COME. 

IT’S NOT SAFE 
OUT HERE, YOU’LL 
CATCH YOUR 
DEATH. 





I’M F-FREEZING, 

FONE BONE. . . 
CAN’T WE 

STOP FOR A 


WE GOTTA 
KEEP MOVIN’, 
SMILEY. 


TRY TO 
KEEP YOUR 
MIND ON 
OTHER THINGS, 


WE HAVE TO 
GET BACK’ 
I’M WORRIED THAT 
SOMETHING BAD 
HAS HAPPENED? 





TALK IT’S LIKE £ 
TO HIM, TED. TOLE YA, SMILEY, 
WE CAN’T THE RAT CREATURES 
HAVE ATTACKED! 
WE’S AT WAR/ 


THERE’S NO 
TIME TO WASTE! 
GRAN’MA BEN AN’ 

SOME OF TH’ 
VENI-YAN MONKS 
HAVE TAKEN UP 


RESIDENCE IN OV’ 
MAN’S CAVE- - 


TH’ RATS MARCHED ACROSS 
TH’ NORTHERN END OF TH’ VALLEY 
STRAIGHT EAST TO WEST- - 
BURNIN’ FARMS AN’ TERRORIZIN’ 
TH’ POPULACE, 





IF YOU’RE NOT 
GONNA EAT US, 
KE OFF! 


. «+ THESE SMALL 


CREATURES ARE 
BRAVE... 


COULP THESE BE THE BONE CREATURES 
WHO HAVE SLAIN OUR KING... 7 js : 


S, e ? 
} 
| 
5 


THEY ARE BONE CREATURES... 
BUT THEY HAVE NO STAR... 


NOT POSSIBLE.... 
THESE CREATURES ARE TOO SMALL... 
..- ANP HELPLESS..... 





THIS CREATURE TRULY IS 
THE KINGPOK SLAYER’ 


NOW TAKE OFF 
BEFORE HE GETS 
REALLY MAD! 





WOO! 


WE’RE KINDA 
LOST. EVEN 
TED CAN’T TELL 
WHICH WAY 
IS WHICH IN 


THE DRAGON 
WOULD BE 
PROUD OF 


ME, 
WOULDN’T 
HE? 


YEAH, THORNY. 
WHICH WAY 
IS OV’ 
MAN’S CAVE 
FROM 
HERE? 


WHY’S YOU 


SW Shy! 


THAT RESCUE 
WAS AS LAST 
MINUTE AS ANY 


GRAN’MA BEN 
WANTED ME TO 
MEET HER 
AT 
OLD MAN’S 


LOOKING 


soci” tiaete B\\“S\ FOR ME. 
TROUBLE 
FOR? 


SPEAKING 
OF WHICH, 
WE BETTER GET 
MOVING. 
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THAT WAY. OLD MAN’S CAVE 
IS DIRECTLY THAT WAY. 


Wow! 

WE WERE 
HEADING IN 
TH’ WRONG 

DIRECTION. 


4) GREAT! LET’S GET 
GOIN’! GRAN’MA’S 
AWAITIN’ ON US! 


HEY, THORN,’ YOU’RE WE’RE NOT GOING 
GOING THE WRONG WAY! TO OLD MAN’S CAVE. 
YOU JUST SAID OLD MAN’S THERE’S NOBODY THERE 
CANE |S THIS WAY! WE CAN TRUST. / 


NOW, C’MON. 
WE NEED TO FIND 
SHELTER. 








I Hl 


. wae in aa Ly 


. «BUT MY LORD, 
I OFFER THESE RUMORS 
OF KINGPOK’S DEATH 
AS PROOF THAT THE BONES ARE 
POWERFUL MAGICIANS ... 


HOW ELSE CAN WE 
EXPLAIN IT? 
KINGDOK WAS ATTACKED, YES... 
BUT HE LIVES’ 


Oo ... YouR 
OBSESSION WITH 
THESE 
OQUTSIPERS o o 
BSPECIALLY THE 
ONE WHO 
BEARS THE STAR o oe 
BBEINS TO — 
US ooo @ 





TWO 
TOGETHER ARE 
NECESSARY TO PERFORM 
THE RITUAL... 

YOU KNOW 


I Must 
HAVE A PARTNER 
TO TIP THE 
BALANCE... 


MANY ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN 
MADE TO REACH THE 


IE VENI-YAN-CARI ... BUT SHE HAS 
woes AWAKENED AND REPELS OUR CALLS... 


THERE ARE OTHER WAYS TO 
SHIFT THE ~ - 


ANOUG@H ABOUT 
THIS STAR BEARER! 
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MASTER... 
PLEASE DO NOT BE ANGRY... 
OUR PLAN IS WORKING! 







THE FLATLANDERS ARE 
BECOMING DISCONNECTED ... 
THE STAR BEARER HAS HELPED 












BY SOWING SEEDS OF DISTRUST 


OUR MILITARY OBJECTIVE... TO AGAINST THE PRAGONS! 


CAUSE WIDESPREAD FEAR AND 
PANIC HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED ... 
WE HAVE SWEPT ACROSS THE VALLEY 
AND BACK ... DESTROYING EVERY 
FARM IN OUR PATH... 


REACH OuT! 
DO YOU NOT FEEL IT? 
THE BALANCE |S SHIFTING! 
SOON YOU WILL BE FREE... 


YES ..0IT IS 
TRUB ooo 
WE ARB COMING 
ELOSER TO THE 
SUBPAGE o o o 





MASTER. .. I AM BUT 
YOUR HUMBLE SERVANT. .. 
I MERELY PROPOSE THAT THE 
VENI-YAN-CARI IS MORE 
POWERFUL AN? POSES 
A GREATER RISK 
SHOULP IT BECOME 
NECESSARY TO PERFORM 
A SACRIFICE... 


THEN HEAR ME, O LORD... 
THE PRINCESS SURELY HAS THE 
POWER TO FREE YOU... 
BUT SHE ALSO HAS THE 


STRENGTH TO DESTROY YOU - - 


WOULP 
TARE YOUR 
PLAGE AS OUR 
BYBS ANP 

FANPS 0 o o 


eco PERHAPS 
YOU ARB 
JZALOUS OF THE 
PRINCESS ANP THAT 
IS WAY YOU 
PREFER THE STAR 
BBARBR o o o 


PLEASE ... MY LORD, 

IF YOU COULD SEE THE OMEN... 
YOU WOULP KNOW THAT THE 
ONE WHO BEARS THE STAR 
1S A VENI-YAN-CARI .. - 

THE TWO OF US WILL BE 
ABLE TO SHIFT THE DREAMING 
.. AN? WITH LESS 
RISK TO YOURSELF. 


POR NOW 
AT LEAST. oo 
YOU ARB OUR 
BYES ooo 


I? TAIS OMEN 
THAT ANNOUNGE? 
THE WHO BRARS THE STAR 
IS AS POWERFUL AS 
YOU SAY. o o 
THEN YOU MAY GONTINUB 
YOUR SBARGH FOR THIS 
CREATURE ooo Cae 


oo oT HAN BB 
PREPARBP 
FOR YOUR BNP 
TO BB VERY. oo 
co VERY oco 
PAINFUL oo o 


ooo BUT IF YOU ARB 
WRONG. o o 





a 


$4.50 
CANADA 








WOULD YOu AIN’T IT HARD ENOUGH I’M 
GUYS MIND KEEPIN’ PATROLLIN’ THE AREA TRYIN’ TO 
IT DOWN IN KEEP YOU GUYS UN-SEEN, 
HERE? YOU GOTTA GO ALL 
WHOOPIN’ IT UP SO I 
GOTTA KEEP YA UN-HEARD 
TOO?! 





OKAY, OKAY. JUST A FEW MORE PLAN? 
WE’LL KEEP IT DAYS, TEP, UNTIL THE ONLY THING I 
WE PROMISE. PLAN. A RAID ON TH’ 


SURROUNDIN’ 
CHERRY TREES! 











THESE WARM SUMMER DAYS aes ware ATTACK HIM, HUH? 
PORENER THORN HIDING. OUR TES IE GONNA WALK 

YOU DON’T HURRY UP PLAN IS TO RIGHT INTO TH’ 
WE GONNA BE HIDIN’ ATTACK THE RAT CREATURES’ CAMP 
FROM THE RAT CREATURES HOOPED ONE. AN’ JES’ POP TH’ HOOPED 
IN A SNOWBANK? ONE ON TH’ CHOPS? 




















NO, TED, OF 
COURSE NOT. 
you KNOW 
BETTER THAN 
THAT. 








I’M NOT SURE LI pO! 
IF ANYBODY WANTS MY 
ADVICE, AN’ CLEARLY 
NO ONE DOES, 

I SAY WE NEED 
TO GET TO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE! 


HE’S RIGHT, THORN. 
WE CAN’T 
DO THIS ALONE. 
G@RAN’MA BEN ANP ALL 
THE VILLAGERS ARE 
THERE. 


/ /) I TOLD you, 


FONE BONE, WE’RE 
NOT GOING TO OLD 


yl MAN'S CAVE. THERE’S 


ALL RIGHT, I’M GOIN’. 
BUT WHEN THIS IS ALL 
ONER, GRAN’MA BEN 
GONNA SG.UISH ME 
LIKE A BUG FOR 
DISOBEYIN’ HER. 


YEAH, OKAY... 


IT’S JUST THAT MAYBE 
I DON’T UNPERSTAND 
TH’ PLAN. 


NO ONE THERE WE 
CAN TRUST. 


ARE YOU SURE 
ABOUT GRAN’MA BEN? 
‘CAUSE 
TO TELL TH’ TRUTH, 
I KINDA MISS HER. 


COULD YOU 
MAKE A LITTLE 
PILE WITH 
THOSE 
DROPPINGS? 


I SAIP NO. 


NOW, PLEASE GO 
BACK ON PATROL, 
AND MAKE SURE THAT 
ANYONE WHO COMES 
THIS WAY- - ANY BIRD, ANY ANIMAL, 
OR ANY INSECT- - ANYONE - - 
iS TURNED AWAY WITHOUT 
SEEING US. 


EXCUSE ME... 
I’M GOING TO FIX 
SOME SUPPER. 
WOULD YOU MIND 
HANDING ME SOME OF 
THAT FUEL, 
SMILEY? 


DRIED ANIMAL DROPPINGS. 


DROPPINGS? 


MAKES A SMOKELESS 
FIRE. 


WE CAN WORK 
ON OUR PLAN 
WHILE WE EAT. 





YEAH, HOW ARE WE 
GONNA GET THE 
HOODED ONE? 

WE DON’T KNOW NOTHIN’ 
ABOUT HIM EXCEPT THAT 
HE APPEARS IN YOUR 


I DON’T KNOW. THERE’S A 
PROTECTIVE SPELL AROUND THE 
HOODED ONE SIMILAR TO 
THE ONE TED AND L 
PUT AROUND THE FOUR 
OF US. 


THESE POWERS LET 
THE HOOVPEPD ONE TRAVEL IN 
- -AND IN SOME CASES 
EVEN acihlaa * - OTHER PEOPLE’S 


YEAH, THORN, 
WHO IS 
THIS GUY, 
ANYWAY? 


WE KNOW HE HAS 
AN ARMY THAT’S OUT 
HUNTING FOR YOU AND 

OUR COUSIN 
PHONEY BONE. 


...BUT I PO KNOW SOME 
THINGS. 


I KNOW 
THE HOODED ONE 
DRAWS HIS POWER FROM 
A DREAM BEING CALLED 
THE LORD OF THE 
Locusts. 


THE MORE FEAR HE 
CAUSES, THE MORE 
POWERFUL HE 
BECOMES, 





SO WHY’S HE 
WANT YOU_AN’ 
PHONEY? 


I BELIEVE HE 
WANTS US BOTH FOR 
THE SAME PURPOSE ... 
TO SPEED 


THE HOODED ONE 


THINKS YOUR COUSIN AND 


I HAVE THE POWER 
TO HELP FREE HIM. 


THE RELEASE 
OF HIS MASTER, 
THE LORD OF THE 
LOCUSTS, WHO 
IS TRAPPED IN 


THEN HE RILED UP FEAR AND 
ANGER AT THE PRAGONS 
FOR HIS PRAGONSLAYER 

SCAM! 


WHOA, WAIT A MINUTE. 
I DON’T GET IT... 
yOu HAVE A POWER, 
SO YOU MIGHT 
BE USEFUL, BUT 
PHONEY DOESN’T/ 
WHAT’S SO SPECIAL 
ABOUT PHONEY? 


THAT’S EXACTLY THE 
KIN? OF THING THAT FEEDS 
THE HOOPEP ONE’S POWERS. 


WE KNOW HE 
CAUSES TROUBLE, 
BUT - - 


WELL, DURING THE 
COW RACE HE TURNED 
THE TOWNSPEOPLE 
AGAINST GRAN’MA BEN ... 


BOY, DO 
WE KNOW, 


MY POINT 
FUNNY WHEN THE IS THAT 
ANGRY MOB ATE /PHONEY WOULD 


IT WAS SORTA 
RUN OUTTA 
BONEVILLE 
BECAUSE ALL TH’ HIGH SOCIETY 
PHONEY MUCKETY-MUCKS 
RAN FOR INTO THE RIVER WITH 
A GIANT CAMPAIGN 
BALLOON OF HIMSELF, 


A BUNCH OF 
PHONEY’S ROTTEN 
PRUNE TARTS, 
AN’ HAP TO 
LEAVE IN A 
HURRY, 


NEVER DO 
ANY THING 
TO HELP THE 
HOOPED ONE 
ON PURPOSE! 





BUT 
WE’RE WALKING INTO A 
NIGHTMARE AN? WE NEED 
TO BE CAREFUL. 


BECAUSE ONCE THE 
LORD OF THE LOCUSTS 
IS FREE, HE HAS TO 
FIND A MORTAL FORM 
TO INHABIT. 


IF HE TAKES OVER THE 
HOODED ONE’S BODY, 
THE HOODED ONE WILL BECOME 
THE MOST POWERFUL BEING 
IN THE WORLD. 


THAT’S IT, 
THORN. 
PACK YOUR STUFF. 
WE’RE GOING TO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE 
RIGHT NOW! 
THIS IS CRAZY, 
SITTING OUT 


THAT’S WHY THE 

RAT CREATURES ARE 
ATTACKING THE VALLEY. 

EVERY FAMILY THAT IS 
TERRORIZED BRINGS HIM 
ONE STEP CLOSER TO THE 

POWER HE NEEDS TO 

RELEASE HIS 


WHY 
WOULD 
ANYBODY 
WANT TO 
RELEASE 
THE LORD OF 
THE 
LOCUSTS? 


--- LORD OF A 
NIGHTMARE EARTH. 


WHY DON’T 
YOU TRUST HER?! 
JEEZ, THORN’ 
YOU’/RE 
FREAKING ME 
Out! 


YOU REMEMBER 
THE STORY 
GRAN’MA TOLP US 
ABOUT THE NIGHT 
MY PARENTS WERE 
KILLED? 





OF COURSE YES. 
I PO! YOU AND we WERE 


YOUR PARENTS BETRAYED. 


WERE ATTACKED BY 
RAT CREATURES. 
THE NURSEMAID BETRAYED 
you TO 
KINGDOK. 


ANP? THERE IS ONE THING 
I’M SURE OF- - 


I KNOW MANY OF MY 
CHILDHOOD MEMORIES WERE 
HIDDEN FROM ME BY 
GRAN’MA BEN ANP THE DRAGONS, 
BUT A LOT 
HAVE RETURNED. . . 





COME, COME. 
IT IS NO USE HIDING. = WHO PARES TO 
I KNOW aoe TRESPASS ON vitae J Pe 


Pp gd OL SEG, 





. +. HAIL, MASTER OF 
THE EASTERN BORDER... 


WHAT PURPOSE 
BRINGS THE MIGHTY 
LEADER OF THE RAT 

CREATURE TRIBES TO 
MISIT MY HUMBLE 


YOU ASK A FAVOR OF ME? 
BAH? YOUR JOURNEY HAS 
BEEN IN VAIN, HOLY ONE - - 


bet Cte 


HUMILITY DOES NOT 
SUIT YOU, LION... 


I HAVE TRAVELED 
FAR TO ASK A BOON 
OF YOU... 


THE TIME FOR ALLIANCES 
IS PAST. YOUR LACKEY KINGPOK 
SHOULD HAVE DELIVERED THAT 
MESSAGE TO YOU... 


OR PERHAPS HE DIDN’T 
HAVE ENOUGH OF HIS THROAT 
LEFT TO SPEAK WITH’ 





AH. KINGBOK, 
HOW GOOD OF 
YOU TO COME. 


WHAT WAS THAT? 
I COULON’T QUITE 
MAKE OUT WHAT 
YOU ARE SAYING. 


-.. CAT GOT 
YOUR 
TONGUE? 
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CONTROL YOURSELF, 
LION.... 
YOU TRY MY PATIENCE... 


YOUR LITTLE SPELLS DON’T I SHOULD LIKE VERY MUCH TO 
FRIGHTEN ME, STICKEATER. TEACH YOU TO BE FRIGHTENED 


STATE YOUR BUSINESS 
OR BE OFF. OF MY LITTLE SPELLS.... 


HOWEVER, MY MISSION 
HERE TODAY IS OF A MORE 
HUMBLE SORT.... 


. FOR QUITE 
SOME TIME I HAVE BEEN SEARCHING 
MADE BY MY GREATEST WARRIORS 
FOR THREE STRANGERS FROM ANOTHER 
TO OBTAIN THESE CREATURES, 
LAND. I BEUEVE YOU KNOW OF THEM... .~. ONLY YOU, LION 


oo BUT ALL HAVE FAILED ME... 
THEY ARE CALLED BONES... . HAVE EVER BEEN ABLE 


MANY ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN 


TO CAPTURE THEM... 





YES, I’VE CAPTURED THEM... 
TWICE, INFACT. WHAT PO YOU 
WANT THEM FOR? 


THE HARVEST MOON? 
BLOOP MOON, YOU MEAN. 
WHAT ARE YOU UP TO, 


STICKEATER? ARE YOU 


PLANNING 
A RITUAL? 
A SACRIFICE, 
PERHAPS? 


I TRIED TO GIVE THEM TO 
YOU ONCE ALREADY. 
BUT KINGPOK INSISTED I 
LEAVE THEM WITHOUT 
PROPER COMPENSATION. 


k THAT IS MY CONCERN. .. 
BUT TIME IS RUNNING SHORT... 
«++ Z MUST HAVE THEM BEFORE 

THE HARVEST MOON... 


CAN YOU 
DELIVER THEM? 


ALL MAGIC IS STRONGER WHEN 
ONE USES THE NATURAL WAXING AND 
WANING OF THE PREAMING RHYTHMS ... 


WILL YOU DO THIS 
THING FOR ME? 


I DID END UP WITH HIS 
TONGUE, OF COURSE, BUT 
I WILL WANT MORE 


NEXT TIME. vienna 


REWARDED. .. 
NAME YOUR 
PRICE, 





I WILL HAVE COMPLETE 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE EASTERN 
MOUNTAINS NORTH OF 
THE OLD TEMPLE. 


A TRIBUTE. ONCE A YEAR 
YOUR HAIRY MEN WILL BRING 
TO ME ONE EIGHTH OF THEIR 


yOu WILL HAVE A FULL 
QUARTER IF YOU ALSO BRING 
TO ME THE DEAD BODY 


DONE. I WILL 
BRING YOU 
YOUR BONE 

CREATURES. 


NOT SO FAST, STICKEATER. 
RITUAL MAGIC ON THE HARVEST 
MOON, EH? 
you MUST HAVE 

GREAT PLANS... 


I WANT TO BE WELL REWARDED. 


WHAT MORE PO YOU 
SUGGEST? 


LET US JUST SAY THAT I 


THE DEAD BODY OF DO NOT WISH THERE TO BE ANY 


THE PRINCESS? OF WHAT RIVALS AT MY PARTY. 
USE |S A DEAD BODY a oe pie AGE 


a 
Y, 
| 


AT A SACRIFICE? 


AND 
YOUR DEAD 
PRINCESS. 





WHAT? 
HOW LONG WAS 
I OUT? 


| 


PHONEY/ 
YOU’RE 
OKAY? 
you 
CAN HEAR 
ME’ 


DAYS! 
YOU WERE OUT 
FOR A LONG 
TIME- ~- 


YEAH, YEAH, 
GREAT, JON, I FEEL 
Quit LIKE I BEEN 
SHOUTING. SLEEPIN’ ON 
A ROCK FOR 
A WEEK. 


YOU HAVE! 
YOU HAD A FEVER 
AN’ YOU WERE 
DELIRIOUS. 





ISN’T IT EXCITING? 
JUST LIKE 
TALES OF THE 


LDEN DAYS! 
= BACK WHEN 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 
WAS THE MYSTICAL 
STRONGHOLD OF 
THE VENI-YAN 
WARRIORS! 





La 


aye 
My 4 
a [eee | ek — 


a a 


5A 


LI THOUGHT YOU DION’T 
LIKE THESE Guys. 
THE TOWNSPEOPLE CALLED 
EM STICKEATERS. 


OH, THAT. 
WE THOUGHT 
THEY WERE 


WE DIPN’T KNOW THEY 
WERE THE ELITE 
ROYAL GUARDIANS 
OF THE DREAMING! 
EVERYBODY THOUGHT 
THE VENI-YAN 
DISAPPEARED ALONG 
WITH THE 
KIN@DOM! 


KINGDOM? 
ROYAL GUARDIANS? 


UH, OH. 
WAIT A MINUTE - - 
IT’S ALL COMING 

BACK TO ME... 


WELL, LOOK 
WHO’S FEELING 
BETTER! 
GOOP MORNING, 
PHONCIBLE! 
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I COMMAND You Vf 
TO TAKE A 
WALK WITH ME. 


NOW, PHONCIBLE, 
IT’S NOT THAT BAD. 
D/L TELL YOU WHAT; 
iF YOU AGREE TO 
BEHAVE YOURSELF, 
Z PROMISE NOT TO 
HAVE YOUR 
HEAD CUT OFF. 


JON, 
PLEASE TELL ME 
GRAN’MA BEN 
ISN’T QUEEN 
OF THE VALLEY! 


PLEASE: : 
















SUCK, 
ISN’T IT? 

















PO YOU KNOW, 
PHONEY, THAT BACK IN THE 
DAYS OF THE KINGDOM, 
MY FAMILY USEP TO 
TRAIN HERE WITH THE 
VENI-YAN WARRIORS. 


so THIS PLACE IS 
WHAT’S THE A SANCTUARY. IT IS THE 
DEAL WITH ALL CENTER OF ALL THAT IS 


THESE MYSTIC 
WARRIORS? Me WORE. ue 













‘ 

NY BY CONCENTRATING ON 

aot. - OUR KINSHIP WITH THE 
AT ONCE... REST OF CREATION. 


OH, 2 . 
YEAH? TO BE HERE, IN THE PREAMING IS 
TRAIN FOR OUR WORLD, AND AT 7 A GREAT RIVER 
WHAT? THE SAME TIME THAT FLOWS AROUND US 
IN THE IN ALL DIRECTIONS... 
DREAMING. : 









WHEN WE BREAM, WE PEER 
THROUGH A FOGGY GLASS 
INTO THE RIVER 
ANP SEE A WORLD THAT 
IS CONNECTED TO ALL 

OTHER LIVING THINGS. 


THERE’S MORE TO THE 
WORLD THAN WHAT YOU 
SEE WITH YOUR EYES, 
YOURE PHONCIBLE. 
STARTIN’ TO 
SCARE ME, 
GRAN’MA. 


COME. 
L WANT 
TO SHOW YOU 
SOMETHING. 


THAT DREAMING WORLD EXISTS 
EVEN WHEN WE ARE AWAKE. 


YOU ARE, 
WITHOUT A POUBT, 
THE MOST 
MATERIALISTIC 
PERSON I KNOW. 


IMPORTANT. 


THESE PICTURES TELL 
A STORY. ANP THIS IS 
THE VERY BEGINING. 


BACK 
WHEN THE 
DRAGONS RULED 
THE EARTH... 





WHEN THE WORLD WAS VERY, VERY 
NEW, THE FIRST DRAGON WAS A 
G.UEEN NAMED MIM. MIM MAINTAINED? 
THE DREAMING BY WATCHING ITS FLOW 
ANP KEEPING IT BALANCED. 


THE DREAMING IS A THING 
OF GREAT DELICACY, AND? BALANCE 
IS MOST IMPORTANT. 


THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS WAS A 
NIGHTMARE BEING WITHOUT SHAPE OR 
FORM WHO COULP EXIST ONLY 
IN THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


BUT HE WANTED? TO MOVE IN 
OUR WORLD TOO, AND TO DO 
THAT - - TO BECOME PART OF 

OUR CRUDE REALITY - - HE WOULD 
HAVE TO TAKE POSSESSION OF A 
MORTAL BEING’S FLESH! 


THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS 
ENTERED HER MIND AND 
THE QUEEN OF THE DRAGONS 
WENT MAB. BALANCE WAS LOST, 
ANP THE WORLD WENT PARK. 


MIM WATCHED THE DREAMING 
WITH CARE, AND ALL 
CREATURES LIVED 
TOGETHER IN PEACE AND 
HARMONY. . . 


. » UNTIL ONE DAY A SPIRIT 
KNOWN AS THE LORD OF 
THE LOCUSTS BECAME UNHAPPY. 


HE CHOSE MIM, QUEEN 
OF THE PRAGONS, THE 
MOST POWERFUL DREAMER 
IN THE WORLD. 


DRAGONS 
AREN’T 
IMMORTAL? J) | 


DRAGONS LIVE FOR A VERY 
LONG TIME, BUT THEY ARE 
MORTAL. EVERYTHING 
IN OUR WORLD IS MORTAL. 


TO SAVE THE WORLD, ALL THE 
OTHER PRAGONS HAP TO MOVE 
AGAINST HER! THEY TURNED HER 

TO STONE, AND THEY TRAPPED THE LORD 
OF THE LOCUSTS INSIDE HER FOREVER’ 


YES, ALIVE. 

HE CAN FAINTLY 
COMMUNICATE WITH BEINGS 
WHO HAVE UNUSUALLY STRONG 
DREAMS, BUT TO THIS DAY 
HE LIES ENCASED IN THE STONE 
CARCASS OF THE 
QUEEN OF THE PRAGONS. 





AFTER THE FRIGHT CAUSED BY THEIR 
QUEEN, THE HIGH COUNCIL OF PRAGONS 
NO LONGER FELT THEY SHOULD BE THE 
SOLE GUARDIANS OF THE DREAMING. . . 


THESE COINS 
WERE FORGED BY THE PRAGONS 
AS A TOKEN OF THE COVENANT 
BETWEEN OUR TWO RACES TO 
UPHOLD ANP MAINTAIN THE BALANCE 
OF THE DREAMING... 


YEAH, YEAH, 
REAL NICE. 
LET’S SKIP AHEAD 
A FEW GENERATIONS. 
WHAT’S THIS GOT 
TO DO WITH ME? 


Y THE RAT CREATURES 


WHAT FOR? ~ THINK YOU DO. 
Z DON’T KNOW 


SO THEY BEGAN TO SEARCH 
FOR A HUMAN THEY COULD 
TRUST, AND THEY FOUND A PAIN 
™~ GIRL NAMED VEN. - 


SHE WAS 
VEN HARVESTAR, THE FIRST 
QQUEEN OF THE HUMANS. 
SHE WAS MY ANCESTOR, 
ANP THORN’S ANCESTOR. 


DEAL. 


SOMEONE 
WANTS 
TO FREE THE 
LORD OF THE 
LOCUSTS . 


= «+» AND 
f THEY NEED you 
TO DO IT. 


THE BEST INFORMATION 
WE HAVE IS THAT 
THE RAT CREATURES 

AN? A ROGUE VENI-YAN , 
WARRIOR CALLED 
THE HOODED ONE 
ARE SEARCHING FOR YOU 
IN ORDER TO FREE 
THE ANCIENT LORD 
OF THE LOCUSTS. 


IVS A 
SETUP! 
I’M BEING 
FRAMED! 





BUT 
I’M INNOCENT 
I DON’T 
KNOW ANYTHING 
ABOUT THIS.’ 
GO GET THE DRAGON! 
YOU HAVE TO STOP 
THE HOODED ONE! 


YES, Lucius HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN 
VERY SPECIAL 

TO MY 
FAMILY. 


Lucius’ 
GOOD OL’ 
LUCIUS’ 


HELL SAVE US! 
HE WON'T LET 
ANY THING HAPPEN 
TO YOU OR THORN’ 
HE’S 
CRAZY 
ABOUT YA. 


BECAUSE YOU GUYS 
ARE OLD SWEETHEARTS, 
HE TOLD ME YOU 
TWO WERE ALMOST 
MARRIED ONCE. 


THAT’S RIDICULOUS! 
LUCIUS AND I NEVER EVEN 
COURTED. WHY, HE WASN’T 

EVEN SWEET ON ME... 


THE DRAGONS WON’T HELP US. 
THAT’S WHY I’VE GATHERED THE 
REMAINING VENI-YAN AN? 
REOCCUPIED OLD MAN’S CAVE, 
IF NEED BE, WE CAN MAKE 
A LAST STAND HERE. 


HIGHNESS. 
LUCIUS DOWN 
HAS RETURNED 

FROM 
PATROL. 


THANK YOu. 
TELL HIM 
WHERE TO FIND 
ME. 


WHY WOULD 
LUCIUS AND 
LI GET 


ALL THIS LOCUST 
STUFF IS JUST A SIMPLE 
MISUNDERSTANDING! 
WE’LL GET IT ALL 
STRAIGHTENED OUT, 
THEN ME AN’ MY COUSINS 
CAN GO HOME, AND 
yOu AN’ LUCIUS CAN 
GET MARRIED, AND 
THORN CAN-- 


--- AT LEAST NOT 
UNTIL IT WAS 
TOO LATE. 





ad NO, acen COULD USING ALL HER 
SIGN OF MY Q IF ANYONE 
+ I’M SORRY. THEM, IT WOULD SKILLS TO THROW 
seam 3 crs em ne be YOU. US OFF HER TRAIL. 


I’M AFRAID 
OR THE MISSING THE DRAGON 


BONE BOYS? 2 WAS A GOOD 
- TEACHER. 


I HAVEN’T THERE’S STILL TIME 
WOULD EXACTLY GIVEN HER SMOKES/ TO KEEP A PATH 


THORN WANT A LOT OF REASONS CLEAR TO THE 
TO THROW TO TRUST ME. FONE SOUTH IF WE 


YOU OFF HER LEX BONE’S 
TRAIL? ~Ss Our SEND A UNIT TONIGHT. 


THERE’S MORE BAD NEWS, 
ROSIE. THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE ON THE MOVE 
AGAIN. THE HOODEP ONE 
IS SETTING UP 
ENCAMPMENTS ON 
ALL SIDES OF US. 


LET HIM ms YOU/RE LUCKY SOMEBOPY’S 
BE LOOKIN’ OUT FOR YOU, 
GO! Lucs. RUNT. OTHERWISE 
WHAT'RE YA WY ve’S suctT IV’ TWIST YER SCRAWNY 
WAITIN’ ON, WORRIED . NECK? 
YA BIG APE?’ }) ABOUT HIS 
FONE BONE COUSINS. 


A LOT LATELY. 





YEAH, YEAH. I HEAR THAT Q 





WHO IS THIS VY 
HOODED ONE 


se = 


= 


OKAY, OKAY, TUST FOR THE 
SAKE OF ARGUMENT, SUPPOSE 
ALL THIS DREAM STUFF 
IS REAL... 


.. WHAT WOULD ACTUALLY 

HAPPEN IF THE HOODED ONE 

MANAGED TO SET THE LORD 
OF THE LOCUSTS 


CHIN UP, 


PHONCIBLE. WE WON’T 
GINE UP THE VALLEY 
WITHOUT A FIGHT. 


NOW IF YOU’LL 
EXCUSE ME, 
I’D BETTER 

GO CHECK OUR 
PROVISIONS. 
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I DON’T 
WEAR PANTS! 
AN’ IF I DID, I 
WOULDN’T NEED ‘EM 
FOR A BATH! 





C’MON, 
FONE BONE’ 
LET’S 

Go! 


DON’T BE 
SO LOup, 
SMILEY. 
REMEMBER WHAT 
TED TOLD US 
ABOUT BEING 
Loup? 





my Pf?! putes 
ss KEEP YOUR 


I’M NOT BEIN’ 


Loup. 


HEY! WHERE’S 


SHE’S IN THE 
BARN LOOKING 
THROUGH HER 
GRANPMOTHER’S 
STUFF. 





HEY!’ 


WATCH WHAT 
YOURE DOING! 
THAT’S MY BATHWATER 
YOU’RE SPILLIN’/ 


SOUNDS KINDA SAD, THE WOLF? 
DOESN’T IT? iF HE DOES, 
TED WILL TURN HIM 
YOU THINK HE’LL AWA 
COME HERE? 


y C’MON, LET’S 
GET THIS WATER 
AROUND BACK. 


os 


(,) 


SINCE WHEN DO 
YOU LIKE TO 
BATHE? 
YOU/RE USUALLY 
LIKE A CAT WHEN 
IT COMES 
TO GETTING WET. 


SINCE WE’VE iN P, 
BEEN LIVING IN THE 
MOUNTAINS FOR WEEKS? 
A GENTLEMAN CAN 
ONLY TAKE SO MUCH 
CAKED-ON DIRT. 


DO you 
HEAR THAT? 


OH! BUT IT’S 
NOT A RAT CREATURE, 
THOUGH, 
RIGHT? 


O, IT’S JUST 
SOME LONELY 
OLD WOLF 
CALLING OUT 
INTO THE 
TWILIGHT. 


Y’KNOW, FONE BONE, IT FEELS 
GOOD TO BE BACK AT 
GRAN’MA BEN’S FARMHOUSE. 
IT’S ALMOST LIKE BEING 

HOME AGAIN. 


HAS THORN 
SAID WHAT THE 
PLAN IS? 
WE’RE NOT LEAVING 
RIGHT AWAY, 
ARE WE? 


THAT’S 
THORN’S 
DECISION. 





WELL, WHAT POES SHE 
WANT? ARE WE GONNA STAY 
HERE, OR ARE WE GONNA GO 

TO OLD MAN’S CAVE? 


I DON’T THINK SHE 
WANTS TO DO EITHER. 
SHE JUST WANTS TO 

GET SOME THINGS AND 

GO BACK TO THE 

MOUNTAINS. 


A kL a a 


WELL, I THINK THORN’S 
GRAN’MA BEN, NOPE WRONG. 
ISN’T IT? SHE DOESN'T I THINK WE CAN TRUST 
THORN DOESN’T TRUST HER. GRAN’MA BEN, AND WE 
TRUST HER SHOUL? GO MEET HER AT 
ANYMORE. OLD MAN’S CAVE, 
LIKE TED WANTS US TO! 
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.-. BUT UNTIL THORN AT 
CHANGES HER MIND, ; y : LEAST UNTIL 
WE’LL JUST HAVE ly oe —— WE HEAR THIS 
TO BE PATIENT. is Be BIG PLAN OF 
, HERS. 


YOU THINK SHE 
REALLY HAS 
A PLAN? 


Qe: SURE HOPE SO. 
PLAN TO SAVE US IF THORN 
FROM THE RAT DID HAVE EAR ero He 
CREATURES, AND TO DEAL A PLAN, WHY RAT CREATURES’ 
WITH THEIR LEADER, WOULDN'T SHE ENCAMPMENT 
THE HOODED ONE. bail ft hla AN? ASSASSINATE 
? THE HOODED 
ONE... 





L’VE MADE 
ARRANGEMENTS WITH TED 
FOR THE BOTH OF YOU TO £& 

STAY HERE AT THE 4 
FARMHOUSE. 


THE REASON L 
HAVEN’T TOLD yOu 
ABOUT IT 
IS BECAUSE 
I’M GOING 
ALONE. 


TED WILL HELP YOU 
FIND FOOD. 
YOU'LL BE SAFER 
HERE THAN YOU 
WOULD BE AT 
OLD MAN’S CAVE. 





NOW WAIT - - 
WHOA, WHOA. 


WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKING 


DOESN’T INVOLVE ME?! 
THE HOODED ONE |S AFTER 
MY COUSIN PHONEY BONE! 

“THE ONE WHO BEARS 

THE STAR” 
REMEMBER? 


ANOTHER WORD - - 

I KNOW YOU’RE MAP AT YOUR 
GRANDMOTHER FOR LYING 
ABOUT THE DEATH 
OF YOUR PARENTS, BUT 
MOVE ON. 


SHE THOUGHT SHE 
AS PROTECTING YOU. 


i 2 
YOU THINK AFTER \~ THIS DOESN’T 
ALL THIS, WE’RE NOT INVOLVE YOU. 
GOING TO BE 
PART OF THE IT’S MY 
PLAN? PROBLEM. 


ALTHOUGH 
I FEEL I SHOULD 
STRESS THAT 
ITISA 
VERY vlad 


I’VE BEEN CHASED OFF CLIFFS, 
PUSHED OFF WATERFALLS, RAINED 
ON, AND BEATEN UP EVERY 
SINGLE DAY SINCE LI 
GOT TO THIS STUPID 
VALLEY! 


Ny 


y, 


| cf\\ 


YOU’/RE NOT 
MAKING THIS 
DECISION WITHOU 

us/ 7 


C’MON, THORN. 
LET’S GO TO 


IT’S NOT JUST 
HER ere THERE’S 





ALMOST EVERY NIGHT 
GRAN’MA BEN APPEARS TO 
ME IN A DREAM... 


BUT SOMETHING IS WRONG. 


It’s JUST IT’S NOT JUST 
A A DREAM! 
DREAM - - YOU DON’T KNOW 

WHAT IT’S LIKE. 


WHAT PIP. 
YOU SAY? 


SHE SEEMS SPLIT IN TWO... 


FIRST PULLING ME IN ONE 
DIRECTION, THEN ANOTHER. 
IT’S LIKE HAVING TWO DIFFERENT 
GRAN’MA BENS BATTLING 
FOR POSSESSION 
OF ME. 


i 

IS YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT 

IT’S LIKE TO NEVER KNOW Mil 

YOUR MOTHER <i I) 
AND FATHER. Jy qo] 


Ya 


ME, AND FONE BONE, CAME HERE, 
AND PHONEY. THAT IS. 
WE’RE ALL THE YOU AND GRAN’MA BEN 
FAMILY WE GOT. TOOK CARE OF US - - 
: EVEN WHEN IT MEANT 
YOUR OWN LIVES 
WOULD BE IN 
DANGER. 











Z WHEN PHONEY 
PULLS SOME STUPID SCAM 
THAT MAKES ME CRAZY, 
I KNOW DEEP DOWN HE DOESN’T 
MEAN TO HURT ANYONE . 
.-. IN HIS MIND, HE’S STILL 
LOOKING OUT FOR US. 

















WHEN WE WERE 
KIDS, PHONEY WAS 
THE OLDEST AND 
HE TOOK CARE 
OF US. 


I ALWAYS 
FIGURED THAT 
WAS WHY HE GOT = DEEP DOWN YOU 
SO RESOURCEFUL y KNOW IF YOU CAN 
ANP STINGY. TRUST SOMEONE. 


ALL RIGHT, FONE BONE. 
ALL RIGHT , SMILEY BONE. 
WE’LL GO TO OLD 
MAN’S CAVE. 


I GUESS... 
DEEP DOWN, I DO 
T 
GRAN’MA BEN. 


HEY, THORN! 
1 CAN I WEAR 
SOME OF THAT 
WAR PAINT, 
i‘? 
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WENDELL, HAVE 
YOUR MEN DIG IN. 
REMEMBER, YOU ARE 
OUR LAST LINE 

OF DEFENSE - - 


WE MUST NOT 
LET THE RAT 
CREATURES CROSS 
THIS RIVER. IF WE DO, 
OLD MAN’S CAVE 

LL BE 


Wl 
SURROUNDED. 


i) 


> er. 
ny 7s 


ites 
oe, 


ia. 
ra . 
> 


- 
a] 
SV 


r 


EN 


Sa 


a ANY I 


HOLD UP. 


THIS IS GOOD - - 
WE SPLIT UP 


CAPTAIN KNOTT, MOVE YOUR 
MEN FORWARD IN A LINE 
AN? HOLD. WAIT FOR THE 
SIGNAL. 


SCOUTS, 
FOLLOW ME. 





JONATHAN, I WANT 
YOU TO GO UP THE MIDDLE 
QUIET AS A GHOST. 

IF YOU SEE THE ENEMY, SNEAK 
BACK AND WARN OUR BOYS 
TO PREPARE THE 

BUSH. 


NOW, REMEMBER, 
DO NOT ENGAGE THE 
ENEMY YOUR JOB IS TO 
WARN OUR BOYS... 


SON, YOU MOVE UP THE WE ARE WELL 
NORTH BANK AND? TRAINED TO 
KEEP YOUR EYES PEELED - ~ SEE. 
OR WHATENER IT IS YOU 
DO WITH THAT HOOD 
PULLED OVER YOUR FACE. 


-.- WE HAVE TO KEEP THOSE 
RATS FROM CROSSING THE RIVER. 


DO NOT PRAW YOUR 
WEAPON 
ITIS ME... 
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DO YOU NOT 
RECOGNIZE ME? 
HAS IT BEEN SO 


Lucius... 
IT IS REALLY ME. 
COME 
CLOSER... 


YOU CANNOT co 
KNOW HOW PAINFUL e ae 2 ay MY BABY SISTER...? HOWIS 
IT HAS BEEN TO ‘ ; * See Aes _J/o=e- MOM ROSE? HAVE YOU TAKEN GOOD 
BE APART FROM i os ee >} > CARE OF HER? 
YOU... et Men ae a Ser 
I HAVE 
ACHED TO BE 
WITH YOU... 





HOW SWEET IT IS 
TO SEE YOU... 


HOW CAN THIS BE, BRIAR? 
YOU WERE KILLED THAT NIGHT 
ON THE MOUNTAIN PASS - - THE 
NIGHT THORN’S PARENTS 
WERE MURPERED. .. 


ROSE 
SAW YOU - - 
YOUR BODY WAS 
CUT IN TWO. 


TRUE... 
L DIED THAT 
NIGHT 
FIFTEEN 
YEARS 
AGO. 


AND YET... HERE YOU 
ARE... AS BEAUTIFUL AS 
YOU EVER WERE IN LIFE... 


THAT IS BECAUSE I 
FOUND SOMETHING 
BETTER THAN 
LIFE! 








WHAT HAVE 
I DONE? 





YOUR 
MAJESTY... 


WE’VE SENT OUT 
A TEAM OF 
WARRIORS TO 
RE-ESTABLISH 
CONTACT. 


MOST OF THE 
VILLAGERS ARE 
SAFELY IN 
THE CAVE. 


STILL 
NO WORD 
FROM LUCIUS 


AND 
STILL NO 
SIGN OF 

THORN? 


I THOUGHT NOT. 


PLEASE KEEP 
THE CAMP ON 
ALERT, 
CAPTAIN. 


NOW WHERE WERE WE, 
PHONCIBLE? 


YOU WERE TALKING 
ABOUT MY SOUL. 





AH, YES, YOUR SOUL IS THAT BIT “eam BACH OF US, IN FACT, IS 
E DRE . ( A SMALL CONCENTRATED BIT OF 
{OF THE DREAMING THAT MAKES YOU EEE eset rigly ney tel 
. IN THE CURRENTS OF 
THE GREAT DREAMING RIVER THAT 
FLOWS ALL AROUND US. ag 
YEAH, YEAH. 
EVERYTHING’S 
A BIG DREAM TO 
YOU, ISN’T IT, 
ROSE? 


WITHIN OURSELVES ... / NO THORN IS SUCH A PERSON. 
THE DREAMING MAY FLOW A PERSON A PERHAPS YOU ARE TOO. 
IN MANY DIRECTIONS. a 
WOULD BE VERY ‘ 
BUT OCCASIONALLY A 
STRONG AND 4 HMM, WELL. 
THERE IS ONE BORN ED BY , 
GIFT : ZA STRONG AND GIFTED... 
WITHIN WHOM ALL THE i ZN), Saar i hee 4 
CURRENTS ARE ALIGNED. S 4 ) |, ee elas Co. 
? , \/ DON’T SEE WHY THE 
HOOPED ONE WANTS 
MY SOUL - - 


IT - - IT’S THE GITCHY FEELIN’... 
THAT TERRIBLE FEELING THAT MAKES 

— YOUR HEAD SWIM ANP YOUR LEGS 

GRAN’MA’ © WOBBLE, IT’S A POWERFUL OMEN 


belied ee N OF BAD THINGS TO COME! 


ARE YOU 
GONNA BE 
OKAY? 





YES, I... Z JUST HOPE 
THAT MY GRANDDAUGHTER 
IS SAFE.... 


WHAT HAPPENED? YOUR MAJESTY? 
a LOOK! LOOK AT 

THE EASTERN 

MOUNTAINS, 


4 THAT’S THE MOUNTAIN 

MW RANGE WHERE THE LORD OF ; 
THE LOCUSTS LIES ee 
ENTOMBED IN STONE. 





HOLY a No P YOUR HIGHNESS/ . GET THEM 
SMOKE. gar wets INSIDE_AND 
’ aa IS OUTSIDE om GATES. 
THE CAMP! oe site 
ro lee 
THAT’S A 
RAT CREATURES, 
BAD . 
SIGN. 


Lucius’ THE RATS I SHOULD HAVE 
WHAT HAPPENED? CAUGHT US BY BEEN WITH 7 SEER : 
THE RIVER AND you. 
SLAUGHTERED US. HERE. TAKE HIM. 
IF REINFORCEMENTS I DON’T KNOW IF 
HADN’T ARRIVED, WE HE’S STILL 
WOULD’VE BEEN ee ALIVE OR NOT. 


FINISHED. 


IT’S ALL MY FAULT, ROSE. 
i cca CALM. BE CALM. 


WE MUST PREPARE 
THE RAT CREATURES 
HAVE US COMPLETELY FOR OUR FINAL STAND. 


SURROUNDED, 


I JUST PRAY 
THAT THORN 
IS SAFE... 
WHEREVER 
SHE Is. 

















| a 


IT WAS BRIAR, BUT HOW I CAN’T EXPLAIN IT, 
I’M SURE 


BUT IT IS TRUE. 


YOUR SISTER IS THE 
HOOPDED ONE. OH... BRIAR... 
POOR, PEAR BRIAR... 


OF IT. 





\ IT MUST BE THE J ‘(+++ AND NOW SHE IS 
yf LORD OF THE LOCUSTS. | |. GOING TO REPAY 
HE’S KEPT HER ALIVE | THAT DEBT By 
ALL THESE YEARS... SETTING HIM FREE. 


IF EVER WE NEEDED > BUT THE COUNCILS 
Me THE GREAT RED DRAGON, Hi DECISION WAS FINAL. 


_ WE NEED HIM NOW. 


ERE’S NOTHIN I PLEADED WITH THE - » -THE DRAGONS ARE GOING 
Cine HIGH COUNCIL UNDERGROUND FOR GOOD. 

TO CHANGE IN DEREN GARD FOR | 
THEIR MINDS? J THREE DAYS... WE FACE THE EN? ALONE, 

EVEN WITH THE RED 

DRAGON BY MY SIDE 

I WAS UNABLE TO SWAY 
THEM. 





IT’S ALL RIGHT, PHONEY BONE! 
CAPTAIN. \ WHOSE FAULT, 


? 
TI : 
WENDEL? ‘ i aa 


“THE ONE WHO BEARS 
THE STAR/” 


HE’S THE ONE a. 
THE RAT CREATURES ARE 
AFTER. THEY TORE UP THE 
VALLEY LOOKING FOR HIM. 


Y YEAK! NOW THE RAT CREATURES EVEN IF HE WAS ALL 


peop THE RAT CREATURES 
Ee eee WANTED, I WOULDN'T ADVISE 


GIVING THEM THE ONE THING 
HAN? HIM OVER! THEY NEED TO WIN 
THIS WAR. 


OUR FRIEN?S OUT THERE Loe OF Tie? --THAT’S JUST A STORY! 
____ BELIEVE THAT THE ; GIVE THEM PHONEY BONE AND 
‘ONE WHO BEARS THE STAR YOU MEAN LET ‘EM TRY! WHAT CAN 


CAN FREE THE ANCIENT THE LOR? OF THE LOCUSTS 
LORD OF THE LOcusTS. ee 90 TO us? 


QUEEN OF 
THE DRAGONS? | 





THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS WHY DON’T YOU CK OFF, WENDELL. 
DRE. eit ale thy TAKE a all Te ners Eneaee 
AMING THAT FLOWS STICKEAT 2 
THROUGH YOU. THE GATES, REMEMBER? 


HE RAN AWAY BECAUSE 
YOU SCARED HIM! 
UICKLY,! 
WE HAVE TO FIN? HIM/ 


SPREAP OUT 
AND SEARCH THE CAMP - - 
FIND THAT BONE,” IF HE 
ENDS UP IN THE WRONG 
HANDS, IT’S GOING TO 
BE A REAL SHORT WAR. 





Me 





HOLD IT 
RIGHT THERE, 


| HAVEN’T YOU CAUSED 
pine alae Ml Ly ENOUGH TROUBLE? 


YOURE GOING? LHAD Ti EVERYONE WAS IN 
wie DANGER AS LONG AS 
- I STAYED THERE... 


HORSE KNOBBIES// 

YOU DON’T CARE 

ABOUT ANYBOPDY’S 
y 


ur SAFETY: 
RAT CREATURES WANT. {SOS “2 YOU WERE RUNNING 
A AWAY... 


.- -2’M THE ONE THE 


I THOUGHT IF 
LI LEFT, THE REST 
OF YOU WOULD BE 

SAFE! 


¥ 





... AN? NOW YOU'RE 
PUTTING THE REST 
OF US IN WORSE 
DANGER! 


GRAN’MA, 

L SWEAR I 
DON’T KNOW 
WHY THEY’RE 
AFTER ME - - 


‘ty “eT 
Wf) 
W 





NAAM! unpevievaster 272% 
THE STORIES ABOUT YOU ARE 
TRUE, COW WOMAN! YOU ARE 


STRONG AND HARP AS ROCK’ 


..-. BUT ITIS NOT YOU L Ka — .. AND HIS 
AM AFTER ... TONIGHT ‘ FRIEND, THE PRINCESS! 
I HUNT FOR THE ONE WHO -— 
BEARS THE STAR... 











f you Guys Gotta ¥/ 
GET AWAY FROM ME! Z$ age el US, 
EVERYBODY’S WE’RE GOING TO 


AFTER ME BECAUSE OLD MAN’S CAVE. 
OU’LL BE 


I WEAR A STAR 
ON MY SHIRT! 


wn Honeys VN 
DOING HERE? A ed 
a 


[wor x sust vert THERE! : 
) T THERE! 
THE RAT CREATURES HAVE : is THERE: way Dery 
THE PLACE SURROUNDED, WHERE’S A GIANT LION SAE Sey 
GRAN’MA BEN? | | ATTACKED HER- -]} ) 
— SA 






WAIT, THORN,’ YOU : 
CAN’T FIGHT THAT LION- - 
LET’S FIND THE PRAGON! 


~~ .( PRINCESS THORN, )/ 

= RESUME ... 
a f | 

“ 4 
oh x OUT 





YOU ARE COMING 
WITH ME AS WED, 
STARBEARER. . . 


\ s cmon, cuz Y \\ 
- 
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. BUT JUST BARELY. 


"YOU MUST HURRY 
OR SHE WILL 
DIE. 





VETS G0! we nave to 


SAVE HER/ 


YOU - - YOU’RE NOT COMING 
WITH ME? 


THE HIGH COUNCIL OF DRAGONS 
HAS FORBIDDEN IT. 
I MUST REMAIN APART. 


THE VALLEY IS 
COUNTING ON 
you. 





paul ARE WE 
ONNA 9O?/ 
Rock TAW 


PHONEY/ 


HE’S ALS la 
THERE! 


CHON! 


HE TOOK THORN AND? 
PHONEY AND CARRIED 
THEM OFF IN 
HIS MOUTH, 





GOOD. 
THAT’S ALL 


NO. I HAVE TO 


DON’T TALK, ie YOU CAN DO. 


Lucius. } NOW 
SAVE YOUR : GO AFTER 
STRENGTH. Tan 4 


I’LL GET MYSELF BACK. 
YOU HAVE TO BEAT THAT 
LION TO PHONEY BONE- ~- 
OR WORSE... 
YOU HAVE TO BEAT HIM 
TO THORN. A 


ALL RIGHT, 
Lucius. 


GOOD-BYE. 


‘= 
¢ 
‘3 


“a “ae 
x ~ 
m* 


oa 








THERE’S 
PHONEY - - 
BUT WHERE’S 
THORN? YOU THINK 
SHE’S STILL 
OKAY? 


AT LAST, STARBEARER .... 
WE ARE COME 
FACE-TO-FACE .... 


YOU HAVE BOLDLY THREATENEP US.... / IT SEEMS YOUR LUCK HAS 
..» AN? UP UNTIL NOW ... YOU HAVE / RUN OUT... 
PERHAPS YOU ARE NOT AS POWERFUL 
A MYSTIC AS YOU THOUGHT .... 


> 
LOOK, BUDDY, I’M NOT 

ANY KIN? OF MYSTIC. AND 

I NEVER THREATENED YOU! 


CRAZY MIX-UP! 





SILENCE... a’, 
FROM THIS MOMENT ON YOUR DESTINY IS hii FORGET IT” 
HAND, I AIN’T TAKIN’ 


WITH ME.... / PHONCIBLE P. BONE. YOUR CREEPY 
TOGETHER WE WILL FREE OUR MASTER \ TOUCH ME... 
.»» THE ANCIENT LORD OF 


THE BLOOD MOON WAXES FULL... 
THE FORCES OF THE 
DREAMING .... AN? OUR MASTER ... ARE 
BEING DRAWN CLOSER 
TO THE STONE SURFACE THAT 
SEPARATES US... 


? SACRIFICE? 
NOW, HOLD ON, PAL. 


SERIOUSLY, YOU GOT 
\" THE WRONG GUY! 
IT’S ALL A 
BIG MISTAKE! 


PO YOU CALL THIS... 
A MISTAKE? 
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) / p 
ff « 
/ “S=—aWAWAVAY, 
THE OMEN THAT do 


FORETOLD YOUR COMING! 





YOU CHASED ME ALL OVER 
KINGDOM COME BECAUSE IT’S PHONEY’S YEAH! THE SAME 
OF THAT?/. CAMPAIGN BALLOON’ BALLOON THAT GOT US 
. O Boy. THE ONE THAT CHASED RUN OUT OF 
MISS CRAB-BONE INTO BONEVILLE IN THE 
FONE BONE |S THE RIVER! FIRST PLACE. 
GONNA BE CRANKY 
WHEN HE FINDS 
OUT ABOUT 


THIS IS WHY YOU’VE T WILL NOW USE My 
2 THOUGHT 7OU BEEN SEARCHING FOR ME?!) scytue... TO CONNECT 


CAUGHT IT AND LET IT’S A CAMPAIGN 
le aad < eens BALLOON! THE BANNER YOUR SOUL ... DIRECTLY TO 
‘ yOu DID! USED TO SAY: THE LIVING ROCK... 


IT MUST HAVE PHONCIBLE P. BONE 
FLOATED WILL GET YOUR 
HERE ACROSS THE . 
DESERT. 


AS SOON 

AS WE SAVE HIM 
FROM THIS 
SACRIFICE, 


VS 
KILL HIM! 


THAT BONE — Wa r AH, WELCOME, ROSE HARVESTAR ... 
CREATURE IS NOT . prasienngay 
A VENI-YAN-CARI. 
LET HIM GO! , 

















WHERE I CONFESS, MY SISTER... 
IS SHE, THAT SEEING YOU ALIVE IS 
BRIAR? | 

QUITE AMAZING... 


«+++ Z HAD THOUGHT - WHERE IS 


YOU DIED THE SAME SHE, THE ONE YOU THOUGHT WOULD BE 
BRIAR? 


MN NIGHT Z DID. fi’ EA THE FUTURE RULER OF THE LAND... 


WHAT YOU HAVE KILLED, BRIAR, 
IS YOUR ONLY CHANCE TO FREE 
YOUR MASTER - - 

THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS. 


Wy . BUT SHE IS 
DEAD! od 


AS YOU BOTH 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
FIFTEEN YEARS AGO 
ON THAT MOUNTAIN 


EVEN Z CAN SEE THIS BALLOON IS NO 
OMEN OF POWER - - IT IS MERELY 
A SYMBOL OF PRIDE AND VANITY! 


. YOUR JEALOUSY OF THE TRUE 

\\ VENI-YAN-CARI HAS BLINDED YOU - - 

~~ AND YOU HAVE BADLY 
MISCALCULATED, MY SISTER. 
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YOU HAVE BROUGHT 
CE UPON MY 
PEOPLE IN THE EYES OF THE 


LORP OF THE LOCUSTS . 





OF MY 
WAY?! | 

\ Nt 
NA NN 


) 


“CNINGON, 
\ “TWORN! 


MMi SAW, 


\ 

| Ni 
\ {Ma 
\ ‘nN Ah 
yt ! Nh ( My, 
ye At My, f 





a q 
o ie p 
CAN YOU WALK? \/ 
WE HAVE TO 
GET OUT 
/ OF HERE! 
I / y ! 
e ' , 
| ‘ u 
1 
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HOWS YOU 
DOIN’? 





! NOT TOO 
GOOD. 


I’SE REAL 
SORRY TO 

HEAR THAT. 
THORN WILL 
BE, TOO. 


THE DRAGONS ... 
HAVE GONE 
UNPERGROUND FOR 
GOOD. 
GRAN’MA SAID SO. 


Zz GOT TO 
FIND GRAN’MA BEN’ 
OR Lucius’ 
YOU KNOW WHERE 
LUCIUS IS, 
TONNY? 


LISTEN, JON - - 
THORN SENT ME AHEAD TO 
FIND GRAN’MA BEN AN’ THE 
DRAGONS - - TO TELL‘EM 

~ THAT THORN’S COMIN’ 
TO JOIN ‘EM. 


BUT JON - - 

I CAN’T FIND NO DRAGONS - - 
I CAN’T FIND NO GRAN’MA BENS! 
AN’ I THOUGHT THORNY’D 
BE HERE BY NOW. 


WHERE 1S 
EVERYBODY? 


FOR GOOD? 
OH, IT KNEW WE SHOULDA 
COME BACK SOONER’ 
I TOLD THAT GIRL, BUT 
SHE WOULDN’T 
LISTEN! 


OH, BOY... 

IF THEM PRAGONS 
GONE DOWN INTO 
TANEN GARD, THAT’S A 
SURE SIGN THE 
ENDTIMES IS 
NEAR. 


THEY DISAPPEARED. 
EVERYBODY 
SAYS LUCIUS 
DONE IT. 
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THEY SAY HE LI DON’T KNOW! BUT I SAW HIM IN 
DONE SOMETHIN’ THE ARMS OF THE HOODED ONE - - 
TO GRAN’MA BEN ANP SHE WAS A WOMAN! THE TWO OF 
AN’ PHONEY BONE. ‘EM JUST STOOD THERE AN’ WATCHED 

WHILE THE RAT CREATURES SNUCK UP 


THAT’S 
RIPICULOUS! 
WHY WOULD 

HE PO 
ANYTHING TO 

THEM? 


L TOLD THE HEADMASTER 
ABOUT IT, AN’ HE SAID 
LUCIUS WAS A TRAITOR! 
I JUST... 


WHY, WHEN OL’ ROSE BEN 
HAD TO PICK UP STAKES AN’ 
MOVE TO THE NORTHERN 
END OF THE VALLEY, 
LUCIUS COME WITH HER, JUST 
TO MAKE SURE SHE 
AND HER GRANDDAUGHTER 
WAS SAFE! 


AND AMBUSHED OUR REGIMENT. 


I COULDN’T UNDERSTAND 
WHY HE’? PO THAT... 


NOW, SON, HE’S 
NO TRAITOR. 
THERE’S A 
EXPLANATION, 
YOU CAN COUNT 
ON IT’ 


LUCIUS DOWN IS 
A HERO. AN’ A 
MORE LOYAL SOUL 
NEVER MET. 
ESPECIALLY WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
GRAN’MA BEN! 


DON’T YOU WORRY NONE. 
IF THEY’S ANY HUMAN 
BEING YOU CAN COUNT ON, 

iTS LUCIUS DOWN. 
I PROMISE YOU THAT. 





Sie os ag DON, WORRY 
7 CEOR TELLING THE YOU DONE THE 
HEADMASTER ... ? RIGHT THING. 
LUCIUS WOULD 
BE PROUD 
OF YOU. 


YOU GONNA 
BE OKAY? 


OKEE-DOKEE, 
JONNY BOY! 
Z’LL FIND 
OV’ LUCIUS, AN’ 
YOU REST UP, 
‘CAUSE YOUR 
REGIMENT GONNA 
NEED YOU 
REAL SOON. 





OH, YES, @ 
OF COURSE. 
HAS SOMETHING 
HAPPENED? 


THE 
HEADMASTER 
REQUESTS YOUR 
PRESENCE ON 
THE MAIN 
GATE. 


y < BELIEVE THE 


SITUATION 


HAS BECOME 





WORSE? 
THE EARTH 
WHAT DO YOU TREMORS. 


MEAN? .» «THE 


HEADMASTER 
FEARS THE 
END MAY 
BE COMING. 


> a YES, TINSMITH. 
Te cwine Ry YOU ARE LUCIUS DOWN’S 


FOR YOu. | Py td BEST FRIEND, CORRECT? 


WELL, 
COMMANPER BDOWN 
AN? THE QUEEN 
ARE 
MISSING. 


THEY HAVE BEEN MISSING SINCE 
EARLY TODAY, AND WE ARE HOPING YOU 
CAN SHED SOME LIGHT 
ON THEIR DISAPPEARANCE. 


t’M HIS BEST 
FRIEND? 
I THOUGHT HE WAS 
ONE OF YOU - - 
.. VENI YAN 
MONKS. 
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L BELIEVE YOU 
WERE a TO 


SAY 
STICK-EATERS. 


WE KNOW 
HOW YOU FEEL 
ABOUT OUR 
ORDER, 
TINSMITH. 


BUT YOU ARE 
WRONG ABOUT 
LUCIUS DOWN. 
HE WAS NEVER 

ONE OF US. 


HE FELT 
THAT OUR ORPER’S 
OATH OF LOYALTY 

CONFLICTED 
WITH HIS PUTIES. .. 


AN? AS YOU KNOW, EVEN IN THE OLD 
7 DAYS, LUCIUS WAS PASSIONATELY 
LOYAL TO THE TWO PRINCESSES 
BRIAR AND ROSE. 


. « WHICH, AS 
CAPTAIN OF THE 
GUARD, WAS TO 

PROTECT THE 

ROYAL FAMILY. 


I UNDERSTAND 
THE DISAPPEARANCE OF 


YES, WELL... 


AT BEST, HIS PHONEY BONE,’ YES, SIR’ 


THE RAT CREATURES WANT 


ALLEGIANCES COMMANDER DOWN AND 
ARE FOGGY. 


QUEEN ROSE MAY BE 
LINKED TO ONE OF 
THE BONE CREATURES... 
THE ONE WITH THE 
STAR ON HIS SHIRT. 


SOMETHING ABOUT 
THE STAR ON HIS 


SHIRT. THE STAR. 


HIM! THAT’S WHY THEY’VE 
SURROUNDED US’ ‘ 
THAT’S WHY WE’RE 
AT WAR! 


THIS 
WHOLE THING 
IS PHONEY BONE’S 


“THE ONE WHO BEARS 


LOOK OUT THERE, TINSMITH. 

DO YOU SEE THE LEGIONS OF OUR 
ENEMIES CAMPED AT OUR DOORSTEP? 
DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE THEY’VE 
COME HERE FOR ONE OF THE 
RIDICULOUS BONES? 

He Getee 


ee 
ae * 


nal “i 





WHAT ARE & TELL ME, 
you TINSMITH, 
TALKING HAVE YOU EVER 
SEEN ONE 
OF THESE 
BEFORE? 


IT HAS A 
STAR 


WHICH REPRESENTS 
THE PREAMING.. . 
THE SOURCE OF 

LIFE ITSELF. ¢ 


OLD ROSE BEN 
ANP HER 
GRANDDAUGHTER 
THORN ARE THE 
CURRENT 
KEEPERS OF 


THE EARTH TREMBLES, 
MY FRIEND. THE 
LORD OF THE LOCUSTS 
MAY SOON WALK 
AMONG US. 


.- - YOU'RE 
SERIOUS’ 


HAS THE KINGDOM BEEN GONE 
SO LONG THAT YOU NO LONGER 
EVEN RECOGNIZE THE ROYAL SEAL? 
THE HARVESTAR FAMILY CREST? 


THEY HAVE SECRETS THAT COULD 
HELP THE RAT CREATURES FREE 
OUR OLDEST ENEMY... 


THERE .. . IMPRISONED UNDER THAT 
SMOKING MOUNTAIN LIES 
THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS. 


LORD OF THE LOCUSTS? 

YOU DON’T EXPECT MY VILLAGERS 
TO BELIEVE THAT OLD STICKEATERS 
TALE ABOUT A DEVIL THAT THE 
DRAGONS TURNED TO STONE? 


IF THE QUEEN 
AND? HER 
GRANDDAUGHTER 
WERE TO FALL 
INTO THE 
WRONG HANPS ... 





WHAT IS ; 
BLOODY STARS! HAPPENING? THERE is 


/ 7 MOVEMENT 
THE MOUNTAIN’ ! 
BLOWING Une” : HeapMastER = . . eee 


TO YOUR 
POSTS. 


THE VILLAGERS - - 
MY FAMILY - - 


THIS IS IT, TINSMITH. 
GO TO YOUR PEOPLE 
ANP LEAD THEM 
WELL. 








THIS IS CRAZY! 
WE’LL NEVER GET 
OFF THIS 
MOUNTAIN 
BEFORE |T 
EXPLODES! 


Ww > - y 
Ve Lp oe) ® \ 

Beye BS YK r\ \ 
NCC 
7B \e xe \\\; 
Gay \ei y 


4.0 


4 





my YOU OKAY, 5 MINUTE 
ma 4=FONE BONE? . MINUTE, 
| SMILEY-'- 
: THANKS TO (777 OX” TUE 
Ni ff % ha 
eo / 
y y ' mo 


aan 
4, 


J 


2 








sad > 
aoe 





i. I KNOW A SHORTCUT 
DOWN THE MOUNTAIN = - 
oie IT’LL SHEL 


SOMEWHERE 
ji AROUND? 
HERE |S 

THE ENTRANCE I 
O A SECRET £ 





. HERE IT IS’ 
THIS IS THE SAME 

TUNNEL WE USED 

TO ESCAPE FROM 
ROCK JAW! 


HUH, UH 
NO WAY! 
I’M NOT 
GOIN’ IN 


THERE! 
WHAT IF THE 
WHOLE 
MOUNTAIN 

O' 


HE’S TEARING 
THE ENTRANCE 
APART WITH 
HIS JAWS! 


UH... 
MAYBE THIS ISN’T 
SUCH A 
GOOD IDEA... 


I THINK THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
DOWN THERE. 


BUT WE i 
CAN’T STAY 

HERE; EVEN @& 
GRAN’MA BEN 





WE HAVE TO 
GO DOWN 
THEN. 


DON’T YOU OH, MY GOSH! 
REMEMBER? THAT’S RIGHT! 
THIS TUNNEL LEADS ANP WE ALL 
TO THE OLD BEGAN TO 
RAT CREATURE HALLUCINATE/ 
TEMPLE! 


FONE BONE’ 
WHAT 
ABOUT 
THE DREAMS? 


GRAN’MA! 
SMILEY AND L 


WE’LL BE 
OVERWHELMED 


HAVE BEEN HERE BY NIGHTMARES, 


BEFORE. 


I KNOW... 


THERE’S A GOOD 
CHANCE THAT IF 


WE GO INTO 
THIS TUNNEL, 
WE = - 


I’VE BEEN HERE 


BEFORE AS WELL. 


THERE’S 
THAT NOISE 
AGAIN! 


A LONG, LONG 
TIME AGO. 





WE WILL BE 
SAFE IN THE 
OLD TEMPLE. 


WHEN I LET 


ON YOUR FEET Boys’ | 











HEADMASTER! GO THERE. 
AN ARMY TAKE 
FROM PAWA AS MANY 
IS GATHERING OF THE VILLAGERS 
A E AS ARE WILLING 
SOUTHERN TO FOLLOW - - 
ARCH. 








THE ANCIENT LOR? WILL 
MOVE SWIFTLY 


WHAT ARE 
YOUR ORDERS? 


GATHER 
ALL THE VILLAGERS 
INTO THE CAVE. 


THEN PULL OUR MEN BACK. 


WE DON’T HAVE MUCH 
TIME TO REACH 
SHELTER. 


ACROSS THE VALLEY... 


“GREAT DARKNESS 
FALLS ACROSS 
OUR GENERATION. 
MAY WE BE 
EQUAL TO 
THE BURDEN. ”” 


HEADMASTER - - 


THE TIME IS 
COME. 


WHAT ABOUT THE 
ATTACK ON THE 
SOUTHERN ARCH? 


IT NO 
LONGER 
MATTERS. 
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DOES THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS 
ROAM THE EARTH ATLAST? 4 





NO... ? BUT I GATHERED 


TOGETHER ALL THE FORCES / : your FRE. A SON, 
NECESSARY TO FREE YOU - - 7 ONLY PART 
: OF OUR 
YOU GATHERED ; POWERS 
THEM IN THE os ESCAPED... 
WRONG 
CONFIGURATION. 


YOU MUST SBZK 
OUT OUR MISSING 
POWERS ANP RETURN 
THEM TO US oo @ 


MY LORD ...I BEG YOUR 
FORGIVENESS .... 
I -- WAS BLINDED BY 
MY JEALOUSY OF THE 
YOUNG PRINCESS - - 


I WILL FIN? THEM 
AT ONCE, MY LORD, 





IT LOOKS 
AS IF WE 
ARE NEEDED 

AFTER ALL. 





IT’S AWFUL HOT 
DOWN HERE. 
ANYBODY ELSE 
HAVING TROUBLE 
BREATHING? 


AVAST, YA SWAB’ 
I TOL’ YER 
TO HOLD THAT 
CANDLE STILL’ 


HOW MUCH FARTHER, 
FONE BONE? 
I DON’T 
REMEMBER THE 
TUNNEL BEING 
THIS LONG... 
L THINK WE 
MISSED A TURN 
SOMEWHERE. . . 


HOLD THAT 
CANDLE STILL 
SO WE 
CAN SEE! 


Oo 
TH’ TUNNEL’S 
STARTING TO 
SHAKE! 


AN’ WATCH 
WHERE YE 
POINT THAT 





SOMETHIN’ WRONG, ARRR/ 
FONE BONE? WHAT’D I 
TELL YER 
ABOUT THAT 
CANDLE, 
ISHMAEL? 


SURE... 
BUT I HAVE A 
HARPOON. 


EVERYBODY STAY CALM. THIS IS 
HEY! JUST A HALLUCINATION? 
WHERE’s | WE’RE PROBABLY BREATHING 
MY LEG?! SOME UNDERGROUND? 
GAS OR SOMETHING. 


NO, WE’RE 
NOT! 
i 
y THE POWER 
OF THE 
DREAMING! 


ISN’T THAT CUTE? 
PHONEY’S GOT 
A LITTLE HAT 


YOU ONLY 
HAVE ONE EYE, 
TOO! 


SMILEY, 


THE PREAMING 


PHONEY/ IT’S A DREAM OH, COME ON/ 
IT’S NOT CAUSED BY THE A MASS 
REAL! MYSTICAL HALLUCINATION 
GET A POWERS OF LIKE THIS MUST BE 
HOLD OF THE EARTH CAUSED By OH, YEAH? 


HAS A CHEMICAL 


YOURSELF’ ITSELF - - A SUBSTANCE THAT LIKE WHAT? 


EFFECT ON OUR 
BRAINS, NOT 
By MYSTICAL 

POWERS! 


IS JUST A LOCAL 
SUPERSTITION - - 





MYSTICAL POWERS ... INVISIBLE 


LIKE AN 
GAS ... SEEMS TO ME 
INVISIBLE LIKE YOU’RE OHMYGOSH! 


dial SPLITTING YOU/RE 
HAIRS. RIGHT! 


BUT IF IT IS GAS, 
DON’T YOU THINK 
YOU SHOULD DOUSE 
THAT OPEN FLAME? 


GRAN’MA! ICE DIP SHE 
WHAT HAPPENED? COLD?) SUCCUMB 
IT’S TO THE 
A GAS? 
BILLION 
THORN JUST DEGREES 
COLLAPSED! 
AN? SHE’S 
ICE COLD. 


COME HERE, 
EVERYONE... 

GET CLOSE’ 
TRY TO KEEP 
HER WARM. 


WHAT DO 
you = UP THERE, - - WHEN ALL 
MEAN : JUST NOW... THE LOCUSTS 
THE BEFORE THE SWARMEP OVER 
ne MOUNTAIN BLEW UP, THORN - - 
ANP THE HOOPED ONE 


I’M AFRAID 
THEY MAY 
HAVE TRIED TO 
TAKE 
POSSESSION OF 
HER SOUL - - 





TELL ME 
ABOUT 
THAT. 


DREAMING 
EYE. 


SHHH. YOU’RE I SPOKE 

WITH US, DEAR. WITH THE 

YOU/RE SAFE. LORD OF 
THE 


LOCUSTS. 


WELL, DEAR, ONE DAY 
WHEN I WAS YOUR AGE, 
LI FOLLOWED MY OLDER SISTER 
BRIAR HERE. THE LORD OF THE 
LOCUSTS WAS WAITING FOR US. 


I’M 
AFRAID IT 
WASN’T VERY 
PLEASANT. 


YES, THAT’S RIGHT. HE 
WAS SEARCHING FOR MY 


SO DID I. 
RIGHT HERE 
IN THIS 
VERY CAVE, 
A LONG, LONG 
TIME AGO. 


OUR BODIES WERE 
COVERED WITH LOCUSTS... 
JUST LIKE YOURS WAS. 
HE WAS SEARCHING FOR 
SOMETHING ... 


ALMOST. 
DREAMING EYE. TELL ME, 


THORN. DIP THE LORD OF 
THE LOCUSTS FIN? 


FONE BONE 
YOUR DREAMING EYE? STOPPED 





LET ME UP. 
WE NEED TO 
GET MOVING. 


YES. BUT I’M 
WORRIED ABOUT 
THE VALLEY. 
WE NEED TO 
GET OUT OF 
THIS CAVE. 


SOME ARE MORE 
OPEN THAN 
OTHERS, BUT IT’S 
THE PLACE WHERE 
THE DREAMING 
FLOWS THROUGH 
you. 


BRIAR DID. 





THERE’S SO TELL ME, GRAN’MA, 
LIGHT WHO ELSE HAS A DREAMING 
COMING EYE BESIDES YOU 
AND ME? 


WHY, EVERYONE 
HAS ONE, DEAR... 


cT 


"Ee " 
é 
SO YOU KNEW HOW WELL, NO. BRIAR’S EYE 
POWERFUL BRIAR’S WAS BLIND FROM BIRTH, 
EYE WAS. AND I THINK SHE HAD 
TROUBLES BECAUSE OF IT. 
SHE COULDN’T TELL 
RIGHT FROM WRONG. 


HMM. WHO TOLD 
YOU BRIAR’S 
DREAMING EYE WAS 
BLIND? 


NO. AND NOT ONLY WAS 
BRIAR’S DREAMING EYE 
NEVER BLIND, IF I’M NOT 
MISTAKEN, IT’S 

STILL OPEN’ f 


WHO CARES! AT 
LEAST WE’RE 
OUTTA THAT < 


IT’S SO BRIGHT? 
MY EYES AREN’T & 4 A 
USED TO IT’ XQ ; HEY - -IS IT 
oe ; SNOWING? 


NO. 

IT’S ASH? 
LOOK! THERE’S ASH 
ALL OVER THE GROUND. 

WHAT’S GOING ON? , 
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x IT LOOKS LIKE A 

ALL THE TREES GIANT HAN? REACHED WHAT COULD 
HAVE BEEN KNOCKED OUT AND LEVELED CAUSE THIS 

OVER LIKE A BUNCH OF EVERYTHING IN MUCH . 

TOOTHPICKS. ne oe DESTRUCTION? 


GHOST 
CIRCLE. 


NO, ONLY SOME OF 
CIRCLES. THE DESTRUCTION 
BRIAR HAS IS REAL. THE REST 
UNWITTINGLY Ss IS ONLY 
UNLEASHED THEM AN ILLUSION. 
ACROSS THE VALLEY, 


FORTUNATELY, I 
AN TELL WHICH IS WHICH. 
FOLLOW ME. 


WE mene = pens TO FOLLOW MY FOOTSTEPS 


EXACTLY. IF YOU STEP INTO A 
legit REAL GHOST CIRCLE, 
YOU'LL CEASE TO EXIST. 


SLOW DOWN’ 
I GOTA 
PEG LEG, 

HERE,’ 
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THORN. WAIT! 
PO YOU REALLY THINK 
you CAN UNPO ALL 
THIS? HOW? 


SO NOW I 
HAVE SOME OF 
HIS POWERS, 
I GUESS. 


I DON’T KNOW YET, BUT REMEMBER 
WHEN THE LOR? OF THE LOCUSTS 
TRIED TO POSSESS MY BODY... 
AND YOU PUT 
THIS PRAGON-NECKLACE 
ON ME, FORCING WELL, 
HIM TO FLEE? BEFORE HE 
LEFT, 
I MANAGED 
TO TEAR A 
LITTLE 
PIECE OFF 
HIM AND 
KEEP IT. 


REMEMBER TO 
WATCH WHERE I 
STEP! WE DON’T 

HAVE MUCH 
TIME. 








9 Med een. 


Q| NOW STOP FUSSING 
ABOUT, PHONEY. 
THIS IS DANGEROUS! 
ALL THIS ASH 
IS SLIPPERY 
HARD ENOUGH 
TO SEE AND 
BREATHE... 


HEY! 
FONE BONE! 


ISN’T THERE AN 
EASIER WAY 
TO GO BESIDES 
CLIMBING OVER 
EVERY TREE 

IN OUR PATH?/ 


FOR THE 
MILLIONTH 
TIME, 


/ 


WE 
HAVE TO 
FOLLOW 
THORN’S 

FOOTSTEPS 
EXACTLY. 





..- BUT IF YOU MAKE 
SMILEY SLIDE OFF 
THE PATH INTO A 
GHOST CIRCLE - - 


YEAH, YEAH, 
RIGHT. 


= GHOST CIRCLES. & 
WHAT THE HECK 
ARE THEY 
ANYWAY? 





TRY TO IMAGINE ” .., BUBBLES 
THAT WE’RE FILLED WITH 
SURROUNDED BY SUPERNATURAL 


LOOK, I DON’T 
VOLCANO! UNDERSTAN? WHAT’S 
CAN’T WE GOING ON ANY 


GIANT INVISIBLE EVIL! i JUST SAY THE BETTER THAN 


BUBBLES. .. 


THERE’S 
NOT ENOUGH 


FINE! But iF YOU ASK ME, 
I/D SAY YOU’RE LETTIN’ THOSE TWO 
WOMEN GET TO YOU WITH THEIR TALK ABOUT 
DREAMS AND PRAGONS AND EVIL SPIRITS’ 


IT’S ALLA 
BUNCH OF 
HOOEY/ 


MOUNTAIN YOU DO... 
BLEW up? 
WHY’S IT BUT IF THORN AND 
7 GRAN’MA BEN SAY 
Ni WE TIPTOE AROUND 
’ THESE GHOST 
AREAS, THEN WE 


BUT IF YOU 
ASK ME - - 





I’M NOT LETTING THEM 
GET TO ME. I’M AS 
SKEPTICAL ABOUT 
ALL THIS DREAM STUFF 
AS YOU ARE... 


C’MON, GUYS, 
CUT IT OUT. 


L 
DON’T LIKE IT 
WHEN YOU 
FIGHT. 


AS LONG AS 
THORN’S TRYING TO FIND 
US FRESH WATER 
THAT ISN’T CLOGGED 
WITH ASH, I THINK WE 
y SHOULP BE QUIET 

SO SHE CAN 
CONCENTRATE!’ 


BUT UNTIL I HAVE SOME 
EXPLANATION FOR WHY YOU 
AND I ARE DRESSED LIKE 
CHARACTERS OUT OF MY 
MOBY DICK DREAM, 
I’M GOING TO 
PROCEED WITH CAUTION, 
OKAY? 


WHAT ARE TALKING 
ABOUT? YOU LOVE IT 
WHEN WE FIGHT! 


THIS IS 
DIFFERENT. 
I’M 
THIRSTY. 
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THE WAY AHEAD IS 
NARROW- - WATCH MY 
FOOTSTEPS 

CAREFULLY- - 


HOW CAN YOU BE pO YOU EVER 


TIRED?/! YOU’RE BEING THINK ABOUT 
CARRIED! ANY THING 


OTHER THAN 
YOURSELF?/ 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE REST OF 
US WHO ARE 
JUST TRYING 
WY TO SURVIVE 
THE MESS YOU 
\ MADE?! 


BE CAREFUL 
YOU LUNKHEAD, MY 
PEG LEG ALMOST 

TOUCHED THE 


WE NEED 
TO STOP. 
I’M GETTING 
TIRED. 


ARE YOU 
SAYIN’ 
THIS IS 


MY 
FAULT? 





y ANP POINT 
LET ME JUST OUT THAT 


WADPLE OVER ON MY LEG I’M NOT 


Le THE ONE 


WHO’S 
OBSESSED 
WITH 
MOBY 

DICK! 


P I’M NOT OBSESSED, SN MM, WELL, 
ANP DON’T CHANGE THE MAYBE THAT WELL, 
SUBJECT! YOURE THE ONE Is MY FAULT... Z CAN! 
WHO GOT US RUN OUT EVERYBODY 
OF BONEVILLE WITH THAT IN THIS 


STUPID CAMPAIGN I CAN’T > VALLEY 
BALLOON? / REALLY FIGURE IS NUTS! 


THAT OUT. INCLUDING 
us’ 


WE NEED TO GET OUTTA HERE WHAT?/ NO, YOU’RE NOT! I KEEP 
BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE! FA COMING UP WITH ESCAPE 

AN? YOU’RE THE ONLY 2’M THE : PLANS, BUT YOU DON’T 
ONE WHO’S - ONE WHO WANT TO GO! YOU WANNA 

STOPPING US! WANTS TO STAY HERE ANP HELP PEOPLE! 
: REMEMBER RUNNING OUT 
ON ME SO YOU 
COULD HELP A BABY 
RAT CREATURE OR 
WHATEVER? 





LI DION’T RUN OUT 
ON YOU - - 
SMILEY AND I WERE 
TAKING THAT LITTLE 
CUB TO HIS HOME 
IN THE MOUNTAINS AND THROWIN’ 
WE GOT LOST- - OVER 
: YOUR OWN 
COUSINS 
FOR A 


HE’LL BE FLOPPIN’ AROUND 
GASPING FOR BREATH LIKE 
A FISH OUT OF WATER! 


THEN THINK 
ABOUT POOR SMILEY! 
IT’S ONE THING TO TURN 
ME INTO A SAILOR - - 

I’VE GOT WITS! 
I’M A SURVIVOR! 


FORGET IT. 
I’M NOT EVEN 
GOING 


BUT WHAT ABOUT HIM? 
WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN 
WHEN YOUR RAMPANT 
IMAGINATION TURNS HIM 
INTO A BEACHED WHITE WHALE?’ 
HUH? WHAT? 


NO BUTS! 
NEXT TIME I 
SEE AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO ESCAPE - - YOU’RE 
COMIN’ WITH ME, 
, YOU GOT 
THAT? 


OKAY, OKAY. 
I SWEAR. 


NEXT TIME 
YOU WANNA 
LEAVE, 
WE LEAVE. 





BESIDES - - IF THERE’S ANYONE 
TO BLAME, IT’S THAT CRAZY OL’ BAT 
GRAN’MA BEN! 
SHE’S BEEN KEEPIN’ SECRETS FOR YEARS! 








THE HOOPED ONE WAS EVEN 
HER OWN SISTER AND SHE DION’T 
TELL ANYONE! 


ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT? 


WHAT 
HAPPENED? 





HE WAS WOUNDED 
ANP COULDN’T WALK... 


. . » BECAUSE EVERYTHING 
BEYOND THOSE ROCKS 
IS AN ILLUSION. 


S LEFT HIM 
FIGHT HERE--- 


Mt CANT 
BE! 


ARE YOU 
SURE THIS IS 
WHERE YOU 
LEFT HIM? 


GRAM- - shh/ 


shh! 
LISTEN 
TO 





- - IF HE’D BEEN IN THE 
PATH OF THE TRUE BLAST, HE 
WOULD HAVE BEEN KILLED 
FOR CERTAIN - - 


I MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
UNDO THE SPELL WITH 
THE PIECE OF THE LOCUST 
THAT I HAVE INSIDE 

F ME. 


- - BUT IF LUCIUS IS INSIDE 
THE GHOST CIRCLE, 
THERE IS A CHANCE 

I CAN SAVE HIM. 


WHAT’S HAPPENED TO 
yOU -- 


. » WHAT’S HAPPENED 
TO THE WORLD? 


L DION’T 
KNOW THIS 





I CAN’T SEE ANYTHING 
IN THERE. IT’S ALL SO... 


..- SO CLOUDY 
AN? HOT - - 








DIP YOU 
SEE THAT? 
THERE WERE 
TREES ALL 
AROUND? US 
FOR 
A SECOND. 


WE’RE JUST INSIDE 
THE GHOST CIRCLE, 
7 BUT I THINK 
THERE WERE YOU/RE SAFE AS 
TREES HERE! LONG AS YOU 
EVERY WHERE,’ HOLD ON TO ME... 


DID you NO, BUT 
SEE THE GHOST CIRCLE OH, THANK GOODNESS’ 
bucius? COVERS A THE PLACE 
DENSE PART OF I LEFT HIM HAP NO 
THE FOREST. ! 
MAYBE WE JUST 
COULDN’T SEE 


LUCIUS 
ISN’T HERE - - 
WE’RE IN THE 

WRONG SPOT! 





OH, MY, WHAT ABOUT YOU, THORN? 
WHAT A ARE YOU ALL RIGHT? 
RELIEF 


YES, G@RAN’MA. 
I’M JUST 
A LITTLE TIRED. 


WAIT! I HAVE MORE FINALLY! AFTER WE 
GOOD NEWS! DRINK, CAN WE 
THE SPRING IS ‘ STOP FOR A 

OUTSIDE THE GHOST WHILE? 
CIRCLE! IT’S : i 
JUST OVER THE - EXHAUSTED’ 


ALL RIGHT, EVERYONE, 
JUST A LITTLE 
FARTHER. 





WHAT TIME 
DO YOU THINK 
IT IS, 
FONE BONE? 


I GUESS 
I’M A LITTLE 
HOMESICK. 


MM? I DON’T 
KNOW. WITH THE 
ASH PLUME BLOCKING 
THE SUN, IT’S 
HARP TO TELL. 


NO, LT MEAN WHAT 
TIME DO YOU 
THINK IT IS 
BACK IN 
BONEVILLE? 


BUT YOU’RE NOT, 
ARE YOU? 


WHAT? OH, GEE, 
I DON’T HAVE 
ANY IDEA. 
WHY BO YOU 
ASK? 





YOU KNOW 
WHAT £ 
MEAN. 


YOU TOLD PHONEY 
TODAY THAT YOU’D 
GO HOME NEXT 
CHANCE YOU GOT. 
DID you 
MEAN THAT? 


BESIDES, WE DON’T HAVE 
TO DO EVERYTHING PHONEY 
SAYS. HE’S NOT ALWAYS 
RIGHT, YOU KNOW. 


I DUNNO... 
I SUPPOSE. 


I HOPE YOU DIDN’T JUST 
SAY THAT BECAUSE YOU WERE 
AFRAID YOU MIGHT TURN ME 
INTO MOBY DICK. 27M NOT 
AFRAID. 


NO, YOU’RE RIGHT. 
IN FACT, 
HE’S ALMOST 
ALWAYS WRONG. . . 


~, BUT THIS TIME 
HE JUST MIGHT BE 
ONTO SOMETHING. 





WE DON’T BELONG HERE... YOU DION’T 
I MEAN, LOOK AT THESE THINK IT WAS 
PEOPLE. THEY HOOEY WHEN 
BELIEVE IN DREAMS. WE WERE WHAT ARE 
UP ON THE YOU_TALKING 
RIDGE ANP ABOUT? 
WE THOUGHT 
THORN HAD 


BEEN 
KILLED. 


I’M AFRAID PHONEY’S 
RIGHT, ALL THIS 
DREAMING STUFF 
IS HOOEY. 


WE DIDN’T KNOW I SAW YOU THAT’S RIDICULOUS! 


WHERE THORN WAS... DO IT. 
I KIP YOU NOT. C’MON, LET’S 
YOU CLOSED YOUR a ” GET SOME SLEEP 
EYES AND YOU COULD ’ BEFORE WE ALL 
TELL - - WITHOUT EVEN GO COMPLETELY 
SEEING HER - - THAT AROUND THE 
SHE WAS ALIVE! BEND!’ 
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--ONA 
SINKING 
CASKET! 


Iv’S Na I CAN’T BAIL 
GOING Wl FAST 
UNDER - - ENOUGH! 
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HERE. 


g 
9 
DS 
Uh 
> Ww 
ES 

6 





WAIT? 
IT’S THE 
DRAGON! 


I’M SAVED! 


I’M GOING 
INTO HS 
MOUTH/ 





L CAN’T 
BELIEVE IT! 


HE SWALLOWED 
ME. 


NOW WHAT DID HE 
HAVE TO GO AND 
DO THAT FOR? 














ON 


PY see oon 


Wotan | 


WHAT A 
WEIRD DREAM 
L JUST HAD, SMILEY’ 
I DREAMT I WAS 
SWALLOWED BY 
THE DRAGON - - 


WHERE’? 
YOU GO? 
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SMILEY! TAKING A BATH! OH, THANK GOOPNESS/ 
DO you I HAD THIS 
REALIZE HOW REALLY OMINOUS 
LONG IT’S PREAM, AND I WAS 
BEEN? AFRAID SOMETHING BAP 
MIGHT HAVE 
HAPPENED- ~- 


I’VE SEEN YOU 
WITHOUT YOUR 
VEST ON BEFORE. 
WE GREW 
UP TOGETHER, 


REMEMBER? 


JEEZ. 
L CAN'T ANP LOOK’ 


GET USED HE WOKE UP THIS 
TO THIS EERIE PHONEY’S RIGHT MORNING ANP HE’S 
LANDSCAPE. HERE. NOT CAPTAIN AHAB 
ANYMORE, 


EVERYONE? Ja ND SW THAT 
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. MAYBE THE WAIT A MINUTE! 
DRESSED | ie VOLCANIC IN MY DREAM 


ISHMAEL ANYMORE, GASES THAT I WAS DRESSED LIKE 


EITHER’ WHAT’S 
GOING ON? 


WERE MAKING ISHMAEL UNTIL THE THAT 
US HALLUCINATE GREAT RED DRAGON YOU’RE 
ARE STARTING TO SWALLOWED ME’ A 

WEAR OFF. PSYCHO? 
PO YOU THINK 
THAT MEANS 
ANYTHING? 


I’M SERIOUS, 


I CAN FEEL IT. SOMETHING’S PHONEY, 


WHERE’S THORN? 
STARTING TO CHANGE... I THINK 


SHE’S IN 
DANGER’ 





«ee GRAN’MA WANTED 
TO HEAD SOUTH 
TO ATHEIA... 


WE’RE COMPLETELY 
SURROUNDED By 
GHOST CIRCLES... 


SHE AND 
GRAN’MA BEN HAD 
A LITTLE DISAGREEMENT 
THIS MORNING OVER 
WHERE WE SHOULP 
GO NEXT... 


--- BUT 
THORN WANTS TO 
GO BACK TO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE. 


BUT APPARENTLY THORN THINKS 
THERE’S LESS OF THEM BETWEEN 
HERE AND OLD MAN’S CAVE, 
THAN TO THE SOUTH. 


GOOD 
MORNING, 
FONE 
BONE’ 





GOOop 
MORNING?/ QUIET. I’M LISTENING 
( FOR SIGNS OF LIFE 
MOVING AROUND 
OUT THERE. 


HEY, 
GRAN’MA, Ni 
PICKIN’ UP ANY 
SIGNALS, 
YET? 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING WITH THAT 
HOOP OVER YOUR 


THIS IS A 
VENI-YAN 
CONCENTRATION 
TECHNIQUE. 
IT’S LIKE 
PUTTING ON 
BLINDERS. 


I’M TRYING TO SEE BEYOND ae SAME THING 
THE EDGE OF THE VOLCANO’S WHAT'S THAT'S BEEN GOING 
DESTRUCTION - - BUT THE GOING ON? ON ALL MORNING: 
GHOST CIRCLES EXTEND THE NOTHING. 

DAMAGE TOO FAR } 
IN EVERY DIRECTION ... 


WE STILL 
DON’T KNOW 
IF THE BLAST 

REACHED 

OLD MAN’S CAVE 
OR IF ANYONE 

THERE IS 

STILL ALIVE. 




















NOT YET. THE EXPLOSION FROM THE 
I THINK THE VOLCANO PUSHED THEM 
GHOST CIRCLES TO THE FAR CORNERS 
MAY BE OF THE VALLEY... 
SPREADING. 


HAVE YOU 
FOUN? THE 
OUTER 
















... BUT EVEN THOUGH 
THE BLAST ITSELF 
HAS DISSIPATED, 
THE CIRCLES CONTINUE 
TO SPREAD OUTWARD. 


OH, BROTHER, 
HERE WE GO... 

SO YOU'RE TELLIN’ US 
THAT TH’ GHOST CIRCLES 
AREN’T PART OF THE 
NATURAL VOLCANO - ~ 
THEY’RE SOMETHING 
SEPARATE - - 


NOT SEPARATE. 
PART OF 
THE DREAMING, LIKE 
EVERYTHING 
ELSE... 


SOMETHING 


BUT FROM A PART OF 
THE DREAMING WHERE THERE 
IS NO SHAPE OR FORM. 
ONLY 
VOIP AND 
NOTHINGNESS. 








DURING THE CEREMONY THAT’S WHAT THE 
WHEN THE HOOPEP ONE GHOST CIRCLES ARE - - 
ATTEMPTED TO FREE PLACES WHERE OUR WORLD 
THE LOCUST- - ANP THE VOID ARE 
THE NOTHINGNESS MIXED TOGETHER. 
BEGAN TO 
COME HERE... 













FORTUNATELY FOR US, 
THE HOOVED ONE BOTCHED 
THE RITUAL AND ONLY THE 
SMALLEST FRACTION OF 
THE VOID WAS ABLE TO 
ESCAPE. 







YOU CALL 
THAT 
FORTUNATE? 







IF THE CEREMONY 
HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL, 
NOT ONLY WOULD LI 
BE THE LORD OF THE 
LOCUSTS, 

BUT THE ENTIRE 
VALLEY 
WOULD BE 
A GHOSTLY 
NETHER- 
WORDDP. 


WELL, IT FEELS LIKE THE ONLY 
THING HOLDING THE CIRCLES 
HERE IS THE SMALL PIECE OF 
THE LOCUST THAT’S 
INSIDE ME. .. 


Z SAY THIS IS ALL 
HOOEY/ 
WE’RE JUST 
HALLUCINATING! 


BECAUSE I’M 
WORRIED ABOUT THE 
VILLAGERS WE LEFT 
AT OLD MAN’S CAVE! 


THEN WHY 
THE HECK AREN’T 
WE GOING TO 
ATHEIA?/ 


BUT THE 
HOOVDED ONE 
BOTCHED IT, 

ANP 

SHE WAS 

KILLED. 


SHUT UP, 
PHONEY/ 
HOW DO WE 
GET RID 
OF THAT 
PIECE THAT’S 
INSIDE YOU? 


. «» AND I’M WORRIED 


ABOUT LUCIUS - - 


EVEN SO, SOME OF 
THE NETHERWORLD 
ESCAPED AND WE HAVE 
THESE UNSTABLE 
GHOST CIRCLES. 


DO YOU STILL 
THINK YOU CAN 
UNDO THEM? 


GRAN’MA BEN THINKS 
SHE HAS FRIENDS IN 
ATHEIA WHO CAN 
HELP Us. 


CAN’T YOU 
PEOPLE 
TALK 
SOMEWHERE 
ELSE? 
I’M TRYING 
TO 
LISTEN FOR 
SIGNS OF 





LET’S ALL STEP OVER 
HERE FOR A MOMENT 
ANP LET GRAN’MA 
LISTEN. 


IT’S NOT THEIR 
VALLEY ANYMORE. 
\. THEY FOUGHT THE 
LOCUST ONCE... 


THEY’RE GONNA 
SLEEP WHILE THE RAT 
CREATURES AND 
THE LORD OF THE 
LOCUSTS 
DESTROY THEIR 


ABANDONED 
YOU - - 
FORGET 
ABOUT 
“EM! 


YOU OUGHTA 
BE MORE 
SELF-SUFFICIENT, 
LIKE ME, 


THORN? 
WHY ISN’T THE Vj 
DRAGON HELPING J) 
us? 


THE DRAGONS HAVE 
LEFT THE VALLEY FOR 
@GOOP, FONE BONE. 
THEY’VE GONE UNDERGROUND 
TO DREAM. 


OUR TURN?! 
WHAT KIN? OF 
A COP OUT 
IS THAT? 
I SAY WE 
WAKE ‘EM 
up! 


GRAN’MA TRIED TO GET 
THE DRAGONS TO STAY, 
BUT THEY WOULON’T! 


yOU GUYS 
WORRY TOO MUCH 
ABOUT PRAGONS! 





THERE’S SOMETHING D OR CAN’T TELL. IS THERE 
MOVING ON THE OTHER fant A CLEAR PATH UP 


SIDE OF THE RIDGE. TO THE TOP? 


IT 

SOUNPS 

LIKE A LARGE 
GR 


ALL RIGHT NOW, 
EVERYONE BE QUIET 


~- - AND 
I MEAN IT THIS TIME, 





THEY DON’T KNOW 
RAT CREATURES’ WE’RE HERE. 


COME ON, LET’S GET BACK 
BEFORE THEY 
SEE us. 





WHAT ARE WE 
GOING TO 9O? 
THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE BETWEEN US 
ANP OLD MAN’S 


HAVE NO CHOICE, 


WE GO 
SOUTH. 


I AGREE WITH 
GRAN’MA. 
THE OLD CITY 
OF ATHEIA 
IS OUR ONLY 


LISTEN UP, SMILEY, 

A REAL CITY LIKE ATHEIA 
IS BOUND TO MINT 
ITS OWN COINS... 


WHAT ABOUT 


WE HAVE 
TO HOPE 
LUCIUS MADE IT 
BACK TO 
OLD MAN’S 
CANE. 
NOTHING MATTERS 
NOW EXCEPT 
GETTING YOu 
TO ATHEIA. 


. +» ATHEIA IS EVEN FARTHER 
AWAY FROM BONEVILLE THAN 
WE ALREADY ARE! WE’LL 
NEVER GET HOME, 


COURAGE, OLD FRIEND! 
WE’LL JUST HAVE TO 
MUDPLE THROUGH 
SOMEHOW. 


WHAT I CAN'T baal 


FIGURE OUT IS 
HOW PIP THE 
RAT CREATURES 


IF WE PLAY OUR CARDS 
RIGHT, WE CAN GO BACK TO 
BONEVILLE LOADED WITH 
COLD, HARD CASH! 





YOU THINK IT’S A 
COINCIDENCE THAT THEY 
MARCHED ACROSS MILES AND 
MILES OF DEVASTATED 
LANDSCAPE TO WITHIN A 
FEW YARPS OF OUR 
CAMP? 


EVEN WITHOUT YOUR 
SISTER, SOMETHING 
GUIDED Te eee 
HERE. 


MAYBE 
THEY SAW 
OUR CAMPFIRE 
LAST NIGHT. 


WHEN FONE BONE AND I 
DISTURBED THE GHOST CIRCLE - - 
THAT COULD’VE GIVEN US 
AWAY! 


IMPOSSIBLE! 
WITHOUT BRIAR, 
THE RATS CAN’T SEE 
ANYTHING THAT 
HAPPENS IN THE 
DREAMING. 

AND BRIAR IS 
DEAD. 


I THINK WE 


SHOULD GET 
OUT OF 
HERE. 
g 
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EVERYONE 
PUT YOUR 
BACKS 
TOGETHER’ 


HOLD ON 
A MINUTE - - 


I’M GOING TO 
PUNCH THROUGH 
THE WEAKEST POINT 
IN THEIR RANKS - - 





! 
H 


OW MUCH 
FARTHER CAN WE // 
GO? 7 




















I AM ALREADY 


AN? YOU 
CERTAINLY 
WILL DO NO 
DAMAGE TO 
ME WITH 








ANY POWER YOU HAVE YOU ARE LIKE ME NOW... . 
COMES TO YOU FROM THE LOCUST A SHAPOW 
HIMSELF. ..... y OF YOUR 
YOU DID NOT STEAL IT... / MASTER ... 
.. HE GAVE IT TO YOU.... 


A SHADOW 
CAST INTO 
THIS 
WORLD. 


BUT THERE IS A DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN YOU ANP ZL... 
A DIFFERENCE THAT WILL ALLOW US TO 
FREE THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS... 


YOU ARE ALIVE. 


BUT EVEN A LIVING VEN-YAN-CARI 
CANNOT CALL OUT THE LOCUST ALONE... 
TWO TOGETHER ARE NECESSARY 
TO PERFORM THE RITUAL... 


I HAP HOPEP TO BE THE STRONGER OF THE TWO COME WITH ME, CHILD... WE 
BUT IT WAS NOT MEANT TO BE... WILL GO TO PERFORM THE RITUAL 
TOGETHER ... 





DO NOT DECIDE TOO QUICKLY... 

WITH THE POWER OF THE LOCUST YOU 
WILL BE ABLE TO UNDO THE GHOST CIRCLES... 
YOU CAN RESTORE THE VALLEY... 

IS THAT NOT WHAT YOU WANT? 


I KNOW 
WHO YOU 
ARE, BRIAR. 


BUT IF I HAD, 
COULP YOU BLAME ME? 
YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY 
TREATED ME LIKE AN 
OLD NURSEMAID, 


«++ YOUR FATHER CUT ME IN HALF 
WITH AN OL? ABANDONED FARM TOOL. 


ONLY LATER DIP I LEARN THAT YOUR 
PARENTS WERE EATEN ALIVE... 


I KNOW IT WAS 
YOU WHO TOLD THE 
RAT CREATURES WHERE 
TO FIND MY MOTHER 
AND FATHER SO YOU 
COULD KILL THEM! 


IT WAS NOT 
I WHO KILLED 


YOUR 
PARENTS ... 


BUT THEY 
WHO KILLED 


YES, = LED THEM TO THE RATS. 


NO ONE KNEW 
ZWAS A 
VENI-Y AN-CARI 
LIKE YOU... 


BUT WHEN YOUR 
MOTHER REALIZED 
I WAS KIDNAPPING YOU 
FOR THE 
RITUAL... 


THE WORLD IS FILLED WITH DARK TRUTHS, 
YOUNG ONE... AND ONE TRUTH ZI HAVE LEARNED 
IS DESTINY ALWAYS PREVAILS ... 


NOW RISE... 
TAKE MY HANP, 


ON THE NEXT 
FULL MOON WE 
WILL PERFORM 
THE RITUAL... 





YOU HAVE THE LOCUST INSIPE 


YOU NOW ... IT CONTROLS YOU... 


IT WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO 


you KNOW 
WHAT? 
I HAVE JUST 
ABOUT HAD 
IT WITH YOU. 


THERE IS A 
PIECE OF THE LOCUST 
INSIDE OF yOu 
AS WELL... 


FIRST YOU MESSED 
WITH MY COUSIN, 
NOW YOU/RE MESSIN’ 
WITH MY GIRL’ 


LET’S GO - - 





FROM THE VERY BEGINING 
THE DREAMS SHOWED ME THAT A BONE CREATURE 
WOULD BECOME INVOLVED? IN THIS AFFAIR... 


HOWEVER, SINCE 
THIS BONE WOULD 
CLEARLY BE A WEAKER 


PARTNER... «++ THAT MEANS 


I NO LONGER 
NEED yOu, 
PRINCESS - - 





$e, 


WA HE HELPED 
| | PHONEY, GRAN’MA BEN 
AN’ ME GET AWAY! 
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CAN YOU 
BELIEVE IT, 
FONE BONE? 


LITTLE 
BARTLEBY’S 
BACK! 
ua 


> MESSIN’ WITH 


5 , \ 
GRO SN i 
: I< Ton} 
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WHICH WAY 


GO TO 
THE LEFT, 
THERE ARE GHOST 
CIRCLES 
AHEAD - - 


TO THE LEFT 
CAN’T YOU 
STEER THIS 

THING? 


THE GHOST CIRCLES 
ARE INVISIBLE’ ONLY yOu 
CAN SEE THEM! 


YOU/RE 
GOING 
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GET REAL 
DANGEROUS’ 


ENTERING 
A MASSIVE 
FIELD OF 
GHOST 
CIRCLES’ 





THE RAT CREATURES 


ARE DISAPPEARING! 





7 NIN@ , I’M FINE, BUT THE CIRCLES 
THEN re a CLUSTERED TOGETHER HERE 
GHOST CIRCLES. ’ i ? AND I NEED A lig RANGE OF 


THEY MUST’VE 
STOPPED TURNED BACK. 
YELLING. 





WE CAN STOP 


THANK YOU, 
BARTLEBY. 


WHAT A WORLD, 


«+. AND 
EVERYONE 
ELSE 


EXCEPT 
IS DEAD. 


WE’RE NOT SAFE YET, 
SO LET’S KEEP HEADING 
SOUTH. 











“We FOUND 
yucius! 


( uv's NUE! ) 
bes RN 


THANK THE IVS A IN CONKLE’S HOLLOw. .. 
STARS! MIRACLE ... I KEPT FOLLOWIN’ A 
THAT WE FOUN? QUEER BUZZIN’ SOUND IN 
HIM! MY EAR. 


++, FOR THE LIFE OF 

ME, I’LL NEVER KNOW 

WHAT MADE ME LOOK 
THERE. 
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LUCIUS? 
CAN YOU HEAR 
ME? 





YOU/RE SAFE, DON’T REMEMBER YEAH, HE’S GOOD - - 
BUDDY. YOU’RE GOING MUCH AFTER TH’ cee HE’S HERE. DON’T THINK 
TO BE ALL RIGHT. BLAST... \ ABOUT THAT RIGHT 


WHY AREN’T YOU 
LOOKIN’ ME IN THE 
EYE, WENDELL? 
WHAT HAPPENED? 


DON’T MOVE. ITS ALL MY 
WE’RE GOING TO 


GET YOU CLEANED FAULT, 


WENDEL 


eum. IW ( \15 AL MY 
y YA. / “a , EY eg FAULTS 
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WHERE ARE 
THEY? 


AN 
AN 


YOU ME 
ROSE? 
es 


LI WOULPN’T SHOUT 


THAT IF L WERE YOU, FRIEND. 


THERE’S PLENTY AROUND 
HERE LOOKIN’ TO 
PIN BLAME - - 


SST. 
HEAPS UP. 


HERE COMES 
THE HEAPMASTER. 


DON’T GET UP, 
Lucius. 


YES, 
THE QUEEN MOTHER 
AND HER GRANDDAUGHTER. 


WHERE ARE THEY? 


IF THEY’RE 
NOT HERE, THEN 
L DON’T 
KNOW. 





I DON’T THINK YOU AND I 
WOULD BE ALIVE IF THE 
LOCUST WAS TRULY 


SHE WAS LAST 
SEEN WITH YOU AND A - +» THE MOUNTAIN THAT 
BONE CREATURE HAS SINCE EXPLODED, 
HEADING TOWARD FREEING THE LORD OF 
THE MOUNTAIN. . . THE LOCUSTS. 





AND IF WE’RE ALIVE, 
THEN MAYBE ROSE, THORN 
AN? THE BONES ARE, TOO. 






















IT’S THE SEAT OF 
THE THRONE. 
SHE AND THORN ARE 
GOING TO REUNITE 
OUR PEOPLE AGAINST 
THE ENEMY, 


I KNOW IF ROSE SURVIVED, 
THEN SHE IS GOING SOUTH... 
TAKING THORN TO 
ATHEIA. 


TO WHAT END? 
THE ANCIENT CAPITAL 
WENT PARK YEARS AGO. 
THERE IS NOTHING 
LEFT. 





WE SHOULD 
GO, TOO. 


IMMEDIATELY. 





THE ONLY SURVIVORS OF 
THIS DISASTER ARE 
THE MEMBERS OF OUR ORDER 
AN? YOUR VILLAGERS WHO WERE IN 
THE CAVE WITH US. 


THE WAR IS OVER AND 
WE LOST. 









YOU DON’T KNOW 
THAT. THERE COULD BE 
OTHER SURVIVORS - - 


WE WILL DO 
WHATEVER 
WE MUST TO 
PRESERVE OUR 
WAY OF LIFE 


WE BO NOT 

SHARE YOUR 

OPTIMISTIC 
VIEW. 


TRAITOR TO 
THE QUEEN. 


THE LOCUST IS 
FREE, AND 
THE ENP TIMES 
ARE UPON US. 


TAKE LUCIUS TO THE 
INFIRMARY AND PLACE A 
GUARD AROUND HIM. 
































SAY, GUYS, HAVE YOU 
NOTICED THAT THE 
LANDSCAPE HAS CHANGED? 


WHAT PO 
YOU MEAN? 
IT’S ALL STILL 
CONVERED IN 
ASH/ 








YEAH, BUT IT’S SMILEY’S 
JUST ASH. IT IS RIGHT. 
WHERE’S ALL ALITTLE | SOMETHING ODD 
THE TREES IS HAPPENING 
THE VOLCANO AS WE HEAD 
KNOCKED OVER? SOUTH... 
WHY’S IT SO I CAN FEEL IT... 
SORT OF LIKE 
PRESSURE ON 
MY FACE - - 





IT’S STRANGE, GRAN’MA. . . IT’S ALMOST AS IF WE’VE MET A 
THE GHOST CIRCLES SHOULD BE THINNING NEW SYSTEM OF GHOST CIRCLES 
OUT AS WE GET FARTHER FROM THE MOUNTAIN, MOVING UP FROM 
BUT INSTEAD THEY SEEM TO BE THE SOUTH TOWARDS US. 
GROWING HEAVIER UP AHEAD. 


YET OFF TO THE EAST 
TOWARD PAWA, THERE’S A 
BLOOpY NARROW REGION FREE FROM 
STARS. ANY GHOST CIRCLES 
WHATSOEVER. 


OKAY, 


BREAK TIME. 


WE AIN’T 
GOIN’ ANYWHERE 
FA 





SIT DOWN, 
WILL YA? 
WE’RE IN 


JEEZ, LOOK AT A PRETTY 
THE FACE. BAD SPOT, 
PHONEY. 


IT’S JUST AN ASH PLUME. 
IT’LL BLOW OVER. 


LOOK, ONCE WE GET 
TO THIS CITY OF ATHEIA 
EVERYTHING’S GONNA 
BE FINE... 


EASY STREET? DON’T TELL ME YOU’RE UP 
TO SOMETHING - - AGAIN?Z// 


GET OFF YOUR HIGH HORSE’ 
YOU’NVE BEEN BLAMING ME FOR 
OUR TROUBLES EVER SINCE WE 

GOT HERE, BUT I GUESS WE 
KNOW WHO’S TO BLAME NOW, 

DON’T WE? 


ANH 


you 


WORRY TOO 
MUCH. WORRY TOO MUCH? 


THE WORLD IS 
GOING AWAY! 


--- IT’S GONNA BE 
SO FINE, IN FACT, 
THAT YOU AN’ £ 
a GONNA 
E ON 
SORRY! EASY STREET! 


L DION’T 
MEAN TO 
SHOCK 


ARE yOu 
SAYING 
THIS IS 

MY FAULT?/ 





OHMYGOSH, FONE BONE! EVERYONE COME 
YOU SAID THE HOOVED ONE HERE. 
WAS LOOKING FOR A WEAKER 
PARTNER TO PERFORM THE 
RITUAL WITH’ WE’NE PLOTTED 
OUT A PATH. 
PHONEY’S 


RIGHT! 
YOU’RE THE ONE 
THEY WANT? 


TO ATHEIA BECAUSE OF THE CAN TRUST YOUR HE JUST 
GHOST CIRCLES, COMPANION, HERE, SAVE? OUR 


BUT THORN HAS FOUND A SMILEY? LIVES! 
PATH TO THE EAST. 


IVS A 
LONGER WAY 
AROUND, BUT IT’LL 
GET US 


ALL THE SAME, 

J/LL KEEP HIM IN CHEER UP, _ 
FRONT OF ME EVERYBODY, WE’RE 
WHERE I CAN ON OUR WAY 


NOW 
SEE HIM. AND 


NOTHIN’ CAN 
STOP US’ 





ee 
[ SSS 
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BE CAREFUL, 
DON’T STEP 





HE NEEDS FOOD. HE’S 
WEAK FROM HUNGER. 


BUT I RATIONED OUT 
ALL THE STALE BREAD 
THINGIES IN MY 
BACKPACK- - 


HE WOULPN’T EAT HIS RATIONS. 
HE INSISTED I EAT I DON’T THINK WE 
HIS SHARE. HAVE ANY MORE... 





CAN’T YOU PO 
THE FINGERS- 
AGAINST- 
THE-FOREHEAD 
THING? 


THE 
RIVERS ARE 
CHOKED WITH 
MUP ANP YOU 
FOUND 


INSIDE A GHOST 
CIRCLE! THIS IS 
AN EMERGENCY! 


HE COLLAPSED THORN.’ GET US 
FROM HUNGER. SOMETHING - - 
JUST LIKE QUICK, BEFORE 
WE’RE ALL SMILEY GETS 
GOING TO IF WE 
DON’T FIND SOME 
FOOD SOON. 


WATER |S DIFFERENT. ISN’T THERE I’M SORRY, PHONEY. 
UNDERGROUND SOME ANYTHING THAT 
SPRINGS SURVIVED UNPERGROUND WASN’T TRAPPED 
THE EXPLOSION. FOOD? INSIDE A 
GHOST CIRCLE 


WAS DESTROYED. 


NOT BY YOURSELF, 
Se BUT IF WE HELD 
GO INSIDE HANDS LIKE BEFORE, 
A GHOST MAYBE WE 
CIRCLE? COULD GO INSIDE 
AND LOOK FOR A 
FARM OR A GARDEN... 





WHOA, 
WHOA’ 


I DION’T MEAN YOu, 
FONE BONE. WHY 
CAN’T THORN 
GO ALONE? 


| HAVE A PIECE 
OF THE LOCUST 
INSIDE ME TOO. 


BESIDES, 
I’M NOT 
GONNA LET HER 


WE’LL BE 
SAFE AS LONG 
AS WE HOLD 
HANDS. IT 
WORKED 
BEFORE. 


IT WAS 
AN ACCIDENT 
BEFORE! 
HE’S NOT BUILT 
FOR DANGER 
THE WAY 
YOU ARE. 


TAKE ALL 
THE RISK’ 


THE CIRCLES MAKE IT 
VERY CONFUSING, DEAR... 
WE MIGHT BE NEAR THE 
BANKS OF FLINT RIDGE - - 


I DON’T 
WANT YOU TO 
DO THIS... 















THORN, I THINK 
THIS IS A STRATEGIC 
ERROR - - 


PAWA IS 
HOSTILE TERRITORY. 
THE FARMERS HERE 
HAVE GONE 
OVER TO THE 
LOcUST - - 









THAT MEANS 
WE’RE IN UPPER 
PAWA. 
THERE SHOULD 
BE FARMS ALL 
AROUNP US. 


ie 
\ TON 


WHO CARES 
ABOUT THE 
STUPID WAR? 
WE’RE 
JUST TRYING 
TO 
SURVIVE! 


re 
Ul 
4) 


GRAN’MA, 
WHERE ALONG 
THE RIVER 
ARE WE? 


GHOST CIRCLES 
ARE PART OF THE LOCUST 
HIMSELF. 
POISONOUS 
NIGHTMARES SENT 
FORTH TO DEMORALIZE 
AN? CONTROL US. 


LAST TIME YOU DID 

THIS, IT GAVE AWAY 
OUR POSITION TO 
THE ENEMY. 














FONE BONE! I THINK WE’RE ON A FARM 
NOW. ... I’M DEFINITELY SENSING 
SOME OF THE OUT BUILDINGS. 


LET’S GO 
BEFORE WE 
HAVE TIME 

TO THINK 
ABOUT IT. 


STEP RIGHT OVER HERE... 
THIS IS THE EDGE 
OF THE CIRCLE... 





5 I’M NOT SURE. 
THERE’S A FARMHOUSE T THINK SO. pO Pele ... THE GHOST CIRCLE 
UP ABOVE ... JEEZ CHANGED THEM, 
IS ANYONE HOME? ne 


YES... 
THERE’S A FAMILY 
INSIDE... 


YOU CAN TELL 
THAT? 
ARE THEY OKAY? 


FONE BONE! 
HOLD TIGHT TO 
MY HAN?! WE’RE INSIDE A 
GHOST CIRCLE! 


WHAT’S THAT ... BUT THEY’RE 


SUPPOSED TO MOVING AROUND. DON'T KNOW 


WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
IF WE LOSE 





BACKPACK’S FULL. DIP YOU HEAR THAT? 
LET’S GO. 


MAYBE WE SHOULD 
TAKE SOME CABBAGE... 
CAN’T HAVE TOO 

MUCH FIBER... 


IT’S THE FARMER’S 
FAMILY. THEY’RE 
COMING HERE! 


WE’RE ALMOST TO 
THE CIRCLE’S EDGE! 


WAIT, THORN!” 
YOU’RE GOING TOO 


FAST - - oo75! 





THEY STOPPED BEHIND 
THE RIDGE. 


g PRINCESS THORN... 
ZA 


WHO ARE YOU?’ 
WHAT PO yOu WANT? 


FARMERS. . . 
POOR FARMERS .. 


MY A CROWN OF 
MOTHER - - 7 


MY MOTHER’S 
DEAD. 
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WAIT! ARE YOU NOTHING. 


I THINK 
LEAVING? / | THEY’RE GONE. 


DANGER 
APPROACHES. 


ae TAKE PIECE OF LOCUST 
sens BACK FROM YOUR 
SWORD... YOU AN? 


FRIENP ... 
YOUR FRIEND... 


Mrrehee LEAVE THE 
GHOST CIRCLE, 


WHAT’S WE HAVE TO ee ee 


GOIN ON? GET OUT OF IT -- READY? 


HERE, 


GIVE ME 
YOUR OTHER 
HAN? FOR A 

MOMENT. 





YOU CAN GO IN, 
TINSMITH, BUT 
THE REST OF THE 
FARMERS WILL HAVE 
TO WAIT OUT HERE. 


HELLO, 
Lucius. 


IT’S NOT 


CAN’T 
PUT ANY 
WEIGHT 

ON 
deere 


GOING WELL WITH 
THE HEADMASTER. 
HE REFUSES 
TO MOVE 
THE CAMP. 


WHAT ABOUT THE 
VILLAGERS? WILL 
THEY GO SOUTH? 
TOINING 
THE ATHEIANS IS 
THE ONLY WAY 
TO SURVIVE. 





THEY’LL DO STUPID THEY SAY FOR WHO? 
WHATEVER YOU HOLY MEN. THEY WANT TO 
SAY, LUCIUS, CAN’T SEE PRESERVE THE VENI-YAN 
BUT THE STICK-EATERS PAST THEIR WAY OF LIFE. WE’LL ALL 
ARE WATCHING OUR OWN BE DEAD WHEN 
EVERY MOVE. HOODS. THE LOCUST 
THEY’RE STARTING GETS HERE. 
TO TREAT US 
LIKE PRISONERS. 


LISTEN... 


THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
I HAVE TO 
ASK you 
ABOUT... 


ON THE EVE OF THE BATTLE, FIRST HE 
THE HEADMASTER STARTED GRILLING YOUR oe 
ME ABOUT YOUR PAST... THE ORDER... 
SAID YOU WERE SOME KIND OF THEN HE 


SOLDIER. SUGGESTED YOU WERE 
INDISCREET WHEN IT CAME 
TO THE ROYAL SISTERS. 


TON OAKS - - 2’M SORRY, LUCIUS, E KNOW HE 
WAS LIKE A SON TO YOU, MAY HE REST ANY 
IN PEACE - - BUT HE SAID HE SAW THE CONNECTION 
LEADER OF THE RAT CREATURES, 

BETWEEN THOSE 

SOIR ae TWO STORIES? 

ROSE BEN’S SISTER, s 

BRIAR... 


--» AN’ YOU 
WERE IN HER 
ARMS. 





AND YES 
YEAH, THERE’S | THE HOODED ONE , 
A IS ROSE’S SISTER. I WAS A PALACE GUARD, 


Bur Coe. SPENDING MY DAYS 
KNOW THAT BEFORE| | moo BeWITCHING WOMEN 
THE BATTLE. 


I KNEW I 
I EVER MET. Zoe. 


GET INVOLVED 
WITH THEM... 


CONNECTION. 


BUT 
BLOOPY STARS’ 
YOU’D HAVE TO BE 
A PRIEST TO BE 
DISCREET AT THAT 
AGE. 


BUT BRIAR SEEMED MORE Yi, IN WOMEN’S WAYS, IF 
ROSE WAS GROWN UP - - YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN 
BEAUTIFUL } : ’ - 
AND 2 
KIND... 
I WAS IN LOVE 
WITH HER. 


S 8 
]! PICKED THE 
WRONG 
ONE. 





I’M SORRY, 
Lucius... 


GET THE 
VILLAGERS 
TOGETHER. 


I HATE THIS WAR. 


YOU KNOW MY BEST 
FRIEND EUCLID... 
WELL, I HAVEN’T BEEN 
ABLE TO FIND HIM 
SINCE THE VOLCANO 
ERUPTED. 





THE FIRST 
TIME 
I RAN AWAY 
WAS 
WHEN I GOT 
MY TAIL CUT 
OFF. 


REALLY? 
RAT 
CREATURES 
HAVE 
TAILS? 


BECAUSE IF WE DON’T, 
THE JEKK WILL COME IN THE 
MIPOLE OF THE NIGHT 
ANP PRAG US 
AWAY BY OUR TAILS’ 


YOU GOTTA BE KIDDING. 
A BUNCH OF MONSTERS 
WHO BELIEVE IN A 
BOOGIE MAN? 
WHAT’S TH’ POINT? 


YES/ WE’RE BORN WITH 
LONG, BEAUTIFUL 
/ 
BUT ONCE WHAT IN 

A YEAR, ON THE WORLD 

TAIL-CUTTING-OFF DAY, FOR? 
ALL THE ONE YEAR OLPS 
GET THEIR TAILS 
CHOPPED OFF. 


DON’T LISTEN TO HIM, 
BARTLEBY! I’M 
SCARED OF MONSTERS, J GET OUR EARS 


WE’RE ALSO 
SUPPOSEP TO 


TOO! SOMETIMES 
I SLEEP RAN AWAY 
WITH A LIGHT BEFORE THEY 
ON. COULD PO 
THAT. 


CROPPED, BUT I 


SO WHAT 

HAPPENED 

WHEN YOU 
WENT BACK? 





THE ONE PLACE IN 
ALL THE VALLEY THAT HASN’T 
SUCCUMBED TO THE 
GHOST CIRCLES. 


HANG ON, THORN. 
WE'RE ALMOST 
THERE, 





TANEN GARD... 
SACRED BURIAL GROUND 
OF THE DRAGONS. 


ONCE WE PASS THROUGH THAT 
GORGE, I KNOW PEOPLE IN 
ATHEIA THAT CAN HELP THORN. 


THEN WHAT 
ARE WE 
WAITING FOR? 
LET’S GO! 





IT’S FORBIDDEN FOR ANYONE 
OTHER THAN A DRAGON 


AFTER WHAT WE’VE SET FOOT IN TANEN GARD. 
BEEN THROUGH, WHAT = ‘i 


COULD IT POSSIBLY a 
MATTER IF THERE’S 2 be \ THE PENALTY FOR 
CATCH? , f TRESPASSING 
BBS aN 


IS DEATH. 
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bY Jerr SMITH 


QIN 


THORN IS REALLY 
SICK, GRAN’MA - - SHE HAS Z 
TO, BONE. 7 
I DON’T THINK Vg | \t 
SHE CAN GO ON. LUA! if y\ |\ 
— ¥ > a ) 
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BUT, GRAN’MA, OF COURSE THIS IS 
I THINK THIS IS SERIOUS! SHE HAS 
SERIOUS - - A PIECE OF THE 

LOCUST INSIDE HER’ 


WHAT?! DID SHE 
I’M WORRIED. . . oli 
we veerenier QR aw aero. 
” 4 
GHOST CR SAY SOMETHING? 
SHE WAS TRYING TO 
TAKE THE PIECE THAT WAS 
INSIDE ME, AND PUT IT 


HAN@ ON, 
DEAR. THE CITY 
OF ATHEIA ISN’T 

FAR NOW. 


I KNOW SHE HAS A 
PIECE OF THE 
LOCUST 
INSIPE HER - - 
THERE’S A PIECE 
INSIDE ME, TOO, 
REMEMBER? 


IAM 
SAYING 
SOMETHING - - 


THORN IS A 
VENI-Y AN-CARI, 
BONE. 
SHE’S FAR MORE 
SENSITIVE TO EVIL 
THAN YOU OR I. 


ONCE WE CROSS THIS 
GORGE, WE’LL 
BE PAST THE 
GHOST CIRCLES AND 
SHE’LL BE IN LESS 


DANGER. 


I CAN’T BELIEVE 
WE’RE TRESPASSING ON 
THE SACREP PRAGON 
BURIAL GROUNDS 
LIKE THIS. 





HOW FAR 
ACROSS 
IS THE 
GORGE? 


HOW DEEP 
IS IT SUPPOSED 
TO BE? 


NOT FAR. 
I JUST HOPE THE 
LEGENPS ABOUT 
HOW PEEP IT IS 


ARE 
EXAGGERATED. 


BOTTOMLESS. 








BOTTOMLESS. 


~ ( 4 


vA 
i eG 
Sa 


D 


ARE YOU SURE 
WE NEED TO 
CROSS? 


ATHEIA IS 
ON THE 
OTHER SIPE, 


DIPN’T KNOW 


UNLESS WE CAN 
FIND A WAY 


PHONEY/ 
SMILEY! 
COME 
ON! 





YOU REMEMBER WHEN WE 
WERE KIDS, AN’ YOU USEP TO 
MAKE ME STEAL FOOD FOR 
OUR MEALS? 


WHAT’RE YOU MADE ME WE WERE ORPHANS. YOU WERE 
YOU TALKING STEAL PIES OFF WE HAP TO NEVER WORRIE?P 
WINPOWSILLS BECAUSE GET OUR MEALS THAT WE’D GET 
I WAS THE TALLEST, SOMEWHERE! CAUGHT, 
REMEMBER? I ALWAYS REMEMBER 
WORRIED THAT? 
WE’? GET 
CAUGHT! 


z WHAT’S THE MATTER? 
REMEMBER THAT ONCE WEN VERY Proup | | YOU AFRAID OF GETTING Y tm PINCHIN’ 
I BECAME THE RICHEST OF YOU CAUGHT IN THE DRAGONS’ PIES OFF 
BONE IN BONEVILLE, YOU FOR THAT, GRAVEYARD? OL’ LADY 
MADE ME GO AROUND PHONEY. . . JOHNSON 
AND PAY EVERYONE BONE’S 
WINPOWSILL! 


WE 
SHOULON’T 
BE HERE, 
IT’S DIS- 
RESPECT- 
FUL. 





ALL THAT STUFF THE DRAGONS HAVE 
ABOUT SACREP BURIAL § BIGGER THINGS TO WORRY 
GROUNDS IS ABOUT THAN US 
TRESPASSING IN 
THEIR WOODS, 


BUT THE 
PENALTY FOR 
TRESPASSING 

HERE 
IS DEATH! 


YEAH, YEAH, BUT 
ATHEIA MIGHT BE OUR 
LAST CHANCE TO 
FIND GOLP, SO IF THAT 
MEANS WE GOTTA CUT 
THROUGH A GRAVEYARP, 
THEN SO BE IT! 


IS THAT 
ALL YOU THINK 
ABOUT? GOLD? 


REMEMBER! 
YOU’LL NEVER GET 
ANY WHERE WITHOUT 


DON’T THINK ABOUT THAT, 
THINK ABOUT ALL THE NICE 
STUFF YOU’/RE GONNA EAT 
ONCE WE GET TO ATHEIA. 
ROAST BEEF, MASHED 
POTATOES... 
AND A 
SOFT BED... 
WITH CLEAN 


OKAY. BUT WHEN THE 
DANGER’S OVER, CAN WE 
GO HOME TO 
BONEVILLE? 


YES, THAT’S ALL t 
THINK ABOUT! 
ANP JUST LET 

ME PO TH’ THINKING, 

AN’ WE’LL BOTH BE 

BETTER OFF. 


GIMME A HAND, 
WILL YA? I CAN’T 
REACH. 
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HEY, GUYS! IT’S A BIG ROCK ARCH 
LET’S GO! THAT’S REAL SKINNY AT THE 
TOP AND ABOUT A HUNDRED 
YARPS LONG. 


DO YOU FEEL THAT? 
THE GROUND IS VIBRATING! 





I DON’T KNOW, OK AT ITS 
BUT IT WAS BIG, THE PRAGONS! 


AN’ IT WAS COMIN’ 
OUTTA THAT 


OHMYGOSH. 


THEY KNOW WE’RE HERE, Z THINK IT MIGHT 
e BE A GOOP IDI 
KEEP 


TRESPASSING ON at 
IR 


VOICES DOWN. 





GET UP THERE, 
you eae 


fe) 
I’M GONNA 


NEVER 
MAKE IT- - 
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THIS IS BE CAREFUL, 
KINDA you Guys... 
SLIPPERY. 


FONE BONE! 





IT’S THIS PLACE, COME! 


SOMEHOW IT’S WE’RE ALMOST TO THE 
HEALING YOu. OTHER SIDE! 


IS THAT IT? THAT’S IT! L CAN’T MAN! 
ARE WE) WE MADE IT THROUGH BELIEVE IT’ | THAT WASN’T 
Our? TANEN GARD! NO ONE HAS | SO TOUGH! 
one | | EVER COME 
; THROUGH 
THERE J, FONE BONE 
ALIVE. “( ALMOST BIT IT. 


WE’RE PAST THE 
GHOST CIRCLES! 





y 6 ALL CLEAR. EVENTHAT © | |/ \ /x MA. 
'/ _ MYSTERIOUS SECOND | | ili realaian 
SYSTEM WE ENCOUNTERED DARK UP THERE. 
SEEMS TO BE 
WEST OF US NOW. 


peg Fietel Y" BUT I’M SURE ANY SURVIVORS WILL 
START MAKING THEIR WAY HERE .. . 


.-. IF THEY CAN FIND A WAY 
PAST THE GHOST CIRCLES. 








YOU’RE THROUGH 
GININ’ ORDERS AROUND 
DON’T HERE, STICK-EATER/ YEAH! WE 


COME ANY WANT LUCIUS 
CLOSER! OUT OF THAT 


EADMAS : OU ee MANS SAVE IT FOR THE 
HEADMASTER = - ASIDE IPE A MISTAKE, LUCIUS. BROTHERHOOD. 
WERE YOU, IT’S DANGEROUS 


SONNY BOY. OUT THERE! 


TAKE HIS 
SWORD. 


EVERYBODY GOOD 
TO GO, WENPELL? 


WOMEN ANP CHILDREN Vo GONNA BE OKAY GONNA HAVE 
ARE WAITING AT Dr ane Lee TO BE. 
THE CREEK. ‘ . 





ALL RIGHT, BOYS, LOOK 
ALIVE. WE’RE GOIN’ OUT THE 
FRONT POOR. 


WE’RE LEAVING. WE’RE NOT ASKING YOU TO 
GO WITH US, BUT WE’RE LEAVING. 


GATHER UP YOUR 
SUPPLIES AND COME WITH US/ 
WE’LL GO SOUTH TO 
THE OLD KINGDOM. 
THERE MUST BE OTHER 
SURVIVORS! 


WHAT’S GOING ON HERE, LUCIUS? 
I GAVE ORDERS FOR YOU TO 
STAY IN YOUR CELL. 


WHERE WOULD YOU GO? THE 
VALLEY HAS BEEN DESTROYED. 
OUT THERE IS DEATH... 


HERE - ~ ONLY HERE HAS ANYTHING 
SURVIVED. WE HAVE FOOD 
AND SUPPLIES. 


THIS IS THE END OF THE 
WORLD AND WE ARE 
DISCIPLES OF VENU. 

IT IS OUR DUTY TO PROTECT 
THE en) WAY OF 
IFE: 





ARE YOU BLIND? ~~ \/ WHY DON’T YOU TAKE 
WERE GONNA DIE HERE! OFF YOUR HOOPS AND SEE?! 


WHO CARES ABOUT PROTECTING 
YOUR SECRET BROTHERHOOD? WE’VE 
GOT WIVES AND CHILDREN’ 


IS THAT WHAT YOU WANT TO DO, 
HEADMASTER? PROTECT A SECRET 
BROTHERHOOD? 

AT THIS POINT, I HAVE TO ASK - - 


WHO 
ARE YOU 
PROTECTING 


WELL? WHAT’RE YOU GONNA PO? 
WE’RE IN A BIT OF A HURRY. 


THE WORLD 
Is 


ENDING, 
REMEMBER? 





GATHER THE SUPPLIES. 
WE WILL GO TO THE 
OLD KINGDOM 
TOGETHER. 











CLIMBING?/ 
AT LEAST THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
WERE FLAT! 


WE CAN GET A GOOD 
VIEW FROM UP HERE... 


ANP I WANT TO 
TAKE A LOOK AT 
THE ROAD THAT LEADS 
TO ATHEIA. 


WHAT FOR? 


ON THE STONE IS A 
WHAT ARE PRAYER ASKING THE PRAGONS 
PRAYER FOR BALANCE BETWEEN THE 

STONES? WORLD AND THE DREAMING. 


HEY-- ARE THOSE 
GRAVE STONES? 
LI THOUGHT WE 

WERE OUT OF 
THE SACRED 
BURIAL GROUND. 


WE ARE. 
THOSE ARE 
PRAYER STONES 
PUT HERE BY 
THE PEOPLE OF 
ATHEIA. 


. -- BUT AROUND THE NECK 
OF ENERY ATHEIAN, IN A SMALL 
POUCH, IS A SMALLER, 
PERSONAL PRAYER. 





THE ONE YOU HAVE ON, THORN - - BUT DOWN HERE, THE DRAGONS 
THAT BELONGED TO YOUR MOTHER. ARE TREATED AS REPRESENTATIVES 
YOU WERE NEVER GIVEN ONE OF a OF THE DREAMING. 
YOUR OWN BECAUSE UP NORTH f 
THEY DON’T BELIEVE 
IN PRAGONS. 


CARVING 
THE PRAYER IN 
STONE GIVES IT 
STRENGTH AND 
PERMANENCE... 


+» AND BURYING IT YOU’RE GONNA 4 LI FIGURE ONE 
IN THE GROUND DELIVERS LEAVE YOUR / MORE GOOD PRAYER 
IT STRAIGHT TO THE STONE BEHIND - - : OUGHT TO BE 


DRAGONS rigor con a TO BE 
THEMSELVES. ENOUGH 


LET’S GET OUR 
BEARINGS, SHALL WE? 
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THAT’S THE PATH WE JUST TO THE SOUTH OF US LIES 
CAME DOWN FROM THE THE OLD PAWA-ATHEIA ROAD. 
BURIAL GROUND. THE CITY OF PAWA 
IS IN THE 
TANEN GARD IS PART OF THE SAME FOOTHILLS OF THE 
RIVER AND GORGE SYSTEM EASTERN MOUTAINS. 
AS OLD MAN’S CANE. 
THE RIVER RUNS ALL THE 
WAY UP THROUGH THE 
VALLEY BACK TO BARRELHAVEN. 


THE BRIDGE IS OUT. THE PAWANIANS THIS IS THE DIRECTION 
THE ROAD IS HAVE GONE OVER WE NEEP TO GO. 
ABANDONED. TO THE LOCUST. 

TRADE BETWEEN THE 
TWO ANCIENT CITIES 
HAS CEASED. 


TWO PAYS WALK WILL 
BRING US TO WITHIN SIGHT 
OF ATHEIA’S GATES. 


HMMM. THE GHOST CIRCLES WILL SLOW 
THE RAT CREATURES DOWN, BUT THAT’S 
STILL TWO DAYS OUT IN THE OPEN. 





SS eee i i 


IT’S RISKY, BUT IT’S OUR BEST 
HOPE OF FINDING SANCTUARY 
AN? MOUNTING A DEFENSE. 


THE ROAD SEEMS DESERTED. 


UNTIL WE FIND THAT 
oO SOURCE, THERE’S UNKNOWN 
THE SOUTHERN DANGER EVEN HERE IN THE 
GHOST CIRCLES. OLD KINGDOM. 





JUST A LITTLE 
FARTHER, EVERYONE. 
WE’RE ALMOST 
THERE. 


YOU’/RE A FUNNY EGG, 
YOU KNOW THAT? 


L BET TH’ 
STREETS ARE 
PAVED WITH 
GOLD! 





IMA 
FUNNY EGG? 
YOU'RE A 
FUNNY EGG! 


NO, I’M NOT! 


WHAT AM 2, 
BARTLEBY? 




















THE GHOST 
CIRCLES 
HAVE FORCED 
EVERY LIVING 
CREATURE 
OF THE VALLEY 
INTO 
THIS 


IT’S LIKE A oh - i EVEN THOUGH NO ONE KNOWS 
REFUGEE CAMP - - i ONE WORD FROM WHO WE ARE, 
AND IF ALL THESE EITHER OF YOU AND UNTIL WE SEE 

FOLKS WANT TO GET Su » THE SITUATION 
INSIDE THE CITY, Ve A GATESO FAST G@ INSIDE THE CITY, 
IT’S NOT GOING TO 7 THEIR HEAPS IT’S BEST TO 
MAKE IT ANY - WOULD SPIN’ KEEP IT THAT 
EASIER FOR US! AY. 


WE'LL GET IN. 
GRAN’MA BEN IS 
TRYING TO FIND 

SOMEONE TO 

SMUGGLE f& 
US IN. 





YOU LIKE IT? 
I GOT IT FROM 
THAT GUY. 
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YOU KNOW, FONE BONE, 
THE MORE I LOOK AROUND, 
THE LESS WORRIED I AM 
THAT WE’LL STICK OUT 
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RIGHT! BACK TO 


TH’ PLAN! 
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BE WORSE. 
THERE COULD 
BE RAT 
CREATURES 
HERE’ 


.-- IT LOOKS LIKE GRAN’MA BEN! 
THE WAY SHE APPEARS IN 
MY PREAMS! 


REMARKABLE. THIS ITIS 
LOOKS JUST LIKE NOT SO 
MY PREAM. REMARKABLE. 


THIS IS VEN, 
THE QUEEN 


THE CARVING ON THAT SHRINE... 








WELL, WITHOUT THE STARS - - 
BUT YOUNG, ANP WITH 
THAT SAME CROWN. 


LET’S TAKE 
A CLOSER 


THE FIRST 
HUMAN 


MY PRAYER 
STONES ARE 
OF THE 
A HIGHEST 
—\ @ustity. 





A SMALL OFFERING. 
ONLY AS MUCH AS 
YOU FEEL MOVED 
TO MAKE. 


I HAVE MANY 
BEAUTIFUL STONES. 
HERE, SEE FOR 
YOURSELF 


NERY HIGH 
QUALITY. 


I CAN TELL \( 
By your | 
ACCENT. 
THIS 
SHRINE? 


HERE SHE |S 
THE LORD OF 
DEATH: THE 
LORP OF THE 
LOCUSTS. 


THIS IS ALSO MIM - - 
BUT IN HER PARK 
ASPECT. 


TELL ME, SISTER, 
ARE YOU A 
NORTHERNER? 


THEY ARE 
BEAUTIFUL. 


THIS IS MIM, THE FIRST PRAGON. 
YOU SEE HER LONG BODY? SHE HOLDS 
HER TAIL IN HER MOUTH AND 
GINES LIFE TO THE WORLD. 


SHE IS THE 
CREATOR ANP 
THE 
DESTROYER... 


YOU CANNOT HAVE 
LIFE WITHOUT DEATH. 
THE TWO ARE ALWAYS 
TOGETHER. 


PRAYER ON 
THE STONE 
SEEKS A 
BALANCE 
BETWEEN 
THEM. 





THERE IS AN 
AIR OF BALANCE 
ABOUT yOu, 
NORTHERN SISTER. 


TELL ME, 
WHY HAVE I NOT SEEN 
YOUR FACE HERE 
BEFORE TOPAY? 


UM, I THINK 
WE SHOULD BE 


MIRACLE HAS ALLOWED 
YOU TO PASS THROUGH 
THE GHOST CIRCLES THAT 
SURROUND OUR CITY? 
HOW HAVE YOU REACHED US IN 
OUR PART OF THE 
VALLEY? 


GINE ME YOUR HAND. 





SPOOKY KID. 
WHAT’? SHE GIVE 
you? 


A 


A PRAYER STONE - - 2° 


Of, No! PHONEY BONE WHERE DID 
AND SMILEY! THEY WERE THEY GET 
SUPPOSED TO WAIT FOR US THAT OX 
ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF CART? 
TOWN! 


I’M TELLIN’ YOU, BUT I WANT TO Buy IT! WE LIKE THE SMELL OF IT 
YOU CAN’T HAVE WHY PID YOU BRING RIGHT, PHONEY? : 
ANY HAY! YOUR HAY TO MARKET ; 
IF YOU DON’T 
WANT TO SEbD IT? 


YEAH, THAT’S RIGHT. 

WE LOVE THE MUSTY SMELL 
OF MILDEWED STRAW. 
WE LIKE TO KEEP IT 
NEAR US... 

NOW SHOVE OFF’ 





WAIT a ? 
oe 
CURIOSITY- - 
WOULD YOU HAVE 
USED GOLD TO « 
PAY FOR IT? | 


VY 
WHERE’D 
GUYS FIND 
THE HAY 
WAG 


y 


HEY, PHONEY! LOOK! 
IT’S FONE BONE AND THORN’ 


WHAT ARE 
you GUYS 
HERE? 


ON THE SIDE 
OF THE ROAD. 


WHEN GRAN’MA 
FINOS OUT, SHE’S ] 
GONNA BE MAD! _// 


— HAY, BOYS? 
AND IT 
BETTER NOT BE 
WHAT L THINK 


eS 
aM. 


(( 





—— 
5 DON’T LOOK AT ME e 


I GOT NOTHIN’ TO DO 
WITH THIS. 





PHONCIBLE? 


DO YOU HAVE THAT 
BABY RAT CREATURE 
HIDDEN UNDER 

THERE? ANP GET THAT THING 
OUT OF TOWN 


ALL KILLED’ 


GRAN’MA. BARTLEBY REQUEST - - 
DEPENDS ON ME! £ GET THAT 
HAVE TO TAKE CREATURE 
\ CARE OF OUT OF 





I’M SORRY, FONE BONE, y PARDON 
BUT IT WOULDN’T BE RIGHT. ME, WANT TO BUY 
BARTLEBY SAVED OUR LIVES’ MA‘AM. A GOYOTE? 
IT JUST WOULDN'T > 
BE RIGHT. 


WILLIAM THE GHOST CIRCLES CAN YOU GET US INSIDE HOW 
THE AN? THE CROWDS ARE THE CITY~ - PAST THE | MANY IN 
BAKER. | MAKING THE CITY LEADERS GUARDS, WITHOUT ANY YOUR 
NERVOUS. VERY FEW QUESTIONS? PARTY? 
OUTSIDERS ARE ALLOWED 
THROUGH THE GATES. 


A HAY CART WILL NOT 
SO BA’ 


DO YOU KNOW ANYONE 
ON THE INSIDE? 
PERHAPS THAT WILL 
HELP... 


FIVE PLUS A 
HAY CART. 





MUCH HAS CHANGED 
INTHELAST 
YEAR ---- 5% 


I DO, BUT I HAVE 
HAD NO CONTACT WITH 
ANYONE INSIDE THE 
CITY FOR NEARLY 
A YEAR. 


WHERE DIP YOU 
GET THIS STONE? 


THAT IS TANEAL. 
SHE IS MY SISTER. 


ANP SHE IS 
A VERY GOOD 
JUDGE OF 
CHARACTER. 


EXCUSE ME, MISS. 
MAY I SEE THAT? 


FROM THE LITTLE GIRL 
OVER BY THE SHRINES. 





HOO BOY? 
GO! 


PHONEY THINKS 
THE STREETS 
WILL BE 
PAVED WITH 
GOLD. 


AT LAST? 
WE’RE GONNA 
FIND GOLD! 


GOW 


SEEMS LIKE AN ANCIENT KINGPOMS 


IMPRACTICAL ARE LOADED 
BUILDING WITH GOLD. 


MATERIAL TO EVERYBODY 
ME. KNOWS THAT. 


AN? GOLP COINS’ 
THEY ALWAYS 
HAVE GOLD COINS 
WITH THE KING’S 
HEAD STAMPED 
ON THEM! 
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BUT THEY DON’T 
HAVE A KING - - 
OR A QUEEN, 

REMEMBER? 
THORN AN’ GRAN’MA 
ARE WITH US/ 


SHUT UP, 
YOU LUNKHEAD! 
yOu WANT TO 

GIVE US 

AWAY?! 


ery : 
wl 


(OX. 
ACN 


I HAVE TAKEN CARE 
OF IT. WHEN WE REACH 
THE STABLES WE CAN 

DISCUSS MY FEE. 


THE GUARD IS 
WAVING US 
THROUGH - - 


OKAY, GUYS, THIS 
IS IT! FAT CITY, 
HERE WE COME, 


THE VENI-YAN 
WARRIORS HERE 
ARE VERY 
CORRUPT. 
AND VERY 
EXPENSIVE. 





HMM. I BON’T 
SEEM TO SEE 
ANY GOLD 
PAVEMENT. 


I THINK TH’ STREETS 
ARE PAVED WITH 
SEWAGE! 





DEAR, MAY I SEE THE 
STONE THAT TANEAL GAVE 
TO yOu? 


THE TINGLE IN 
MY SCALP CAN 
ONLY MEAN ONE 

THING! 


THERE’S 
TREASURE 
HERE OR MY 
NAME’S NOT 
PHONCIBLE 


MM. IT’S COVERED 
IN SECRET WRITING. 


A SECRET PRAYER STONE? 
STRANGE. WHAT DOES 
THAT MEAN? 





I DON’T KNOW, BUT 
Z HAVE AN OLD FRIEN? WHO 
RUNS A SMALL ROOFTOP KITCHEN 
WHO MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO TELL US. 
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FONE BONE, PO YOU THINK 
BARTLEBY IS OKAY IN THE STABLE? 
NO ONE WILL FIND HIM, 

WILL THEY? 


WATCH YOUR STEP. 


HE HAS WATER ANP FOOD, O00G! 
AN? WE LOCKED THE DOOR. AS 
LONG AS HE DOESN’T MAKE 
ANY NOISE, HE’LL BE FINE. 


IT 
SMELLS 
WORSE UP 
HERE 
THAN IT DID 


STREET! 





FOOD IS WHAT 
YOU NEED AFTER A 
LONG JOURNEY. 


IT IS GOOD, 


NOW EAT IT ALL - - 
EVERY DROP... 


IF YOU DON’T 
EAT EVERY DROP, 
HOW CAN I FORETELL 
YOUR BOOM? 


MAKE 
ALL 
GONE, LIKE 
GOOP 
LITTLE 
CHILDREN! 








..- FATE HAS DECREED 
THAT THESE ARE THE 
ENP TIMES ANP YOU 

MUST SUFFER. 


A 
DARKNESS 
HAS 
FALLEN 
THAT 
CANNOT 
BE 


DANGER 
BESETS US 
FROM 
WITHOUT 
AND 
WITHIN. 


FATE HAS 
DECREED 
THAT THIS IS 
YOUR 
DOOM... 





YOU LAUGH AT 
FATE, YOU MISERABLE 
LITTLE CREATURE? 


PHONCIBLE, THIS MAN IS 
MY TEACHER’ HE IS RESPECTED 
BY THE WISE AS A GREAT 
DREAMING MASTER’ 


WE HAVE SEEN A GREAT PISASTER 
IN THE NORTH. ASH FALLS FROM 
THE SKY, AND THE VALLEY IS 
FILLING WITH GHOSTLY POCKETS 
OF CRUELTY AND SORROW... 


APPARENTLY THE WISE 


NOBODY ROLLS THE DICE 
FOR ME, PAL. THE ONLY DANGER 
WITHIN US IS THIS SLOP 
YOU’RE DISHIN’ OUT! 


THIS SLOP, YOU IMP, 
IS A TRADITIONAL 
PAWANIAN DISH - - 


DON’T KNOW ABOUT 
REFRIGERATION. 
YOU TRYIN’ TO 

GIVE US 
FOOD POISONING, 
OLD MAN? 


JUST TO CURDPLE 


..- ZL HAVE COME TO 
SEEK YOUR COUNCIL AND? 
TO LEARN THE STATE OF 

AFFAIRS WITHIN THE WALLS 

OF OUR GREAT CITY. 


THE PEOPLE 
ARE FRIGHTENED. 


THE GHOST CIRCLES THAT 
SURROUND US 
FORETELL THE COMING OF 
THE LOcusT. 





IT TAKES FOURTEEN PAYS 


ISN’T THERE 
ANYTHING IN 
OUR LORE 
THAT MIGHT 
TELL US HOW 
TO ESCAPE 
OUR DOOM? 


YOU WERE NEVER THE 
MOST ATTENTIVE PUPIL, 
YOUR MAJESTY. 
YOU PREFERRED THE 
STABLES TO YOUR 
LESSONS. YOU HAD A 
PARTICULAR FONDNESS 
FOR COWS, AS I 


D’LL TAKE THAT 
AS A NO. 


YOUR KITCHEN 
LOOKS NEGLECTED, 
OLD FRIEND. 
HAS SOMETHING 
HAPPENED? 


WHEN MY NATIVE 
PAWA DECLARED 
ITSELF FOR THE 
LOCUST, 

MY CUISINE AND I 
FELL OUT 
OF FAVOR. 


RECALL. 


MUCH HAS 
CHANGED... 


I SHOULD 


THE INNER COUNCIL THAT 
NEVER HAVE 


WATCHED OVER THE CITY 
HAS BEEN DISSOLVED. 
THEY HAVE BEEN REPLACED 
BY DISCIPLES OF VENU WHO 
CALL THEMSELVES THE 
VEDU. 


THE ORDER OF THE 
DREAMING EYE. 
THEY ACCEPT AS TRUTH ONLY 
THE TEACHINGS OF VEN, 
THE HUMAN QUEEN. 


THEY HAVE OUTLAWED 
ALL DRAGON LORE. 


WHAT? HOW CAN THEY 
SEPARATE VEN FROM THE 
DRAGONS? 

VEN WAS TAUGHT By 
THE DRAGONS’ 


BE CAREFUL, 
YOUR HIGHNESS. SUCH HOW PIP 
WORDS WILL GET YOU raeeeea 
ARRESTED OR WORSE’ 
THE VEpU 
BELIEVE THE 
DRAGONS ARE ANIMALS, 
AND ARE IMPURE. 


VERY 
SORRY, 
YOUR 
MAYESTY. 





NO, MASTER, IT IS YOU THORN, PLEASE 
WHO MUST FORGIVE US. BRING OUT 
I SWEAR TO YOU THAT = THE PRAYER STONE 
I WILL NOT LEAVE YOU YOU RECEIVED 
ALONE AGAIN. AT THE SHRINE. 


THAT’S STRANGE! YES... THIS IS ONE OF OURS. 
I WALKED THROUGH IT IS A SECRET TALISMAN 
A COLD SPOT. FOR THOSE OF US WHO 
RESIST THE VEDU. 


HOW INTERESTING THAT IT 

SHOULD COME INTO YOUR 
GRANPPAUGHTER’S 
POSSESSION. 


IT SAYS: 
MOONWORT. 


A MOST BELOVED RULER. IN TIMES OF 


THORN’S 
DARKNESS, HER 
MOTHER. THOUGHTS 
WERE ALWAYS FOR HER. 
PEOPLE FIRST- - 


FONE BONE 
LOOK OUT 





IT’S BRIAR! 
SHE’S HERE’ 


YOUR WILL IS NO LONGER YOUR 
OWN, PRINCESS .... 
THE LOCUST SUMMONS YOU. 


SHE’S WALKING 


A \ Mj. 
SHADOW! J — TOWARD US - - 

Right p IN A TRANCE? 
WHERE THE \ 





COME, PRINCESS, 


LET ALL YOUR TROUBLES MELT AWAY... 


STOP HER! AND SHE’S 
A STILL 


DON’T LET 
HER REACH THE Ss 7 WAL 7 
COLD SPOT! sai as 





SMILEY” 


COME AROUND 
TO THIS SIDE 
ANP PUSH! 
WE’RE ALMOST 
TO THE 
SHAPOW, 


YES ... ALMOST THERE - - 


I MUST SEEK THE 
CROWN OF HORNS. 











Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 





THORN! you 


ALL RIGHT? 


HAS THIS I’VE NEVER WITNESSED ANYTHING 
HAPPENED LIKE IT. THE LOCUST JUST ATTEMPTED 
TO STEAL YOUR GRANDDAUGHTER - - RIGHT IN 
FRONT OF US/ 


IN THE HEART OF THE SACRED CITY 


ISN’T THIS WHAT DO NOT LEAVE \ ZI WON’T. AND IT MIGHT 
HS IS A WE WERE WORRIED | | HER ALONE FOR ) BE BEST IF YOU CALLED 
ew KIND C ABOUT? EVEN TOGETHER ANY MEMBERS 
AN INSTANT. OF THE INNER COUNCIL 
I’M TAKING HER WHO ARE STIL- 


BACK TO THE 
ROOM. 


IT WILL 
BE 


DONE. 





JUST A MOMENT, 
YOUNG FELLOW. 
TELL ME EXACTLY 
WHAT YOU 


I’LL SEND A 
MESSENGER 
AS SOON AS 
THE INNER COUNCIL 
IS ASSEMBLED. 


you SAW 
A 


BLURRY 
SHADOW. 


I WAS 
TOO Busy 
SAVING THE 
PRINCESS 
TO REALLy 
LOOK, 
NOW 
WASN’T £7? 


L THINK IT 
eee BE BEST YES, THANK yOU 
YOU : . 
TRY TO KEEP ee 
HER AWAKE, 
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BO vou 
HEAR ME, MASTER..... ? 


BRIAR... 


WE ARE GROWING STRONGER... 


O, GREAT LOCUST... 


«++ THE GHOST CIRCLES ARE CAUSING 
TERROR THROUGHOUT THE LAND... 


YES, LORP, YOUR PLANS 


ARE BEARING FRUIT. . . 
SOON YOU WILL BE STRONG ENOUGH 


TO FREE YOURSELF WITHOUT 
THE HELP OF THE LIVING PRINCESS ... 





THE 
SHE IS NOT WITH YOU.... 
VENI-YAN-CARI.-- | DOES SHE STILL OPPOSE US? 


MORE THAN YOU KNOW, MY MASTER, HOW CAN 
FOR I HAVE SEEN WITHIN HER HEART THIS 


BE? 
THE NAME OF THE OBSECT YOU FEAR MOST... 


. +» THE CROWN OF HORNS... 


SHE HAS PEERED WITHIN A GHOST CIRCLE 
AND THE NAME WAS PELIVERED TO HER BY 
HER DEAD MOTHER ... 


YOU WILL PREVENT 
HER FROM LEARNING 
ITS MEANING, NOR POES SHE KNOW ITS THE SECRET. 


SECRET LOCATION 


HOWEVER, SHE POES NOT GRASP 





OF COURSE... MY RAT CREATURES ARE NEARING TANEN GARP 
WHERE THEY WILL JOIN FORCES WITH THE ARMY OF PAWA. 
TOGETHER OUR ARMIES WILL LAUNCH A PEVASTATING 
ATTACK ON THE OLP KINGPOM. 


WE WILL CRUSH THE CITY, KILL THE PRINCESS, 
ANP CREATE SUCH TERROR AS 


GO FORTH, 
TO FREE YOU OF THE STONE FOREVER. BELOVED ..- 


THIS PLAN PLEASES US. 








rf ~~ 
Be y 
La a 
rz 


bY SJecr SMITH 
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ALREADY... 7 





HMM? HE’S PROBABLY 
CHECKING ON BARTLEBY. 


LI DON’T LIKE THE IDEA OF MY DISGUISE. . . BOY, 
ANY OF US BEING ALONE IN THE I DON’T SEE HOW I'LL SAY! 
CITY. HERE, DON’T FORGET THIS IS SUPPOSED TO YOU LOOK 
YOUR DISGUISE. MAKE US BLEND IN. LIKE AN 
THIS HAT MAKES ME 
LOOK RIPICULOUS! 


IS THAT SO? 
AND WHAT ARE YOu 
SUPPOSED TO BE? 

A LAWN GNOME? 
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BARTLEBY? 


HEY, L BROUGHT 
YOU SOME 
BREAKFAST/ 





WATCH IT! YOU’/RE 
GETTIN’ TOO BIG WHAT PIP YOU I BROUGHT 5 
TO LEAN ON ME’ : BRIN@ ME? SOME OF IT ‘S STINKY 
OUR DINNER FROM AN’ GROSS - - 
LAST NIGHT. JUST THE WAY 
YOu LIKE IT/ 


MMM 
SMELLS 
GOoP!/ 


YOU KNOW, BARTLEBY, 
I NEVER HAD A PAL 
LIKE YOU 
BEFORE. 
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WHAT’S GOING 
ON HERE? 


THIS FARMER CLAIMS HIS. 
IVE BEEN HAY CART WAS STOLEN AND 
ROBBED! HE WANTS TO ENTER 
THE CITY TO SEARCH 
FOR IT. 








| 


I WAS TAKIN’ A NAP 
BY THE ROAP WHEN 
TWO LITTLE 
FELLOWS WITH 
HUGE NOSES 
STOLE OFF 
WITH IT? 


GO AWAY, FARMER. 
WE HAVE MORE SERIOUS 
MATTERS AT HAND 
THAN WORRYING ABOUT 
YOUR HAY. 





A HAY CART WAS ALLOWED 
TO PASS THE GATES LAST 
EVENING, SIR, BUT AN 
OLD WOMAN AND HER GRAND- 
DAUGHTER WERE 
DRIVING. 


BUT IT’S MY , GET ALONG 
WAGON? NOW, OR 
HOW DO YOU EXPECT I’LL PUT YOUR 
ME TO MAKE MY LEGS IN IRON 
LIVING? FOR YOU. 





WHERE ARE YOU 
GOING? THE 
STABLES ARE 

BACK THAT 


AY! 


TO CHECK OUT 
THE MARKETPLACE. 
SEE WHAT THE 
LOCALS ARE USING 
FOR CURRENCY. 


NOBODY ASKED 
YOU TO COME ALONG. 
BUT IF YOU’RE 
GONNA INSIST, JUST TRY 
TO KEEP UP, OKAY? 


SORRY, 
MISTER! 











IT! 
THE QUEEN’S 
SQUARE... 


CENTRAL 
MARKETPLACE 


q YOU/RE NOT GONNA 
FIND ANY GOLD 





PHONEY/ 
WAIT UP! 


I HOPE L 
PIDN’T MESS UP 
YOUR NICE 
SOFT FUR. 


THIS ISNT WORTH 
THE RISK. OH, YEAH? , 
THEY DON’T USE eee ION 
MONEY HERE! WELL, THE TAKING PLACE 
TINGLING RIGHT NOW. 
SENSATION IN MY 
SCALP SAYS 


SHE’LL PAY FOR IT 
WITH AN EGG, JUST 
LIKE EVERYWHERE ELSE 
IN THE VALLEy. 


SHE’S BUYING THE 
BLANKET. SHE HASN’T PAID 
FOR IT YET. 

LET’S JUST WATCH! 





BOY, THAT’S 
DISAPPOINTING. 





~~ Dita 

Vie WN) Wi 
A a | 
BIA <= lend 7 = 


MISS BEE, PLEASE 

TELL YOUR FRIEND 

THAT YOU DON’T 
KNOW ME, 





HVE AS 
CN 





YOU DID IT.’ 
YOU CHASED 
THE BIG BULLY OFF’ 
BLESS yOu, 


L DON’T 
BELIEVE 
IT! 

IS IT 
GOLp? 


THAT 
ROUGHNECK 
BEE IS 
THE 

TERROR 


BUT THAT 


WOMAN 
PAID FOR 
HER 
BLANKET 

WITH AN 


you 
PROMISED 
NO MORE 
STINGING 
PEOPLE. 


EVER SINCE 
THE GHOST CIRCLES 
TRAPPED HIM 
INSIDE THE CITY, 
BUSINESS IS DOWN. 
FOLKS ARE 
TOO SCARED 
TO SHOP’ 


THIS EGG IS MY BREAKFAST! 
THEY ONLY PAY WITH EGGS 
OUT IN THE STICKS! 


LISTEN, WE HAVE 
A PROPOSITION FOR 
YOU FELLOWS... 





THE BEES WEREN’T 
SO BAD AT FIRST, WHEN 
THEY JUST SWARMED 
AROUN? THE WELL 
ONCE A DAY TO 


THE SOLDIERS 
HAVE A RESERVE 


BUT THEY’RE STINGY! 
THEY ONLY HAND IT OUT IN 


A 


WATER SUPPLY. THESE LITTLE, TINY 
<< JARS! 


WHICH WE SELL 
NEARLY EMPTY 
TO THE BEES 
AT HIGH PRICES! 


THE QUEEN OF 


REALLY? DREAMS SMILES 


ILL DO IT! 


Ls 4, 
Xx (j 
-~ Frwy 


ie KA an \ 


7{ BUT EVER SINCE THE GHOST 
CIRCLES POISONED THE WATER, 
THEY’VE BEEN NOTHING “ 
BUT TROUBLE! 


aa") 
(= eat if 
\=/ 


ec 


YES, YES! THAT BEE COMES HERE 
EVERY DAY AND LOSES HIS TEMPER. 
WE’LL GIVE YOU MORE GOLD COINS 

IF YOU COME BACK TOMORROW! 


——_ 


NO PROBLEM! 
SEE YOu 
TOMORROW! 





WHAT THEY’RE A SIMPLE DISTRIBUTION ON TOP OF 
DOING TO THOSE PROBLEM! I’LL THAT 
BEES IS TERRIBLE! GINE THE BEE A PIECE , 

OF MY FEE, SO HE MY SCALP IS 
CAN PAY THE MERCHANTS! BIG TINGLIN’, 
EVERYBODY’S HAPPY, AND FONE BONE, 
I STILL MAKE A KILLIN’! 


. THAT ONLY 
HAPPENS WHEN I’M 
ABOUT TO 


SCORE BIG 


THIS HAS NOTHIN’ OF COURSE 
GOLD. TO DO WITH HER. IT’S GONNA GO , WHOA. 
I’M NOT T’/LL HANPLE THE DEAL WRONG! WHOA, WAIT. 

GONNA LET YOU SO EVERYBODY’S \ is 

JEOPARDIZE HAPPY. THIS THE WAY 
THORN’S SAFETY. I PROMISE WE CAME IN? 

NOTHIN’LL GO 
WRONG. 


C’MON, WE’LL GO ANYWAY, NOBODY’S 
UP ANV GET OUR ¢ GOING TO FIND OUT THAT 
BEARINGS. THORN IS A PRINCESS 
a IN DISGUISE - - 





THIS IS SERIOUS. YEAH, YEAH, AN’ THE Y YEP. WE’RE HANGIN’ 
YOU HEARD THE OLD RAT CREATURES ARE AROUND JUST LONG 
TEACHER LAST NIGHT’ COMIN’, BUT WE’RE ENOUGH TO GET 
THERE’S BEEN SOME GONNA BE LONG GONE MORE GOLD. 
KIND OF A TAKEOVER. BEFORE 
IF ANYONE FINDS OUT ANY OF THAT 
WHO SHE IS, IT’LL BE HAPPENS. 

DANGEROUS! 


HOW MUCH 
GOLD DO 
YOU NEED? 





WHAT BO YOU ah vw L THINK YOU'RE RIGHT. 


THERE’S THE ROYAL 
THINK IT MIGHT BE SEAL. 


THIS USED ALL THAT'S 
LEFT OF THE 
PALACE. 


LI HAVE I PICTURED 
TO SAY I’M SOMETHING A LOT 
A LITTLE MORE OPULENT. 


DISAPPOINTED. 


BOY. THE RAT CREATURES REALLY 
PID A NUMBER ON THIS PLACE. 


IT’S THE GUARDS! 
QUICK, WE HAVE 
TO HIDE! 





HOW |S SHE? HAVE YOU 
KEPT HER AWAKE? 


IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE 
KEEP THE PRINCESS 


GOOP MORNING, 
YOUR HIGHNESS. WOULD 
YOU LIKE SOME TEA? 


NO, THANK 
you 


TEACHER. 


I MANAGE? TO ROUND UP SOME WATER 
RATIONS, ANP BROUGHT MERMIE WITH ME. 
SHE’S AN EXPERT IN HERBAL TEAS. 


IT WILL BE MORE DIFFICULT 
FOR THE LOCUST 
IF HE CANNOT USE THE 
MEDIUM OF DREAMS 
TO CONTACT HER. 


ARE YOU SURE? 
YOU LOOK A BIT 
TIRED. 


I’M SURE. 
THANK YOU. 




















MAYBE SHE 
NEEDS A 
BLANKET, 






ARE YOU SURE YOU 


GRAN’MA, L’VE 
WOULPN’T LIKE SOME 
TEA? 


BEEN DRINKING 
TEA ALL NIGHT. 
IF LT HAVE A 
ANOTHER PROP 
I’M GOING TO 
THROW UP. 
















WOULD HER 

HIGHNESS 

LIKE THE WINDOW 
OPEN? 























WHAT Z’D LIKE 
IS TO DISCUSS 
THE SITUATION 
IN THE CITY. 








THE CHILD’S 
HEAD IS 
WARM. 











GOOD IDEA. 
THAT WILL 


AWAKE UNTIL 
THE 
MEETING 


WHAT SHE REALLY 
NEEDS |S THE SMELLY 
TEA. GIVE ME THE 
BAG OF HERBS. 







WHERE WISER 
FOLK THAN US 
CAN DECIDE 
WHAT TO DO 







WOULD YOU 
LIKE HONEY 
IN YOUR 
TEA? 





To 


SL eae 


= 


TELL ME ABOUT THIS EDICT TARSIL, HE’S ALWAYS 
OUTLAWING THE CAPTAIN OF CHALLENGED THE 
DRAGON THE QUEEN’S DRAGONS’ 
LORE. GUARD. AUTHORITY. 


WHO IS 
RESPONSIBLE? 


HE EVEN LED AN BUT THE PRAGONS THERE WAS A SHORT 
EXPEDITION AS A YOUNG PUNISHED HIM. BATTLE. THE PRAGONS 
COMMANPER TO THE VERY THEY CRIPPLED GANE FAIR WARNING 
EDGE OF THE TARSIL FOR HIS BEFORE ATTACKING 
DRAGONS’ SACRED IMPUDENCE! WITH OPEN 
BURIAL GROUNDS. FLAME. 


TARSIL REPENTED, HE’S SURROUNDED 
BUT HIS BY FIERCE AND LOYAL 
RESENTMENT WARRIORS. . . 
IS WELL-KNOWN. WE COUNCIL MEMBERS 
OF ARE OLD AND FEEBLE. .. 


WHEN THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
FIRST APPEARED, HE 
OPENLY BLAMED THE 
PRAGONS AND 
ORDERED HIS SOLDIERS 
TO DESTROY ALL 
DRAGON SHRINES. 





TARSIL KNOWS FOR AWHILE YOU THINK HE’LL WE ARE A 
ABOUT US. HE WAS ONE OF VIEW US AS THREAT. 
THE PEOPLE I A THREAT? 
KEPT IN CONTACT 
WITH DURING OUR 
EXILE IN 
BARRELHAVEN. 


HIS MEN WILL 
BE ON THE LOOKOUT 
OR US. 


WOULD YOU LIKE YOU ANP YOUR- - / 
G@oop. SOME TEA, NOW? GET IT OUT OF 


WE HAVE THE HERE, OR 
AN) DNANTAGE I’LL MAKE YOU 
AS LONG AS HE DRINK 
DOESN’T KNOW THE WHOLE 
WE’RE HERE. POT. 


SHE CERTAINLY 
TAKES AFTER 
you... 


{ THE MEETING, 
IN, OLD 
FRIEND. 





YOU/RE SURE 
THEY WERE 
BONE 
CREATURES? 


TARSIL DESCRIBED 
THEM PERFECTLY. 
HE SAID THE 
QUEEN WOULD 
BE TRAVELING 
WITH THEM. . . 


NO, BUT 
I’M TELLING YOU 
I SAW THEM 
COME UP HERE. 


«++ AND THIS 
MORNING, THE GUARD AT 
THE GATE SAID AN OLD 
WOMAN ANP? HER GRAND- 
DAUGHTER ENTERED THE CITY 
LAST NIGHT AT DUSK. 





TROUBLEMAKERS 
ALWAYS PUT 
THESE UP 
DURING THE 


IF L EVER 
CATCH THE 
ANIMALS THAT 
DO THIS, 


WE 
HAVE TO GET 
TO GRAN’MA BEN 
AND WARN HER! 


NIGHT. T/LL BREAK THEIR 
SKULLS. 


ANARCHY, 
THAT’S WHAT THE 
PROBLEM Is. 


MAYBE WE CAN 
SLIP DOWN THE BACK 
WHILE THEY’RE 

BUSY DEFACING THERE’S NO NORMALCY 
OTHER PEOPLE’S LEFT... 
SHRINES. THE GOVERNMENT’S BROKEN DOWN 
AND THERE’S NO ONE 
TO PAY TAXES TO. 


THEY DON’T 
HAVE A 


KING, 
REMEMBER? 


TAXES TO A 
KING SO 
HE’LL 
PROTECT 
THEM. 





EXACTLY. 





‘2 
CANADA 








— 


. — ‘ | \ | Ke 
—— \ / > ~~ 
=== 8) Jerk SMa a 


= 


HE’S TALKING 
TO THE BUG 
THEN 
WE HAVE NO 
CHOICE BUT 
TO WAIT. 


THE BUG 
IS THE ONLY 
ONE WHO 
CAN SEE A PATH 
THROUGH 


THE GHOST 
CIRCLES. 


HOW IS EXHAUSTED. UNDERSTANDABLE, V OUR SUPPLIES 
EVERYONE A BIT FRIGHTENED MAYBE WE SHOULD ARE LIMITED, 
HOLDING BY THE BREAK OUT TINSMITH. 
DISCOVERY I URGE 
OF THE WE WAIT UNTIL 
TRACKS ... NIGHTFALL. 
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WHY WAIT? WE WE HAVE ENOUGH _— 
HAVE MORE THAN PROVISIONS 
ENOUGH WATER FOR A ONE-WAY .--IF ATHEIA DIDN'T 
TO REACH JOURNEY. SURVINE THE 
ATHEIA. ‘ eiulier cap waa EXPLOSION? 


PROPOSE WE DO... 


LUCIUS THINKS IT DID. 

AND AS LONG AS I’NVE ae 
KNOWN HIM, HE’S ALWAYS THE SOLDIERS 
BEEN RIGHT. : DON’T TRUST 


E KNOW THERE WAS TROUBLE I’M NOT IL WAS WITH 
itd eee exes BACK WHEN HE WAS CAPTAIN OF & TALKING | CAPTAIN DOWN 
T/LL REMIND THE GUARD. SOMETHING ABOUT ABOUT A THAT NIGHT 
YOU THAT A ROMP WITH THE ROYAL ROYAL ) FIFTY YEARS 
LUCIUS POWN SISTERS. BUT OUT HERE, SCANDAL. 
IS A PERSONAL 
FRIEND OF 


AGO, 
DON” E ANP I SAW 
WE DON’T CARE eT 





HE MARCHED OUR ARMY YOU WERE THE RAT CREATURES COULD 
STRAIGHT INTO A AMBUSHED, NOT HAVE AMBUSHED US 
RAT CREATURE TRAP. THE SO WHAT? WITHOUT INSIDE KNOWLEDGE 
BLOODBATH THAT FOLLOWED OF OUR ROUTE. 
WAS THE BEGINNING OF THE j 
GREAT WAR ITSELF. 


Va 
WHY WOULP HE DO IT? 
LUCIUS DOESN’T 

LIKE RAT CREATURES. 
HE FIGHTS THEM! 


FIFTY YEARS 
LATER, 


WHERE’S YOUR 
PROOF?! 


HE WAS THE ONLY 
ONE WHO KNEW OUR 
ROUTE THAT NIGHT. 


A YOUNG FARMER JON - - ? 
NAMED - 
TONATHAN OAKS 
HAS GIVEN US 


OUR PROOF BLOODY STARS. 





JUST 
EIGHT DAYS AGO, 

- YOUNG JONATHAN 
WITNESSED LUCIUS IN 
THE ARMS OF OUR 
ENEMY, THE 
HOODED ONE - - 


I BELIEVE 
JONATHAN TOLD 
YOU THE SAME STORY 
HE TOLP Us. 


-- DOING NOTHING 

WHILE OUR TROOPS 

WERE ATTACKED BY 
RAT CREATURES. 


YES. ANP LUCIUS 
HIMSELF TOLD ME 
THAT THE HOOPEPD ONE 
IS ACTUALLY 
PRINCESS BRIAR - - 
ONE OF THE TWO 
ROYAL SISTERS. 


WHICH BRINGS 
is 


u 
TO THE 
DISCOVERY 
OF THE 
TRACKS ... 





RAT CREATURE 
TRACKS. 


[7 
FINDING THESE 
TRACKS WAS 














IT APPEARS THAT 
CAPTAIN POWN ANP HIS BUG 
HAVE BROUGHT US 

RIGHT TO OUR 
ENEMY. 










GATHER YOUR PEOPLE, BOTH OF 
YOU. WE NEED TO HURRY BEFORE 
THE WIND COVERS 
UP THESE FOOTPRINTS. 


Ad A 


DEAD SERIOUS. 7 


YOU EYrECT US 
TO FOLLOW TH 
GHOST CIRCLES KILL 
So RAT CRE! ATURES, 
SERIOUS. WHEREVER 
THEY 
CAN WALK, 
WE CAN 
WALK. 


YOU HAVE NO RIGHT 
TO PUT THESE PEOPLE AT . 
WE’LL CUT OUR 
TRAVEL TIME TO 
ATHEIA IN HALF. 


YOU GO TOO FAR. y 

I WON’T ALLOW IT. pea ee BU WITHOUT THE BUG, 
ON AHEAD. THERE ARE ONLY 

TWO CHOICES... 


FOLLOW 


THESE TRACKS - - 
OR 
STUMBLE THROUGH 
THE GHOST CIRCLES 
ON YOUR OWN. 











MASTER... 


PAWAN 
GENERALS HAVE 
ARRIVED. 


dene 





WE MEET, 
GENERAL. 


OUR TWO ARMIES 
HAVE ENDURE? MUCH 


HARPSHIP 
SO THAT WE MIGHT 


COME TOGETHER HERE IN THE 
FOOTHILLS OF 
TANEN GARP.... 





I REGRET I HAVE NO 
LUXURIES TO OFFER YOU.... 
«+ -NO CUSHIONS TO SIT UPON... 
.. IT IS MY BELIEF... THAT 
MATERIAL NEEDS ARE A SIGN 


-+»NO WINE TO DRINK... 


OF WEAKNESS. 


WE CONTROL 
ALL THE SUPPLY 
ROUTES. 


\ BUT SOMETHING IS 
PEPER US ai TROUBLING US... 
HAS THE CITY BEEN... y 


ISOLATED? 


SO TELL ME, 


DO NOT CONCERN - -VERY OLD 


YOURSELF. AND IMPORTANT BY JOINING OUR ARMIES 
ALLIES OF BETWEEN THEM, 
TANEN GARD THE ATHEIANS. WE HAVE CUT OFF ANY ASSISTANCE 
THE CITY MAY HAVE HOPED FOR 
FROM THAT QUARTER. 


BELONGS TO THE 
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AS WE MARCHED 
OUR ARMY HERE TO 
TANEN GARD, WE 
NOTICED A NEW 
PLAGUE COVERS 
THE LAND - - 
EVIL RINGS OF DEATH 
THAT OUR 
HOLY MEN CALL 
GHOST CIRCLES. 


WITHOUT THE 
DRAGONS 
THE ATHEIANS 
ARE 


NOTHING. 
WE WILL CRUSH 
THEM. 


MY LORD, 
ABOUT THE 
PLAGUE - - 





AK 


I AM CONDUCTING 


THIS WAR, GENERAL... . 


YOU SHOULD PREPARE YOUR SOLDIERS. WE WILL LEAVE 
A BATTALION HERE AT TANEN GARDP.... 
OUR MAIN FORCE LEAVES IMMEDIATELY 


YOU ARE DISMISSED. 


AND YET, 


WE DO NOT 
OUR BRAVEST WARRIORS SEE THEM 


WE SENT MANY OF 


TO AID YOU IN HERE 


YOUR ASSAULT ON 
OLD MAN’S CAVE. WITH YOU. CIRCLES? 





pith ig AX YOUR SOLDIERS FOUGHT 
STICK-EATER? ba BRAVELY, GENERAL... 


...- BUT ZT WAS 
FINISHED 





: ae 
iy YW 
ides , 


REMEMBER 
OUR 
AGREEMENT, 
GENTLEMEN ... 


THE PAWA ARMY IS 
MINE TO 
COMMANP UNTIL WE 
SACK THE CITY. 


WE DIDN’T KNOW 
THE VALLEY. 


IN RETURN... 
YOUR WARRIORS CAN PLUNDER 
ATHEIA FOR ALL HER 
TREASURE. 


g oh , YOU DIPN’T? 
ANP NOW YOU THINK THE TREASURE WON'T BE 
ENOUGH TO COMPENSATE YOU? 








LI HAVE WAITED A LONG TIME HAVE NO LOVE Of} 


WILL NOT THE ATHEIANS. TH H 
FOR MY REVENGE....£ BI EY ARE RIC , 
NI ILL NO E VI 


STOPPED BY YOUR LACK OF 
CONVICTION .... 
DO YOUR PEOPLE WANT 
THE ATHEIANS DESTROYE 





J I SEE... ANP YOU THINK RISE, 
YOU WOULD? MAKE BETTER GENERAL. 
RICH, ARROGANT OVERLORDS. AM GOING TO GIVE YOU 


A SECOND CHANCE. 


YOU WILL REMAIN MASTER, THE SOLDIERS 7 / WHAT SHOULD 
Here tek eNO OF PAWA ARE THE BRAVEST WE DO IF THE 
IN THE WORLD... BUT EVEN GREAT RED DRAGON 


THE BATTALION WE CAN’T FIGHT DRAGONS. APPEARS? 
WE LEAVE AT - 
TANEN GARD. 


NOT TO WORRY, 
GENERAL .... 


I HAVE A 
BACK UP 
PLAN. 





sce SASH cee SSevisH 








yy 
8Y Serr Smith ys) 


AT LEAST 
WE KNOW OUR 
WAY 


FROM HERE. . . 


SEE ANY 
GUARDS? 


NAH, 
WE’RE SAFE 
NOW. 


COME ON, 
WE GOTTA TELL 
SMILEY ABOUT 
TH’ 


it FINALLY 


WE FOUND 
THE MARKET 


i THIS 
SG.UARE. ees 


RAT MAZE! 


OH, NO YOU DON’T... 


YOU LISTEN TO ME, 
PHONCIBLE P. BONE... 





‘ 

BECAUSE OF US, WHAT ABOUT THE | | FORGET THE BEE OKAY, FORGET 
TARSIL KNOWS GIANT BEE? I TOLD you THE BEE ~ - 

GRAN’MA BEN AN? WE’RE GONNA NEED THAT PLAN IS : 

THORN ARE IN THE SMILEY’S HELP GONNA LET’S FIGURE 
CITY. WE HAVE TO PROTECT THE BACKFIRE! OUT WHERE THE 


EM! _ PEDDLERS GOT 
TO WARN TH PEDDLERS. / > ALL THIS GOLD 


TO PAY US 
FROM! 


IT’S GOLP, WE’RE CAUGHT, OKAY 
Poe POUe! PHONEY! SOLDIERS PONT POP A 
GObP. IY INSIDE THE WALLS BLOOP VESSEL 
WHERE DIP I AND RAT CREATURES i 
THEY | 
SO MUCH 
OF IT?! 


ILL GO GET 
SMILEY, YOU 
GO WARN THORN. 


AND BE CAREFUL, 
WE’LL RENDEZVOUS THERE’S STILL A LOT 
AT GRAN’MA BEN’S ROOM OF GUARDS LURKING 
BEFORE THE 
UNPERGROUND 
MEETING. 





SMART ALEC. 


IF HE GETS 
HIMSELF SURROUNDED By 
SOLDIERS, HE’LL WISH HE 

LISTENED TO ME. 





Sisetocisel SeESt Se SETS 
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THORN? ARE 
YOU AWAKE 
IN THERE? 





COME OUT ON THE 
BALCONY, THORN. OUT HERE? 
THERE’S SOMEONE 
TO SEE YOU. 


ds<I> 
px 
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ISNEIAS IO 
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WELL, THANK 
you 

THE MOON 
Is 

LOVELY? 





AT YOU-=- 
SO BEAUTIFUL! 
I SWEAR 
YOU LOOKS 
MORE LIKE 


OON 
ENER’DAY! 








THAT WAS HER 
MOONWORT NICKNAME, DEAR. 


WAS HER NAME? 





NOT THE MOON’ 
YOUR 


MOTHER! 
MOONWORT/ 





Va 
YOUR MOTHER WAS KIND SHE BELIEVED IN THAT’S 
AN’ BEAUTIFUL. BUILDIN’ THINGS LIKE WONDERFUL’ 


SHE LOVED EVER’ONE LIBRARIES AN’ PARKS. 
AN’ EVER’THING. WHY, ALMOS’ ALL THE 
ART AN’ PUBLIC 
GARDENS IN ATHEIA 
WAS PUT UP BY HER. 


WHAT ABOUT YOU, v 
GRAN’MA? I BUILT THE WALLS THAT \( 
WHEN YOU WERE Aj SURROUND THE CITY. - 


<a 
QUEEN, DIP + IVIVIV 
YOU BUIL? aw 
ANYTHING? N x " XX 
| XK 
XXX 


ANXIXX 
KOON 


THE OTHERS TO REACH k you GOIN’ IN OL’ MAN’S 
ATHEIA? i AROUN’ CAVE WHEN 
GATHERIN’ THE GHOST 
UP FAMILIES, CIRCLES 
ALMOS’ 
EVER’ONE |S 
STILL ALIVE! 


TED, HOW LONG WILL OH, YEAH! THEY WAS ; 
IT TAKE FOR LUCIUS AND THANKS TO ALL SAFE J 
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LET’S NOT CELEBRATE LI FIGGER ANP BRIAR? } 
JUST YET.... LUCIUS AN’ he ge eae gi 
HOW LONG, TED? HIS WARRIORS RAT CREATURES 
WILL MOS’ 4 OVER TO 
LIKELY REACH ¥ = TANEN GARD. 


HERE IN : SHE JOININ’ FORCES 
TWO DAYS. : . WITH TH’ PAWANS. 


WHOLE 
NASTY ARMY 
BE HERE EARLY 

AS TOMORROW. 


BRIAR MADE IT TED, I NEED you TELL HIM WE’LL HOLD OFF 
THROUGH THE TO TAKE A MESSAGE \ BRIAR’S ARMY AS LONG AS 
GHOST CIRCLES TO LUCIUS RIGHT WE CAN - - 
QUICKER AWAY. 


THAN I THOUGHT. ON THE SECOND NIGHT 


FROM TONIGHT, HAVE 
LUCIUS POSITION HIS MEN BEHIND 
THE RAT CREATURES - - 
OPPOSITE THE WEST GATE... 


... WHEN HE’S READY, NOT YET. OKEE-DOKEY, 
HAVE HIM LIGHT A TORCH ; THEN. 
UP ON SINNER’S ROCK. BUT _WE’RE HAVING SECOND 
WHEN WE SEE THAT SIGNAL, A MEETING OF THE NIGHT, 
WE'LL CHARGE OUT UNPERGROUN? SIGNAL FIRE UP 
THE GATE - - TRAPPING THE TONIGHT. ON SINNER’S 
ENEMY BETWEEN US! ROCK. 
GOT IT. 





BY THE WEST GATE, TED, 7 YOU TOO, 
THAT’S IMPORTANT. TED. 
WE’LL KEEP BRIAR’S MAIN FORCE GOOD-BYE! 
THERE IF WE CAN. 
ry 
\AV/ 
<NO) 
Ny 20 
VIVIV 
AY 
a. 
XA 


ARE YOU SURE 
THIS IS A GOOD (| 
PLAN, THEN? ly \(}) 
WAN 


IT ONLY DEALS WITH 0 y 
THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE ... INSIDE, WE STILL HAVE 
TARSIL THE USURPER TO 
DEAL WITH. 





/ 


VAVB OA CA \ 


COUSIN PHONEY! ry 
YOURE JUST IN TIME a 
TO JOIN BARTLEBY AN’ ME 
FOR SUPPER! WHAT’RE WE 
HAVIN’? 





SIT DOWN, SIT DOWN, 
WE’RE HAVING BLANK 
SANPWICHES. 


THERE. NOW HOLD YOUR 
BREAD LIKE THIS... 


FORTUNATELY, NOT EVEN 
you CAN DAMPEN MY 
SPIRITS TODAY... 






FIRST, WE CUT A 
BLANK SLICE OF BREAD - - 


SANDWICHES? AND REMOVE 
THE CRUST... 


WATCH IT, IT’S KINPA TRICKY. 


NOW PUT‘EM TOGETHER 
AND YOU HAVE A BLANK 





BECAUSE TODAY 
I’VE GOT 
GOLD! 


ME AN’ FONE BONE 
CHASED A BEE OUT 
OF THE 
MARKET SQUARE, 
AND THE MERCHANTS 
REWARDED US 
WITH TWENTY 
PIECES OF GOLD! 





NO KIDDIN’. SO... 
DO YOU THINK YOU 
CAN REWORK 
THESE COINS AND PUT 
MY FACE ON'‘EM? 


~~ 


THESE POOR PEOPLE 
ARE LONGING FOR A 
PROTECTOR. SOMEONE 
TO LOOK OUT 
FOR THEIR BEST 
INTERESTS. . . 


SOMEONE TO BE 
THEIR KING. 


JUST FOR 
CHASIN’ 
OFF A BEE? 


SURE. GOLD’S A 
SOFT METAL AN’ 
WE’NE GOT HAMMERS. 
I CAN RIG UP A 
STRIKE OPERATION, 
NO SWEAT. 


WAAAAIT A 
MINUTE... AID 
YOu FIND THE 

TREASURE? 








BUT GUESS WHAT? 


IT WAS A BIG BEE, 
THEY’LL PAY US 


TWENTY GOLD COINS 


EVERY MORNING IF 
WE’LL COME BACK 
ANP KEEP THE 
BEE AWAY! 


GOOD! 
‘CAUSE 
A LEADER 
HAS TO 
HAVE COINS 
WITH 

HIS FACE 
ON‘EM! 


NATCH! BUT ARE THEY 
REALLY GONNA MAKE 
YOU THEIR LEADER 
JUST FOR CHASIN’ 
OFF A BEE? 


NOT YET. BUT IT 
MUST BE HUGE! 
LOOK WHAT THEY CAN 
AFFORD TO PAY 
TST TO SWAT 


PO YOU THINK 
WHOEVER |S KING 
GETS TO KEEP 
THE TREASURE? 


WHOA, WHOA. js x ‘ 
on coumse VF roewunen  Y |W seeame: J asics 
THAT’S THE IS QUEEN, DOESN’T THE PRINCESS: CLAM THE 
bees ria TREASURE BELONG : TREASURE 
KING! Te) Dems BESIDES, I’M ONLY HUH? 
GONNA BE KING FOR 
A COUPLE OF DAYS. 


RIGHT! THEN WE’RE SPLITTIN’ 
FOR BONEVILLE, BECAUSE 
WE DON’T WANT TO BE 


SEE YA, PHONEY! 
HERE WHEN THE 


WE’RE FINALLY GOIN’ 
HOME TO BONE - - 


RAT CREATURES SHOW UP. Ol, BOY, THIS IS IT! 
/ 


SPEAKING OF 
WHICH, I BETTER GET 
OVER TO GRAN’MA’S 

ROOM FOR THE 
UNPERGROUND MEETING. 





Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


THE PAWANS AND THE 
RAT CREATURES ARE WORKING 
TOGETHER. .. 


... THIS IS NOT A . «THERE ARE MANY IN THE GUILD 
TRADE EMBARGO, WHO BELIEVE THE PAWAN ARMY 
GUILD MASTER. - WOULD END ITS BLOCKADE OF OUR 
THIS IS AN TRADE ROUTES IF YOU RELAXED 
ACT OF WAR. YOUR BAN ON DRAGON LORE - - 


LORP TARSIL, 
IF LT MAY SPEAK ON 
BEHALF OF THE 
MERCHANT HOUSES ... 


WHAT YOU ARE 
SAYING IS 
HERESY, 


ONLY IN THE PROVINCES’ 
MANY OF THE MERCHANTS FEEL WE COULD 
WIN THE COMMON PEOPLE 
AND ROB THE PAWAN ARMY OF LOCAL SUPPORT. 
THE BLOCKADE WOULD CRUMBLE. 





NORMALLY, WE WOULON’T DREAM OF 
ASKING SUCH A THING, YOUR WORSHIP- - 
EVERYONE ON THE COUNCIL 
KNOWS OF YOUR GREAT SACRIFICE - - 


B - - BUT 
ENERY DAY 
THE BLOCKADE 
CONTINUES 
THE MERCHANTS 
ARE LOSING 
MONEY. 


THEY ARE 
CORRUPT 
BEINGS. 
THEY LIVE 
IN THE EARTH LIKE 
WORMS... 


THEY ARE NOT 
OF THE LIGHT... 


LIKE YOU... 
«++ OR ME. 


THEY EAT OUR LIGHT. 


WHAT THE PRAGONS 
HAVE DONE TO ME, 
THEY MEAN TO 
DO TO OUR 
WHOLE WAY OF 
LIFE. 





YOUR GREATNESS, WV SOLDIERS 


JUST AS YOU PREVICTED ARE 
TWO OF THE BONE SEARCHING 
CREATURES HAVE NEAR THE 
BEEN SPOTTED OLD SQUARE 
IN THE CITY. NOW. 


AN OLD WOMAN 
ANP HER GRANDPAUGHTER 
ENTERED THE WEST 
GATE LAST NIGHT, 
BUT THEIR WHEREABOUTS 
ARE UNKNOWN. 


THE QUEEN. 


WHAT OF THE 
GUUEEN AND HER 
GRANDDAUGHTER .. 7 
THE HEIR TO 
THE THRONE? 


PUT MORE 
SOLDIERS ON 
THE STREET... 





FIND THOSE BONE 
CREATURES... 


THE CHARGES, 
MY LORD? 


ITIS 
AGAINST THE 
LAW TO 
WORSHIP 


SHE SHALL BE 
BURNED AT THE 
STAKE UNTIL 
DEAD. 


ONCE THEY LEAD YOu 
TO THE PRINCESS, ARREST HER 
ANP BRING HER TO ME, 


HERESY, 
SARGEANT~- 
AT-ARMS. .. 





THAT IS, UNLESS THE GUILD HAS 
AN OBJECTION TO CARRYING OUT 
THE LAW... ? 


NO 
OBJECTION. 


N 


>, 


amy 
| 


Pall 
Ly 
= 


en 


m=) 


—_ 
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THORN’ 
GET AWAY FROM 
THAT WINDOW. 


@RAN’MA, WHAT’S 
GOING ON? 
SOLDIERS ARE 
SWARMING ALL 
OVER THE 
STREETS. 


I’M NOT SURE, 
BUT IT CAN’T BE 
GOOD. 
TAKE YOUR 
SHAWL. WE HAVE 
TO GET TO THE 
MEETING. 


WE CAN’T LEAVE YET... 
FONE BONE’S NOT HERE. 


WHAT PO YOU MEAN 
HE’S NOT HERE? 
HE SHOULD HAVE 

BEEN HERE A LONG 
TIME AGO! 





COULD HE WE GOT WE HAVE NOT NOW. THE LIVES OF 
HAVE GOTTEN LOST THIS TO GO EVERYONE IN THE CITY 
LOST, MORNING, FIND DEPEND ON OUR MEETING 
PHONEY? BUT I THOUGHT TONIGHT. I’LL SEND 
HE KNEW HIS MERMIE OUT TO LOOK 
WAY FROM FOR FONE BONE. 
THE MARKET y 
SQUARE, 


MERMIE? MERMIE IS A : 
THE TEA SEVENTH LEVEL NOW LET'S 
LADY? DREAM-MASTER. GO- - 
SHE CAN ANP KEEP 
HANPLE YOUR HEADS 
IT. DOWN ... 





YOUR HIGHNESS, 


MERMIE, 
EVERYONE |S WAITING. FONE BONE IS 


MISSING - - 
LOST OR WORSE. 
SEE IF YOU CAN FIND 
HIM, PLEASE. 


I DON’T WANT A YES, A GHOST CIRCLE SHE CAN WE CAN TOO, 
REPEAT OF WAS FORMING HERE pO THAT? TO AN EXTENT. 
LAST NIGHT. IN THE MIPPLE OF BRIAR CAN WHEN THE 
DIP YOU FIGURE MY KITCHEN. CONTROL GHOST CIRCLES 
OUT WHAT YOUR SISTER BRIAR GHOST FIRST APPEARED 
THAT WAS ATTEMPTING CIRCLES, FROM THE NORTH, 
COLD SPOT TO REACH WE USEP 
WAS ? THROUGH OUR y : PRAYER STONES 
DEFENSES. \ gy TO Bie THEM 
y ACK. 


you MUST HAVE USED 
A LOT OF PRAYER STONES. 


ZL THINK WE SAW IT’S POSSIBLE... I’M VERY DON’T THANK ME YET. 
THAT LINE OF WE SENT THE WHOLE IMPRESSED, WAIT UNTIL YOU FIN? 
GHOST CIRCLES [ FRONT LINE BOUNCING OLD FRIEND. I OUT WHOSE 
YOU TURNED BACK TOWARD YOu. FEEL SAFER LORE WAS 
BACK. IS THAT ALREADY. ACTUALLY 
POSSIBLE? RESPONSIBLE. 


FOR TONIGHT’S 
MEETING, WE’VE 
SURROUNDED THE 
ENTIRE KITCHEN 
WITH PRAYER 
STONES. 





«+e LT DION T 
KNOW YOU 
WOULD 
BE HERE. 


YES, IT IS 
YOUR OLD 
HEADMASTER. . . 


_I AM RETIRED, 


AND 
i clas UNLIKE YOU, 


I NEVER 
LEFT. 


AH, YES. 
THE VENI-YAN-CARI. 
LET US HOPE 


LI DION’T BUT I HAP TO 
WANT TO PROTECT MY 
LEAVE MY ONLY 

PEOPLE, GRANDDAUGHTER. 

YOU KNOW 
THAT. 


BEGIN THE 
MEETING. 





I’LL COME RIGHT TO 
THE POINT. MY SISTER BRIAR IS 
STILL ALIVE AND IS LEADING AN 
INVASION FORCE THAT COULD BE 
HERE AS EARLY AS 
TOMORROW MORNING. 


INTERESTING. . . 
WHEN I FIRST 


I KNOW TARSIL 
HAS TAKEN CONTROL 
OF OUR ARMY, 

BUT HOW SMART IS HE? 
CAN HE DEFEND THE CITY 
AGAINST AN 
ATTACK? 


IN DIRECT 
VIOLATION OF 


ARRIVED, IT NOTICED 
THAT MOST OF THE 
FORTIFICATIONS 
HAD BEEN 
REBUILT- - 


WHAT ABOUT THE 
SOLDIERS 
THEMSELVES? 


GOOP. 
HE’S 
PREPARING 
FOR A 


POORLY TRAINED 
AN? BADLY DISCIPLINED. 
A SMALL GROUP OF 
FANATICS KNOWN 
AS THE VEU 
ENFORCE TARSIV’S 
RULE. 


THE TREATY WE 

SIGNED WITH THE 

RAT CREATURES, 

I SHOULD POINT 
OuT’ 


THE REST 
ARE EITHER 
MERCENARIES 
OR LOYAL 
TO THE 
OLD 
KINGDOM. 


WE HAVE SEEN HIS 
SOLDIERS BRINGING 
ANIMALS AND FODDER 
INSIDE THE MAIN 
WALLS, AND HE HAS 
BEGUN RATIONING 
WATER. 


WELL, AT LEAST 
SOME OF THE TRAINING 
I GAVE HIM WASN’T 


WASTED. 


I BELIEVE THEY 
ARE Abb LOYAL. 
IF WE TOLD THEM 
THAT YOU 
HAD RETURNED, 
THEY WOULD TURN 
ON THE USURPER 
ANP KILL HIM. 





HAS ANYONE BOTHERED 
TO TALK WITH THIS TARSIL? 
WE HAVE A COMMON ENEMY, 

PERHAPS WE COULD 
COOPERATE - - 





WHAT ABOUT THE TREASURY? 
IF WE HAD THAT, TARSIL WOULD 
LOSE HIS HOLD ON THE 
MERCENARIES. HE COULDN’T 
PAY THEM. 






THEN WE’D BETTER PLAY THE 
LOYALTY CARD. HEADMASTER, 
SPREAD THE WORP THROUGH 
THE RANKS THIS VERY 
NIGHT THE GUEEN HAS 
RETURNED - - 





JUST LIKE 
YOUR MOTHER. 


..» BUT TARSIL KNOWS THIS. 
HE’S HIDDEN THE TREASURE 
WHERE NO ONE 
CAN FINP IT. 


SOMEONE |S 
COMING! 


{ E HAVE TO 
Hutt! as GET OUT OF HERE! 
TARSIL KNOWS 
ABOUT US! 


NO, 
THAT’S WHAT 
TOOK ME SO 
LONG, I HAD 
TO SHAKE A 
COUPLE OF 
SOLDIERS. 


DIDN’T PHONEY 
TELL YOU? 

HIS GUARDS SAW US, 
AN’ THEY KNOW 
WE’RE TRAVELING 
WITH YOU! 


DID ANYBODY 
FOLLOW you 
HERE? 





WE’RE NOT SAFE HERE, 








WHERE’S 
PHONEY BONE? 
DIDN’T 
THE RUNT 
SEE US TURN 
BACK 
THERE? 


HURRY, 
FONE BONE, PRY 
THAT SHUTTER 

‘ 


N’ 
THE SOLDIERS 
ARE COMING - - 





FONE BONE, YOU 
SHOULDN’T HAVE 
BEEN SO ROUGH 
PULLING THE 
HEADMASTER 
THROUGH THE 
WINDOW, 


BUT I THINK WE’RE 

OKAY. STUCK HERE FOR A 
WHILE - - IT HOPE 

PHONEY GOT AWAY. 


THEY WENT 
PAST US. 


SORRY. I THOUGHT 
GETTING CAUGHT AN? 
THROWN IN A DUNGEON 

WOULD’VE BEEN 


THIS MAN IS 
THE GREATEST 
LIVING DREAM~- 
MASTER. 
SHOW SOME 
RESPECT! 


L HOPE THE OTHER 

MEMBERS OF THE 

RESISTANCE GOT 
AWAY. 


HE SAID 
HE WAS 
SORRY, 
GRAN’MA. 





SO THIS IS FONE BONE... THE LITTLE 
CREATURE WHO HAS COME INTO OUR VALLEY ge Whee eee Ee 
AND AWAKENED THE SLEEPING PRINCESS. ae 


WHETHER YOU HAVE 
SAVED US... 


rece MASTER. . . IT’S UNFAIR 
ae oaiesioe 
SUPPOSED LEARN THE TRUTH. IT WAS 
UNAVOIPABLE. 


BY THE TIME FONE BONE THE RAT CREATURES ' THE DRAGON WAS L AGREE 
WANDERED ONTO OUR FARM,| | WERE DEFYING THE RIGHT. AS MUCH [14 EsiLURE 
THE GREAT RED DRAGON HAD | | TREATY, BUT I WAS & AS Z WISHED TO IS YOURS 
BEEN TRYING FOR YEARS TOO STUBBORN PROTECT HER, IT IS eur 
TO CONVINCE ME TO LISTEN. THORN’S DESTINY | rue BURDEN 
TO TELL HER. TO REBUILD THE IS HERS 
KINGDOM. / 


SHE HAS 
HAP NO 
TRAINING. 
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BUT SHE HAS REACHED 
SHE WILL BE eae ee he ee THE TURNING WITHOUT 
Re eee ANY TRAINING, AND 
AM CONCERNED THAT 
SHE WILL FAIL. 


I HAVE HEARD ABOUT THESE 
MASTER, IF YOU HAP ESCAPADES. WRESTLING WITH DON’T YOU SEE HOW 


SEEN WHAT THIS DANGEROUS THIS IS 
THE LOCUST HIMSELF - - 
eles Seat Lee TEARING OFF A PIECE OF HIS YOUR MAJESTY? 


BEEN THROUGH, AN? HOW BLACK SOUL AND KEEPING IT 


SHE HAS HANDLED 
HERSELF, YOU WOULD WITHIN HER BOSOM! 


BE LESS WORRIED. 


THE VEIL THAT SEPARATES ~ “THE DRAGONS 
Lan Be ae ae P THIS WORLD FROM THE NEXT HAVE GONE 
OUT OF BALANCE ... HAS BEEN PIERCED, AND UNPERGROUNP 
GHOST CIRCLES HAVE BEGUN AND LEFT 
TO POOL AN? FORM... 


THESE ARE 
THE END TIMES, 
AN? SHE IS THE 
VENI-Y AN-CARI. 
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IF SHE FAILS - - WAIT- - 
WHAT IF £ 
IT WILL BE DION’T 
CATASTROPHIC. TAKE THIS TEST? 
WOULD THAT STOP 
THE DISASTER 
FROM HAPPENING? 
COULD WE STOP 
THE WAR? 


IN LIFE, THAT’S WHAT VENI-YAN-CARI 
TESTS COME MEANS, THE AWAKENEPD ONE. 
UPON ONE 
UNANNOUNCEP? 
AN? WITHOUT 
WARNING. AWAKENED 
ONE. 


BAH! TAKE HER BACK TO BRING HER BACK AFTER 
THE FARM. HER PRESENCE WE REBUILD THE KINGDOM. 
HERE MAKES THE 
SITUATION FAR 
TOO DANGEROUS - - 


Qa 


tt44s 





AND yOU/ WHAT_ARE WHO DOES HE I HAVE A GREAT 
you DOIN THINK HE 1s? DEAL MORE 
COW-TOWIN TO WE DIDN’T EXPERIENCE IN 
THIS NUTTY y : ~~ NEED HIS THESE MATTERS 
OLD FOP? ff =—y HELP BEFORE, THAN YOu, 
YOU’RE THE Vg a OAN’ WE DON’T YOUNG MAN. 
, J NEED IT 


THAT’S HARD TO 
BELIEVE - - 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN 
INSIDE A GHOST CIRCLE 
ANP TALKED 
TO DEAD PEOPLE? 

WE HAVE. 


I THOUGHT WE SORRY, WHAT ARE YOU TWO IMPOSSIBLE? 
WEREN’T GOING TO THAT WAS RASH. TALKING ABOUT? NO ONE BUT THE 
SHARE THAT. BUT THIS GUY WHEN DIP THIS DRAGONS CAN 
DOESN’T KNOW HAPPEN? TALK TO 
TACK. THE DEAD! 





DOES THIS MEAN 
YOU BELIEVE ME, EVEN 
THOUGH YOU COULDN’T 
HEAR THEIR VOICES. 

—~ YOURSELF? 


ONLY DRAGONS 
SPEAK TO THE DEAD. 
NO HUMAN CAN TRAVEL 
TO THAT DEPTH OF THE 
DREAMING AND RETURN. 


OF COURSE WELL, I PO NOT! 


B= VOICES INA 
ELIEVE YOU GHOST CIRCLE? 


L PON’T KNOW WHAT DEPTH THE 
CIRCLE TOOK US TO, BUT MY DEAD 
MOTHER SENT THIS MESSAGE... 


SEEK THE CROWN OF HORNS. 





WHAT’S WE BROKE 
cod UP A MEETING 
ON? OF DRAGON- SOME OF 
WORSHIPPERS THEM MIGHT’VE 
EARLIER- - RUN THIS WAY 
TRYING TO 
ESCAPE. 


JUST THIS CRAZY 
OLD FARMER WHO 


THERE’S WORP GOING AROUND? 
THAT THE QUEEN HERSELF 
CLAIMS HIS HAY CART 
WAS STOLEN. 


WAS AT THE MEETING. 
HE WANTS IN 


TO FIND IT. THEY MAY BE 


PLANNING AN 
INSURRECTION. 


SO STAY 
ALERT. 


BLOODY STARS. I HOPE YOU CATCH 
HALF THE MEN ARE THOSE DRAGON-LOVERS DON’T WORRY. 
IN THE TOWERS NOW AN? RIP THEIR GUTS OUT. THEY WON’T 
WATCHING FOR GET AWAY. 
AN ATTACK FROM 
PAWA- - 
NOW THIS? 
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SMILEY, ARE YOU 
IN HERE? 


WE GOTTA~— 


HOW’S THAT PERFECT, ONE | WHAT ARE YOU 
ONE? ns MORE TO GO. DOING?! 


WE MADE A STAMP BARTLEBY IS SO STRONG, 
WITH YOUR FACE HE CAN STRIKE IT IN THE 
ON IT, PHONEY. . . 


THIS IS THE 
HAPPIEST DAY 
OF MY LIFE. 
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I LOVE! LISTEN - - HOT DOG) LEMME No, No, No wires 


GET MY HAT! 
T KNOW WHERE THE YOU STAY HERE, 
5 wz BARTLEBY! 


BUT WE HAVE TO (5 , 
HURRY BEFORE 7 r SOLDIERS ARE 
THE STREETS GET , LOOKING FOR US. 
TOO CROWDED. IF THEY FIND A 
BABY RAT CREATURE, 
WE’RE DEAP MEAT! 


GEE, PHONEY, t’M NOT GOING 
IF IT’S THAT BACK TO BONEVILLE 
DANGEROUS, EMPTY-HANDED! 
MAYBE WE 
SHOULD LAY 
LOW... 





IMPOSSIBLE! 


you SEEM YOU MAKE LIGHT, YOUNG 
TO MAN, BUT EVEN AMONG 
KNOW THE HOLY, ALMOST 
ABOUT IT. NOTHING IS KNOWN 
ABOUT THIS SACRED 
OBJECT. 


ACTUALLY, THE FARMERS I SPOKE 
WITH WERE NOT DEAD. THEY WERE 
BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH... 


WHICH IS WHAT 
MAKES THEIR 
SITUATION SO 
UNBEARABLE, 


NO ONE, NOT EVEN 
THE ROYAL FAMILY KNOWS 
ABOUT THE CROWN OF 
HORNS. 


ITIS 
THE DRAGONS’ 
GREATEST 
SECRET. 


YOUR HIGHNESS, IF IT 
PLEASES YOU, I WOULD 
LIKE TO HEAR YOUR 
STORY ABOUT TALKING 
TO THE DEAD. 


BUT I’M CONVINCED THE 
GHOST CIRCLES AREN’T FULLY 
FORMED AND WE STILL HAVE TIME 
TO RESCUE THESE POOR PEOPLE. 


MY MOTHER MUST 
HAVE THOUGHT 
- | THE CROWN OF HORNS 
a WOULD HELP Us. 





BUT... = WILL TELL you 
Z HOPE Z CAN HELP YOU ° 
PRINCESS. ALMOST NOTHING IS WHAT LITTLE I BO KNOW ~- ~ 
KNOWN ABOUT THIS OBJECT. 
NO ONE HAS EVER SEEN IT. 


THE CROWN OF HORNS 
SITS DIRECTLY UPON THE VEIL, 
HALF IN OUR WORLD, AND HALF 

IN THE DREAMING WORLD. 


IT IS THE TIPPING POINT - - THE 
POINT OF BALANCE. 


SOME SAY IT IS THE 
VERY HEART OF OUR 
WORLD. 


HMM. THE GHOST CIRCLES MIGHT ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS 
VANISH IF WE COULD RESTORE FIND THE CROWN OF HORNS AN? 
BALANCE. TIP IT BACK INTO PLACE. 


YEAH, BUT 
HOW? 


NO, NO, NO, NO. THIS IS EXACTLY THE 
DON’T YOU SEE? LACK OF TRAINING 
I WAS TALKING ABOUT! 
PO YOU KNOW WHAT 
WOULP HAPPEN IF SHE 
EVEN TOUCHED THIS 
SACRED OBJECT? 





SHE’S A VENI-YAN-CARI THE SLIGHTEST CONTACT 
WHO CARRIES A PIECE OF WITH THE CROWN OF HORNS 
THE LOCUST’S SPIRIT WOULD CAUSE A TREMENDOUS 
WITHIN HER BREAST. DISRUPTION’ 
TWO OPPOSING 
FORCES OF ENERGY 
TOGETHER - - 


ALL OF EXISTENCE 
WOULP FLICKER LIKE A 
CANDLE - - PERHAPS EVEN 
GO OuT! 


RIGHT. IF MASTER, YOU SPREAD THE WORD 
QUITE SO WE’RE AMONG THE LOYAL TO GATHER 
MUCH GONNA PO AT THE FRONT GATE. HAVE THEM 
WISPOM AS THIS THE BRING ANY WEAPON THEY CAN. 
YOu OWAY WE 
THOUGHT. BETTER 
GET STARTED. 
THE SUN’S 
ALREADY UP. 


THORN, YOU ANP I ARE GOING TO 
PAY AN EARLY MORNING VISIT TO 
OUR TYRANT FRIEND, TARSIL. 


FONE BONE, YOU 
MAKE SURE YOUR 
COUSIN PHONEY BONE 
STAYS OUT OF 
TROUBLE. 


WHY DO T 
ALWAYS GET 
THE HARDEST 

JOB? 

































































































































































OKAY, OKAY~ - C’MERE, 


AT THE MEETING LAST NIGHT 
THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT TARSIL 
RATIONING THE WATER SUPPLY! 


IF THE CITY HAS A 
WELL, YOU DON’T 
NEED TO RATION 
THE WATER/ NOT 

WHEN THERE ISN’T A 
DROUGHT! 


Y AND THEN THEY 
TALKED ABOUT TARSIL 
HIDING THE CITY’S 
TREASURE WHERE 
NO ONE CAN 
FIND IT? 


MAYBE IT’S THE 
GHOST CIRCLES. 
THEY COULD/VE 
RUINED THE 
WATER SO THEY’? 
HAVE TO SEAL TH’ 
WELL SHUT. 


WHEN WE WERE OUT 
IN THE GHOST CIRCLES, 
THORN TOLD US 
THAT ONLY SURFACE 
WATER WAS RUINED ~- - 
ENERY THING 
UNDERGROUND 
WAS SAFE’ 





UM ... PHONEY? 
HOW COME THE 
MARKET SQUARE IS 
SO EMPTY? 


WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKIN’ ABOUT - - 


NO, YOO-HOO, 
SOMETHING’S HELLO, 
WRONG. MR. BONE! 


WORD ON THE 
STREET SAYS 
THE PAWANS ARE 
COMING. THEY 
MIGHT ATTACK 


MAYEE IT’S 


WAIT A MINUTE. ‘zy 
A HOLIDAY? 


YOU’/RE RIGHT. THIS 
TIME YESTERDAY, THE 
PLACE WAS PACKED. 





HAVEN’T YOU 
HEARD 
THE RUMORS 
ABOUT THE 
INVASION? 


OH, GREAT. 
IT’S THE GUY 
WHO HIRED ME 

TO CHASE 
OFF THE BEE. 
C’MON, LET’S 

DITCH HIM. 


C YES! MAYBE EVEN 
THIS MORNING! 

I WAS SO WORRIED YOU 
WEREN’T GOING TO 
COME AND PROTECT 

MY WARES! 


avg 


SSRs 


Yi 
ee... 


WHAT? 
ATTACK 
HERE? 





io 
WELL, I , YOU’RE WORRIED \ IT’S STILL DANGEROUS! 
SUPPOSE, eee oe ae ‘nil ABOUT BEES) , J’VE GOT ALL THIS 
IF YOU’VE JARS OVER THERE. WHEN INVADERS WA TER, 
GOT THE THEY’RE VERY VALUABLE! ARE COMING? AND THE BEES 
MONEY ... ~ - BLACK MARKET THERE’S NO | COULD SPOT ALL THIS 
srtetondie veces, | \peae NE ne 
fe a 
FROM THE SOLDIERS’ nie nN 
OWN RESERVES - - 


TROUBLE IS, 
OF COURSE 
WATER IS WHAT 
ATTRACTS THE 
BEES! 


EXCUSE ME, \ | WE HAE TO THERE YOU ARE! eons: 
one ie | poNot pass co, | ) WHERE ORE THE THEY WERE BUSY 
TO you | PO NOT COLLECT ANY BREAKING UP 


FoR A - PROTECTION FEES A GANG OF 
MINUTE? | ae aed DRAGON 


WORSHIPPERS. 


IL GUESS 
YOU'RE RIGHT- - 


BUT 
WHAT ABOUT 
THE BURIED 
TREASURE? 


THE BONES ARE HERE VY state THEM? JUST A QUICK PEEK, 
NOW, BUT WiTHOUT / IF THEY GET AWAY, NOW, AND IF THE SURE, SURE! 
ANY BEES I’M WE WON’T GET THE TREASURE’S IN THERE, r PROMISE. 
AFRAID THEYRE REWARP MONEY! WE'LL GET IT suSTA 
GONNA LEAVE! LATER, ALL RIGHT? PEEK! 


OR THE MONEY 
BACK THAT WE GAVE 
THEM YESTERDAY- - 

HEY” WHERE’? THEY GO? 





= 
Reece! a C’MON, PUSH? SMILEY, OLP PAL, 
‘ ST THINK OF ALL THE HEN I BECO, 
IT'S SEALED UP NEW COINS WE’RE THE KING, I’LL MAKE 
GONNA MAKE WITH MY 


YOU MY 
FACE ON THEM! PRIME MINISTER -- 


PRETTY TIGHT! 


LOOK OuT’ ARE YOU IT’LL TAKE 
THERE’S A SWARM TRYING TO MORE THAN A 
OF ANGRY BEES SCARE US? SWARM FULL OF 
BEHIND YOU! NICE TRY. SIX-LEGGED 
FLOWER SUCKERS 
TO SCARE US. 


WITH SWORDS! 


WE’RE GONNA 
TEAR YOU A 

NEW STAMEN 
AN’ PISTIL’ 


DON’T MOVE, 
YOUR MAJESTY - - 


YOU’RE UNDER 
ARREST! 





EVEN TARSIL CANT 
ARREST EVERYONE. 


THE SUN’S BEEN UP WHAT’S GOING 
FOR HALF AN HOUR AND ON? 
THE STREETS ARE 


STILL EMPTY. THE TOWNSFOLK 
KNOW SOMETHING 
WE DON’T. 


WORD MAY 
HAVE SPREAD 
OF AN 
APPROACHING 
ARMY. 


WE’RE GOING UP TO WE HAVE LOOKOUTS 
THE RAMPART AND LOOK IN THE FOOTHILLS WITH 
OVER THE GATE. LOOKOUTS GREAT HORNS THEY CAN 

OR SOUND IF AN ENEMY 
SOMETHING? DRAWS NEAR. 


DON’T YOU 
HAVE A 
WARNING 
SYSTEM 
IN PLACE? 





CHECK IT OUT... 
THE VILLAGE IS DESERTED. 
EVEN THE ANIMALS 
ARE QUIET. 


YOU’RE RIGHT- - I SENSE 
MOVEMENT OUT THERE. 
COULP YOUR SISTER BE USING 
GHOST CIRCLES TO CLOUD 
HER APPROACH? 





MUCH ~ ~ THE MARKET 
SQUARE?! 


IT’S PHONEY/ WE DON’T WE HAVE TO L’LL SAVE HIM - - 
HE’S IN TROUBLE, HAVE TIME SAVE HIM! YOU BOTH STAY 
FOR THIS. HERE AND 
DON’T MOVE! 


Lr 
THOUGHT 
I TOLD 
YOU TO 
O 


{ ; ‘ you 
STOLEN! ; 7 KNOW THE 
S ) | RULES. you 
CAN'T GET IN 
WITHOUT A 
PERMIT. 


HEY, GUARD! GRAN’MA, THAT THORN, GET 
Lae i . ee ac WHO DOWN BEHIND THE 

. Hi DUS -- PARAPET AND 

DRAGON SHRINE: = a rhneal “ah tosh STAY PUT 
” HE’S SETTING UP UNTIL I GET 
IE RULES 
OSPPLY TO HER? A SHRINE RIGHT 
IN FRONT OF A 
SOLDIER/ 





HEY, KID! I’VE WARNED YOU 
ABOUT THOSE SHRINES LI MEAN IT, 
BEFORE - - THORN’ 
TAKE IT DOWN OR STAY DOWN! 
I’LL BREAK YOUR 
NECK! ; 


I’M OPENING 
THE GATE - - 


WAIT’LL I 
GET MY HANDS 
ON YOU - - 


ALL YOU BRATS DO ... UST TO GET 
LEAVE ME JX THIS ON PURPOSE - - ME IN TROUBLE. 
ALONE. 





~ iff 


ee mam 


B} 








THAT WAS TOO 
ROUGH FOR A 
CHILD. 
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| ( WENEGOT \ 
_ (tHe watery) 


i @ WHERE ARE \ 
= you 7// 
an 7 


~ ay “Grom: 





WHERE’S THE WHICH ONE? THEY’RE 
BONE CREATURE ]- THE SOLDIERS ee 
WHO WAS ARRESTED ~ ee ae 
HERE? BOTH OF THEM 

JUST BEFORE 
THE RIOT 
BROKE OUT! 


IT’S ALL RIGHT, 
TANEAL. 
ARE YOU HURT? 


YOU SHOULON’T SHE’S RIGHT, RASH? WELL, THAT 
HAVE PONE THORN. GUY DION’T 
THAT- - REVEALING KNOW JACK. 
THEY WILL YOURSELF 
KILL YOU NOW. ; LIKE THAT 
= \ WAS- - 





Tue 


SHE |S! 
eA WITCH PRINCESS 


BE CAREFUL, MEN. 
SHE’S MORE 
DANGEROUS THAN 
SHE LOOKS. 





BRING THEM 
INSIDE - - 


/ THE PAWANS! 
( HOW’? THEY GET ¢ 


SO CLOSE 
WITHOUT BEING 


SEEN? = 


YOU ARE UNDER 
ARREST, WITCH, FOR 
THE CRIME OF 
DRAGON WORSHIP. 


)( er HOSE. 
N Fivo INSIDE 
Now!) 


¢ 


THE PUNISHMENT 
IS BEING 
BURNED ALIVE, 





TWENTY 
THOUSAND 
AT LEAST! 


BUT 
{ IT’S NOT 
{ JUST THE 
PAWANS/ 


THE WARNING 
ORNS. 


THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
ELSE WITH THEM- - 
GREAT HULKING 
BEASTS - - 





os ae 








mr ARE YOU 
OKAY? 

WAKE UP’ / 

\ (¢ @ 





Site KR ce xe 
: eynyet 





THEY’VE 
GONE TO JOIN 
THEM ON 
THE WALLS / 


CANNOT HOLD? 
MUCH 
LONGER. 


THEY’VE 
ENTERED THE 
COURTYARD, 


FILL 
ENERY 
VESSEL 
WITH 

WATER! 


ONLY WHAT 
YOU CAN 
CARRY .... 


HURRY! 
TAKE 
THE 
CHILD! 





THORN, 


o 
i 
my 
v 
< 
3 


DREAMING! 


YOU’RE 





THERE IS FIGHTING WE WON’T MAKE 
IN THE STREETS - - IT. THE RAT 
CREATURES ARE 
YOUR MAJESTY, YOU CLOSING IN/ 
MUST LEAVE THE CITY. 


I CAN TAKE THEM THAT WON’T BE EASY- - BUT 
TO MY SISTER. WE HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE. I 
WILL LEAD THE MONSTERS AWAY, 
WHILE YOU MAKE FOR THE 
SECRET PATH. 


FOLLOW BRIAR! SHE WILL 
DELIVER YOU TO ROSE AND 
THE RED PRAGON! « 


YOU ARE SAFE! @ SHE IS HERE. LET US 
WHERE IS MY HURRY TO DEREN GARD 
GRANDDAUGHTER? 





my QUICKLY! =, 
IY BRING THE CHILD! Be 


( cereaveo: J Ly). Sa 





YOU MUST TURN YA ! 
BACK. nan ey = HURRY! 


I WitL GO HE 


ON WITH THE GIRL. Jal > Mae IS WAITING! 





BE STILL, 
LITTLE ONE. 
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YOU MUST GO INTO DEREN GARD. 
YOU WILL BE SAFE THERE UNTIL - 
CAN RETURN. 











WE STILL HAVE A LONG 
WAY TO GO. YOU MAY 
CLIMB ON MY BACK. 








WHAT DO YOU SEE Y ‘ IT IS TOO BRIGHT. 
OVER THERE ... ie if I CANNOT SEE ANYTHING. 


WAIT... L SEE 
A WATERFALL. 


BUT IT IS 
FROZEN. 


ARE YOU 
SURE? 


WHAT ELSE o ¥ \ } jo WHY BO YOU 
bie F FORCE ME TO 
LOOK, DRAGON? 
L TOLD you 
IT IS TOO 
BRIGHT TO 


PERHAPS 
you HAVE 
SEEN 
EVERYTHING. 





o 
S 
NN 
4 
< 
2 


PLEASE. 


} 


yy 


KA WY WY 
\ wih li Uy, ld Ve | 
— M04 


ME 


t 


ya) 


you MUST 
HURRY. 


yt oe 





TARSIL’S SOLDIERS BEAT 
THE TAR OUT OF US AND 
LOCKED US IN THE DUNGEON. 
YOU MUST’VE BLACKED OUT 
OR SOMETHING. 


L HAD THE YEAH. THE ONE WHERE 
DREAM AGAIN. MY PARENTS GIVE ME 
TO THE DRAGONS. 


SAME ONE YOU/VE 
HAD SINCE YOU 
WERE A KID? 


IT WAS WEIRD... 
FOR THE FIRST TIME 
EVER, I SAW MY 
MOTHER’S 
FACE... 





BUT WHEN THE DRAGONS TOOK 
ME TO THE UNDERGROUND a pee wen eee 
CHAMBER FULL OF LIGHT, PHONEY BONE . 
L STILL COULDN’T MAKE OUT AND POESN’T 
WHAT THEY WERE HAVE ANY IDEA WE WERE UP ON 
TRYING TO SHOW ME. WHAT HAPPENED THE RAMPARTS 
; LOOKING FOR - - 


OHMYGOSH. wok Ae hs peers 
N 
SPENCRE, itr POA 
THEY’RE COMING TO HERE. 
ATTACK US’ 


WE HAVE TO 
GET OUT OF HERE 
AN? HELP 
GRAN’MA BEN! 
SHE CAN’T 
DEFEND THE CITY 


BY HERSELF - - 


HOW IRONIC 
THAT 
WE’RE TRYING 
TO SAVE THE 
CITY, AND 
THE CITY’S 
OWN SOLDIERS 
ARE TRYING TO 
STOP US’ 


I THINK ONE OF MY 
TEETH IS - - 





OH, FONE BONE. WHAT ARE WE 
Me GOING TO 90? 





CAN’T YOU SEE WE’RE 
UNDER ATTACK? 
7 SEEK SHELTER WITH THE 
OTHER OLD WOMEN - - 


I CAN SEE THERE’S NO EYE SYMBOL 
YOUR MAJESTY? _\ “ON YOUR HOODS, BUT I DON’T HAVE 


WE HEARD YOU WERE 
TIME TO PLAY, BOYS ... ARE YOU 
BACK IN THE CITY GOING TO 


BUT WE DION’T 


DARE HOPE IT WAS } 
\ TRUE! / 





WE ARE NOT VepU! )/ OUR WEAPONS ARE 
WE HAVE NO YOURS, HIGHNESS. 


LOYALTY TO THE ee oe 
TYRANT TARSIL. . 


YOUR LONG REIGN AS 
MASTERS OF THE VALLEY HAS 
COME TO AN ENP... 


OPEN THE GATES ANP SURRENDER... 
WE OFFER yOu 


ONE CHANCE TO LIVE... IE / 
\ ' o 
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WHAT IS IF YOU WANT TO} 
ed ee ae GET OUT YOUR 

. ( 4 ( Ze TINDERBOXES AND 

\ STRIKE ME A FIRE. 





WHY SHOULD WE ANSWER TO WHO PARES APPROACH THE 

A MOB THAT GATHERS WORLD’S MIGHTIEST CITADEL 
AT OUR DOORSTEP? WITH A RAGTAG ARMY OF 
HILLPEOPLE? 


"AND I HAVE A FAR GREATER 
CLAIM TO THIS CITY THAN YOU, Si 
(5 OTARSIL THE USURPER.... _// aay) 


: IAM 
THE PRINCESS BRIAR .... 
AND I HAVE COME TO RECLAIM 
MY KINGDOM. 


yer 
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I WARN YOU FOR THE LAST TIME ... LAY DOWN YOUR FAMILY NO LONGER RULES HERE. 
TAKE YOUR BLACK ARMY AND LEAVE! 


YOUR ARMS ANP? SURRENDER UNCONDITIONALLY. 
THIS ARMY 
i | yOu pO NOT 
IS PROTECTED BY FRIGHTEN 


THE LORD OF THE LOcusT US WITH 
AND CANNOT BE YOUR LITTLE 


YES ... I THOUGHT YOU WOULD You C ANT 


SAY THAT .... 2 SEE 


% ( THERE IS STILL MUCH TO TEACH ME 


TEACH YOU ABOUT 





WHAT IS Ly ) . / THAT's 


TARSIL’S 
DOING? 


AREN’T I 
HANDSOME? 
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NS 


O NTI 


— 
, 
Py ww 
Z —— 


—— 








r+, | fe 


8 dy! y ey 
KAI My) | id . 


SET FIRE To THOSE 
~ BUILDINGS NEAR 





“ARCHERS FORWARD/ LUISE YOURPIKES ) 
1 {To PUSH BACK THEIR LADDERS! y-< 

















DO YOU HEAR THAT? 


L THINK THE Ae 
HAS STARTED. 





AN ANYBODY HEAR ME?/ 
by WHINE fo Get our 


oF HERE/ 


WE HEAR YA, 
Cuz! 





SMI LEY/ OF COURSE 


? HE DOES, LUNKHEAD, , 
WHERE ARE YOU? MOVE OVER! eit vou cee 
LET ME TALK IN 
ANY GUARDS 
FROM WHERE 
YOU ARE? 


WE’RE IN 
TH’ CELL 
NEXT TO 


OR GONE TO HIDE! 
THERE AREN’T ANY GUARDS EITHER WAY, THIS 
LEFT! THEY ALL TOOK OFF PLACE IS UNGUARDED. 

WHEN THE FIGHTIN’ ALL WE GOTTA 
STARTED. 2 DO IS WAIT GRAN’MA 
“ FOR GRAN’MA BEN DOESN’T 

THEY TO BUST US KNOW WHERE 
MUST’VE GONE OUTTA HERE, WE ARE. 
TO JOIN NOBODY 
THE BATTLE. 


GET OUT IF 
NOBODY KNOWS 
WHERE WE 
ARE?! 


NOBODY? 
WHAT BO 
WE DO? 
HOW ARE WE 
SUPPOSED TO 


WE’RE TRAPPED! 
WE’RE GONNA DIE! 





LISTEN, GUYS - - 
WE HAVE TO 
KEEP OUR HEADS. 
THERE’S A WAR 

GOING ON, AN? 
GRAN’MA COULD 
BE IN TROUBLE. 

IT’S UP TO US - - 


Y’KNOW WHAT? 


I FIGURE? OUT 
WHERE THE 
TREASURE |S... 


THAT’S RIGHT, AN’ HALF OF IT 
IS YOURS IF YOU GET ME 
OUT OF HERE... 


WHY, Z OUGHTA - - > = 
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IS IT 
yOUR 
HEART? 


WHOA, WAIT A MINUTE. 
THE OLD HAIRY-NOSEP HEADMASTER 
TOLD US TO FORGET 
ABOUT THE CROWN OF HORNS ... 


PEOPLE ARE 
HE SAIP IT PANICKING .. . 


WAS PANGEROUS/ WE HAVE TO 
GET OUT ~~ 


eek ani 
EVERY WHERE. 





S 
SE 

az 
S 
Se 
Ye 
== 








LET’S GO -- 
DO AS MUCH PAMAGE 
ON THE WAY AS 
POSSIBLE. 


THE ENEMY IS GATHERING 
FOR AN ATTACK ON OUR LEFT 
FLANK - - WHERE OUR FORCES 

ARE WEAKEST. 


WHY ARE YOU STILL “IS THE ORDER OF THE 
STANPING THERE? EYE WITH US OR 
YOU HEARD THE QUEEN’ AGAINST US? 





DO NOT EXPECT 
auR BUT EVEN WITH ALL THE 
US TO BOW POWN elie DISCIPLES OF VENU FIGHTING 


TO YOUR EXILED QUEEN, CIRCUMSTANCES - - pecgen 
BROTHER. WE ARE WITH YOU. tee 


...Z AM AFRAID THE ENEMY’S NUMBERS WILL 
OVERWHELM US. 


STAY TOGETHER! DON’T 
LET THEM SEPARATE YOU! 





deed 


¢ 
N 
uy mM 
THAT’S IT - - 
HOLD HER... 





THORN’ WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING?! 


YOU KNOW I’D 
FOLLOW YOU 
ANYWHERE - - 

BUT THE CROWN 
OF HORNS |S 
OFF-LIMITS! 


GRAB THIS 
CHAIN - - MAYBE 
WE CAN PULL IT 

LOOSE. 


A 
CHAIN REACTION 
THAT WILL KILL 
EVERY THING! 


LET’S TRY 
AGAIN. 


TRYING TO 
GET OUT. 


WHEN YOU WRESTLED 
WITH THE LOCUST IN 
YOUR DREAMS, YOU 
WERE INFECTED. .. 


IF YOU SO MUCH AS 
TOUCH THE CROWN 
OF HORNS, IT 
COULD SET OFF A 
CHAIN REACTION’ 


MY MOTHER WOULPN’T 
HAVE TOLD ME TO FIN? IT 
IF IT WAS GOING TO 
KILL EVERYTHING. 





BUT YOU BO 
THINK THE 
CHAIN 
REACTION 
WILL KILL THE 
LOCUST, 
RIGHT... ? 


YOU THINK IT WILL 
KILL THE LOCUST. 


DOESN'T IT 
MEAN THAT? 


WHAT ARE 
YOU GUYS 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 
WHAT KINDA 


IT’S A SACRED 
OBJECT THAT 
BELONGS TO THE 
DRAGONS. IF 
LZ CAN FIND IT, 

I CAN STOP THE 


THAT MEANS IT WILL 
KILL YOU, TOO. 
THE LOCUST IS PART 
OF YOU NOW. 


HELP ME GET 


THIS SHACKLE IT DOES MEAN THAT! 


PROMISE ME YOU 
WON’T 9O IT! 
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YES, HELLO’! IT IS ME’ 
PO YOU REMEMBER MY 
BROTHER? HE IS GETTING 
YOUR COUSINS OUT 
OF THE CELL NEXT 
TO YOURS’ 


MR. BONE! 
SISTER THORN’ 


WHILE I WORK 
ON THE BARS UP 
HERE, YOU 
KNOCK THE 
CHAINS OFF. DO NOT MAKE 
A SOUND? 


SOMETHING IS HAPPENING 
ON THE FAR SIDE OF 
THE COURTYARD - - 
MANY SOLDIERS ARE GATHERING. 


I MUST HIDE, 


PLEASE... STAY 
QUIET UNTIL T 
COME BACK. 





( THORN'S NoT ) 
BREATHING! J 


= FONE BONE! 

SISTER THORN, = §=6WE’RE OUT 

WE ARE BACK... . THANKS TO 
THESE TWO - - 


“ @uick, \| SISTER, I OVERHEARD 
KID’ 


; | | THE SOLDIERS BEFORE 

GIMME TH’ THEY RAN AWAY- - 
HAMMER? / THEY SAID SOMETHING 
a ‘4 BAD HAD HAPPENED. . . 





.. TARSIL IS DEAD. ~ 
KILLED BEFORE THE GATE 


IN FRONT OF HIS OWN 











RUN! WE CAN'T 
FIGHT THAT’ 


NOTHING TO FEAR, YOUR HIGHNESS. YOUR MAJESTY, THANK 


TUST A SIMPLE VISION TO THE STARS YOU ARE SAFE! 
CHASE OFF OUR ENEMIES. ME. : 


MERMIE! THANK TEACHER, WHERE 
GOODNESS! IS MY GRAND- 
WHERE ARE THE DAUGHTER? 
OTHER DREAM 
MASTERS? 


WE THOUGHT 
SHE WAS WITH 
yo 


-- 





WHAT ARE WE 
DOING HERE? 
WE DON’T KNOW 
HOW TO FIGHT! FIRST THING 
WE NEED IS 
A SHIELD - - 


@OOP TO SEE YOU, 
PRINCESS. COVER YOUR 
EYES, PLEASE. 


<I 
ALL OF THEM. 





\ 
\ 
hy \\t 
/ NS Cp 


Non 
Si? ARE 


ead HEY! WE DID IT! 
THEY’RE RUNNING 
YOUR FACE! feos 
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THE RAT CREATURES AND THE PAWANS 
ARE RETREATING.’ 


TEACHER, YOUR PREAM-VISIONS 
FRIGHTENED OFF THE ENTIRE 
INVASION FORCE! 


EVEN POWERFUL VISIONS I DO NOT KNOW, BUT CLEARLY 
LIKE MERMIE’S CAN ONLY BE SEEN YOUR SISTER CALLED THEM 
BY SMALL GROUPS AT A TIME. BACK FOR A REASON. 





SOMETHING IS HAPPENING 
TO THE STARS... 


THEY’RE ONLY GOING 
OUT FOR US. 


THEYRE 
TURNING 
RED. 


WHAT IS IT, THORN? 
IT LOOKS LIKE THE 
STARS ARE GOING OuT. 


GHOST CIRCLES 
ARE DESCENDING 
AROUND THE CITY. 








LOOK AGAIN 
INTO THE 
LIGHT. 


WHAT BO YOU 
SEE? 


I-- 


IT |IS TOO 
BRIGHT. 


I’M SORRY... 


Ss 


.\ \ n 
Ay 


WHEN THE WORLD 
WAS NEW, 

AN? DREAMS HAP 
NOT YET 
RECEDED FROM THE 
WAKING DAY... 


... DRAGONS RULED ) 
THE EARTH. | 





THE FIRST 
DRAGON 
WAS A QUEEN 
NAMED MIM. 


MIM WAS 
KEEPER 
OF ALL 

WHO 

DREAMED. 


SHE NURTURED 
THE DREAMING 
BY ENCIRCLING 
THE WORLD 
AND HOLDING 
HER TAIL 
IN HER 
MOUTH... 


AS LONG AS MIM 4 
HELD HER TAIL IN THIS WAY, 
THERE WOULD BE BALANCE 

BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH, 
AN? GOOD AND EVIL... 


AN? THE 
DREAMING 
WOULD 
FLOURISH. 
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MIM WATCHEP THE DREAMING WITH CARE, 
AND ALL CREATURES LIVED TOGETHER IN 


PEACE AND HARMONY. 


s. 


UNTIL ONE DAY, A SPIRIT KNOWN 
ONLY AS THE LOCUST 
BECAME UNHAPPY. 


THE LOCUST WAS A NIGHTMARE 
CREATURE WITHOUT SHAPE OR FORM 
WHO COULD EXIST ONLY 

IN THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


THE LOCUST ENTERED 
HER MIN? AND THE QUEEN 
WENT MAD. 


BALANCE 
WAS LOST, AND? 
THE WORLD 
GREW 
DARK. 





TO MOVE ON THE FACE 
OF THIS WORLD, 
HE MUST TAKE 
POSSESSION OF 
A MORTAL 
» BEING’S 
\ FLESH. 


HE CHOSE THE MOST 
POWERFUL MORTAL OF 
ALL - - MIM, QUEEN 
OF THE DRAGONS. J 


THE DREAM BECAME 
A NIGHTMARE. 

















WHERE TH’ HECK ARE WE 
GOING, SMILEY? 
WE’RE SITTING DUCKS 
UP HERE! 


DID THEY RUN FAR?/ 
ARROWS GO A LONG 
WAY, YOU KNOW. 


DON’T WORRY, PHONEY/ 


THE RAT CREATURES 
RAN AWAY WHEN THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
APPEARED. 


I GUESS THAT’S WHAT 
GRAN’MA BEN WANTS 
TO CHECK OUT... 





WHAT PO 
YOU SEE? 





THE ENEMY HASN’T WHAT ABOUT THE THEY RING 
GONE AWAY... GHOST CIRCLES? THE CITY 
THEY’VE GATHERED COMPLETELY. 


INTO FOUR CAMPS. WE’RE 
SURROUNDED. 





EVEN AROUN? : OHMYGOSH, WE’RE TRAPPED! 
THE CLIFFS? : CAN THE GHOST CIRCLES 
] HURT US? 


THE GHOST CIRCLES 
CAN COME NO NEARER 
FOR THE MOMENT. 


THERE IS TOO MUCH FIFE BRIAR MUST BE USING THE CIRCLES 
IN THIS CITY. PRINCESS BRIAR TO KEEP US FROM ESCAPING - - 
DOES NOT HAVE THE STRENGTH THE ONLY OPENINGS ARE DIRECTLY 
TO SNUFF IT OUT... IN FRONT OF US. 


FOR THAT, SHE 
WILL NEED HER MASTER, 
THE LOCUST. — 


THERE ARE FOUR GAPS. THE FIRST IS IN THE WEST, 
ONE FOR EACH ARMY... UNPER SINNER’S ROCK. THE OTHER THREE 
\ ARE SPACED OUT ACROSS THE PLAIN 
TO THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS. 
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? THORN, LOOK 
ac elt te PAST THE WAIT- - YES! 
INTERESTING. . . Sipe Rallis * 


Is THERE IS 
ANYTHING ELSE , SOMETHING. . . 
OUT THERE? 


DON’T WE HAVE HE’S UP IN 
ENOUGH TROUBLE THE EASTERN 
WITHOUT HIM STICKIN’ FOOTHILLS ... 

HIS NOSE IN?/ 


WHAT’S HE 
DOING SNEAKIN’ 
AROUND HERE? 


WE MAY NOT NEEP REALLY, HE’S ALSO THORN, PLEASE 
TO WORRY- - HE ATTACKED A BIG CAT. SEARCH BEYOND 
ROGUE JAIS A yOU AND YOU CAN’T ROGUE JA... 
MOUNTAIN CREATURE. THORN - - ALWAYS YOU KNOW WHAT 
I DON’T THINK SOUNDS LIKE ie EXPLAIN I’M LOOKING 
HE’LL TAKE SIDES IN A HE PICKED Z FOR. 
VALLEY CONFLICT. 499 SIDES TO 





I’M SORRY, GRAN’MA. THERE ARE TOO IT’S NOT 
THERE’S NO SIGN OF LUCIUS MANY GHOST YOUR 
OR THE WARRIORS CIRCLES TO FAULT, 
FROM OLD MAN’S CAVE. SEE IN THAT j DEAR. 
DIRECTION - - ! Iv’S 
4 MINE. 


MY SISTER IS DETERMINED 
TO DESTROY EVERYONE I LOVE. 
ESPECIALLY LUCIUS. 


AND IL CAN’T STOP HER! > YOU WANT ME? IF I COME OUT THERE, 
DEATH CAN’T STOP HER - - WILL YOU LEAVE EVERYONE ELSE ALONE? 


xt D0 You 
‘ WA 


N16 


TAKE IT EASY, 
GRAN’MA! 
YOU CAN’T BLAME 
YOURSELF FOR 
WHO YOU’RE 
RELATED TO! 


DON’T WORRY, YOUR HIGHNESS’ FEAR WEAKENS THE 
GRAN’MA. L’VE JUST HAD A | SPIRIT, WHICH IS OUR 
LUCIUS WILL TROUBLING | ONLY COUNTERBALANCE 
BE OKAY. THOUGHT. >, AGAINST THE GREAT 
, EMPTINESS OF THE 
YOUR SISTER ee HOUSE OF MIST. 
COULD BE TRYING 5 
TO USE THE IF THE BALANCE EVER 
GHOST CIRCLES TIPPED TOO FAR - - 
TO CREATE FEAR. 





























WE’RE LUCKY THE 
yp Cigsatrtiny WALLS DIDN'T 
: COLLAPSE’ 


IT’S MY GRANDPAUGHTER? YOUR MATESTY, 
ANYONE HURT WE NEED TO THE VEDU HAVE TAKEN 
UP HERE? GET HER DOWN TO OVER THE ARMORY 
THE ARMORY! AND WON’T LET 
ANYONE IN. 


NOW THAT YOU ARE IN a 
CHARGE, THEY ARE AFRAID MANY PRIVILEGES, AMONG 
THEY WILL LOSE THEIR THEY'RE THEM BONUS WAGES 


DURING BATTLE - - 


PRIVILEGES - - NEGOTIATING?/ 
\ 


SOMETHING’S 
HAPPENING - ~- 


THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
WRONG WITH 


LI THOUGHT THE 
VEDU 
WERE ON 
OUR SIDE’ 


NEED TO GET IN 
THE ARMORY 





I WY 
WE'VE TRIED, BUT THEY §[ without THE TREASURE, 


DO NOT BELIEVE YOU - - YOU CAN’T BACK 


TARSIL HID THE TREASURE YOUR PROMISES ~ - 
AN? TOOK THE SECRET 
TO HIS GRAVE - - 


GG THOSE — 


VvEpu OUT OR 


\ 
\ yl THEY’LL DEAL 
y Yn) WITH MEZ! ZS 


7 
v 


PUN 


FONE BONE’ 
I’/NE 
GOT A 


HANG ON! 
IT’S AN 





SMILEY AN’ I KNOW WHAT? YEAH, CUZ’ WHAT PLANET ARE 
WHERE THE TREASURE IS ARE YOU THIS IS IT? you ON, PHONEY? 
... ALL WE HAVE TO TALKING WE’RE GOIN’ ; WE’RE NOT 
DO IS LOAD IT ON A CART AND GOING : 
SNEAK IT OUT THROUGH ONE 7 y > \. ANYWHERE: 
OF THE GAPS IN THE eS Z : : 
GHOST CIRCLES! XX aS 


C’MON, SMILEY! 
OH, RIGHT? HE’S GONNA MEET 
US AT THE 
OKAY, WE’LL GET THE 
TREASURE... YOU MEET US 
AT THE MAIN GATE IN 
THIRTY MINUTES, 


VW 
4 MERMIE |S QUITE WHAT PO YOU TERROR WEAKENS YOUR SISTER IS USING 
¥ CONCERNED EXPECT OUR SPIRIT, THE GHOST CIRCLES 
ABOUT THE AMOUNT FROM THEM? TIPPING THE TO FORCE A BREACH 
OF FEAR THAT IS THE CITY’S BALANCE IN IN THE DREAMING - - 
BEING RAISED AMONG IN FLAMES - - THE ENEMY’S 


OUR PEOPLE. THE LOCUST 
2 COULD 
Sages ESCAPE. 


IMMEPIATELY, THE LOCUST 
WILL GET OUT AND SEEK 
THE MORTAL FLESH 
OF A NEW HOST/ 





WHAT IF THE \} 
TREASURE ISN’T 


IN THE WELL? OF COURSE 
IT’S IN THE 
WELL 


WHY ELSE WOULD SCARE ‘EM EXACTLY. NOW WE DON’T 
TARSIL MAKE UP THAT AWAY FROM THE HAVE MUCH TIME - - 

STORY ABOUT THE TREASURE, HUH? YOU GO TO THE BARN 
POISONED GROUND 4 AND GET THE HAY CART, 

WATER? A THEN MEET ME 

HE WAS TRYIN’ L<~ BACK HERE’ 
TO SCARE _ 
PEOPLE! 


pur HE’s ony )( OKAY! OKAY! BRING 
A BABY! J HIM! SUSY GET ¢ 
CREATURE! ee A TH’ CART/ 


NO? HE’S A RAT 





Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


THORN, BABY, LOOK 
AT ME - - 


ARE YOU ALL 
RIGHT? 


YES, GRAN’MA. 

I’M FINE’ THE LOCUST 
HAS FOUND A NEW HOST, 
BUT IT ISN’T 
ME. 


THE GHOST CIRCLES HAVE TIPPED THE 
BALANCE OF THE DREAMING ENOUGH FOR 
THE LOCUST TO FREE HIMSELF - - AND 
HIS ORIGINAL HOST. 


HE FOUNP A 
VENI-YAN-CARI 
FAR MORE 
POWERFUL 
THAN ME. 
MERMIE WAS 


I THOUGHT THE WHOLE 
DEAL WAS HE NEEDED 
YOU TO BE HIS HOST 
BECAUSE YOU’RE THE 
VENI-YAN-CARI. 


HOST WAS MIM... 
THE QUEEN WHO 


Hash wie Hz TURNED TO 
EQUAL TO THE 
BURDEN. 


THE EARTHQUAKE WE 
FELT WAS THE CRUST 
OF THE EARTH BREAKING 
OPEN - - SPEWING GAS, 
DIRT, ANP LOCUSTS. 

I SAW IT IN 
A VISION. 


RIGHT NOW THERE IS 
A SWARM OF LOCUSTS 
AS WIDE AS THE 
VALLEY HEADED THIS 
WAY, AN? 

INSIPE IT... 





SHE’S STILL ALIVE. 
THAT’S WHY THE PRAGONS 
LEFT US - - THEY DON’T 
WANT TO FACE THEIR 
QUEEN. 


YOUR MAYESTY- - IF IT IS 
MIM, AN? SHE IS UNDER THE 
LOCUST’S SPELL, EVERYTHING 
IN HER PATH WILL BE 
DESTROYED’ 





NO, BARTLEBY! NOW 
GET BACK IN THERE. 
WE’RE NOT TAKING ANY 
CHANCES ON YOU 
BEING SEEN 


WHAT DO YOU THINK 
IT WILL BE? GOLD? 
JEWELS? 


HOW MUCH IS 
DOWN THERE? 


Ho0 Hoo! 
\ SHCKPOTL 


GRAB THAT 
CHAIN AN’ 
PULL IT 
uP/ 


PLENTY/ 
GET A HAMMER 
AN’ OPEN ONE 





OH, WAIT’LL THEY 
GET A LOAD OF THIS 
BACK HOME! I’LL BE 
THE RICHEST BONE IN 

BONEVILLE 
AGAIN! 


SWEET, SWEET 
JEWEL-ENCRUSTEP 
GOO-GAHS/ 


THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE COMING THROUGH 
THE GAPS’ 


THEY’RE 


ATTACKING! 


IT’S ALMOST 

TIME TO MEET 

FONE BONE AT 
THE GATE. 


RIGHT! LET’S GET THE 
REST OF THIS BOOTY 
ON THE CART AND 
GET OUT 

OF HERE! 


SOUND THE 
HORNS 


HE 





ARE YOU SURE 
THIS IS 
GONNA WORK? , 
WHAT IF . 
FONE BONE 
DOESN’T MEET 


US AT THE 
GATE? 


HE HAS TO. 
WHEN WE 
WERE IN THE 
GHOST 
CIRCLES 
HE SWORE A 
SOLEMN OATH 
TO ME 


He LEAVE CREE 
Z\ con! ANG! 


WHAT IF 


THEY WON’T SEE THIS 


/ UTTLE BEAUTY? 
<\ WE’LL BUY OUR 
y WAY OUT. 
RELAX! 
WE’RE 
PRACTICALLY 
HOME FREE! 





IN THERE? 
CAN’T YOU SEE 
WE’RE UNDER ATTACK? 


EY! saa fro oats WHAT’S WRONG 
WITH YOU? 


TWO DAYS AGO YOU 
WERE YELLING AT US 
TO LET YOU IN TO 
FIND YOUR MISSING 
HAY CART! 
BEFORE THE 
RATS GET 
, 


st ish cows tHe! WP by Conia Sirs mer 





Fels a ARREST YOU, IF 
DON’T WATCH IT, 
ee TROUBLE ce? 


its, WHO DIP It GET 
enerisey! JA INSIDE THE 
Vm WALLS? 





WATCH THAT 
SIDE - - 


MY TREASURE - - 
MY TREASURE... 


YOU DON’T! 


YOU’RE NOT 
HELPING THEM 
, 








3 


WHERE ARE 
YOU GOING? 
WE’RE 


= > 
EXCUSE ME, 
THORN... 
SORR”/ 
_l@ 


a 
ae. 


WA 





1y I WAS SO CLOSE... THE TREASURE - - ? 
* I HAD THE TREASURE IN 
MY HANPS.... 


IT DOES SO ” di SPARE ME! YOU AN’ 
BELONG TO ME! IRS YOUR TINGLING 
I FOUND IT? ~~ SCALP- - YOU’RE 
Fe 
FINDING IT THE yom = 


; GREATEST 
eee NO A | \ treasure HUNTER! 


WEREN’T FOR ME, 
THAT TREASURE 
WOULD BE 
LOST FOREVER! 
NOBODY ELSE 
COULP’/VE FOUND IT! 


COULD you 


FIN? THE THORN, YOU 
| PROMISED ME - - 
IT’S TOO 
DANGEROUS! 


YOURE RISKING 
ALb- OUR LIVES 
FOR 
TREASURE THAT 
DOESN’T EVEN 
BELONG TO 


BESIDES, 
NOBODY KNOWS 
WHERE IT IS/ 





Z DO. 


IT’S HIPDEN 
IN THE SACRED 
BURIAL GROUNDS 


DRAGONS. 


GREMT quank you! Je d r, 


NOW SHES GONNA 
Tey AWN GO 


THERE!’ 





URE! HAS TO BE. WHY ~* 


SUR’ 
S| | ELSE WOULD THE DRAGONS 


WORK SO HARP TO SCARE 
EVERYBODY AWAY 
FROM THERE? 


IT’S JUST LIKE 
TARSIL HIDIN’ 


THE TREASURE 
IN THE WEbL. 


ENING FOR |. 
BONNIE a 





/ MERMIE! WHICH WAY 
DIP THORN GO? 


z ha JUMP 


CLINE ON fe 
BACK, I’LL 
TAKE YOU 

vA 





DO SOMETHING, GRAN’MA/ 
THEY’RE GONNA GET AWAY! 


THE SOUTH TOWER IS UNDER THE SOUTHERN 
HEAVY ATTACK - - MOST OF THE GATE WILL BE 
PEOPLE DEFENDING IT ARE BROKEN IF 
SIMPLE FARMERS’ YOU DON’T 
HELP THEM! 


ALL RIGHT - - 
I’M COMING! LET’S 
GO! 











SHE HAS TO BE SOMEWHERE 
IN THE VILLAGE. SHE CAN’T 
GET PAST THE 
GHOST CIRCLES, RIGHT? 


i 


SO WE BETTER BE 
CAREFUL - - IF WE STEP 
IN THE WRONG PLACE 


WE’LL PISAPPEAR IN A PUFF 


OF SMOKE’ 


oo 


q "ite 


oD 


DON’T WORRY, 
FONE BONE. 
WE’LL FIN? HER. 


YEAH, YOU’RE RIGHT. 
THE RAT CREATURES CONTROL 
ALL THE GAPS IN THE BARRIER. 
ESCAPE’S IMPOSSIBLE. 





SHE’S PICKING UP A 
SWORD FROM THAT DEAD Guy. 
HURRY, BARTLEBY, LET’S 
CATCH UP TO HER - - 


IT! 


WE HAVE TO 
TAKE COVER’ 


‘DID YOU SEE THAT?! 
THORN RAN INTO 
A GHOST CIRCLE! 


SPREAP OUT ANP SEARCH 
THE AREA’ THERE COULD BE 
MORE SURVIVORS.’ 





BPO YOU THINK LI DON’T KNOW. 
THORN IS SHE MIGHT BE 
ALIVE? ABLE TO 
SURVIVE IN A 
GHOST CIRCLE... 


SHE DID IT 
BEFORE. 


YOU IPIOTS/ I WARNEP YOU 
TO BE CAREFUL’ 


/ HEY!’ THOSE RATS HAVE 
TO GO THROUGH 
ONE OF THE GAPS TO 
REACH THEIR CAMP. 


COME ON’ 
I’VE GOT AN IDEA’ 


MAYBE SHE IS ALIVE 
ANP SHE’S GOING 
THROUGH THE 
GHOST CIRCLE TO 
ESCAPE THE CITY’ 


NOW GET BACK TO CAMP 
BEFORE YOU ALL GET EVAPORATED’ 


IF THORN DIP SURVIVE, 
SHE’S NOT GONNA SHAKE US 
THAT EASY... 












WAZ 
OL az 


YX 


prs 











yOu CAN 
DO \T, THORN - - 






GET ON YOUR 
FEET. 


JUST TO We 
THE OTHER 
SIDE... 


-MY FAMILY ANP I WERE REFUGEES 
Use Aish INSIPE THE VILLAGE se 
IE GHOST CIRCLES APPEARED . 


WAS 
TEAR Rey, 
FARMER’S 
DAUGHTER ..« - 













— a= —— 
2” ; 








I AM TRYING TO REACH <=. oo 
TANEN GARP ANP FIND 
THE CROWN OF HORNS. 













ONCE I TOUCH THAT 
SACRED OBJECT, 
THE GHOST CIRCLES WILL 
BE UNDONE - - 
FREEING YOU ANP HEALING 





















SSS 







SS SSS FR 





ee 






= aia OUR LAND. 
WK Sq 


SS 


YOU CAN BRING 
US BACK TO 
LIFE? 


IF I CAN, 

I WILL. 
BUT I MUST 
GET THROUGH 
THE VILLAGE 
FIRST - - 


IT IS THE Locust’ 
HE KNOWS YOU 
ARE HERE/ 





WE ARE ALL AT 
HIS MERCY 
IN THIS PLACE’ 


H, 


b 
OR 
IRN 


you 
TURNE! 


\ 


\ 
SS 


a MANN { d Vil yl 
TAN ay 
KC Nt \ ‘ fp 

Pt SS. \ 


SS 
SSS 
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COMPANY C./ REPORT.’ WE SAW A LONE FEMALE, 
PO YOU HAVE ANY BUT SHE WAS KILLED 
PRISONERS? WHEN SHE STEPPEP 
INTOA CIRCLE, 


NEW MARCHING ORPERS - ~ 
YOU’RE GOING TO 
SINNER’S ROCK TO 
REINFORCE THE ATTACK 
ON THE SOUTHERN GATE. 


WHEW. WE MABE IT. GOOD JOB, BARTLEBY! 
WE’RE IN THE NOW HEAD FOR 
ENEMY CAMP. THE MOUNTAINS ... 


AND WE’RE 
THROUGH 
THE 
GAP! 





HEY! WATCH WHERE HOW AM Z SUPPOSED 

YOU’/RE GOING -- TO KNOW WHERE THEY 
THERE’RE GHOST CIRCLES ARE? THEY’RE 
AROUND? HERE SOMEWHERE! INVISIBLE, 


FONE BONE! HOW PID YOU SAVE IT. 
AND BARTLEBY GET OUT OF WE DON’T 
THE CITY? HAVE MUCH 





DO YOU SEE THAT 
STORM? INSIDE IS THE 
LOCUST IN THE FORM OF MIM, 
THE GREAT QUEEN OF 
THE PRAGONS, 

AN? SHE’S 
COMING THIS WAY! 


WE HAVE TO REACH 
TANEN GARD AND FIND THE 
CROWN OF HORNS BEFORE BUT IT TOOK 
THAT STORM GETS HERE/ US TWO PAYS TO 
WALK HERE FROM 
TANEN GARD ~ — 





QUEEN ROSE! 
THANK THE STARS 
YOU’NE COME! 


THE ENEMY |S 
USING A 
BATTERING RAM, 
ANP THE GATE 
WON’T HOLP 
MUCH 
LONGER’ 


GET EVERYONE BEHIND ME YOUR MAJESTY - -? ARE YOU KIDDING? 
ANP GET READY TO OPEN ARE YOU SURE WE CAN SHE CAN FIGHT “EM 
THE GATE ON MY FIGHT THEM WITH THIS SINGLE-HANDED IF 
COMMAND? GROUP OF FARMERS? SHE WANTS’ 





THEY CERTAINLY SPEAKING OF 
WON'T BE SURPRISES, 
EXPECTING IT. WHAT ARE yOu 
AT LEAST DOING HERE, 
SURPRISE |S 
ON OUR SIDE, : 


YOU MEN BEHIND ME - - 
GO STRAIGHT FOR THE 
ARMED SOLDIERS WAITING 


THIS ISN’T A 


GAME, SO KILL 


THAT GATES ABOUT 
To GO! FALL IN/ 


MERMIE, YOU 
HANPLE THE 
BOYS ON THE 
BATTERING 





PLEASE DON’T 
HURT US/ IT’S NOT 
OUR FAULT WE’RE 
MONSTERS/ 


WE WERE 
BORN THIS WAY’ 


NSN 


Og . 





RUN BACK 0 YOUR MISTRESS! 


eo 7 LUO PSN 


——( Tell HER 10 COME HE ee 





1) 
i 
wit 
Oe 
Qo 
FE 
yn 
NYY 
at 
a 
a 


AND GET THIS GATE 
RE-BARRED. .. 





WOULD YOu 
LIKE TO GO HOME NOW, 
PHONCIBLE P. BONE? 


Y THE TUNNEL IS READ. IF YOU 
WANT TO GO, ANSWER QUICKLY. 


Ue-- cow -- DC [) Gy / 


I CAN’T 
LEAVE 
WITHOUT 
MY 
COUSINS. 


@GOOP. JUST 
CHECKING. 


y NOT FAR FROM WHERE WE 
ARE STANDING IS THE ENTRANCE TO 
\ A SECRET TUNNEF THAT WILL TAKE 
YOU PAST THE GHOST CIRCLES 
ANP UP TO THE MOUNTAINS... 
YOU CAN LEAVE FOR BONEVILLE. 





THIS ESCAPE TUNNEL ONCE 
BELONGEP TO THE ROYAL FAMILY. 
THE ORIGINAL ENTRANCE WAS 
DESTROYED LONG AGO. 


WHERE ARE 


GOING? 





I HATE 
SHORT CUTS. 


STOP WORRYING. 
THIS TRENCH HAS TO 
FEED INTO THE 
BURIAL GROUND GORGE 
SOMEWHERE. 


YOUR FRIEND IS 
CURLED UP IN THE 
MIPPLE OF THE 

PATH. 





DIDN’ Y “ 7 I WASN’T 
Ee “LOOKING!” 
STARTED THIS 
SHORTCUT? 


WELL, NOW WHAT? 
GO BACK? 





NO, WE DON’T HAVE TIME. 


WE’LL HAVE TO I’M NOT AFRAIP/ 


YOU GONNA BE I’M NOT SCARE? OF 


SNEAK PAST HIM. OKAY, BARTLEBY? ANYTHING - - 


SNEAK PAST : EXCEPT 
; PRAGONS. 


WE’LL GO ONE AT A TIME. 
AN? BE CAREFUL NOT TO TOUCH 
HIS WHISKERS! 
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PUT YOUR 
SWORD 
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BRIAR 
KNEW WE WOULD 
COME HERE TO FIN? 
THE CROWN OF 
HORNS. 


TO GET PAST THE 
ARMY, I’LL NEED 
A DISTRACTION - - 


WHOA ~ - / 


LET’S TALK 
ABOUT THIS A 
SECOND! 


YES! JUST BEYONP THOSE 
PEAKS IS THE BOTTOMLESS 
PIT OF TANEN GARD - - 
THE DRAGONS’ SACRED 
BURIAL GROUND. 


BUT LOOK 
AT THE ARMY 
THAT’S WAITING 
TO STOP US! 


WHAT PO WE 
DO? ROCK JAW 
IS BEHIN? US’ 


I’M GOING IN, 
FONE BONE. 


yOu CAN HELP 
ME OR NOT. 





OKAY, THEN. YOU AND BARTLEBY 
WORK YOUR WAY ALONG THESE 
ROCKS.... 


WHILE THEYRE 
LOOKING AT yOu, 
L/LL SLIP INTO THEIR 
CAMP. 


I HATE 
THIS PLAN. 


- +e TRY TO GET AS CLOSE TO THE ARMY 
AS YOU CAN, THEN MAKE SOME NOISE! 
LEAD AS MANY AS POSSIBLE 
INTO THE MOUNTAINS. 


GO - - BEFORE YOU HAVE 
TIME TO THINK! 


IVS A 
TERRIBLE PLAN... 





. + + SHE’S GOING 
INTO THE DRAGON’S 


GRANEYARD 
ALONE! 


WHAT AM I DOING?! 
I CAN’T LET HER GO 
ALONE - - 


THORN'S WALKING 
QUT To MEET THEM 


ANP WE’LL BE STUCK 
RUNNING AROUND THE 
MOUNTAINS WITH AN 
ARMY ON OUR 
BUTTS! 


YOU KNOW WHAT? 
I’M GOIN’ BACK. 
THIS IS A TERRIBLE 
PLAN - - 


STAY BEHINP 
THE ROCKS’ 





SHE CAN’T/ 
THEY’LL 
SEE HER’ 





Ss 


tay) 
NUliy 











DIP YOU SEE THAT?! 
BONE’ 


THEYRE 
COMING’ 


SHE CAN’T PO THAT TO MEY! 
COME ON’ WE'RE GOING 


IN AFTER HER!/ 


SHE FLEW INTO THE 
DRAGONS’ GRAVEYARD PLEASE! 
ou " WE HAVE TO 
WITHOUT ME GET OUT OF 
HERE! 


A PIECE OF GOLD TO THE ONE 
WHO KILLS THE BONE CREATURE! 





WE HAVE TO 
GO I\IN-- 


PO YOU SMELL 
THAT? IT’S 
BRIMSTONE. 


THERE ARE PRAGONS 
EVERY WHERE’ 


IT’S TOO 
PANGEROUS/ 
THE PRAGONS 
WILL KILL US,’ 


IT’S OKAY. WAIT HERE 
FOR ME... 





x’M JUST ; 
GONNA GET ae 
THORN AN? ore 
BE RIGHT 
BACK. 


BE CAREFUL - - 
THE PRAGONS 
ARE REALLY 
ANGRY! 
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NNVEY 
= BONE! 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING? 


L THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
WATCHING 


THE 
PRISONERS? 


, — YOU/RE BAKING FOR THEM 
Or aes HER A Gee WHILE WE’RE UNDER SIEGE?! 


BUT WE HAVE A FOOD 
SHORTAGE! 


/ 





EXPLAIN I HAD THIS IDEA THAT 
YOURSELF! IF THE RAT CREATURES 
BELIEVE WE CAN 
OUTLAST A SIEGE, 
THEY’LL GIVE UP! 


EXACTLY! THEN THEY’LL I SEE! 
GO BACK AND TELL THE THEY’LL THINK 
OTHERS THAT WE HAVE THE ee 
SO MUCH FOOD EVEN \S HOPELESS. 


THERE’S ONLY ONE 
OUR Ee ene A THING MISSING... 


HEY -- / LI DON’T KNOW WHERE 
WE’RE TRYING TO | YOU BONES LEARNED TO 
TRICK THEM, COOK, BUT YOU HAVE 
NOT POISON NO SENSE FOR THE 
THEM, SAVORY PLEASURES 
IN LIFE. 


ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS FEED OUR TWO 
CAPTIVE RAT CREATURES PLENTY OF 
HOT, DELICIOUS QUICHE, AND THEN 
LET THEM ESCAPE 


ON 
PURPOSE? 


SOFT , 
STINKY-CHEESE!’ iF YOU REALLY 
WANT TO 
IMPRESS 
THEM, PUT 
A LITTLE DAB 
ON TOP - - 


JUST FOLLOW CHOW TIME, 
MY LEAD, INCARCERATES/ 
TEACHER-MAN/ 





HERE YOU GO, IT’S YOUR 
FELLAS. FAVORITE! 
PIPING HOT. . . CUSTARD 
Right our oF B'S THAT Ws PIE WITH 
THE OVEN! CHEESE AND 
BACON! 


NO, COMRAPE,’’ 
BE STRONG! 


MONSTERS BUT COMRADE, I’M OH, WELL! WE CERTAINLY 
DON’T EAT STARVING’ OUR ARMY HAVE A LOT OF FOOD 
HERE, DON’T WE, TEACH? 
PROPUCTS/ EATEN SINCE THE GHOST A LOT OF FOOD... 
GET A CIRCLES APPEARED’ 
HOLD OF 
YOURSELF! 


i) 


OKAY! £ GINE UP! YeS! YES” HE | MASTER! COME Yh Haye you averren 


GIVE US THE QUICHE // RIGHT AWAY, 
WERE STARVING-~ AV A GREAT CLOUD 


FILLS THE SKY, AND 
SOMETHING LARGE 
IS MOVING 
INSIDE IT 





WHAT? BUT SHE JUST 
LED A CHARGE OUT OF 
THE SOUTH GATE - - 
SHE WAS WITH MERMIE! 


ANP MY COUSIN 
PHONEY BONE! 


CAPTAIN, HAVE YOUR 
MEN SWEEP THE CITY. 
WE WILL GO TO 


SIR, T JUST SPOKE NO ONE SAW THE 
WITH MERMIE. SHE HAS | G\UEEN RE-ENTER 
NOT SEEN THE QUEEN. THE GATE? 


LI HOPE 
PHONEY AND 
GRAN’MA BEN 
ARE OKAY. 





ARE YOU SURE THIS PATIENCE, PHONCIBLE ... 
IS A GOOD IDEA, 
G@RAN’MA? 


WE’RE NEAR THE 
DIVERGENCE NOW. 


THE ROAD TO THE LEFT IT ALSO LEADS TO DEREN GARD. 
GOES TO THE MOUNTAINS, 

AN? EVENTUALLY BACK TO ~ ; 
THE PASS THAT BROUGHT 
YOU HERE FROM 
BONEVILLE. 


IT’S THE PATH 
THORN ANP HER 
PARENTS TOOK 
THE NIGHT THEY 

WERE AMBUSHED. 


WHERE DOES 
THE ROAD TO 
THE RIGHT 
GO? 


TO SINNER’S ROCK .. 


NOT IF TED 
AND MY SISTER et ene DELIVERED MY 
YOUR SISTER iat 
AND THE 
RAT CREATURES 
y 


WITH ANY moles 

LUCIUS ANP TH 

OURSELVES? VENI-YAN WARRIORS 
WILL MEET US 





SINCE WE CAN’T STOP 
THAT STORM CLOUD 


OF LOCUSTS, OUR 
ONLY HOPE IS TO SHE’S THE 
SLIP BEHIND ENEMY ONE 
LINES AND ATTACK aa glad 


MY SISTER BRIAR 
FROM THE REAR... THIS. 


YOU THINK THIS IS A GAME, PHONEY? 
YOU HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THE CROWN 
OF HORNS |S - - OR WHERE IT IS, 
BUT ON A HUNCH, YOU SENT THORN 
SEARCHING FOR IT IN THE DRAGONS’ 

: BURIAL GROUNDS! 


YOU'VE SENT MY 
GRANPDAUGHTER 
ANP YOUR 
COUSIN 


TO 
THEIR BOOM. 


YEAH, BUT WHY RISK OUR LIVES? 
FONE BONE ANP THORN ARE LOOKING 
FOR THE CROWN OF HORNS... ALL 
THEY GOTTA DO IS TOUCH IT AND 
THE EVIL LOCUST-THINGIE DIES ... 


IT WAS AN 
EDUCATED 
GUESS 
BASED ON 
SOUND 
PRINCIPLES 
OF WEALTH 
AND 
POWER- - 


-.-OR GETS 
SUCKED INTO ITS 
OWN DIMENSION 


OR 
WHATEVER. 


NO ONE HAS EVER 
PENETRATED THE 
SULFUR PITS 
OF TANEN GARD AND 
LIVED - - THE DRAGONS 
KILL ALL 
TRESPASSERS. 


THAT’S WHY YOU’RE 


GOING TO HELP ME STOP 
MY SISTER, IF IT KILLS 





YOU DOING IT. 
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WAIT) WHAT’S THAT? 


BARTLEBY?/ 


WHOA! AM I GLAD 
TO SEE yOu - - 
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ALL RIGHT, THIS IS 
THE EXIT TO SINNER’S 
ROCK, SO BE 
CAREFUL. 


WE’RE BEHIND 
ENEMY LINES 
NOW - - 


YOU MUST WONDER HOW I DO IT... 
HOW I OUTSMART YOU AGAIN ANP AGAIN ...- 


WOULD YOU 


LIKE TO KNOW | 
My SECRET? || 





EVER SINCE I WAS A LITTLE GIRL IT’S LIKE BEING THE SMARTEST 
I COULP HEAR THE LOCUST WHISPERING TO ME PERSON IN ALL THE WORLD 
INSIDE MY HEAD .... 
BO YOU KNOW WHAT THAT’S LIKE... ? 


AND YES, IT KNOW WHAT YOUR PRECIOUS 
GRANDDAUGHTER IS UP TO.... 
BUT SHE WILL NEVER REACH THE CROWN OF HORNS 


AS I ANTICIPATED YOUR 


zt 


ANTICIPATED AY 














TO TOUCH THE 
/ CROWN OF HORNS... 
YOU WILL HAVE TO 
@O THROUGH ME. 





I HAVE TO WAIT FOR 
THE WATER LEVEL 
TO RISE - - 


HEY? 
WHERE ARE 
THE RAT 
CREATURES 


THEYRE 
CROSSING 
TO THE OTHER 
SIDE’ 





OHMYGOSH! 
THEYRE 
GOING AFTER 
THORN’ 


THE ONLY 
WAY TO WARN HER 
IS TO JUMP TO 
ONE OF THOSE 
BRIDGES - - 





veot 


i 


LET ME 
PASS, 
KINGDOK. 


YOU MUST KILL ME 
IN ORDER TO REACH 
THE CROWN. 


LOOK RT ME... WAS ONCE A MIGHTY 
KING-~- NOW LAM A SLAVE--A 
PUPPET WITH NO WILL OF 
MY OWN... 


WHY PO you 
STOP ME? 


THE VALLEY 
DESTROYED. 
THE LOCUST 
HAS BETRAYED | 

BOTH OUR 
PEOPLE. 


EITHER YOU KILL ME 


OR KIL 
U: 





I WILL NOT 
KILL you. 


NOW FOR THE 


| | GOOP OF OUR 





PEOPLE, 
STAND ASIDE. 


TWAS THE ONE WHO Are YouR 

PARENTS. Z FED ON YOUR 

MOTHER WHILE SHE WAS 
STI ALIVE. 
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DID LIKE 
YOU BEST. 








KINGDOK IS DEAD. 
GET HIM OFF 
ME! 


HS JAWS 


WE HAVE TO 
GET YOU OUT - - 
RAT CREATURES 
ARE COMING 


RIGHT BEHIN? 
ME’ 





HELP ME 
TOUCH THE 
CROWN OF 

HORNS 
FIRST. 


THE WALL IS THE 
CROWN OF HORNS? 
THAT’S NOT WHAT 

I PICTURED. 


L’LL TOUCH IT. 
I HAVE THE LOCUST 
INSIDE ME, TOO. 


THIS! 
I HAVE TO 
REACH IT... 





WAS SOMETHING 
SUPPOSED TO HAPPEN? 


NOTHING 
WNC PENED 


IL TOOK THE 
LOCUST OUT 
OF YOU... 


WELL, GIVE IT 
BACK - -3?: 


NOTHING 
HAPPENED. 


WHEN WE WERE 
INSIDE THE GHOST CIRCLE 
TOGETHER, I TOOK THE 
PIECE OF LOCUST 
AWAY FROM 
you. 
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CE if cy 


CAN'T! 
WE HAVE TO KILL IT 
WHILE IT’S STILL 
INSIDE ME’ 





WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING?! 
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WE CAN’T BECAUSE IF 


GO THAT WE DO, WE 
WAY. p CAN’T COME 
~~ = BACK. 





THE STORM 
CLOUD 
IS BREAKING 
uP! 


AN? 

THE RAT 
CREATURES 
ARE 
RETREATING! 


THE LOCUST I HAVE MEDICINE | 
IS DEAD! VICTORY FOR THE QUEEN - - +5 
{Ss OURS! 
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HOLY SMOKES’ 
WHAT’S GOING ON? 
IT FEELS LIKE AN 
EARTHQUAKE - - 


IT’S THE PRAGONS/ 
THEY’RE COMING FROM 
ALL DIRECTIONS’ 
THAT’S WHY THE 


RAT CREATURES LEFT/ 


HOW MANY PRAGONS 
DID WE WAKE UP? 


WHAT HAPPENED? 
WHERE ARE THE .,_ 
RAT CREATURES? 7 \s 


WE WOKE 
THEM UP 
AND THEY’RE 


HURRY, FONE BONE. 
I’M STARTING TO 
GET SCARED. 





HANG ON, 
T’LL WRAP IT 
REAL TIGHT ~- - 


LEAVE ME, 
I’/VE FINISHED 
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WE’LL BE OKAY, NO... 
YOU'LL SEE THE DRAGONS 

WILL KILL 

uS... 


NO! THORN, 


WAKE UP! 


PLEASE 
WAKE UP... 








CLIMB ON 
M 


- 
- 
y 


ee iV 4 | iA 
Sal 6} 
A\OIND 
THE OTHER DRAGONS THEY’LL RIP US APART IF 
ARE BLIND WITH RAGE... THEY CATCH US. 


= 
= 








FASTER THAN 
THAT- - 
WS 
oN) # ZF 
: 


oc aan 


BARTLEBY! GET AWAY’ YIKES/ 
WE WOKE THE HOW MANY 
DRAGONS’ PRAGONS PIP 
YOU WAKE UP? 





WAIT - - WHY AREN’T 
THEY BEHIND US? 
THE DRAGONS CHANGED 
DIRECTIONS - - 


OH, NO’ THEY’RE 


UNDERNEATH US/ 





BUT THE LOCUSTS 
ARE DEAD. WHAT’S 
MOVING IT? 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
PLEASE LET ME 
PUT A BANDAGE ON 


ee" A QUEEN 
ROSE! 


THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE REGROUPING 
ANP THE 
FUNNEL CLOUD 
IS BEGINNING 
TO BUILD 
STRENGTH, 


LOOK! THE 
CLOUD IS STILL 
CHURNING! 


THERE IS 
SOMETHING 
INSIDE THE 
STORM... 


SOMETHING 
NERY BIG. 





SOMETHING BIG ... 7? THORN WARNED ME THAT MIM? THE MA? QUEEN OF 
THE LOCUST WAS SENDING MIM AGAINST US. THE DRAGONS?/ 


RAT CREATURES 


ARE ASCENDING 
THE NORTH 
SLOPE ! 


THEY MUST 
KNOW YOU’RE 
ERE. 


I1’S HER! HEADMASTER, 
WARN YOUR PEOPLE 
THAT WE ARE STILL 

UNDER ATTACK! 


WHERE ARE 
THE PAWANS? 


EVERYONE MOVE HELP ME GET 
TOWARD THE TUNNEL! LUCIUS TO HIS 


WE'RE DEAVING! pete 





ERE THEY 
CONE, 





COMING 
ee 
THE GREAT 


HE’S 
CARRYING 

THORN 
AN? BONE- 


. 
sh , 
P 
tr | 
hl 
Vi ii, 





HOW YA DOIN, BOYS 7 


COULD USE SOME HELP. 


G@RAN’MA’S UP ON SINNER’S ROCK. _) 
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WHAT HAPPENED TO EVERYONE 
THE DRAGONS HOLD ON TO 
FOLLOWING US? SOMETHING - - 

















WHAT ARE YOU GUYS POIN’ / ARE YA TAKIN’ A BREAK - - 
) SITTIN’ AROUND? THERE’S A ( WHERE’S THE ENEMY? WHERE’S 
_ WAR ON AN’ I BROUGHT THE RAT CREATURES? 


THE RESERVES! 


I MISSED THE WAR, )' THE DRAGONS | | TYPICAL. HOGGIN’ ALL 
DION’T £? ). WE BROUGHT THE GLORY FOR 
HERE q YOURSELF! 
ENDED IT! | |7 WELL, I’M STILL A 
HERO, YOU GOT 
THAT? 





SOMETHING |S 
WRONG WITH 
GRAN’MA BEN-- , 
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Iv’S Lt AM NOT . +» OUR LITTLE THORN 
COMPLETELY DISCUSSING IS BEING CROWNED 
OUT OF THE THIS IN THE Da QUEEN OF THE VALLEY! 

QUESTION. 5 





I DUNNO, BUT THE DRAGON 
GANE US NEW TEETH MADE 
FROM THE SAME CRYSTAL 
THAT THE CROWN OF HORNS 
IS MADE OF... SEE? 


ANP HER LEG IS HEALING 
NICELY, JUST LIKE YOUR EYE. 
I THINK TOUCHING THE 
CROWN OF HORNS HAD 
SOMETHING TO PO 
WITH YOUR SPEEDY 
RECOVERIES. 


WHO CARES’ 
ARE YOU COMING 
BACK TO 
BONEVILLE 
WITH US 
OR NOT? 


PHONEY, HE DOESN’T 
HAVE TO DECIDE NOW. 
HE’S GOT THE WHOLE 
TRIP TO BARRELHAVEN 
TO THINK ABOUT IT. 





I DON’T WANNA WAIT TIL WE GET 
TO BARRELHAVEN, SMILEY. 
THORN ASKED HIM TO STAY 
ANP? I WANNA KNOW NOW! 
ARE YOU GONNA 
HELP RULE THE 
KINGDOM OR ARE YOU 
COMIN’ WITH US? 


NOW, IN A COUPLE OF DAYS WE’RE 
GONNA GO WITH THORN AND 
GRAN’MA BEN TO LAY LUCIUS TO 
REST BESIDE THE OLD 

BARRELHAVEN TAVERN ... 
FONE BONE CAN DECIDE WHEN 
WE GET THERE. 


PHONCIBLE P. BONE, YOU ARE 
GOING TO SUPPORT YOUR COUSIN 
NO MATTER WHAT DECISION HE 
MAKES BECAUSE YOU 
LOVE HIM. 


a WE’RE BEHIND YOU A 
ALL RIGHT. I GUESS]. -HUNPREP PERCENT, 
WHATEVER YOU WANT FONE BONE. 
WILL BE OKAY WITH 
E. 





C’MON, PHONEY, 
CHEER UP’ IT’S 
A BEAUTIFUL MORNING. 


THANK YOU FOR 
DOING THIS, 
DEAR. 


LUCIUS LOVED THE LATE FALL. 
I THINK HE’? BE HAPPY TRAVELING 
TO THE NORTH WOODS THIS 
TIME OF YEAR. 


I BROUGHT YOU A NEW 
PRAYER STONE! IT WILL BRING 
THE BLESSING OF THE DRAGONS 
UPON YOUR JOURNEY! 





THANK YOU! 
LI’LL BRING YOU 
SOMETHING FROM 
THE NORTH WHEN 


I HOPE WE HAVEN’T 
FORGOTTEN 
ANYTHING. 


BUT THAT WON’T 

BE A PROBLEM - - 
I HAVE READ 

THE SIGNS AND 
I PREDICT A 
MILD WINTER? 


MR. BONE! I HAVE 
BEGUN A NEW CARVING 
OF YOU AND BARTLEBY! 


DON’T WORRY, 
YOUR HIGHNESS, 
EVERYTHING WILL BE 
FINE. MERMIE AND I 
WILL SEE TO 
THAT. 


VERY GOOD. WE 
SHOULD START THEN. 


IT SHOWS HOW YOU I’M 
HELPED SISTER THORN 
DEFEAT THE LOCUST AND 
BANISH THE GHOST 
CIRCLES. IT WILL BE 
FINISHED BY THE TIME 
YOU GET BACK. 


HONORED. 
I CAN’T 
WAIT TO 

SEE IT. 


JUST IN CASE YOU CAN’T 
MAKE IT BACK BEFORE IT SNOWS, 
THE GREAT RED DRAGON HAS 
PROMISED TO HELP KEEP AN EYE 
ON THE KINGDOM. 


ARE YOU GOING TO 
RIDE OR WALK 
ALONGSIDE? 


I’LL WALK 
FOR A WHILE. 





EXCUSE ME; SIR PHONCIBLE, 
WOULP YOU LIKE TO TAKE 
YOUR HAY CART? 


IS THIS THE SAME —— 
HAYCART THAT GOT WEAVE BEEN 

eojeegtanall las KEEPING IT IN 
IN THE STREET- - ? 


OUR STALLS. 


YOUR HAY CART. WE’VE BEEN 
HOLDING IT FOR YOU. 


WHY, YES, IT WOULD LIKE 
TO TAKE IT. THANK YOU! 
GOOD-BYE, EVERYONE, 
GOOD-BYE! 





SAY, PO YOU GUYS MIND 
IF WE STOP FOR A SECOND? / 
IL WANT TO CHECK 
SOMETHING REAL FAST... 


sas MAKE SURE ALL JUST CHECKING FOR MY HAY... 


.. HAY... IS HERE. AH, YES, HERE WE ARE... 





NAN | I DON’T BELIEVE IT. 
| ES 


— 








WOT VIGGETY-D0G/ 
WHAT A BEAUTIFUL 
Dhy FOR 


I THINK WE’RE )\THE FAIRGROUNDS?! OH, BOY’ 
ALMOST THERE, THE LAST TIME I WAS AT 
SMILEyY- - 4 THE FAIRGROUNDS WAS FOR 
THAT’S THE THE GREAT COW RACE! 
FAIRGROUNDS REMEMBER THAT? 


WOULP YOU SIT 
DOWN, PHONEY? t Leng al rt 
YOU'VE BEEN Beas MAKE IT TO THE CAVE! WE’RE NEVER 
FIPGETING THE . PASS BEFORE IT GONNA GET OUT 
ENTIRE TRIP! SNOWS. OF THIS VALLEY! 





PHONEY, GRAN’MA BEN HAS A LOT . »» PEOPLE NEEDED TIME OKAY, OKAY. 
OF FRIENDS AT OLD MAN’S CAVE. TO SHOW THEIR I’M JUST 
ANP LUCIUS WAS A HERO... RESPECT. SAYING 4 


THE OLD TEACHER 
READ THE SIGNS 
AND PREDICTED A 
MILP WINTER - - 


THERE’S 
ONLY SO 
MANY PAYS 
LEFT BEFORE 
IT SNOWS 
FOR REAL. 


MY POINT [| PID YOU SEE THAT? 
EXACTLY! THAT WAS A FLAKE, 
THAT GUY COULON’T 
PREDICT A FALL 
IF HE WAS STEPPIN’ 
ON A BANANA PEEL/ 


WENDELL, AN’ LOOK yr ie Sic Ss 
WITH HIM/ yr ie Sic EUCLID’ 


. yr 





> 
CAN YOU ~ I WAS INSIDE A GHOST ( I UNDERSTAND THAT I HAVE 
BELIEVE IT? VY CIRCLE, BUT THEN ONE DAY yOu TO THANK... 
HE WAS WAITING I WOKE UP FROM A DEEP YOUR MAJESTY. 
FOR ME WHEN TI SLEEP AND IT WAS GONE! 
GOT BACK! 


AND THAT GOES FOR YOU, TOO, 7 HEY, EUCLID! 
LITTLE MASTER BONE. YOU FORGOT 
J SOMEONE. 


THE REASON WE WALKED // OH, NO/ YOU \ COULD BE. I HAP TO {  THEY’RE 
OUT TO MEET YOU IS { THINK IT’S OUR LET THEM GO ONCE NOT SUCH 
BECAUSE A COUPLE OF \ TWO RAT THE NEW TREATY WAS ] \ BAD GUYS, 
MANGY RAT CREATURES }\ CREATURES? SIGNED, 7 REALLY. J 
HAVE BEEN SPOTTEP aD aa 
SCROUNGING AROUND. 





IF IT 1S THE SAME TWO, THEY’RE 
PROBABLY NOT DANGEROUS - - JUST 
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO EAT, 
BUT WE’LL KEEP OUR EYES OPEN. 


WELCOME HOME, 
OLD FRIEND. 


EVERYTHING’S READY. 
I SUPPOSE WE SHOULD GET 
HIM IN THE GROUND. 
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MISS THORN ~- ~ I MEAN, YOUR 
HIGHNESS. YOU SAVED MY 
FAMILY FROM THE 
RAT CREATURES 
WHEN THEY 
ATTACKED ... 


WE’D LIKE YOU TO HAVE THIS. I WOKE UP IN A GHOST CIRCLE, 
IT’S A SPECIAL GRAIN, HARDY THANKS TO YOU, I’M AROUNP TO 
ANP STRONG. HARVEST MY CORN. 
IT WOULD PLEASE ME 
IF YOU’D TAKE A BUSHEL. 





SHE’S GOING TO 
HAVE TO GET USED 
TO THIS KIND 
OF TREATMENT. 


THE ONLY PROBLEM IS WE CAN’T 
FIND THE CITY’S TREASURE THAT 
TARSIL HID. BUT WE’LL HAVE TO - - 
WE CAN’T RUN THE KINGDOM 
WITHOUT IT. 


WHAT 2. IT’S COLD AN’ SMELLS 
moe Nee LIKE IT’S GONNA SNOW. 
C’MON, WE GOTTA 
LEAVE. 


HOW IS SHE 
HANDLING HER NEW 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
AS MONARCH? 


SHE HAS THE BEST 
ADVISORS. MERMIE ANP MY 
OLD TEACHER PRACTICALLY 
RAN THE KINGVOM FOR THE 

LAST FIFTEEN YEARS. 


HEY? IT SMELLS LIKE 
SNOW OUTSIDE. 


BUT WE STILL HAVE TO GO 


TO GRAN’MA’S FARMHOUSE - - 
AND FONE BONE HASN’T 


DECIDED IF HE’S STAYING 
OR NOT. 
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YOU KNOW, ROSE, YOU CAN 
STAY HERE. EUCLID AND I HAVE 
BEEN WORKING PRETTY HARD TO 

REBUILD THIS PLACE, AND THE 

NORTH BEDROOMS ARE 
FINISHED. 


BOY, YOU SHOULD SEE 
ALL THE CORN AND 
GRAIN AN’ STUFF THE 
TOWNSFOLK GAVE US. 


CAN’T WAIT TO 
SEE THE PLACE! 


OH, YOU’VE BOTH DONE A WONDERFUL 
JOB, WENPELL’ LUCIUS WOULD BE PROUD, 
BUT I’ LIKE TO SPEND A LITTLE 
TIME AT THE OLD HOUSE BEFORE 
THORN ANP I GO BACK TO 

ATHEIA. 


HE’S STILL 
WORRIED WE’RE 
GONNA GET 
SNOWED IN FOR 
THE WINTER. 


WHERE’S 
PHONEY? 





WHAT CAN ONE 
SNOWFLAKE 
HURT? 


| OH, YEAH. 
SORRY. 
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YOU GOT A OF COURSE WE DO, BOY, IS THAT 
TREE, THORN? SMILEY! BRINGING A RELIEF! 
YOU Guys 


AN EVERGREEN INTO NOW WE 
YOU SEE THE USE A TREE TO THE HOUSE ON THE 


HAVE SOME- 
TREE THAT CELEBRATE SHORTEST, DARKEST WHERE TO 
BONE AND I TH’ WINTER DAY OF WINTER PUT OUR 
FOUND! SOLSTICE?’ IS A VERY 


PRIZES! 
OLD TRADITION! 





THE TREE HEY, PHONEY! 


REPRESENTS DO WE CELEBRATE 
HOW PO YOU TH’ WINTER YEAH. 


LIFE IN THE 
CELEBRATE SOLSTICE IN 
DEAD OF BACK IN BONENILLE?? BUT FOR 


WINTER. \ BONEVILLE? DIFFERENT REASONS. 


DIFFERENT REASONS... THAT IS... 
DIFFERENT NAMES... I USED TO. NOW 


IT ALL COMES DOWN T I JUST SIT HERE 
TH’ SAME THING - - 7 QUIETLY - - DYING 


BUSINESS PICKS UP, INSIDE, LIKE DECAYING 


AN’ Z MAKE A LOTTA LEAVES BENEATH 
MONEY! sp ant nra THE SNOW. 


C’MON! AS LONG AS 
LET’S PLAY WE’RE GONNA 
SOME MAKE MUSIC, 
INSTRUMENTS’ IT DON’T 
MATTER TO 
ME IF WE 
CELEBRATE 
FOR DIFFERENT 
REASONS’ 








NOT THIS TIME, GUYS’ 
TODAY IS aie 


g OMe 4 “6 
ss Sys 


EAT YOUR 
QUICHE. 








TIME’S UP, FONE BONE! 
ARE YOU STAYIN’ OR COMING 
WITH SMILEY AN’ ME? 


NOW, I DON’T WANT TO SWAY YOU, BUT 
WHEN Z GET HOME TO BONEVILLE, 
I’M GOIN’ TO CORN DOG HUT™. 


CORN DOGS - - 


NO FAIR! 


ARE YOU TRYING 
O TE 


BONEVILLE 
DELICACIES? 


IF HE STAYS 


WELL, HERE, HE’LL 
Piper NO ONE HE’LL NEVER 


BE RICH AND 
iy CAN 


HAVE BIG 


FAMOUS - - 
RESIST JOHNSON’S 


IF HE RULES THE 


PISTACHIO- 


KING@POM, HE’LL HAVE THAT? 
PECAN- CASHEW 


POWER i ICE CREAM ™ 





WHAT? NO! 
I’M JUST SAYIN’... 
PIZZA-IN-A-CUPTM! 


HEY, GUYS. 
LZ APPRECIATE EVERYONE’S 
HELP, BUT I’VE ALREADY 
MADE UP MY MIND... 


I WANT TO GO 
BACK TO 


BONEVILLE. 


YOU DON’T HAVE TO EXPLAIN, 
FONE BONE. I KNOW HOW 
MUCH YOU LOVE YOUR 
COUSINS. 


YOU KNOW WHATEVER 
YOU DECIDE IS OKAY 
WITH ME. 


ARE YOU SURE? 
E KNOW. I MEAN, YOU HAVE A 
IT’S OKAY. WHOLE NEW LIFE NOW - - 
YOU/RE QUEEN, AN’ 
YOU/RE GONNA HAVE A 
MILLION THINGS 


BESIDES, I KIND OF GUESSED YOU 
WERE LEAVING WHEN YOU PACKED 
YOUR BAG THIS MORNING. 


ILL GO HITCH OL’ BESSIE UP, WE’LL RIDE 
START THE WITH YOU TO THE PASS. 
cows’! | 
ma 
€ 
KL AY J @ q 


By) 
- 1S. eae 
= 





Y/ YOU'RE 
LETTIN OUR 
STure GET 


Ag 


WATCH IT, WILL YA? 
OUR SPECIAL 
“SUPPLIES” ARE IN) \ 
THESE CHESTS’ / ~\ 


STAY WHERE 
YOU ARE’ 





|(. THINK YOU CAN SORRY, MAN, 

\\ HANDLE IT FROM | THE CART HIT 
HERE? di A ROCK OR 

. SOMETHING. 


HEY- - IT JUST SAW 
SOMETHING MOVE 
UNDER THE TREES! 


7551! GlY5/,.. \= 


OUT THE SPEARS! 
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HOW 
MUCH 
FARTHER? 








THIS IS IT, BART! AN? NOT A MOMENT 
WE’RE ON OUR WAY TOO SOON ... 
TO YOUR NEW 
HOME’ 





HATE TO RUN, YOU CRAZY CRACKERS, GOOD-BYE, TAKE CARE OF 

BUT I’VE GOT AN EMPIRE TO REBUILD! G@RAN’MA BEN. YOURSELF, 
HERO’S WELCOMES, TICKER TAPE THANK YOU FOR BONE. 
Re ee KIN? OF EVERYTHING. 


WELL, PRAGON, I GUESS ( TRAVEL AT NIGHT, FONE BONE, KEEP THE 
I’LL SEE YOU AROUND... 


SUNSET ON YOUR LEFT, NORTH STAR ON 
YOUR RIGHT. YOU’LL FIND YOUR WAY. 
AND 
THANKS 
FOR THE 
HELP, KID. 


L PACKED YOU A LITTLE 
BASKET OF BISCUITS ANP HONEY. 
I SAVEP IT UNTIL NOW 
BECAUSE ... I WAS HOPING 
YOU’ CHANGE YOUR 

IND. 





SO MUCH HAS CHANGED SINCE ..- BUT NOT EVERYTHING 
THAT DAY WE MET AT THE CHANGES. REMEMBER ME WHEN 
HOT SPRINGS, ANP YOU WALKED YOU’RE BACK IN BONEVILLE. 
OUT OF THE WOODS WITH YOUR 
HAT ON FIRE... 


oh, 


I -- ~I’LL NEVER 
FORGET YOU, THORN. 


YOU HAVE GRAN’MA! WE HAVE 
PLENTY OF MORE SUPPLIES 
SUPPLIES - - THAN YOU’LL 
ENER IMAGINE! 





=] 
v OH, YEAH, WE’RE LOADED. WE’VE 
GOT FOUR TREASURE CHESTS FULL 
OF THOSE HARD, STALE 
BREAD-THINGIES! 


- - AND REFILLED THEM WITH 
ENOUGH BREAD-THINGIES TO LAST 
ALL THE WAY ACROSS THE 


AND ON THAT NOTE... 


A FEW COINS? 


ibe GIODIYUR 
oles! 


WE/NE GOT PLENTY OF THOSE HARD, 
STUFFED BREAD-THINGIES! THERE 
ALMOST WASN’T ROOM IN THE CART, 
BUT GRAN’MA HELPED EMPTY OUT 
THE TREASURE CHESTS - - 


enerieD ouT 
THE TREASURE?! 


DON’T FEEL BAD, PHONCIBLE. HERE, 
HAVE SOME GOLD COINS - - THEY’RE 
THE ONES WITH YOUR FACE STAMPED ON 
THEM. NO ONE AROUND HERE 
WANTS “EM ANYWAY! 








: é BETTER LEARN TO GIMME A GOLD 
ers LIKE “EM. THEY’RE THE | 7 
ONLY FOOD ON 


HAND ME 
ih COIN FIRST. 
I DON’T EVEN 
LIKE HARD, 
STUFFED BREAD- 
THINGIES. 


OH, GIVE HIM 
A GOLD COIN, 
PHONEY. 
WE’RE OUT IN 
THE MIDDLE 
OF THE 
DESERT. 
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After being run out of Boneville, the three Bone cousins, Fone Bone, Phoney Bone and 
Smiley Bone are separated and lost in a vast uncharted desert. One by one, they find 

their way into a deep forested valley filled with wonderful and terrifying creatures. 

It will be the longest - but funniest - year of their lives. 


Winner of 11 Harvey Awards and 10 Eisner Awards including Best Cartoonist 
and Best Humor Publication, as well as being named Best Comic Book by the 
National Cartoonists Society. BONE has also won multiple international 
awards in Italy, France, Germany, Spain, Finland and Norway. 


“BONE combines the humor and look of carly Disney 
movies with the scope of the Lord of the Rings cycle. 
While children will read BONE for its breathless 


: adventure & sight gags, older kids & adults wil appreciate 
v2) the themes of blind fanaticism and corrupting power.” 
PA Ki TIMEE MAGAZING 
CH) 
\) “BONE is storytelling at its best, full of endearing, 
flawed characters whose adventures run the gamut 
~\ from hilarious whimsy to thrilling drama. 


~ Along the way, Smith’s musings... take on a greater 



















} 
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relevance than you’d ever expect. Grade: A.” 
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“Charming, character-driven fantasy 

with an elegant design and masterful 

story-telling in the tradition of Walt Kelly, 

Charles Schulz and Carl Barks.” 
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